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Southerland Boutique has Unique Style
Owner, Amy Boone, had always
wanted to have a boutique, so she
opened the Southerland Boutique
at 29976 1st Ave. East Ardmore,
AL on Sept. 8th, 2014.
She chose the name 'Southerland'
after her mother's maiden name.
Amy said, "The boutique in Ardmore has been so successful."
Amy has worked many hours to get
the boutique exactly how she
wanted it from all the clothing and
accessories to the decor. She
wanted it just right to better serve
her customers. Customer service
at Southerland Boutique is their
number one priority!"
Southerland Boutique is a
Woman's Clothing Store with sizes
ranging from Small to 3X. They
carry unique clothing that you
won't always see on someone else.
They have a variation in their clothing and accessory selection to satisfy your fashion needs.
Not only will you find the latest in
fashion, but they have a large selection of Swan Creek Candles and
Melts, Brighton Jewelry and a large
variety of other jewelry, and large
selection of jeans
Southerland Boutique for your
fashion needs. New arrivals every
week!
29976 1st Ave East Ardmore
256-423-4444
Check us out on Facebook at:
Southerland Boutique
Instagram at :
Southerlandboutique
Open Monday-Friday
10:00pm-6:00pm
Saturday 10:00pm-2:00pm

Amy Boone outside her store in Ardmore.

THE SONNY SIDE

by Sonny Turner

‘Greetings’ from Uncle Sam
ended in 3-day nightmare

I

just got through reading our
Uncle Bondee’s latest adventure
about the time he left Athens on
a bus to Birmingham for his
“physical” to make sure he was fit
for the U.S. Army.
Well, that brought back a few
memories for me, too.

I will never forget receiving that
“greetings” from Uncle Sam in the
mail advising me that I must show
up at the Athens Bus Station on
that upcoming Monday morning
for bus ride to Ft. McClellan in
Montgomery. It said to expect to
be gone for at least two days,
maybe three or four.
For a country boy like me, a trip to
Montgomery on a bus with a lot of
strangers is not what I wanted to
do. Of course, I knew my draft
status was 1A, and at 19 years of
age, I was more than likely headed
to war in Vietnam sometime in the
near future. That, too, was not
where I wanted to be.
Well, I showed up that Monday
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morning, and sure enough, there
were plenty of other young boys
waiting to get on that bus. I didn’t
know a sole. I was scared to death.
We soon left Athens. Along the
way, some of the boys started to
sing, just having a big time, and I
thought to myself, this may not be
that bad. But I was still scared to
death.
It took us the better part of the day
to get to Montgomery, and once
we arrived at the Army base, we
were herded off and assigned to
our bunks. They told us we would
eat later. They then advised for us
to “get some sleep” because 5
a.m. comes early and they had a
big day planned for us. Little did
we know what a day it was going to
be.
The bell went off at 5 a.m. and we
had just a few minutes to get ready
and head to the “mess hall” for
some powdered eggs and bacon.
After that, it was time for our
physical.

We all lined up, weighed and
started to be examined. We were
then put into categories. The tall
“Slim Jims” were Navy boys, the
“Heavy Stocks” were Marines, and
the “Average Joes” were headed to
the Army. Of course, I was Army.
It took the better part of the day to
get some of this “examining” done.
Then they informed us “tomorrow”
they “may” finish with us. Boy,
what a nightmare, I thought.
I made a buddy while there and he
told me he was tired of this “bull.”
He said he was considering going
back home now and asked me if I
wanted to go, too. I’ll admit, I
thought about it, but I advised him
no. He decided to stay, too.
The next day was a full day of
taking orders, most of it coming
while naked as a jaybird. I thought
to myself back then that picking
cotton wasn’t so bad after all. This
was just not my cup of tea.
The next day we loaded the bus,
and headed back to Athens. We
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didn’t have cell phones back then
so I had no way of calling to get
someone to pick me up. So, I
walked from one side of town to
the other. It was late that night
before I got home.
I don’t know how many on that bus
ride actually was drafted, but I
heard that all passed the physical
exam. Other than that one boy,
though, I still didn’t know a sole. I
never heard from him again.
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

Old fashioned country Christmas

T

he holiday season was an
exciting time of year, which
we all looked forward to
each year. Most of the work for
the year was completed. Keeping
the wood fire burning and feeding
the live stock was about the only
daily chores we were faced with.
The Friday after Thanksgivings we
took to the woods and fields in
search of the perfect cedar
Christmas tree.
While squirrel hunting in the fall,
we kept an eye out for the special
tree to be used for the coming
Christmas celebration. The cedar
tree had several requirements to
meet. A single top for mounting
the star and thick branches that
tapered from top to bottom. The
smell of a fresh cut cedar takes
me back to the days of being a
young lad. The whole family took
part in decorating the tree with
homemade ornaments. Popcorn
strings were wrapped around the
tree for the final decoration. Our
lights were big bulbs in many colors: red, green, and blue. The
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wrapped presents were placed
under the tree completing the
job.
Christmas Eve is when our next of
kin started coming over. We had
out of town folks who came the
day before Christmas and spent
the night. The sleeping was a little cramped, but we did all right.
There were plenty of quilts to go
around. The children would sleep
on the floor and the grown ups
got the beds. Christmas Eve was
a fun night. We sang Christmas
carols until bedtime. Dalton
would accompany the singing on
guitar and Uncle Ben played the
fiddle. Buck dancing often broke
out after the men folks had a little cheer.
Christmas morning the children
raced to the Christmas tree to
see what gifts Santa left under
the tree for them. Toys and caps
guns were some of the favorite
gifts. Socks and clothing was
quickly discarded as the anticipation of another toy waited the

next wrapped present. Electric
trains, bicycles, and BB gun were
some of the favorite gifts found
under the tree for the boys. The
girls got baby dolls and home
made dresses.

women joined the men on the
porch and more Christmas carols
broke out until it was getting late
and it was time to say good bye
and the families departed for
their homes.

The love and food was plentiful
shared by our family. Often lonely
widow men and women were invited to share our Christmas and
meal. Our community folks were
viewed as our extended family.
Love was plentiful and shared by
all. A well-delivered prayer was offered for the prosperous year that
had just passed. After the food
was blessed, the meal was on.
Cooked ham and chicken and
dressing were the main course.
Sweet potatoes, green beans,
and macaroni and cheese were
favorites. Desserts were pecan
pies and coconut cake.

Now being up in the years, time
has a way to reveal how important growing up with folks of character and the importance of love
of family are. We were taught our
blessings were from God and to
share what ever we had with the
less fortunate. The men I grew up
with were veterans of WW2 and
Korean conflicts. They knew first
hand how important our freedom
was and the price paid by so
many to allow us to live in this
great country. We loved our country and flag and thanked and respected our veterans. Be kind
and bring joy to as many people
as you can this season. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.

After the meal the men folks sat
on the front porch and shared
stories from the previous year.
The kids played with their new
toys and shot fireworks. The
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Emmanual Baptist presents
drive-thru Nativity

M

embers of Emmanuel
Baptist Church will be
presenting their popular
drive-thru Nativity December 14,
15 and 16th from 5:30 pm to 8:30
pm. This is a FREE event and no
money is needed. Visitors can
enjoy the 14-minute, live retelling
of the birth of Christ from the comfort and warmth of their vehicles.
Set up in the church’s parking lot,
visitors will pass seven booths.
Each vehicle is given a CD or a
MP3 player that has the Nativity
story recorded by church members. The visitor then starts the
media and drive through the parking lot listening to the story and
viewing the booths, starting with
the story of King David and ending
with a large rough-hewn cross. In
between, live actors depict the
story of Mary’s encounter with the
angel Gabriel, the shepherds who
were keeping watch over their
sheep and of course, Mary, Joseph
and baby Jesus in a manger.

to church come through our drivethru,” he said. “ ... They want to
share the Christmas story with
their children.”
Marla Harvey, chairman of the Nativity Committee states “we have
families come through the Drive
Thru Nativity every year that mention what a blessing it is to them
and their families. Some, if not
most come every year and say it’s
a part of their Christmas Tradition.
Last year we had over 800 people
to drive thru.”
“The whole reason we do this to
help people understand the real
meaning of Christmas starting
with Old Testament prophecy and
ending with the cross,” Hughes
said.

It takes most of the churches
members to do a production of
this size. Preparation and planning starts in early October for the
event. Church members build the
booths, stage the costumes, write
and record the script, do traffic
This is the fourth consecutive year control, prepare meals for the
that Emmanuel Baptist Church workers and of course portray the
has hosted a drive-thru Nativity. characters.
The idea actually started some 20
Emmanuel Baptist Church is at
years ago, but was put on hold for
1917 U.S. 72 West in Athens. For
several years and re-vamped in
more information, call 256-2322015 after several of the church
6193 or www.ebcathens.com.
members thought it was something that the community would
love to visit again.
When you visit the Drive Thru Nativity, you will see church members
in full costume portraying Biblical
characters along with live animals
including a donkey, a horse, and
goats.
According to the committee members “If people can see it, they
might grasp the story better than
by reading about it in the Bible or
listening to a sermon about it. The
kids really love seeing the live animals.”

The Rev. Dan Hughes, senior pastor at Emmanuel Baptist along
with other church staff, stands at
the end of the car line, greeting
people and asking them what they
thought of the Biblical reenactment.
“I see a lot of parents and grandparents who might not normally go
Page 4

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

December 14, 2018

SCHOOL BELLS

by Debra Johnson

Elementary students express
holiday spirit with art
Art Instructor
Leah Pierce
fHeart Academy
1st graders with their
"Blue Dog" pictures
for the holidays.

Spark Academy
1st graders
showing off
their Santa
pictures. g
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COUNTRY TRADITIONS
26636 Main Street • Ardmore • 256-423-4353

GOING OUT
OF BUSINESS!

30

%

OFF
Entire Store
Furniture Priced to go
home with you!

Strickland

Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone
Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

25
YEARS
EXP

Sale goes
until Dec. 24

Rusty & Russell Strickland

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

(256) 771-3857

Retiring to spend time with grandkids and family.
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by Flo Doughty

Think Fitness for Christmas!
Agility ladders, giant fitness balls, hula hoops and kickboxing
equipment are great gift ideas to get kids more active

N

ow that Thanksgiving is
behind us we are now fully
focused on Christmas and
getting that shopping done! When
planning gifts for the kids in our
lives, let’s think about some gifts
that will be fun and improve
health, in a fun way! Why not
think fitness for Christmas? The
U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services recommends
that young people aged 6–17
years participate in at least 60
minutes of physical activity daily.
The 2005 National Survey of
Children’s health reports that in
Alabama, 22.4% of children are
not getting adequate exercise.
According to the Center for
Disease Control some of the long
term consequences of inactivity
include: increased risk of obesity,
diabetes, high blood pressure,
asthma, heart disease, arthritis,
colon cancer, and poor health
status. In the last 30 years
childhood obesity rates have
tripled! Need some ideas on gifts
to help kids get more active? This
article will get your thinking
started!
Kids today have such a huge
variety of toys and gadgets
available to them the choices for
gifts can be overwhelming. What I
have found is that a lot of kids
aren’t exposed much to the old
favorites we had growing up, like
hula hoops and jump ropes. They
come in bright colors and kids still
love them! With all the new

Isabella Perry hula hooping and using the agility ladder.
technology, video games, cell
phones, etc. It is easy to forget
about these old favorites and they
actually help kids develop needed
physical skills! Hula hoops are
great ab work and jump ropes are
great cardio and develop
coordination. Another positive is
that they are very inexpensive!
Other options available to us in
the warm winters of the south are
family oriented games such as
badminton/volleyball sets,
basketball goal, skate boards, rip
sticks, pogo sticks, baseball and
glove; you could even start a
family tradition of post-holiday
family football games! You could
even give a child a gift
membership to a fitness center or
fitness class. There are so many
possibilities; we just need to turn

Payton, Ryan Burroughs and Caleb Doughty
using hula hoops for agility drills
our thinking in that direction!
No one ever regrets memories
made outside with family and

friends! Having fun and getting
healthy, sounds like a wonderful
Christmas to me!

Payton Sherrill kickboxing
December 14, 2018
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

The buck stops here
By Danny Johnson

T

he modern day deer hunter
does a lot of preparation
year round to support a
healthy deer population to hunt in
the fall months. Fields are bushhogged in the summer months to
allow for fresh grasses to grow.

Salt licks are provided for deer in
the hot months to
help with antler
development. In
September, deer
Danny
plots are sowed to
Johnson
serve as a good
food source for the animals during the winter months. Wheat and
oats grow well in the colder
weather if the soil ph is correct
and rainfall arrives. The doe and
young fawn deer feed heavily on
the freshly planted deer plots. If
the wild acorn crop does well, the
deer will also eat the acorns until
they are gone. Buck deer prefer
to feed on acorns and visit the
deer plots at night. The old and
big bucks won’t come out in the
wide open deer plot during day
light hours as a rule of thumb.
The only shooters bucks I’ve seen
in open green fields were in pursuit of a doe. The first of December the bucks will start hanging
around does as a courtship until
they come into full estrous.
Come along let’s go hunting. You
are going to need some warm
clothes. This morning was perfect late November weather. I had
located a series of scrapes and
big rubs along an old logging
road. The temperature was 19
degrees and no wind. I made my
way to the hunting stand in the
darkness as quietly as I could.
The leaves were wet from a recent rain and made walking
much easier. A hunter must avoid
stepping on sticks or walking
heavy on the leaf bed. Getting
into your stand and being as
quiet as possible, not bumping
your gun or other accentuates
against the stand.
You need to be in the stand while
it is still plenty dark. As daybreak
starts to overtake the darkness
the ground was a white as snow.
There was a big Jack Frost covering the vegetation and fallen
leaves covering the forest floor.
Soon after day break the woods
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come to life with squirrels scampering in search of fallen nuts.
Birds start to move as soon as
the sun appears over the Eastern
skyline. Good daybreak arrives
about 6:15 am. No sign of any
deer until about 7:15 when a couple doe fed on acorns as they
passed through a white oak
acorn flat.
This was a perfect morning in my
mind, but so far there had been
little deer activity in my location.
Staying perfectly still for a while
in a deer stand is very important.
Deer have keen eyesight and
hearing. Sound travels for a long
way in the woods. The cold temperatures after a while start to
cause one to become restless,
first the toes get cold and then
the hands quickly follow. Hot
pads help the hands, but after a
while the cold will take a toll.
Wind chill will send you to the
truck pretty fast.
A lone doe made her way down
the logging road and was paying
attention to something behind
her. I soon was able to hear a soft
noise coming down the logging
road and got the glance of a bigbodied animal. I glassed the animal and saw it was a buck with a
good rack. Then the deer
dropped off into a holler. The doe
passed by within 50 yards of my
location. I was getting anxious,
but didn’t know if the buck had
smelled me and would ever return.
About 7:45, the buck had returned to the last location I had
seen him. The deer was walking
my way and when walked through
a clearing I took the shot. The
buck bolted and ran completely
out of sight. I was beginning to
doubt my shot. I held the rifle firm
and squeezed off the shot. I
waited an hour before getting
down and looking for the buck. I
didn’t want to take a chance on
pushing a wounded animal
deeper into the woods. I walked
to the spot where the deer was
standing and found evidence of a
good hit. I started to look for a
blood trail, but only a little splatter was visible. I knew a wounded
animal usually ran down hill so I
went in the direction I had last
seen the deer. To my surprise,
about 75 yards down hill the ex-

Danny Johnson with a 11 point Bama buck
pired buck laid.
I eagerly counted the points. It
was an 11-pointer with good
mass. I filled out my game log
and started the job of getting this
beast out of the woods and
loaded into my truck. This was a
special morning of hunting I will

never forget. So many times we
hunt and brave the cold weather
for maybe a glimpse of a few doe.
A hunt like this one is what
makes it worth it. Some of my
hunting friends asked, “What did
it score.” My answer to them is “a
10 to me.”

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES

256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com
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The 12 days of pet-safe holidays

T

he holidays can be a hectic time
for everyone. While you’re busily
gearing up for guests and parties, it’s important to remember your
pet’s safety to ensure a festive and
fun season is enjoyed by all.
From bright decorations to holiday
house guests, it can be easy to overlook a few household dangers that
may cause harm to your favorite companions. Here are a few things to
keep in mind to keep your fuzzy friend
safe and jolly this holiday:
12. Covered Cords: Cords used for
holiday lights can be tempting to chew
for many pets. Take time while decorating to tape down or cover cords to
help prevent shocks, burns or other
serious injuries.
11. Tempting Table Scraps: Rich
scraps such as drippings, gravy and
poultry skin can cause pets to suffer
from upset stomach, diarrhea and
even pancreatitis, which are not only
terribly painful but can be fatal. Giving
your dog poultry bones is also a bad
idea as they can splinter and get
stuck in your dog’s gastrointestinal
tract.
10. Radiant Ribbons: Cats may be interested in playing with or eating tinsel and ribbons hanging from trees.
These decorations should be placed
high on the tree or not used at all because they can potentially cause serious intestinal damage if swallowed.
9. Dinging Doorbells: Consider putting your dog on a leash before people
start arriving. Not only will you be able
to control him if he begins to jump,
you’ll also avoid him running out the
door.
8. Tasty Treats: Keep human party
snacks out of reach from animals and
offer pet-friendly options instead,
such as BLUE Santa Stew Holiday
Feast and Santa Paws Snacks.
7. Quiet Corners: Provide pets with a
quiet place to retreat so they can

choose whether to come out and visit
or keep to themselves when company
arrives.
6. Patient Puppies: Tell your guests
that your puppy is in training, and he
needs to be polite before they say
“hello” to him. Have your dog sit,
using a treat if necessary, and once
he’s sitting and calm let your guests
pet him.
5. Perilous Plants: Mistletoe, holly
berries and poinsettia plants are all
poisonous for dogs, so skip them as
decorations or make sure they are out
of reach.
4. Guarded Glasses: Alcohol and pets
do not mix. Place alcoholic drinks
safely out of reach and patrol the
party to be sure your guests do the
same. Alcohol poisoning can be fatal.
3. Calming Coats: Using a ThunderShirt can calm a nervous dog by applying gentle pressure to the body. In

addition to the traditional coat, there
are now cold weather ThunderSweater and ThunderCoat options.
2. Nearby Numbers: Keep contact information for your veterinarian and
the nearest emergency veterinary
clinic readily available in case of a hol-

iday mishap.
1. Towering Tree: Seasonal trees are
sure to attract a pet’s attention and
should be secured to keep from toppling over if a pet should try to climb
them, use as a scratching post or simply bump into them.

1806 Wilkinson Street
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any
excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”
December 14, 2018
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Turnips and turnip greens
By Debra Johnson

T

urnips are a root vegetable
and the only thing still left in
our garden along with the
turnip greens. We are still eating
the greens from the garden and
have found some rather large
turnips. We are trying to decide if
they need to be pulled up and
stored so they won’t freeze.
People used to pull them and
store them in a root cellar. They
are fine in cool weather, just not
below freezing. We have our
sweet potatoes stored in the barn
with hay covering them for insulation. Then, when the weather
maintains a freezing temperature, we move them to our basement. So, I guess we can do the
same for the turnips.

sounds tasty. It is called roasted
turnips with dill olive oil. To make
the turnips: Cut the turnips into
cubes. Bring a pot of water to a
boil over high heat, add the
turnips, and cook for 2 minutes.
Drain, add to a bowl, and toss
with olive oil, salt, and pepper.
Preheat the grill to medium-low.
Thread the turnips onto skewers
and grill until lightly charred, 2 to
3 minutes on each side.
To make the dill oil: Combine 2
teaspoons minced fresh dill, 1 tablespoon (15 ml) olive oil, 1 tablespoon (15 ml) lemon juice,¼
teaspoon salt in a bowl and whisk
together. Drizzle the dill oil over
the grilled turnips and serve while
still hot.

I don’t particularly like turnips,
but found a recipe for them that

answer on page 20

CANDLES
CANDY CANE
CHRISTMAS TREE
CELEBRATION
DECORATE

Page 10
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FAMILY
FRUITCAKE
GINGERBREAD
NATIVITY
GARLAND

JINGLE BELLS
MISTLETOE
ORNAMENTS
SANTA CLAUS
SLEIGH
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DEB’S

Delights

by Debra Johnson

Sweet and Savory Bacon Crackers
from the Pioneer Woman

D

uring the holiday season,
we always seem to need a
bunch of snacks for when
friends and family drop by. Here is
a recipe I am sure all will enjoy.
Ingredients:
36 club-style crackers
3/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese
1/4 cup brown sugar\1 pound
bacon (not thick sliced)
Directions:
Preheat oven to 250 degrees. Lay
crackers on a rimmed baking
sheet. Place a Tbsp of Parmesan
cheese on half the crackers, and
add a Tbsp of brown sugar on the
other half. Slice the bacon in half
and wrap each cracker with a halfpiece of bacon, tucking the end of
the piece underneath the cracker.
Bake them for about 2 hours.
The bacon will cook slowly and
start to wrap tightly around the
crackers, and the excess grease
will drip off. Serve them warm on
a platter.

The

Floor Gallery
25065 US HWY 72
Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65
in big tan building

256-216-9055
For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

December 14, 2018
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

Tennessee River in Limestone County
featured in exhibit at
Limestone County Archives

I

n 1966, barges began landing
on the same muddy Tennessee
River bank in Limestone County
where natives once fished and
where a man named Brown once
ferried passengers across the
river, to unload supplies to build
what at that time would be the
world’s largest nuclear power
plant, the Tennessee Valley Authority’s Browns Ferry Nuclear
Plant.
Photos from the Limestone

County Archives.”
The exhibit and companion book
track the history of the Tennessee
River in northwest Alabama from
the earliest people who lived in
the area through European settlement, the Civil War, Muscle
Shoals nitrate facilities, TVA, and
to the present. The exhibit is
sponsored by Muscle Shoals National Heritage Area (MSNHA), the
Alabama Humanities Foundation,
the National Park Service, and

focusing on three main themes:
music, Native American heritage,
and the Tennessee River. For
more information about the
MSNHA, visit
http://msnha.una.edu.

County Archives collection of that
building process from 1966 to
1972, along with mentions of the
river in Limestone County’s historic records, complement “The
Tennessee River and Northwest
Alabama” traveling exhibit on display now through Jan. 18, 2019,
in the Limestone County Archives
exhibits space.
“It is fascinating to see the impact that the river has always had
on life in Limestone County, and
how the use and the role of the
river has changed over time,”
said Limestone County Archivist
Rebekah Davis. “This exhibit
makes a great use of historic photos and information to highlight
these changes, and we are delighted to host it at the Limestone

Page 12

The exhibit is open Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. at the Limestone County
Archives, 102 W. Washington St.,
Athens. For more information, call
256-233-6404 or e-mail
archives@limestonecounty-al.gov.

the University of North Alabama.
Authored by Carolyn Barske Crawford, MSNHA director, and Brian
Murphy, curator at the Florence
Indian Mound Museum, the book,
“The Tennessee River and Northwest Alabama,” is available for
purchase at the Limestone
County Archives while the exhibit
is on display. Copies are $24
each, and proceeds benefit the
MSNHA.
The MSNHA, hosted by the
University of North Alabama with
offices in Florence, was officially
designated by Congress in 2009.
The MSNHA spans the six
counties of north Alabama’s
Tennessee River water basin and
was developed to help preserve
the history of this region by
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The 1969 Corvette was a beauty

T

he 1969 Chevrolet Corvette
was a sports car that was
produced by Chevrolet for
the 1968 through 1982 model
years.
Engines and chassis components

Page 14

were mostly carried over from the
previous generation, but the body
and interior were new. It set new
sales records with 53,807
produced for the 1979 model
year.

The C3 Corvette is the third
generation of the Chevrolet
Corvette, and marks the second
time the Corvette would carry the
Stingray name, though only for
the 1969-1976 model years.
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This time it was a single word as
opposed to Sting Ray as used for
the 1963- 967 C2 generation. The
name would then be retired until
2014 when it was re-introduced
with the release of the C7.
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Joy

Kevin Harrington

T

he holidays are one of my favorite times of year. Unless
you are a Grinch, you are
probably decorating, cooking, and
shopping for the holidays. It’s
also a time of year when we get
together with family and enjoy
spending the holidays together.
To me, it’s just a wonderful time
of the year. In fact, there is a
word that often gets thrown
around during the holiday season
that describes many people’s attitudes: joy. Joy is a wonderful
thing. The word is defined as, “a
feeling of great pleasure or happiness.” It’s easy to see all the
things that make people happy
during the holidays. However, we
have much to be joyful for every
day of our lives.
First, if you have Christ in your
life, then you should also have joy
in your life. Jesus said in John
15:11, “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy
may be full.” The things Jesus
was speaking to His apostles was
so they may have joy.
Second, because we have Jesus
in our lives, we have the joy of
heaven. The Hebrew writer said,
“looking unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.”
Jesus knew that dying on the
cross would be difficult, but because there was “joy” set before
him, he endured it anyways.
Third, we are blessed more than
we know. Sometimes it’s easy to
envy the lives of others. Sometimes it’s easy to want what we
can’t have. We have to get out of
the mindset that our lives are broken and horrible. We have to remember that we have comforts
and blessings other people can
only dream of.
December 14, 2018

If we have Jesus and we have
heaven as our goal, then we have
so much to be thankful for. However, I feel like many people go
through life with a rain cloud
hanging over their heads. We
tend to focus on all the negative
in the world that we forget about
the joy that Christ brings. Job
losses and financial troubles are
hard. Sickness and death are difficult to deal with. However, knowing that Jesus is the author and
finisher of our faith should be
something that brings joy to this
dark and painful world.
The holidays are wonderful time
to celebrate the family and
friends we have in our lives. It’s a
wonderful time to remember how
blessed we are. However, let’s not
forget that with Jesus in our lives,
every day is a joyful day. Don’t let
the temptations and the struggles
of this world take that away. Don’t
let the temporary pain or satisfactions of this world distract you
from the eternal joys that are
waiting for us in heaven. Be joyful
and rejoice in the Lord.

MarionStreet

church of Christ

124 N. Marion Street
256-232-1786
Website: www.marionstreet.org

SERVICES
Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.
Worship 9:30 a.m.
Bible Classes 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday - Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Also, you can join us Sundays at
9:30 a.m. on Facebook Live

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington
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ALDOT update on U.S. 31 work
related to new Athens High School

O

n Friday, Dec. 7, the Alabama Department of Transportation provided the City
of Athens with an update on the
traffic improvement project for
U.S. 31 around the new Athens
High School.
ALDOT will put the signal for the
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new Athens High School and
Athens Bible School back in flash
operation on Friday, Dec. 14. The
signal will remain on flash operation over that weekend, and
ALDOT will place it in full operational mode on Monday, Dec. 17,
after the morning rush traffic.

ALDOT reported that all roadwork
at the new intersection should be
completed by Dec. 14.

● An additional left turn lane will
be installed at U.S. 31 and Alabama 99.

There are roadwork improvements remaining on U.S. 31 surrounding the intersection. Those
improvements are:

● Pedestrian signals added at
U.S. 31 and Alabama 251.
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That work will not be completed
until early 2019.

December 14, 2018

December 14, 2018
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HORSE SENSE

by Jim Swanner

Helping Horses with Narrow Spaces

K

eeping in mind Horses are
prey animals and being
naturally claustrophobic
means they avoid close and
confined places. If a horse feels
trapped or squeezed it can
become a disaster for horse and
human.

out the hindquarters with your
vision (that’s another article). And
Wait.
Each time you send your horse
through, you will move closer to the
wall or object and ask your horse
to go through calmly. I said ‘ASK’.
You don’t want to force or coerce
the horse to doing this for that
could cause the horse to become
more unconfident because you just
gave it something more to be
afraid of, humans.

We can help a horse become more
confident by teaching it these
places won’t kill it.
A horse that feels claustrophobic
will have trouble with trailering,
jumping, ramps, bridges, stalls,
ditches and narrow trails and also
being ridden. Think about the
halter or bridle, think about the
saddle girth. These are confining
tack. Also, when you sit on your
horse it is trapped between your
lags, unless you’re riding side
saddle.
There are many ways of teaching a
horse to become more confident in
confined spaces but I am going to
discuss only one here. We’ll call
this, ‘The Send Thru’.
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You will send your horse through
an area of a tight location. It will go
between you and something. Not
so close that the horse has a
problem going through. You can
use a wall, some barrels or
anything that will create a tight
place.
First, you will need to teach your
horse to go forward while you are
in front and slightly to one side, like
sending a horse off into a circle.

Once you and your horse
understands that then you can
proceed to the position of asking
for the ‘Send Thru’. You will send
your horse through the tight place;
to begin with, you will be about
eight to ten feet from the
wall/object. This will help your
horse to begin with.
The steps are, Send, Allow (allow it
to go through), Stop, Turn (it
turning to face you by you pushing

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

If you have an unconfident horse
that has issues with tight places,
remember, it is a prey animal and
doesn’t like confined places. They
have to have a way and a place to
escape to if we try and force them.
To learn more, contact us at K-I-N
Stables Athens, AL and follow us
on Facebook.
You can also hear live radio All
About Horses radio each Monday
morning at 9:30 cst at Jim
Swanner Media Facebook page.

December 14, 2018

ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.
Jefferson Street at Green Street
Athens, AL 35611
256-232-1130
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:
• Personal Injury

• Family Law

- Automobile Accidents
- Workman’s Compensation
- 18-Wheeler Accidents
- Products Liability

- Divorce
- Guardianship
- Custody
- Wills and Probate

• Social Security Disability
• General Law
- Litigation
- Corporate and LLC Formations
- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance
- Landlord — Tenant Matters
- Real Property Issues

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

James M. Corder
jcorder@acpbs.com

Mitch Shelly
mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen
zburgreen@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

December 14, 2018
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dec 14, 2018 — Christmas Then
and Now at Calvary Epicenter Tanner, AL at 7:00PM. Come experience the magic of “Now” and the
majesty of “Then!” For over 20
years people from all across North
Alabama and the surrounding
areas have counted Christmas
Now & Then as one of their favorite
family traditions. Information and
Ticket WEBSITE

9:00PM. Free. Large groups are
requested to call ahead 256-4208172.
Dec 15, 2018 — Santa comes to
Athens North Pole Stroll in Big
Spring Memorial Park (100 North
Beaty Street in Athens) from
2:00PM-5:00PM for ornament
decorating with Sun Loans; cookie
decorating with Optimist Club; and
Letters to Santa with Innovative
Realty. Santa pops in for pictures
with the kids and reading of the
classic tale, “T’was the Night Before Christmas” from 5:00PM7:00PM.

Dec 14, 15, 16, 2018 — “The
Christmas Story” Drive-Thru Story
of the Birth of Jesus at Emmanuel
Baptist Church (1917 U.S. Highway
72W in Athens) from 5:30PM8:30PM. Free.
Dec 15, 2018 — Christmas Then
and Now at Calvary Epicenter TanDec 14, 2018 — Ardmore’s Christ- ner, AL at 10:00AM, 2:00 PM, and
mas Open House with First Na- 6 PM. Come experience the magic
tional Bank (26591 Main Street in of “Now” and the majesty of
Ardmore, TN) from 2:00PM- “Then!” For over 20 years people
4:00PM with refreshments and a from all across North Alabama and
visit from Santa.
the surrounding areas have
counted Christmas Now & Then as
Dec 14, 15, 16, 2018 — Bethle- one of their favorite family tradihem Walk at Mable Hill Baptist tions.
Church on 3778 Ready Section Dec 17, 2018 — Christmas ConRoad in Ardmore, Alabama. This cert with Athens High School Jazz
sensory experience walk-through Band in the small theatre of
of Bethlehem on the night that Athens Middle School (100 U.S.
Jesus is born from 6:30PM- Highway 31N in Athens) from

6:30PM-8:00PM. To serve the
community this holiday season,
the band request donations of at
the door: Winter Coat, Blanket,
Gloves, Toboggan Facebook

Dec 24, 2018 — Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service with Summit
Crossing - Limestone (740 Roy
Long Road East in Athens) from
5:00PM-6:00PM for songs and celebration of the season.

Dec 18, 2018 — AHS & AMS
Christmas Concert at Athens High
School Auditorium (601 South Dec 25, 2018
Clinton Street in Athens) from
6:30PM-8:00PM. Donations of
non-perishable groceries will be
taken at the door to help those in
Athens during the holidays.
Dec 24, 2018 — Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service with Friendship Church (16479 Lucas Ferry
Road in Athens) starting at
6:30PM with choice of glow stick
or candle. Join in the singing of
your favorite carols and songs.
Enjoy the reading of the Christmas
Story and finish with Light of the
World lighting and Silent Night.
friendshipumc.org

Merry
Christmas

answers

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by
Adria Bonniville. She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

2311 Market Place, Suite E
Huntsville, AL 35801
Hours
Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM
Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Phone • 2569648908
Cell • 2565093103
Fax • 2565856474
Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

$ Club

PRODUCER

Million
Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker • Limestone
256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf

James Phillips

Jane Harrington

Missey DeGroﬀ

Anton Etenko

Associate Broker/Realtor
256-431-7916

Broker • Lauderdale
256-656-2370

Managing Broker • Madison
256-325-0008

Realtor®
256-508-8432

Realtor®
256-763-3123

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Liz Wingard

Christie Bennett

Associate Broker, GRI
256-777-3988

Associate Broker/ Realtor®
256-771-3744

Guy Fry

Linda Toone

Leonel White

Julie Osborn

Dale Carter

Realtor®/ Auctioneer
256-337-0639

Associate Broker
256-777-1069

Associate Broker
256-337-3165

Realtor®
256-206-0581

Realtor®
256-898-4358

Heather Green

Shewaltha Yates Gusler

Glynda Walker

Jacky Patterson, Jr.

Chris Corum

Dusti Hafner

Susa Farmer

Realtor®
256-874-1147

Realtor®
256-874-6034

Realtor®
256-431-1474

Realtor®
256-874-6033

Realtor®
256-412-9516

Realtor®
256-523-1939

Realtor®
256-652-1662

Allyson Davis

James Martinez

Realtor®
256-508-6782

Realtor®
256-335-0611

4746 Circle Drive • Florence • $99,900
MLS#1101041 • Dale Carter, 256-898-4358

2847 Saddletree Blvd. • Huntsville • $36,900
MLS#1092860 • Jane Harrington, 256-325-000

7142 Hwy. 72 W • Clements • $259,000
MLS#1107827 • James Phillips, 256-656-2370

309 County Road 533 • Rogersville • $147,500
MLS#1106870 • Chris Corum, 256-412-9516

Erica Crunk
Realtor®
256-349-8300

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
December 14, 2018
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley
COMMERCIAL

3107 Fouche Drive • Huntsville • $105,000
MLS#1084067 • Missy Degroﬀ, 256-508-8432

122 Edgebrook Drive • Ardmore • $220,000
MLS#1083412 • Missy Degroﬀ, 256-508-8432

15434 Hwy. 24 • Moulton • $700,000
MLS#1104422 • Dale Carter, 256-898-4358

800 Lucas Street • Athens • $20,000
MLS#1103403 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

412 Vine Street • Athens • $53,400
MLS#1102126 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

9 W. Hwy. 72 • Clements • $59,999
MLS#1071999 • Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033

14149 Lucas Ferry Road • Tanner * $79,900
MLS#1079408 • Liz Wingard, 256-777-3988

18821 Bream Bluﬀ Road • Clements • $79,900
MLS#1092640 • Leonel White, 256-337-3165

14536 Ripley Road • Tanner • $89,900
MLS#1101449 • Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

0 Bayles Street • Anderson • $112,500
MLS#1104328 • James Phillips, 256-656-2370

29600 Lester Road • W. Limestone • $139,500
MLS#1100855 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Shinnecock Hills Drive • $145,000
MLS#1053216 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

6400 Snake Road • Clements • $850,000
MLS#1098101 • James Phillips, 256-656-2370

Equine Farm
1355 Mitchell Road • Pulaski • $599,000
MLS#1098411 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Menefee Road • E. Limestone • $18,000
MLS#1092637 • Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
Page 22
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley
COMMERCIAL LAND

250 Rolling Brook Drive • Rogersville • $28,500
MLS#1096119 • James Phillips, 245-656-2370

COMMERCIAL LAND
941 Blake Bottom Road - Huntsville - $2,522,545
MLS#1098273 • James Martinez, 256-335-0611

20355 Hogan Drive • Elkmont • $316,500
MLS#1102046 • Liz Wingard, 256-777-3988

Price reDuced

987 County Road 610 • Rogersville • $75,000
MLS#1102298 • James Phillips, 245-656-2370

11971 Little Coﬀman • W. Limestone • $119,900
MLS#1100346 • Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

33 County Road 35 • Rogersville • $35,000
MLS#1106606 • Erica Crunk, 256-508-6782

7205 Parkwood Street • Florence • $175,000
MLS#1102673 • Chris Corum, 256-412-9516

310 Aqua Vista Drive • Killen • $429,900
MLS#1103007 • Erica Crunk, 256-508-6782

1202 South Madison Street • Athens • $149,999
MLS#1106490 • Jackie L. Patterson, 256-874-6033

25575 Gray Stone Drive • E. Limestone • $219,900
MLS#1085559 • Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

311 Happy Hollow Drive • Florence • $337,000
MLS#1080710 • Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

COMMERCIAL LAND/QUAD APARTMENTS
410 N. Columbia Avenue • Sheﬃeld • $218,000
MLS#1103320 • James Martinez, 256-335-0611

106 Cascade Drive • Athens • $185,000
MLS#1107549 • Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

26262 Apple Orchard Lane • E. Limestone • $315,000
MLS#1071599 • Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

COMMERCIAL

14203 Mooresville Road • Athens • $225,900
MLS#1072001 • Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
December 14, 2018
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