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Lawnmowers and garden plants galore
at the Limestone Farmers Co-op store
By Sonny Turner

S

am Jackson is the new
manager at the Limestone
Farmers Cooperative in
Athens which has an assortment
of new lawnmowers and garden
supplies this spring.
Jackson, who is a 2005 Athens
High School graduate, comes to
the local Co-op after working for
a plant nursery in North Carolina.
He is also a 2010 graduate of
Mississippi State University with
a degree in agricultural business.
Jackson was hired as the new Coop manager in January.
The Co-op, located on U.S. 31
South in Athens, has plenty of
Hustler mowers to choose from.
They have small, midsize and
large residential mowers. All
of their lawnmowers have foot
operated hands free deck height
adjustments.
New for 2019 is the Dash
available in 34-inch and 42-inch
decks with a 10.5 Horsepower
Briggs and Stratton engine, ideal
for lawns up to three-quarters
of an acre. Also, they have the
Raptor 42-inch deck with an 18
horsepower Kawasaki engine,
and the Raptor 52-inch deck
mower with a 23 horsepower

New Limestone Farmers Co-op Manager Sam Jackson, far right, with two of his
clerk employees, Casie Spencer, left, and Kathy Williams.
Kawasaki engine.
Large residential mowers at the
The Co-op is featuring a “Good
Co-op include the Raptor SDX
Friday” 5 for $15 plant sale from
Midsize lawnmowers this year
54-inch
23
HP
with
a
Kawasaki
April 11-20. This special will
include the Raptor SD 48-inch
engine, and the Raptor SDX 60feature 4.5-inch to 5-inch potted
deck with a 21.5 HP Kawasaki
inch deck 24 HP with a Kawasaki
Bonnie plants and an assortment
engine, and the Raptor SD 54engine.
They
also
have
the
Fastrak
of veggies and herbs.
inch deck with a 23 HP Kawasaki
54-inch mower with a 24 HP
engine.
see more on page 7
Kawasaki engine with roll bars.

Athens announces plans for a new
industrial plant, Toyota Boshoku America

A

success with Toyota Boshoku and
companies in the future.

thens Limestone County
Econ-omic Development
President, Tom Hill, along
with Mayor Ronnie Marks, Governor Kay Ivey, and Chairman
of Toyota Boshoku, Dr. Shuhei
Toyoda, announced the new
$50 million investment to build
a supply facility in Athens, AL.
This new facility will be located
in the Breeding North Industrial
Park and employ approximately
400 people.
Governor Kay Ivey projected
that Alabama would be the #2
automotive producing state in the
country within the next 5 years.
She presented Dr. Toyoda with the
‘Seal of Alabama’ plaque. Dr.
Toyoda’s team was introduced
along with local and state officials
attending the announcement
meeting. Toyoto Boshoku is the
1st

Dr. Shuhei Toyoda speaking
to packed house at City Hall in
Athens.
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Governor Kay Ivey presents Dr. Shuhei Toyoda, Chairman of
Toyota Boshoku, the ‘Seal of Alabama’.
automotive plant to invest in said the goal was to make this the
Athens.
Athens was chosen best decision they have ever made
through a site selection committee. and welcomed Toyota Boshoku
Greg Canfield, Secretary of Com- to Athens. Senator Arthur Orr
merce for the State of Alabama said he looked forward to great
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2019 Musk Ox Hunt
By Chuck Vessels

I

just got back from seven days
in the Arctic Circle at Rankin Inlet, Nunavut, Canada. I was one
of two first time outside hunters
in this region. Up until now only
the native Inuit Eskimo hunters
of this area hunted there. I was
in a very remote area at the very
top of Hudson Bay. All of the Inuit
people we met were very nice and
very accommodating. They were
excited to add to their economy by
opening up their area to tourism
and hunter’s revenue. The village
I was in was the hub of the region and the largest of the region.
Their population was about 2900.
I was there to hunt Musk Ox with
possible opportunities for Arctic Wolf, Arctic Hare, Ptarmigan,
and Wolverine. The primary food
sources for the village are Caribou, Musk Ox, Whale, Polar Bear,
Arctic Char, and Grayling. They
also use the hides and bones for
clothing, tools, jewelry, and many
other things. There is a restriction on the importation of marine
mammals and related products in
to the U.S. so I was unable to buy
those souvenirs. I did buy beaver
mittens and some native fishing
and hunting tools made from carChuck Vessels with his Musk Ox.
ibou and brass. The Inuit have
beautiful clothing and footwear
bile for over five hours across tun- then form a circle to observe and They suggested we eat some of
made from Seals, Polar Bear,
dra rock, frozen sea ice, and hard protect from all directions. The the whale blubber to maintain
Musk Ox, Walrus, Bear, Wolf, and
packed tundra snow for over 40 subsistence hunters of the area core body heat. You eat the skin
other local animals.
miles from the village. Now this do not hunt the old large bulls. with the first layer of fat because
We were pinned down for the was not across fluffy, soft snow. So, we had two very nice bulls in when it gets in your stomach the
first five days because of an arc- It was wind-blown packed snow, this herd. After several attempts I oils generate heat. I promise you
tic blizzard. This region is known rock, and ice. Imagine the worst finally was able to harvest the one can feel it happen. It has a fish oil
for its crippling winter storms. I roller coaster ride your body has seen in the picture.
smell but no taste.
might mention this was sold as a ever been through and do it for
All of the meat is required by the It took us six hours in the mentally
SPRING hunt! There was 60 plus over five hours in these weather
local government to be donated and physically tortuous ride back
MPH winds with under 50 feet conditions. It was brutal. In the
to the village. We were allowed to to town and we arrived a little afvisibility and wind-chill tempera- middle part of the day we warmed
prepare and eat some of the meat ter midnight. It was -21 degrees
tures below -70 degrees. On the up to -7 degrees and the sun bein camp. While processing the when we got back. I still don’t have
last scheduled hunt day the storm came visible for about an hour.
Musk Ox one of the guides pre- all of the feeling in my left foot yet
started breaking up in the mornFinally, we spotted a herd of Musk pared Musk Ox tender loin, Car- (I have been back for three days
ing and visibility picked up to “safe
Ox and prepared the stalk. As you ibou stew (while we were out we now). We packed a six day hunt in
enough” conditions.
can imagine, with four layers of spotted a herd of caribou and two to 16 hours. Anyway, I can vouch
We left the village at 0800 with clothes and a survival suit as well of the Inuits shot six to take back for the toughness of these people,
the temperature at -22 degrees, as huge arctic boots you don’t to the village (they have no closed the magnificence of their culture,
wind speed of 38 mph, and wind- move very gracefully or without a season and no bag limits for sub- and their overwhelming humility
chill of -71 degrees. We travelled lot of physical effort. The Musk sistence hunting for the village)), and hospitality.
by dog sled but pulled by snowmo- Ox will run for a short distance and and raw Beluga Whale blubber.
April 12, 2019
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The Ark Encounter

The re-constructed Ark.
By Debra Johnson
have heard on occasion, people
talking about going to see ‘The
Ark’ in Williamstown, Kentucky.
One day I really do want to go
see this awesome piece of
architecture. Recently, my Aunt
and cousins traveled to Kentucky
to visit The Ark Encounter, and
it truly sounds magnificent. The
This photo shows the size of
the trees used for the support
Ark Encounter features a fullcolumns.
size re-creation of the ark, built
according to the dimensions and
instructions given to Noah in the
Genesis account of the Bible.
Such instructions included the Ginna Chittam Jones, Judy Chittam, and Jan Wilbanks at the
size, location of the only door, the
Ark Encounter in Kentucky.
three decks inside the boat, and
leaving an opening below the roof
all the way around the boat. Noah
was told to take a pair of every
kind of animal, male and
Storage containers for food
and water.
female, and enough food for the
animals and the family.
On your tour of the Ark you will see
life-sized replicas of the people
and the animals that
were on board, visit the living
quarters and view the teaching
exhibits of the biblical account of
Noah’s Ark. I am sure I would be
in awe of the craftmanship of the
duplication of this magnificent
structure and want to plan to visit
soon.

I

Photos were shared by Jan Wilbanks
and Ginna Chittam Jones.

Page 4

Noah’s living quarters.
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(256) 771-3857
The

Floor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts
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THE
By Debra Johnson

W

ell, the time has finally
arrived. The winter rains
have ended and the
temps are warming up. It is time
to plant the vegetable garden.
We had enough of a break in the
rain to let the garden area dry
out and get it turned and ready
to plant. We planted all the early
vegetables that we could about 3
weeks ago. We planted potatoes,
corn, onions, and cabbage. We
will wait a little longer and let
the threat of frosts pass before
planting our beans, cucumbers,
squash, peas, and transplants of
tomatoes and peppers.

Plant potatoes with eyes up.

Onions planted in gin dirt.
Hudson helping Granna put gin
dirt in row for planting onions
cotton hulls) in the rows where
the onions were planted and
under the cabbage plants. I also,
plan to use the gin dirt under my
transplants of tomatoes, peppers,
and squash. I think it enriches
the soil for better growth. At
least, that is what I am hoping.

To prepare the garden area,
Danny turned the soil, then used
the disc to break it up even
more. It takes several trips over
the garden with the disc to get
the soil clots all broken up and
smooth. We have learned that
potatoes grow better if you pull
the soil up in a large furrow. This
allows the water to drain off the
potatoes and is less likely for
them to rot. It also gives the
potato plant more room for the
potatoes to grow. I was always
told as a child to always plant the
potato with the eye up so they
could see how to grow. Ha!!! But,
I always do plant them with the
eye up. I am just beginning to
see the new plants peek through
the soil.
We also, put gin dirt ( a rich, black
dirt that is made from rotted

After we planted the potatoes,
we laid off all the rows in the
garden area, then I plan where
everything is going to go. They
say that it is better to rotate the
vegetables from year to year and
not always plant them in the
same spot. So we are doing that
this year.
So now, we are waiting for the
time to plant the rest of the
garden. Then, the work of weed
control will begin. Ha!

Making a furrow hill for the potatoes to be planted.

701 Hwy. 31 South • Athens, Alabama 35611

(256) 232-6038 •

Fax (256) 232-6042

randy@athensathletics.com

Randy McKinney, Owner
Monday-Friday 9 to 5 • Saturday 9-12
Sporting Goods and Apparel • Screen Printing
Monogramming • Trophies • Engraving • Uhaul
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Plants galore
continued from page 1

Sam Jackson, in front of the Limestone Farmers Co-op with
some zero-turn mowers.

April 12, 2019
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson
Limestone Homebuilders bass tournament 2019

T

he weather for fishing could
not have been more perfect
for fishing than last Saturday
April 6, 2019. As twilight gave
way to day light the fishing teams
took to the Wheeler Lake for a
day of competition and dreams of
bringing in that big bag of bass.
Wheeler Lake was within 1.5
feet from being at summer pool.
When the lake reaches full pool,
fishing can be quite a challenge.
Smallmouth bass has increased
in number of bass weighed in the
last few years. On the other hand,
largemouth bass seem to be fewer
on Wheeler.
Many fishing teams have decided
to fish up river toward Guntersville
Dam in search of the allusive
game fish. The water current flow
is often present the higher up river
you fish. All 3 species can be found
up near Ditto Landing. My theory
is the recent high water and the
flood gates open, fish from Lake
Guntersville have washed into
Wheeler. Just my idea, no proof of
that theory.
As luck would have it, our first 3
stops yielded only bank runner
bass. After 10:30 we abandoned
our plans and started jump
fishing. We managed to sack up
13.51 pounds of largemouth and
earn a check. The 3 p.m. cut off
time neared and boats started
travelling back to Ingalls for the
bass show down. We weighed our
fish early and held a decent place

Pat Anderson and Walter Prosser, 1st place winners with
Tournament Director, Nate Mayfield, show off their 20.49 lb
catch.

Pat Anderson and fishing partner, Walter Prosser, showing off
1st place plaques and receiving a check from Gideon Flanagan
from Flanagan Lumber of Athens.
for a while, then the big bags An 18 pound hit the scales, then
showed up and we dropped like a another 18 pound bag, then the
hot potato.
on lookers wowed as a 19 pound
sack of bass made the stage. As
the weighing slowed, my friend
Pat Anderson of Ardmore and
partner, took top honors with
a 20.49 lb. roughy bag busting

sack of smallies. This was a
wonder bag of smallmouth and
they all appeared to be the same
size. This was going to be a
good fishing pay day for Pat and
Walter winning $2000 donated
by Gideon Flanagan of Flanagan
lumber company.
Pat Anderson and Walter Prosser
had caught fish all day. Pat said,
“We had a blast today catching
these smallmouth.”
Big fish honors went to Nick
Reeves with a 5.93 lb.largemouth
sponsored by Patsy Gooch
of Century 21 Realty and Big
Smallmouth went to Blake Hall
with a 5.75 lb. smallmouth
sponsored by Robbie McDowell of
TR Electric.
Nate Mayfield was tournament
director and did a great job
getting the tournament started
and weighing the fish in a timely
manner. Getting the fish back in
the water as quickly as possible
increases their survival rate.
One good thing about early
tournaments is the water is colder
and the fish survive better. Past
director, Robbie McDowell, had
been tournament director for
several years and a special thanks
goes out to Robbie for his effort in
getting the tournament where it is
today.
Recognition must also go out to
the many sponsors and volunteers
that contribute to make the event
possible each year.
continued on page 9

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES

Craig Livingston and Tim James with 2nd place plaques
presented by Tournament Director, Nate Mayfield weighed in
19.02 lb.
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256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com
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4th place went to Jeff Hooper and
Stephen Herbert with 18.11 lb.

Danny Johnson
with 2 nice
Wheeler Lake
largemouth.

Nick Reeves and Dustin Terry with Tournament
Director, Nate Mayfield, showing off their 18.85 lb
catch that landed them 3rd place.

Nick Reeves receiving award for Big
Blake Hall is presented Big Smallmouth Award
Tournament Bass from Century 21 Realtor, from Robbie McDowell and R.J. McDowell from
Patsy Gooch. Big fish weighed 5.93 lb. TR Electrical. Big Smallmouth weighed 5.75 lb.

April 12, 2019
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Taking 5th place was John and
Jerry Wydner with 17.09 lb.
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

Raising the rafters

M

any times folks of the
holler lived in 2 or 3 room
houses. One room was
set aside for the sleeping quarters, another for eating, and the
3rd room was the living room
and doubled as a bedroom. The
kitchen had a large table that
would seat 8 to 10 adults. A wood
cook stove was also part of the
amenities found in turn of the
century dwellings. When electricity was made available, a refrigerator was added, but the wood
stove remained a vital part of the
furnishings. After a hard day of
working, not long after supper
time, we read a little scripture
from the Bible by the coal oil light,
then it was time for us to turn in
for the night.
Night time was very stressful
for me because I was what you
call a light sleeper. If a person
1806 Wilkinson Street
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any
excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.
Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”
Page 10

didn’t get to sleep pretty quick,
the snoring noise was so loud it
shook the room. I had to sleep on
a fold-out bed in the living room
to try to escape the groans and
whistling noises that echoed out
of the main bedroom
The wood stove was located in
the living room where the foldout sofa was where I slept. The
light from the fire would cast a
dim light in the room enough to
see pretty good.
I, on several occasions, have
seen the snoring reach a point
where the gopher rats would be
driven from the bedroom area. I
remember one night it sounded
like dual chainsaws running, and
this rat scuttled from the bedroom
and stood up on his back legs
for the longest gazing back into
the bedroom. The rodents would
squeeze under the front door and
go outside and spend the night.
I figure they had rather face the
cold of the night than the noise
coming from the snoring.
In today’s world, the doctors
would claim a person had a
sleeping problem if they snored.

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

I was the one with the sleeping
problem because I rarely could go
to sleep. I would complain in the
morning to the perpetrators, but
they would always say, “ I am so
‘tard’ when I lay down most nights,
I fall asleep before my head hits
the pillow.” Humpy would say, “
If you plowed them mules all day
from day light till dark, you won’t
have trouble sleeping.”
I was still in school and didn’t
get as tired as they did, but I
still needed some ‘shut eye’ so
I could get some learning. The
family wanted me working on the
farm everyday except Sunday, but
my schooling was important to
me and allowed me a means to
escape the hard life associated
with making a living from the dirt.
We all owe much to the farming
industry. The farms provide our
food and fibers for our clothing,
but there are other jobs to
choose from. I did miss being
outside in nature and seeing the
sunrise and smelling the fresh
scents of trees and flowers as
spring arrived.

April 12, 2019

DEB’S Delights

Cheddar-Chive Biscuits

from the Pioneer Woman
using a pastry cutter. Drizzle in
the buttermilk. Use a scoop to
place small balls of dough on a
baking sheet lined with a baking
mat. Bake the biscuits for 12 to
15 minutes, until they are nice
and golden. You may choose to
melt some butter and brush on
the tops of the biscuits while they
are hot. For a little extra green,
sprinkle the rest of the chives on
top.

8 ounces white Cheddar cheese
1/3 cup chopped chives
6 cups all-purpose flour
1/4 cup baking powder
1 tsp salt
1 1/2 cups (3 sticks) cold butter,
cut into small pieces, plus more
for brushing (optional)
2 1/2 cups buttermilk
Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
Shred the cheese with the grater,
then slice up all the chives. Add
the flour, baking powder, salt,
cheese, and most of the chives to
the bowl of a food processor. Pulse
the ingredients until they’re all
combined. The chives and cheese
pretty much become part of the
dry ingredients. (Or you can mix by
hand and then use a pastry cutter
to cut the ingredients together)
Add the cold butter and either
pulse the mixture or continue

April 12, 2019

by Debra Johnson
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Artifacts from the past
By Danny Johnson

B

eing raised in the South we
cherish our hunting, fishing,
and target practice with our
favorite weapon.
This way of life is natural and
comes second nature to a
southern boy. Wading up and
down the creek catching bream
with a cane pole and frog hunting
at night bring back fond memories
of my childhood.
While working in fields along
streams, I remember finding an
arrowhead left behind by our
ancestors. The farm practice
included turning the soil and
running a harrow over it to break
up the clods. After a rain, the
arrowheads were exposed lying
there in the fresh turned soil. In
most of today’s farming practice,
the soil is never disturbed and
chemicals are used to control the
unwanted grasses. This put a stop
to finding Indian points on private
property.
When we get big rains like this
spring, the creeks overflow their
banks and erode away areas of top
soil. Sometimes an arrowhead will
be brought to the surface by this
flood erosion and exposed on top
of the soil. The land owner must
give permission before a person
can look for artifacts on private
land. All TVA land is off limits and
laws protect the government land.
I have read and learned a lot
about the Indians who lived here
thousands of years ago. The
keepers of this great land left
behind stone evidence of their
existence and tools they relied on
to survive. Flint point Celtic axes,
and pottery bowls. Grind rocks
were needed for food, protection
and clothing. The earliest Indians
seemed to put more detail in
making their point than later
tribes. Farming and gatherers
displaced the hunters when
mastodon walked the earth. The

Page 12

Petrified wood fossils are found in many parts of the world.
deer and buffalo were a key meat
source. The water ways provided
fish, mussel, and other aquatic life
for food.
Beaver and deer hides were
tanned and used for clothing and
shelter. I think artifacts hold a
history about the past we need to
see and learn from. I also enjoy
finding fossils and wondering
how many thousand years these
magnificent rocks have been
around. I am amazed at how a
piece of wood can be petrified.
Internet sources indicate a piece
of wood can become petrified
in around 10,000 years. Some
petrified forests are estimated to
be millions of years old.
Artifacts do more good when they
are displayed and made available
for viewing and educational
purpose. Some rare pieces have
been found in North Alabama and
Tennessee over the past century.
A rare and one of the oldest points
dates back 11,000 years and An interesting fossil rock find appears to be a fossilized plant.
used by the Paleo Indians is the
fluted Cumberland point used to
kill large mammals.
Source: Internet Search
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Happy 50th birthday Road Runner!

G

lenn Hall, owner of
Yesterdays,
showcased
his 1969 Plymouth Road
Runner on Facebook recently
proclaiming it was the car’s 50th
birthday.
“On March 21, 1969 this baby
rolled off of the line in St Louis,
a Plymouth Road Runner hardtop
with a high performance 383,
auto trans, factory air, power
steering, front disc brakes, bucket
seats, red with black hood accent
stripes, and black vinyl top,”
Hall said. “When I purchased it
in 1995 the motor had already
been replaced with a 440. We
did a custom repaint, muscled
up the engine, and new exhaust,
upholstery, wheels and tires, and
power brakes, all in ‘95. Still looks
pretty good after all these years...”
The 1969 Roadrunner was a
beauty, indeed! The one Glenn
has still looks as good today as it
did in 1969.
The Road Runner is a mid-size car

with a focus on performance built
by Plymouth in the United States
between 1968 and 1980. By
1968, some of the original muscle
cars were moving away from
their roots as relatively cheap,
fast cars as they gained features
and increased in price. Plymouth
developed the Road Runner to
market a lower priced, basic trim
model to its upscale GTX.
Plymouth licensed the Road
Runner name, likeness, and “beep
beep” sound from the popular
Warner Brothers cartoons.
Plymouth paid $50,000 to
Warner Bros.-Seven Arts to use
the Road Runner name and

likeness from their Wile E. Coyote
and The Road Runner cartoons
(as well as a “beep, beep” horn,
which Plymouth paid $10,000 to
develop). The Road Runner was
based on the Chrysler B platform
(the same as the Belvedere and
Satellite), as a back-to-basics midsize performance car.
The earliest of the 1968 models
were available only as 2-door
pillared coupes (with a B-pillar
between the front and rear
windows), but later in the model
year a 2-door “hardtop” model
(sans pillar) was offered. The
Road Runner of 1968-1970 was
based on the Belvedere, while

the GTX was based on the Sport
Satellite, a car with higher level
trim and slight differences in the
grilles and taillights.
The 1969 model kept the same
basic look, but with slight changes
to the taillights and grille, side
marker lights, optional bucket
seats, and new Road Runner
decals. The Road Runner added
a convertible option for 1969 with
2,128 such models produced that
year. All were 383 cu in (6.3 L)
engine cars, except for ten which
were equipped with a 426 cu in
(7.0 L) Hemi.

THERE’S A OR
KUBOTA F

Every Job!
Z SERIES ZER0-TURN MOWERS

NEW!

L SERIES TRACTORS

RTV-XG SERIES
UTILITY VEHICLES

BX SERIES TRACTORS

WHETHER YOU’RE MOVING EARTH OR MOWING GRASS, KUBOTA HAS A TRACTOR
AND POWER RANGE THAT’S UNSURPASSED – FROM 18 TO 168 HP!
7809 US HWY 31 S • TANNER, AL 35671

WWW.H
HRAGRIPOWER.COM

ASK ABOUT GREAT
FINANCING DEALS!

For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are base on various standards or recommended practices.
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

by Kevin Harrington,
Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Strength in time of trouble

W

e’ve all had our moments
of weakness. We’ve all
been afraid. We’ve all
sinned. We’ve all been affected
by sickness. We’ve all questioned
God’s intentions and maybe even
His goodness. We’ve all reached
our breaking point at some time
in our lives. Who do we turn to
in times of trouble? How do we
climb out of the hole? How do we
find our way out of the darkness
when there is no light. Isaiah
gives us the answer. “So do not
fear, for I am with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I
will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.” Isaiah 41:10.
Here are a few reminders for you
as you go throughout your week.
First, God is with us. God is our
protector and our rock. He’s our
shield and our fortress. In those

moments we feel alone and
beaten down, don’t forget that
God hasn’t gone anywhere. He
is still loving and protecting us.
He is still watching over us. He
surrounds us with his love and
mercy. Do you remember what
God told Joshua after Moses
died? “Be strong and courageous,
the Lord God is with you wherever
you go.” Are you feeling lost
today? Feeling alone? Feeling
hopeless and weak? Be strong
and courageous...God is with you.
Second, remember who your
God is. Isaiah says, “do not be
dismayed, for I am your God.” In
other words...do you know who
you have on your side? Don’t be
discouraged when it seems like
the Devil is winning. God is on
our side. It reminds me of Tom
Brady, six time Super Bowl wining
quarterback of the New England

Clothing • Shoes • Jewelry • Costumes • Books • Toys • CD’s • Videos • Software •

Furniture • Home Decor • Bedding • Glassware • Appliances • Antiques

ATHENS KIDS MART
OPEN Now til May 25th
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7 days a week

Patriots. No matter how behind
his team seems to be...you can
never count them out. After being
down 28-3 in the third quarter of
the 2017 Super Bowl, Tom Brady
led his team to 31 straight points
to win the game. One teammate
said, “we never lost hope...do you
know who we have on our team?”
(Referring to Tom Brady). Well...do
you know who you have on your
team? God. He’s better than Tom
Brady.
Third, God will strengthen,
help, and uphold us. There’s
a Christian song my wife and I
listen to that says, “You say I am
strong when I think I am weak;
You say I am held when I am
falling short.” That’s exactly what
God does for us. We are weak, He
is strong. We fall short, He picks
us up and holds us. He will carry
us through the storms.

Kevin Harrington
What are you going through? No
matter the situation, God is there.
He is a strong and awesome God.
And don’t forget...He’s YOUR God.
Dear God. Thank you for
protecting me. I am weak, but
you are strong. Help me to lean
on you in my hard times. Teach
me to see you through the storm.
Amen.

MarionStreet
124 N. Marion Street
256-232-1786

SAME LOCATION!
100 Hwy 72 E
Beside Train Overpass

Website: www.marionstreet.org

Monday - Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 12-4pm

SERVICES
Spring Series with guest speakers
each Wednesday night in the
month of April 6:30 p.m.
Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.
Worship 9:30 a.m.
Bible Classes 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday - Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Also, you can join us Sundays at
9:30 a.m. on Facebook Live

Sterling Reed

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

Page 15

CALENDAR
Apr 12, 2019 -- Kaleidoscope Live at
Art Afters Hours at High Cotton Arts
(103 West Washington Street in Athens)
from 6:00PM-8:00PM with your favorite
classic rock featuring a 4-piece horn
section. Facebook
Apr 13 and 20, 2019 -- Athens Historic
Walking Tours
Join the AthensLimestone County Tourism Association
at the Athens-Limestone Visitors Center
(100 North Beaty Street in Athens) at
9:45AM for check-in and tour selection.
Expect a 1-2 hour long tour which begins
at 10:00AM. Comfortable shoes and
light jacket are suggested. Free. For
more information: 256-232-5411
Apr 13 and 20, 2019 -- Mooresville
Historic Walking Tours Join the Town
of Mooresville at the Mooresville Post
Office (Lauderdale Street) at 9:45AM
for a 1-hour free tour of the history
and architecture of Mooresville. www.
MooresvilleAL.com
Apr 13, 2019 -- Elkmont Historic Saturday
Walks starting at 10:00AM with local
guides sharing tales of history and lore

from the Elkmont Depot (Railroad Street
in downtown Elkmont). Free
Apr 13 and 19, 2019 -- Alabama Spring
Art Exhibit with the High Cotton Arts
(103 West Washington Street in Athens)
form 10:00AM-4:00PM featuring stained
glass, quilts, metalwork, paintings and
more honoring the Alabama Bicentennial.
Also, Apr 17-18, 2019 from 10:00AM-2
:00PM Facebook
Apr 13, 2019 -- Arbor Day Festival on
Founder’s Hall Lawn of Athens State
University (300 North Beaty Street in
Athens) from 1:00PM-5:00PM with
blow-ups, tree tours, arts and crafts,
facepainting and pizza hosted by SGA.
Free and open to the public. Facebook
Apr 13, 2019 -- Athens Funky Fun Run/
Walk with Autism Society of Alabama
at the Athens Middle School (100 U.S.
Highway 31N in Athens) from 9:00AM12:00PM with a zero competition walk
event. Activities for the kids, inflatables,
resource fair. Registration opens at
8:00AM, walk begins at 9:00AM. More
information or advance registration:
firstgiving.com

Apr 13, 2019 -- Easter Eggstravaganza
with Round Island Baptist Church
(14790 Brownsferry Road in Athens)
from 1:30PM-3:00PM with eggs hunts
for Toddlers to 6th Grade (3 divisions
Preschool; 1st-3rd Grade; 4th-6th
Grade). Family-friendly fun with games,
food, and prizes and the real story of
Easter. Free Facebook

Apr 21, 2019 -- Easter Observance -- local
governments, area agencies, attractions,
restaurants and shops may be closed
or have modified hours of operation in
observance of this holiday. Please call
ahead to confirm availability and hours.

Apr 13, 2019 -- Friendship Flashlight
Egg Hunt at Friendship United Methodist
Church (16479 Lucas Ferry Road in
Athens) starting at 5:30PM with food
vendors, inflatables, and activities
followed by egg hunts for everyone
starting at 6:00PM. Free and open
to the public More more information
friendshipumc.org
Apr 19, 2019 -- Good Friday Observance
-- local governments, area agencies,
attractions, restaurants and shops may
be closed or have modified hours of
operation in observance of this holiday.
Please call ahead to confirm availability
and hours.

HAPPY
EASTER

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by
Adria Bonniville. She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!
2311 Market Place SW, Suite E • Huntsville, AL 35801
Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Phone | 2569648908 • Cell | 2565093103
Fax | 2565856474
Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

‘From Limestone to Moon Rock’
exhibit at Limestone Co. Archives

A

half-century ago, Limestone
County joined the rest of
world in watching as the
first man set foot on the moon.
This spring, the Limestone
County Archives celebrates
the 50th anniversary of the
1969 lunar landing with “From
Limestone to Moon Rock:
Limestone County Connections
to NASA and the Lunar Landing
50th Anniversary,” the exhibit
open April 1 through May 17 in
the Archives exhibit space.
Presented in partnership with
the Daughters of the American
Revolution and the Smithsonian
Institution, the exhibit features
national-award-winning student
artwork and creative writing,
views of Earth from space,
and photos from the Archives
collection of local connections to
the space program.
“We are excited to highlight the
local connections to this event
that made world history,” said
Rebekah Davis, Limestone
County Archivist.
More than 100 students in
Limestone County submitted
artwork, poetry and essays
for the DAR’s Junior American
Citizens Committee Contest
commemorating the 50th
anniversary of the lunar landing,
and many of those students

earned state and national honors
for their work. Laura Silvernail’s
Stamp Design Art earned first
place in the national contest,
while Anna Rae Brand and Logan
Thompson each took second
place national honors for their
artwork. In the poetry contest,
Lillian Pennington won first place
and Leighton Barksdale place
second in the national contest.
Many other local students earned
state and regional honors, and all
the creative works are displayed
in the Archives exhibit space.
“From Limestone to Moon Rock”
also includes the Smithsonian
poster exhibit “Earth from
Space,” which features 20
beautifully detailed satellite
images of the planet – from
the swirling arms of a massive
hurricane and the grid-like
pattern of Kansas farmland to the
triangular shadows cast by the
Great Pyramids and the sinuous

channels
entering
the Arctic
Ocean.
“Earth
from
Space”
illustrates
how
satellite
imagery is
gathered
and used
to expand
mankind’s understanding of
life on Earth. It also explores
the remote-sensing technology
used to gather the images and
describes the individual satellites
whose images are on display.
The poster exhibition was born of
the popular and award-winning
museum exhibition of the same
title that premiered November
2006 at the National Air and
Space Museum.

For the “From Limestone to
Moon Rock” exhibit, archivists
also dug into the collections
of the Limestone County
Archives to find unique views
of the space program from
two local photography and
history aficionados: Frank
Looney and Bob Dunnavant.
On June 16, 1969, Looney,
who worked at the Marshall
Space Flight Center at the time,
documented his whirlwind trip
to Cape Canaveral and back,
all in one day, to see the Apollo
11 launch with thousands of
his space program colleagues.
And almost exactly one decade
later, Dunnavant, who worked
as a local newspaper reporter
and photographer, documented
the painstaking journey of the
disassembled Saturn 1B rocket
through Limestone County
backroads to reassembly and a
permanent home at the Alabama
Welcome Center on Interstate
65 in Ardmore. Looney’s and
Dunnavant’s photos from these
events are on display.
The exhibit is open Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. at the Limestone County
Archives, 102 W. Washington St.,
Athens. For more information,
call 256-233-6404 or e-mail
archives@limestonecounty-al.gov.

We have made changing propane companies

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE
Complete Package Includes

YOU GET

• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one.
• Doing a safety check on your propane system.
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace.
• Giving you free tank rent until next year.

• Discount on your first Propane purchase
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365

FERGUSON L.P. GAS

27650 PINEDALE ROAD •ARDMORE, AL 35739 • 256-423-3320
April 12, 2019
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HORSE SENSE

by Jim Swanner

“Hey Bob” Horse part 2

I

n part one of the Hey Bob horse
we discussed something as
simple as throwing your lead
rope over the horses back working
up to six times both sides without
the horse flinching. This may seem
like something simple to us but for
the horse it isn’t. It’s BIG!
Probably the next thing I would
do and you can do this along
with flipping the lead over its
back it to flip it around its legs.
Be cautious here because this
could and I said could cause
the horse to kick out, especially
if he has a problem with his
legs being handled or he is
scared or skeptical. I mention
this so you will just be aware of
the possibility. Be sure you are
in a good position where you
can move if it startles. Always
be perceptive to your horses’
demeanor. Recognize when your
horse is at its threshold and back

Page 18

away, turn away or walk away.
Do not push your horse past his
limits.
After the
horse get
where he
can accept
this throwing
of the rope
around its
body, legs
and even
under its
belly I would
probably step
it up a bit.
What I mean by that is, I would
probably put a plastic bag on the
end of a 4-foot communication
stick. (a communication stick
is the stick you will see a lot of
clinicians using when working with
a horse from the ground. It usually
has a 5’ or a 6’ string connected
to the end).

I would take the string off if it
had one and loop the plastic bag
through the leather attachment
on the end. I would begin rubbing
the horse with the grip end
holding the bag end in my hand.
You would get the bag closer and
closer to finally rubbing the bag
on the horse. Do this process
from both sides.

will come from it. But, always stop
in a positive place. If your horse
begins to get upset, stop what you
are doing and go to something it
knows and then quit. You will be
stopping in a positive place.

Next, if the horse is OK with
this, hold the grip end and begin
slowly rubbing the horse with
the plastic bag. Continue in this
manner until the horse is OK and
you can rub it all over its body
without any problem and the
horse is receptive to it and not
being afraid.

www.JimSwanner.com

A note of caution, once your horse
is ok with something, get away
from it. Don’t do it again. Allow the
horse to think about it. Let him
think and know he will be OK with
what just happened and no harm

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

That way, you can begin at a
positive place next time.
Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road Athens, AL 35611
Enjoying Horses through Communication
256.874.6781
Host ‘All About Horses’ radio
Host ‘All About Horses’ TV
Find Me On Facebook:
www.facebook.com jimswannermedia/
President - Alabama Horse Council
Owner K-I-N Stables Athens, AL
Horse Boarding Facility
Writer for:
The Valley Star; The Star Sportsman;
Horse and Ranch Magazine
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by Flo Doughty

What is a Healthy Portion Size?
We hear a lot about reducing
portion sizes to lose weight or
maintain a healthy weight. We
know that “upsizing” a combo at
the fast food drive thru is not a
great idea, but what is a healthy
portion size? How do I know what
is too much? This article will
provide some answers! Whether
your goal is to help your child
maintain a healthy weight or to
lose some unhealthy pounds this
is information we all need to know
in order to be successful!
When we hear 3 oz. of lean meat,
what does that look like? How do
I know, without dragging out the
scale, how much that is? The list I
am about to give makes this easy!
It gives visual cues to help us
quickly determine what a healthy
portion is!
This information
comes from the American Council
on Exercise.
Here are some
examples….
• 1 oz. Cheese – is about the
size of your thumb or 4 dice
• 1 piece of fruit – about the size
of your fist
• 2 Tbsp. Peanut Butter - about
the size of a ping pong ball
• 1 cup of pasta or cereal –
about the size of a tennis ball
• ½ cup of rice – cupcake
wrapper
• 1 cup of ice cream – size of a
baseball
• Small potato – size of a
computer mouse
• 3 oz. of meat – about the size
of a deck of cards or the palm of
your hand

• 1 slice of bread – CD case
• 1 tsp. oil – fingertip
• 1Tbsp. oil – thump-tip
I hope this is helpful to you in your
quest for healthy living for your
family! More information, including
interactive displays, is available
at www.choosemyplate.gov/kids.
They have several tools to help
you determine individual needs
and daily recommendations.
Check out the choosemyplate.gov
website for lots of free tools to get
your whole family started on the
path to healthier eating!

Don’t forget we
HAVE MOVED…
COME SEe US!
We are back to our summer hours!
Monday-Friday 10am-5:30pm
Saturday 8am-12pm
7445 Hwy 72 W Madison
same parking lot, just up the hill!

VALLEY POOLS
OF MADISON

Same great service and supplies for all
your pool needs.
April 12, 2019
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

PRODUCER

Million
Ginna Chittam

Kim Shindorf

Corporate Broker • Limestone
256-777-3300

Associate Broker/Realtor
256-431-7916

$ Club

James Phillips
Broker • Lauderdale
256-656-2370

0LVVH\'H*URƝ

Chris Shindorf

Realtor®
256-508-8432

Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Liz Wingard

Christie Bennett

Associate Broker, GRI
256-777-3988

Associate Broker/ Realtor®
256-771-3744

Guy Fry

Linda Toone

Leonel White

Julie Osborn

Realtor®/ Auctioneer
256-337-0639

Associate Broker
256-777-1069

Associate Broker
256-337-3165

Realtor®
256-206-0581

Realtor®
256-874-1147

Shewatha Yates Gusler

Jacky Patterson, Jr.

Chris Corum

Susan Farmer

Dusti Hafner

Glynda Walker

Allyson Davis

Realtor®
256-874-6034

Realtor®
256-874-6033

Realtor®
256-412-9516

Realtor®
256-652-1662

Realtor®
256-523-1939

Realtor®
256-431-1474

Realtor®
256-508-6782

James Martinez

Erica Crunk

Realtor®
256-335-0611

Realtor®
256-349-8300

6400 Snake Road - Athens - $799,900
MLS#1095101 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

705 S. Clinton Street • Athens • $195,000
MLS#1112559 • Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

Heather Green

407 Christopher Drive • Athens • $172,000
MLS#1109815 • Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
Page 20
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

800 Lucas Street - Athens - $20,000
MLS#1103403 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

412 Vine Street - Athens - $53,400
MLS#1102126 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

9 W Hwy 72 - Athens - $59,999
MLS#1071999 - Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033

16074 East Glenn Valley • Athens • $149,900
MLS#1115477 - Jacky Patterson, 256-874-6033

14536 Ripley Road - Athens - $84,500
MLS#1101449 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

D
L
O
S
14149 Lucas Ferry Road - Athens - $74,900
MLS#1079408 - Liz Wingard, 256-777-3988

15035 Cannon Road - Elkmont - $81,900
MLS#1108513 -Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Shinnecock Hills Dr. - Athens - $144,000
MLS#1053216 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

0 Bayles Street - Anderson - $102,500
MLS#1104328 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370
Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

228 Oakfair Drive • Rogersville • $699,999
MLS#1110369 • Jacky Patterson, 256-874-6033

29600 Lester Road - Lester - $139,300
MLS#1100855 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

3905 Triana Blvd. • Huntsville • $125,000
MLS#1112425, Jacky Patterson, 256-874-6033

D
SOL
706 Norton Drive - Athens - $194,900
MLS#1109040 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

20176 Capitol Hill Drive • Tanner • $335,000
MLS#1109726 • Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

25575 Gray Stone Dr. - Madison - $219,900
MLS#1085559 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
April 12, 2019
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley
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708 North Dr. - Athens - $249,900
MLS#1109039 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

20355 Hogan Dr. - Elkmont - $312,900
MLS#1102046 - Liz Wingard, 256-777-3988

691 John Hicks Road • Hazel Green • $149,000
MLS#1112623 • James Martinez, 256-247-4010

17492 Spring View Dr. - Athens - $329,000
MLS#1108827 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

17454 Spring View Dr. - Athens - $339,000
MLS#1108828 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

1355 Mitchell Road - Pulaski - $599,000
MLS#1098411 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

13576 Rising Run Circle • Clements • $189,900
MLS#1111948 • Susan Farmer, 256-325-0008

3107 Fouche Drive • Huntsville • $85,000
0/6Ɛ0LVV\'HJURƚ

0 Wiley Ayers Road - Grant - $115,000
0/60LVV\'HJURƚ

14203 Mooresville Road • Athens - $225,900
MLS#1072001
Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033

179 Reynolds Drive • Rogersville • $28,900
MLS#1112297,
Erica Crunk, 256-247-4010

0 Parker Point Road • Grant - $160,000
MLS#1108773
0LVV\'HJURƚ

941 Blake Bottom Road - Huntsville - $2,522,545
MLS#1098273 - James Martinez, 256-335-0611

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
Page 22
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7142 Hwy 72 W - Athens - $259,000
MLS#1107827 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

15844 Coldwater Dr. - Harvest - $229,000
MLS#1109422 - Erica Crunk, 256-349-8300

1&ROXPELD$YH6KHƝHOG
MLS#1103320 - James Martinez, 256=335-0611

7205 Parkwood Street NE - Florence - $165,000
MLS#1102672 - Chris Corum, 256-412-9516

/LWWOH&RƚPDQ5RDG/HVWHU
MLS#1100346 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256=431-7916

6DOHP0LQRU+LOO5G/HVWHU
MLS#1109246 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256-431-7916

20888 Alabama Hwy 101 - Town Creek - $45,000
MLS#1107160 - James Martinez, 256=335-0611

&RXQW\5RDG5RJHUVYLOOH
MLS#1106606 - Erica Crunk, 256-349-8300

5ROOLQJ%URRN'ULYH5RJHUVYLOOH
MLS#1096119 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

310 Aqua Vista Dr. - Killen - $399,000
MLS#1103007 - Erica Crunk, 256-349-8300

1202 South Madiso St. - Athens - $139,000
MLS#1106490 - Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033

311 Happy Hollow Drive - Florence - $329,900
MLS#1080710 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256=431-7916

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
April 12, 2019
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New Subdivision in Oakdale

T

here is a new and different style
of subdivision at Oakdale at the
corner of Newby Chapel Rd and
St. John Rd. Lonnie Dale Subdivision
lots are now available. The architecture
chosen for this development is based
on a farmhouse style with a modern
twist. CGS Construction, LLC, is
the premiere builder for this new
development. James and Paula Phillips
of Athens are developing Lonnie Dale
in 3 phases. Phase 1 lots are available
now and Phase 2 development should
begin soon.
The minimum square feet for houses
begin at 1800 sq ft and should have a
farmhouse exterior appeal. Spectrum
cable has agreed to service this location and natural gas is available. A
copy of restrictions is available at the
Limestone County Court House or
with James Phillips, developer/owner.
Named for James’ grandfather, Lonnie Dale Phillips, the subdivision was
designed to honor the elder Phillips.
Lonnie Dale Phillips was a lifetime
farmer and was the janitor for the old
“Hillbilly” school located in that area.
He made the baseballs for the school
children and was a beloved member of
the community. As a farmer, Mr. Phillips diversified by rotating row crops
of cotton, corn, and beans, as well as
owning cattle and bee hives. He and
his wife, Alma Stroud Phillips, had
eight children.
Page 24

James’ dad, Andrew Dale Phillips,
worked the land alongside his brothers, Marvin Howard, Lee, and Lawrence. The sisters, Lizzie Mae, Reba,
Ever, and Bonnie remained close to
the home place until their deaths. It
has been in the Phillips family for three
generations.
CGS Construction is the premiere
builder for Lonnie Dale and located in
Athens, AL. Teaming with CGS was
a natural partnership. Lonnie Dale
Subdivision is based on 3 generations
of local land ownership. CGS Construction is a local company based on
3 generations of premiere workmanship. Specializing in custom homes,
this company has the experience of
Chris Shindorf, Sr., his father Gerald
Shindorf, and now his son, Chris Shindorf Jr.

Alma and Lonnie Dale Phillips

The quality of their workmanship is
unrivalled. They work tirelessly to
make sure every attention to detail
is given and that they stay current on
new style trends. CGS Construction is
large enough to take on any size home
building task, but small enough to give
the customers the specialized attention they need and deserve.
Anyone interested in finding out more
about Lonnie Dale Subdivision can
contact James Phillips at 256-6562370 or Chris Shindorf at 256-4317917.

Back row Left to Right: Lizzie Mae Robison, Lee Phillips, Lawrence Phillips, Andrew Dale Phillips, Marvin Howard Phillips.
Front row Left to Right: Bonnie Vessels, Reba Pressnell, Alma Stroud Phillips,
Lonnie Dale Phillips (Eva Phillips Clem, who died in 1945, is not shown in this
photo).
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