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Happy New Year!

Steve Heintzleman and Guy 
Fry are the new owners of 
Highway 31 Flea Market 

located at 703 US Hwy 31 South 
in Athens just up the road from 
Walmart.

Buying junk and selling antiques 
is nothing new for Steve or 
Guy.  When the former owner of 
Shopper’s Paradise offered to sell 
the business, these fellows were 
ready to buy.  

Last June, Steve and Guy formed 
a new business on a hope and 
a prayer that they would be 
successful. They had some ideas 
about improving the business and 
a new sign was part of the plan. 
Along with the new title “Highway 

31 Flea Market”. They also 
started an advertising campaign, 
reorganized the store, invited 
new vendors and increased the 
selection of merchandise.  

You can fi nd many new items 
they have for sale on Facebook 

marketplace and their new 
website: www.31fl eamarket.com. 
Steve and Guy are always posting 
new items, answering questions 
and helping shoppers at the 
store.

With over 20 new vendors, new 

merchandise is being bought 
and sold daily. The changes are 
frequent and fast. Not only do 
Steve and Guy sell, they are also 
on the constant lookout for more 
merchandise for the store.

continued on page 4

New owners at Highway 31 Flea Market

Guy Fry and Steve Heintzleman in front of Highway 31 Flea Market entrance.
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THE SONNY SIDE by Sonny Turner

I was talking to my aunt the other 
day and I noticed that she looks 
a lot like her late husband. That 

got me to thinking, I know quite a 
few people like this.

I’ve always heard that the longer 
you live with a spouse the more 
you start to look like them. In this 
case, it worked to perfection. To 
me, she resembles him a lot.

Not only that, her sister, who 
married her late husband’s 
brother, is a spitting image of her 
late husband, too. They were not 
like that when they married 60 
years ago or so. But over time, 
they began to look more and 
more alike.

I’ve known other couples that 
started to look alike over the 
years. I guess no one knows for 
sure why, but it happens. Who 
knows, maybe it was meant to 
be that way! And, another thing, 
have you ever noticed that if one 

person loses his or her teeth, you 
can bet the other one will follow 
suit? Some are snaggletooth; 
some have no teeth at all. I guess 
that might be the reason some 
couples look so much alike.

Looking alike is not a bad thing. 
It may make some people more 

attractive, even if they have lost 
some of their teeth, and not yet 
replaced them with dentures. I 
know that happens, especially 
with the price of new teeth today.

After nearly 22 years of marriage, 
my wife and I still have most of 
our teeth, thank goodness. And, 

I don’t know if I’m beginning to 
look a lot like her. But let me say 
this, I sure hope so.

If you know of a husband and 
wife who you think look alike, 
send me their photo at The Valley 
Star, 218 South Madison St., 
Athens, AL. 35611. I would like 
to run a picture of them in the 
paper.

 After years of marriage, some start to look alike
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee

We were always looking 
for some form of 
entertainment to occupy 

our spare time. The boys scuffl ed 
and wrestled around, but we didn’t 
know anything about boxing. 
Cousin Bobby lived up North and 
had been trained on how to box in a 
gym by some golden glove boxers. 
Bobby was in town for Christmas 
and planned on spending a week 
at our house before going back 
home. He talked a lot about his 
boxing experience and some of 
the guys he had gotten in the 
boxing ring with.

They had names like Rocky, Tank, 
and Butcher. Cousin Bobby was 
eager to show off his new skills. 
We had to fi nd a challenger to get 
in the ring with our boxing cousin. 
We took some sea grass rope and 
made a make shift ring in the hall 
of the hay barn. We spread the 
news about looking for a local 
boxer to take on Cousin Bobby. 
There wasn’t a weight limit.  All we 
needed was a tough, brawly man 
for a good boxing contest.    

Word got out about the boxing 
match, and a guy from Minor Hill 
sent word to us he would go a few 
rounds with cousin Bobby. The 
challenger’s name was Big John, 
and he had quite a reputation for 
being a tough dude. He worked 
as a bricklayer and was as strong 
as an ox. It was rumored Big John 
once picked up a bale of cotton 
and walked a distance with it. 
Big John sent word he would get 
in the ring with Cousin Bobby. We 
set the boxing date and invited the 
community to turn out and watch 
the big boxing match. Everybody 
started coming in about an hour 
before the big event. The fi rst 
time we saw Big John was when 
he drove up in his pickup truck. 
He was a big man about 6 ft..3 
and going well over 200 pounds. 
Cousin Bobby said, “Don’t let size 
fool you, the bigger they are, the 
harder they fall.” Big John drove 
up on boxing day wearing a pair of 
overalls and no shirt. 

Dalton volunteered to do the 
refereeing job. The boxing match 
would go 5 rounds and each 
round would last for 3 minutes. 
It had to be 50 or more people 
in attendance when the time 
arrived for the match to start. 
Cousin Bobby was about 5:10 
and weighed 175 pounds. Dalton 
rang the cowbell for the fi rst round 
to start. Bobby started dancing 
around and making short quick 
jabs. Big John was delivering 
haymakers, but none landed on 
Cousin Bobby. Bobby had landed 
a few licks and Big John was 
showing signs of getting winded.

The fans were cheering and 
supporting their favorite boxer. Big 
John had a good following from 
across the Alabama line. 

After the fi rst round, Cousin Bobby 
was in pretty good shape.  Big John 
was tired and beginning to show 

anger. The second round started 
fast with both boxers swapping 
licks. Big John landed a couple of 
good punches to the body bringing 
Cousin Bobby to his knees. After 
he got a 10-count, Cousin Bobby 
shook it off and was back on his 
feet ready to go. Big John took a 
swing for the body when Bobby 
dodged and countered with an 
upper cut and a jab to Big John’s 
chin. This lick dropped Big John to 
the fl oor.   He was on his knees, 
but couldn’t get up. Dalton rang 
the cowbell and the boxing match 
was over. 

The boxing fans had passed the 
hat and taken up some money 
for the fi ghters. Humpy split the 
money between the 2 boxers. Big 
John said, “ I’ve never been hit 
that hard before.” Cousin Bobby 
said, “ I felt like my ribs were 
busted when you hit me with the 
body blows.”

After the match both fi ghters sat 
down for a good bar-b-que hog 
meal. The pig was cooked over
an open hickory coal fi re. The two
men became friends and every
time Cousin Bobby was in town he
looked up Big John, but the two
never boxed against each other 
again. The boys of the holler saw
quickly that boxing was not for 
them. 

Fishing and hunting was a much
safer past time. Foot racing was 
also a physical sport we enjoyed. 
Dalton was hard to beat in the 
100-yard dash, but Humpy had 
the wind to win the mile race.  

We enjoyed racing and wrestling 
to test our strength against each 
other. Working hard in the fi elds 
kept us in good physical shape. 
Chopping and splitting wood and
handling hay bales helped keep 
us strong.

Bare Knuckle Boxing
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So if you happen to have any of the 
following items you need to get rid 
of, call them at 256-232-9100.

The store is open Monday-
Saturday, 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.

A partial list of items being sought 

includes tables, chairs, beds, 
chests, dressers, mirrors, small 
appliances, stereo equipment, 
painted furniture, tools and vinyl 

records. Steve and Guy have one 
of the largest selections of vinyl
records in North Alabama. 

Flea Market continued from page 1
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SCHOOL BELLS by Debra Johnson

Submitted by Phillip Jarmon

A group of Athens Ren-
aissance middle school 
students led by their teacher, 

Mrs. Kyle Turner, opened their 
hearts to adopt a Grand Buddy at 
Limestone Manor Health Facility 
in Athens.

The students have spent the 
2018-2019 school year building 
a relationship with their Grand 
Buddy.  A few of the students have 
continued that bond and visited 
the Grand Buddy apart from what 
the school has planned. At Athens 
Renaissance, we teach our 
students the importance of the 
whole child and the importance of 
spending time with older people 
who have paved the road for this 
generation. We can learn from 
them, and they can learn a few 
things from us.  Mrs. Turner said, 
“This community service project 
shows how generous and caring 
the students have been during the 

Adopt a Grand Buddy process.” 

ARS students were introduced to 
their Grand Buddy in September. 
The students painted Halloween 
pumpkins to give to their Grand 
Buddy, then in November they 
made place mats. The students 
handmade lap blankets to give to 
their Grand Buddy in December. 
For January, the students will 
be making snowfl ake cards out 
of buttons. ARS middle school 
students have been so kind and 
loving toward those members 
staying at Limestone Manor.  ARS 
would like to thank Limestone 
Manor for allowing our middle 
school students to gain this valu-
able experience. 

Students are more than test 
scores and grades, and this 
activity allows them to experience 
real-world situations while feeling 
they have contributed in a posi-
tive way.

ARS Adopt a Grand Buddy at Limestone Manor

Students at Athens Renaissance School with the quilts 
they made for their Grand Buddies at Limestone Manor.

Students sharing a painted pumpkin with
their Grand Buddy at Halloween.



 LIMESTONE DRUG
 LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:30AM-7PM

SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM
SUNDAY 9AM-5PM

256-232-3811
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Herbert’s Heart for Adoption:
Finding a Forever Family

Becky and Herbert Sides Papa with Huntley at a dance recital.

Herbert Allen Sides
3/5/1946- 12/9/2018

Herbert Sides and his wife, 
Becky, had been married 
just over 50 years when 

his health began to decline.  Hip 
replacement surgery turned into 
a host of other problems, and 
Herbert lived just 5 short months 
after his initial diagnosis of Stage 
4 bone cancer.  He passed away 
on Sunday, December 9, 2018.  
On Monday, December 10, 
2018,  the following post was 
placed on Facebook:
With Papa’s passing we asked 
ourselves, “What was he 
passionate about?  How could 
we, along with his friends, 
contribute to a cause that he 
loved dearly?”  We threw around 
several options and then Nana 
mentioned adoption.  We knew 

that was the one!  After Mike, 
Dana (Herbert and 
Becky’s daughter) and the boys 
adopted Huntley, Papa saw just 
how families could be changed
forever.  After all, through Christ 
we are His adopted children.
(Eph. 1:5)
The family asks in lieu of fl owers 
or potted plants, you consider 
joining us as we assist one or  
more families with the expenses 
related to bringing their child 
home.  For every dollar that is 
donated, we will match 3X to 
represent our 3 families and the 
Godhead 3.  This fundraising 
account will stay open until 
March 5, 2019, which would 
have been Papa’s 73rd birthday.
In Him, Becky Sides
Darren Sides & Family
Dana Sides Pressnell & Family

If anyone is interested in making 
a donation to Herbert’s Heart 
for Adoption: Finding a Forever 
Family, you may donate through 

Facebook, at Sides Body Shop 
(17104 US Hwy 72 W), or at
First National Bank in Athens.

Happy New Year
from

The Valley Star
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by Flo Doughty

Eli’s Block Party Childhood 
Cancer Foundation is 
getting ready to fi ght cancer 

in 2019 with a full calendar. Plans 
to raise money and awareness 
include the third annual Paddle 
for a Cure set for May 4th, sixth 
annual car show and fi fth annual 
Superhero Day scheduled for 
September 7th.
The foundation has steadily 
increased its annual donation 
to childhood cancer research each 
year since it incorporated in 2015. 
Last year, the foundation hosted 
several family-fun events and 
supported community activities 
such as the Athens Christmas 
parade. Plus, Eli’s Block Party 

was able to raise the equivalent 
of $10,000 for Make-A-
Wish through the Macy’s Believe 
campaign. At the end of the year, 
the foundation donated $25,000 
to Dr. Ted Johnson at Children’s 
of Georgia for his immunotherapy 
research. The board will soon be 
considering innovative research 
efforts to choose a benefi ciary for 
2019.
Help Eli’s Block Party fi ght 
childhood cancer in 2019 by being 
a sponsor, volunteer or a vendor 
at one of these great events! 
Go to www.elisblockparty.org for 
information.  We’d love to have 
you join the fi ght!

Eli’s Block Party for Childhood Cancer

Paddle for a cure.

Kristie and Vic Williams, parents of Eli Williams (who passed 
away from childhood cancer (brain).  

Collecting Santa Letters
for Make A  Wish

Captain America

Car show picture
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

175 boats converged on Ingalls 
Harbor this past weekend for a 
January 2019 Wheeler Winter 
Blues catfi sh showdown. Heavy 
rains over the last couple of weeks 
provided current and high water 
conditions for the lake. Wheeler 
Lake has become known as one of 
the best cat lakes in the country.

The fi shing teams came from 
across the country to participate 
in the Decatur, Alabama event. 
Teams from 30 states fi shed in 
the Saturday tournament. The big 
aluminum boats are top of the line 
equipped with the best electronics 
available. The fi shing electronic 
locators are key to locating the 
giant fi shing they seek out. 

Unlike bass tournaments, 
catfi shing tournaments allow the 
use of a variety of bait. The rod 
and reels look more like what 
you would see on deep sea rigs. 
Reeling in a 75 to 100 pound 
fi sh requires tough equipment, 
including high-test line. The 
anglers fi sh for the largest 5 fi sh 
limit and also big fi sh honors. Only 2 fi sh per team can exceed 34 inches. The boats are 

equipped with great-aerated live 
wells to keep the fi sh alive and 
in good condition. All fi sh are 
returned to the lake after the 
weigh in. These tournaments 
bring in a lot of income to local 
businesses. The fi shermen spend 
a few days here practicing for the 
tournament. Several teams were 
made up of military veterans. 

Underwater structure and 
river current breaks provide 
good staging location for giant 
Tennessee blue catfi sh. The rock 
piles out in front of Browns Ferry 
nuclear plant are favorite fi sh 
spots for cat fi shermen. Irregular 
features found along the bottom 
near deep holes provide feeding

continued on page 9

Wheeler Lake Catfi sh Tournament

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

Winners of the Winter Blues Catfi sh Tournament with a total weight of 140.33 pounds,
Ruger McNeil, Blake Boecker, and Danny Combs. 

Eric Williams and A.J. Johnson, team out of Tennessee
with total weight of 76.09 pounds.
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Wheeler Lake Tournament continued from page 8
locations for the underwater 
giants to bunch up. Catfi sh are 
locations for the underwater 
giants to bunch up. Catfi sh are 
bottom feeders waiting on a food 
source, like skip jack and shad 
minnows to wash by. Some of the 
anglers fl oat their offering with a 
bobber. 

A good crowd of folks was on 
hand for the fi nal weigh in. The 
Winter Blues tournament trail 
plans to return to Wheeler next 
January.   The top fi ve winners 
advance to the 2nd Annual 
Fishlife National Championship 
of Catfi shing, March 2-3, 2019 
at Joe Wheeler State Park in 
Rogersville, AL.

Winners:

1st Place  - Ruger McNeil  / Blake Boecker     140.33 lb

2nd Place -David Shipman / Hunter Shipman  131.76 lb

3rd Place - Jerry Ishcomer / Noah Ishcomer    130.43 lb

4th Place - Scott Cress / Carl Crone                 120.49 lb

Catfi sh angler showing off Wheeler Lake bluecat. David and Hunter Shipman,
second place winners with 131.76 pounds. 

Team from Missouri, David Shipman and Judy Gerald. David 
showing off a 62.57 pounds  blue cat  with Jacob looking on.

Military Veterans, Cory Peterson and Travis Yost
with a total weight of 73.29 pounds.
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North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

2311 Market Place, Suite E • Huntsville, AL 35801
Hours

Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM • Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Phone • 256�964�8908 • Cell • 256�509�3103

Fax • 256�585�6474
Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com

This big 10-pointer was taken 
New Year’s Eve on Redstone 
Arsenal in Huntsville.

Madison resident John Brown 
took down the buck while hunting 
with The Star’s Ed Jones who 
was stalking and “working the 
wind” direction for the 69-year-old 
hunter. The deer fi eld dressed at 
140 pounds.

Jones said this is the second and 
largest racked buck killed this 
hunting season on the Arsenal. 
He said hunters have bagged 
approximately 20 does this 
season.

“The rut has not yet kicked in on 
the Arsenal,” Jones said, adding 
that should take place in late 
January and early February. Also, 
he said hunters are waiting for the 
Arsenal to open up some of the 
ranges there for hunting.

Working the wind for a friend

John Brown with Redstone Arsenal 10-pointer Now that is a big buck rub

answers on page 14
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DEB’S Delights

Usually, at the beginning of 
each new year, we make 
resolutions.  Topping the list 

is wanting to lose weight.  This is 
a recipe replacing noodles with 
zucchini strips.  This dish might 
help a little in reducing calories.

Ingredients:

1 lb 93% lean ground beef

1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt

1 tsp olive oil

1/2 large onion, chopped

3 cloves garlic, minced

1 (28 oz can)
    crushed tomatoes

2 tbsp chopped fresh basil

    black pepper, to taste

3 medium (8 ounces each
   zucchini, sliced 1/8″ thick

1 1/2 cups part-skim ricotta

1/4 cup Parmigiano Reggiano

1 large egg

16 oz (4 cups) shredded
  part-skim mozzarella cheese

Directions:  In a medium sauce 
pan, brown meat and season 
with salt. When cooked drain 
in colander to remove any fat.      
Add olive oil to the pan and 
saute’ garlic and onions about 2 
minutes. Return the meat to the 
pan, add tomatoes, basil, salt 
and pepper. Simmer on low for 
at least 30-40minutes, covered. 
Do not add extra water, the sauce 
should be thick.

Meanwhile, slice zucchini into 
1/8″ thick slices, add lightly salt 
and set aside or 10 minutes. 
Zucchini has a lot of water when 
cooked, salting it takes out a lot 
of moisture. After 10 minutes, 
blot excess moisture with a paper 
towel. 

Preheat oven to 375°. In a 

medium bowl mix ricotta cheese, 
parmesan cheese and egg. Stir 
well. In a 9×12 casserole spread 
1/2 cup of sauce on the bottom 
and layer the zucchini to cover. 
Spread 1/2 cup of the ricotta 
cheese mixture, 
then top with 
1 cup of the 
mozzarella 
cheese and 
repeat the 
process until all 
your ingredients 
are used up. The 
last layer top 
with remaining 
zucchini 
and sauce, 
cover with 
foil and bake 
30 minutes. 
Uncover the 
foil and bake 
20 minutes (to 

dry up the sauce) then place the 
remaining 1 cup mozzarella and 
bake until melted, 10 minutes.

Let stand about 5 – 10 minutes 
before serving.

 Zucchini Lasagna Recipe from skinnytaste.com

by Debra Johnson

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery



 Page 12                                                                        THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                          January 11, 2019

YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

By Betty L. Taylor

Note: This article is published in 
Treasures of Athens and Limestone 
County, a history of Limestone 
County businesses edited by 
Betty L. Taylor and published 
by the Friends of the Archives. 
Copies of Treasures are available 
to purchase at the Limestone 
County Archives, and many of the 
newspapers referenced in this 
article are available on microfi lm 
to view, scan, save, and print at 
the Archives.

Newspapers: A Brief History

In the year 1819 during the 
administration of James 
Monroe, Alabama was admitted 

to the Union. That same year, 
A.A. McCartney established The 
Athenian, the fi rst pa per published 
in Athens. It was succeeded by The 
Alabama Republican in 1825 with 
Charles B. Mathews as editor and 
publisher. It was in print until 1828. 
For a short time there existed The 
Athens Register, a violent anti-
Whig newspaper that lasted less 
than a year. In 1836 William J. 
McLin established The Alabama 
Watchman and published it for 
four years. Thomas Wilson of 
Nashville established The Athens 
Weekly Chronicle in the 1840s. He 
shortened the name to The Weekly 
Chronicle and sold the paper in 
1842 to A. A. and J. A. Johnson. 
After a few years they sold the 
press to J. D. Beauchamp and J. D. 
Danforth who had started a paper 
in favor of the “Whig Party” called 
The Southern Patriot with Col. L. 
R. Davis as associate editor. In 
November 1844 The Dollar Whig 
was published by Dr. John S. Blair 
during the presidential campaign 
between Polk and Clay. The paper 
expired with Clay’s hopes for a 
place in the White House.

The Athens Herald had its 
beginning in 1846 with owners 
A. A. Johnson, J. A. Johnson and 
Egbert Jones. It was later bought 
by Thomas H. Hobbs and George 
P. Keyes. Hobbs and Keyes sold it 
to N. J. Floyd of Virginia, who then 

sold it to D. H. Bingham and J. A. 
Johnson. It was still in publication 
in 1861. In 1858 J.A. Johnson 
founded The Limestone News 
and sold it to A. B. Hendon just 
before the outbreak of the Civil 
War. Hendon changed the name 
of the paper to The Banner. When 
the Yankee soldiers occupied 
Athens in 1862 they closed down 
the paper. In 1871, after the war, 
John A. Johnson and L. R. Davis 
began the publication of The 
Limestone News. Others working 
with the paper between 1872 
and 1876 included R. W. Johnson, 
T. H. Field, James A. Danforth, 
S. M. Ainsworth, and James A. 
Gibson. With so many changes in 
leadership, The Limestone News 
stopped publication after six 
years.

In 1889-1890 The Athens Herald 
was again in publication with 
W. E. Vassar as manager. Matt 
G. Johnson worked as a devil’s 
printer, but after fi ve months, 
Vassar ceased publication. In 
1888 The Alliance Banner was 
being published by H. D. Lane. 
Critz Pettey was also with The 
Banner. The Alabama Courier 
began publication in 1880 
with Charles M. Hayes and in 
1933 celebrated fi fty years in 
publication with Robert Rawls. The 

Athens Democrat was established 
about 1886 by W. R. Francis and 
sold in 1888 to H. D. Lane. In 
1866 Thomas B. Reynolds began 
the publication of The Athens 
Weekly Post. William S. Nelson 
and Thomas J. Tanner bought the 
paper in 1871 and shortened the 
name to The Athens Post. In 1881 
Col. L. R. Davis and Thomas H. 
Fields purchased the paper and 
retained ownership until 1884 at 
which time it was sold to Robert 
Maurice Rawls.

In 1889 Capt. S.M. Clay bought 
and published The Limestone 
Democrat in Elkmont, Alabama. 
He sold it in 1892 to George L. 
Towns who moved the press to 
Athens where he managed it for 

one year then sold the press to 
17-year-old R. H. (Harry) Walker in 
January 1893. Walker continued 
as editor and publisher for more
than fi fty years. He sold The
Limestone Democrat in 1950
to Steele McGrew who was 
publisher of The Alabama Courier. 
McGrew continued to publish The 
Alabama Courier on Thursday
and The Limestone Democrat on
Tuesday until 1968 when he sold 
the two papers to Robert Bryan. 
Bryan also published The Athens 
News Leader, a paper Beasley 
Thompson had started in 1966. 
Robert Bryan combined all thr 
papers and published only one
under the name of The Athens
Limestone News Courier.

2019 marks bicentennial of newspapers in Athens

 by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

The photo is an undated photo of the offi ce of The Alabama Courier,
one of the predecessors to The News Courier.
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The Ford Thunderbird, better 
known as the T-Bird, is a 
nameplate that was used 

by Ford from 1955 to 1997 and 
2002 to 2005 over eleven model 
generations. Introduced as a two-
seat convertible, the Thunderbird 
was produced in a number of 
body confi gurations through its 
production life.

One of the more popular T-Birds 
was the classic 1956 car driven 
by Marilyn Monroe to her third 
wedding. It was auctioned in 2018 
and brought $490,000.

“Some Like It Hot” star Monroe 
bought the black two-door Ford 
Thunderbird straight from the 
factory in 1955.

This stunning Ford Thunderbird 
owned by Marilyn Monroe from 
1955 to 1962 was sold by Julien’s 
Auctions, on Nov. 17 of last year. 
One of the most famous women 
in the world, Monroe’s life was 
deeply troubled, but during the 
time that she owned this car she 
was enjoying some of the happiest 
days of her life. Soon after buying 
the Thunderbird, Monroe married 

the celebrated playwright Arthur 
Miller. A published report at the 
time suggests that Monroe and 
Miller drove this vehicle to their 
civil wedding ceremony on June 
28, 1956 and likely their private 
wedding on June 30, 1956. She 
drove in it with playwright Arthur 
Miller to their wedding in 1956, 

according to auctioneer Julien’s 
Auctions.

Monroe and Miller were often 
photographed in the car. Monroe 
owned the convertible for six years 
before gifting it to John Strasberg, 

the son of director Lee Strasberg,
for his 18th birthday shortly before
her death in 1962.

The Thunderbird, dubbed a
“personal luxury car” by Ford, has
been partially restored.
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Marilyn Monroe’s black T-Bird 
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

Earlier this month, we all rang 
in the new year. Millions of 
people counted down the 

last few moments of the year in 
anticipation for a fresh start. Jan-
uary 1st is always an exciting day. 
We have family traditions like eat-
ing certain foods, watching the 
New Year’s Day Rose Parade, or 
watching some football. Howev-
er, January 1st is also exciting for 
some other reasons:

It’s a fresh start: Sometimes 
when life is hard, we just need 
a “do over.” This is your chance. 
Use January as your “do over.” 
Has it been a rough 2018? Have 
you spiritually slumped? Have you 
stopped attending classes or wor-
ship services? Have you gotten 
in the habit of not reading your 
Bibles? Have you stopped praying 
to God? This is your chance for a 
fresh start. Open your Bibles and 
read. Open your heart and talk to 
God. He’s waiting for you! 

It’s a clean break: Whatever was 
holding you back in 2018, it’s 
time to break free. Was sin press-
ing you down? Was it apathy? 
Laziness? When that ball drops 
at midnight, it’s an opportunity to 
leave the previous year behind. 
Let 2018 stay in 2018. Paul re-
minds us in Philippians two that 
we need to forget the things that 
are behind us and reach forward 

to the things that are ahead. You 
have a good life ahead of you, you 
just need to let go of whatever 
is holding you back. Remove the 
sin, remove the bad infl uences, 
remove to negativity. Break free. 
Press on. Keep going. This is your 
chance to start over.

It’s a blank canvas: Youhave a 
brand new book to write. 365 
new pages. 12 chapters. What 
will you do with the blank pages? 

The year ahead of us is not writ-
ten in history yet. That means you 
get to decide what to write. Sure, 
there will be circumstances out of 
our control, but even in those mo-
ments, we get to decide how we 
respond. Choose what your year 
will look like. Choose who you 
will serve. Choose to let your light 
shine. Choose to serve others. 
Choose to become more involved 
with the church. Choose to live a 
better life. It’s a blank canvas…so 
get to work.

A majority of people will take this 
new year and treat it just like all 
the rest. A majority of people who 
make goals and resolutions will 
fail by the end of the fi rst month. 
You have a choice. Will this year 
be the same as all the others? 
Are you going to let sin win? Are 
you going to continue to be pulled 
down and held back? Or will it 
be your fresh start? Your clean 

break? Your blank canvas? Only 
you have the power to change 
your life. This is your opportunity. 

This is your chance to make the 
changes you’ve always wanted 
to make. It’s time to get to work! 

A Fresh Start
 by Kevin Harrington,

Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

SERVICES

Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.

Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Classes  5:00 p.m.

Wednesday - Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

Also, you can join us Sundays at

9:30 a.m. on Facebook Live

124 N. Marion Street

256-232-1786
Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
 Kevin Harrington
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CALENDARCALENDAR

Jan 17th 11:00am - 1:00pm  
AmVets Country-Fried Steak 
Dinner at the American Veterans 
Post 21 (22769 Black Road in 
Athens) for a country-fried steak 
meal from 11:00AM-1:00PM for 
$6.50. All are welcome. For more 
information: 256-444-2793.

Jan 18, 2019 -- 1st Annual 
CommUNITY Breakfast at the 
Athens State University Center 
for Lifelong Learning (121 South 
Marion Street in Athens) starting 
at 8:30AM with featured speaker 

Dr. Carolyn McKinstry, Supervisor 
of the Sixteenth Street Baptist 
Church Bombing Birmingham.  
Space limited to 150.  Free but 
reservation required.  Reserve: 
256-233-8260 or Athens.edu/cll

Jan 19, 2019 -- Stateline Bridal 
Show with Slap Your Mama 
Catering at Ardmore Station (30490 
Ardmore Avenue in Ardmore, 
AL) from 10:00AM-2:00PM with 
vendors, goodies of all kinds and 
door prizes.  Fee: $5.00 per person.  
For more information or to register 
at slapyourmamacatering.net

Jan 21, 2019 -- Martin Luther 
King, Jr Observance -- local 
governments, area agencies, 
attractions, restau-rants and 
shops may be closed or have 
modifi ed hours of operation in 
observance of this holiday.  Please 
call ahead to confi rm availability 
and hours.

Jan 21, 2019 -- Vietnam Veterans 
Spaghetti Lunch & Dinner (17915 
W Elm St, Athens). Lunch is 
11:00AM-1:00PM or 5:00PM-
7:00PM meal includes Spaghetti, 
Texas toast, salad or coleslaw, 
dessert and a beverage for $7.00 
all-you-can-eat. Eat in or take 
out. Shady Grady One Man Band 
performs at the dinner time. 
All proceeds go to High School 
Scholarship.

Jan 21, 2019 -- Athens High School 
Cheer Fundraiser with Zaxby’s
(221 French Farms Boulevard in 
Athens) from 5:00PM-8:00PM - 
percentage of sales will benefi t 
the cheer program.   

Jan 22, 2019 -- Irrigation 
Workshop - North Alabama with 
Alabama Precision Ag Online 
and Alabama Crops at Calhoun 
Community College Aerospace 
Training Facility (6250 U.S. 

Highway 31N in Tanner) from
8:00AM-3:00PM addressing
pivot and drip irrigation systems.  
Free. Seats limited, registration 
required by January 10th.  Tickets 
at auburn.qualtrics.com

Jan 26, 2019 -- The Secret Sisters 
in Concert at McCandless Hall
of Athens State University (300 
North Beaty Street in Athens)
from 7:00PM-9:00PM benefi ting 
Athens Art League.  Tickets at 
eventbrite.com

Jan 27, 2019 -- Jesse Duplantis, 
renowned inspirational speaker, 
author and minister returns
to (4839 Calvary Blvd, Tanner) 
Epicenter at 6:00PM.  For more
information call 256-355-7440 or 
go to www.calvaryassembly.org

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

Jefferson Street at Green Street

Athens, AL 35611

256-232-1130

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• Personal Injury
- Automobile Accidents

- Workman’s Compensation

- 18-Wheeler Accidents

- Products Liability

• Social Security Disability

• General Law
- Litigation

- Corporate and LLC Formations

- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance

- Landlord — Tenant Matters

- Real Property Issues

• Family Law
- Divorce

- Guardianship

- Custody

- Wills and Probate

James M. Corder

jcorder@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

Mitch Shelly

mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen

zburgreen@acpbs.com
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HORSE SENSE

If you notice, the title is a 
question.

For women only, uh!!!

Seems as it is, because more 
women are using this concept 
than men, Why is that I wonder?

I wouldn’t think this is a true 
assessment of what Natural 
Horsemanship ‘really’ is.

Some of the following information 
is from a book written by Dr. 
R.M. Miller, DVM and horse 
behaviorist. The book is 
entitled ‘Natural Horsemanship 
Explained’. If you are around 
horses, I highly recommend you 
get this book and study it.

As you go on your journeys across 
this nation or any nation, you will 
see a great number of statues 
with fi gures of leaders and 
statesmen on horseback and the 
truth is, many of these fi gures 
never rode a horse. But the horse 

promotes majesty and adds to 
the persons being. The HORSE, a 
MAJESTIC creature….. But, I day 
dream, back to the writing.

Sometimes folks want to conquer 
a savage beast, the bronc, the 
wild horse by using whips and 
spurs every time it jumps and 
continue until it submits or 
surrenders.

Others, on the other hand, get 
more satisfaction using Natural 
Horsemanship concepts to 
help a troubled, panicky, fearful 
horse become a trusting, calm 
dependent horse. This way is not 
as hard on the human either.  
Kids and adults alike are building 
self-esteem in the bonding with 
the horse using the natural way 
with horses.

Natural Horsemanship is for 
everyone, especially the horse. 
(Natural Horsemanship is 

working with a horse using the 
horse’s nature, not ours. We 
need to think like the horse 
but fi rst we need to know how 
the horse thinks). Natural 
Horsemanship is a relationship 
fi rst based program/concept. It is 
for everyone who wants to have a 
good foundation ‘fi rst’ to build on. 
It is for everyone who does not 
want to put the goal before the 
principle.

You do not have to be dominating 
over the horse by coercion or 
using force, you just have to 
be the leader.  Examples of 
dominant people who gained it by 
using force and coercion: Genghis 
Kahn, Adolf Hitler, Saddam 
Hussein. Example of people that 
has infl uence over us without 
using force, coercion or other 
domineering methods: Gandhi, 
Aristotle, Socrates, Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  There is not another 

individual that infl uenced us 
more by using Love, Reason and 
Persuasion to achieve dominance 
and leadership than Jesus Christ.

So, from this list, who would you 
want to be like? Who does your 
horse need you to be?

You’ve heard the saying; you 
attract more bees with sugar 
than with vinegar. Try it with your 
horses.  Learn to be the leader, 
not the dictator.

Still think NH is for women only, 
here’s a few folks using NH: 
Larry Mahan, Mel Hyland, and 
Ty Murray, Pat Parelli and many 
more. Just a few who don’t think 
it’s for women only, so why would 
we?

Remember, Natural 
Horsemanship is teaching 
concepts that are the nature of 
the horse.

Natural Horsemanship, for Women Only?
 by Jim Swanner
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Shoals-native sisters who 
have toured with Bob Dylan 
and Brandi Carlile will bring 

their harmonizing magic to Athens 
on Jan. 26 as part of Athens Arts 
League’s Alabama Music Series.

The Grammy-nominated duo 
The Secret Sisters will perform 
at Athens State University’s 
McCandless Hall at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $50 and benefi t Athens Arts 
League, a non-profi t that supports 
artists, provides art education, 
and brings cultural events to 
Athens and Limestone County. 

“Athens Arts League’s Alabama 
Music Series is an on-going 
program to support Alabama-
based artists and provide 
opportunities for them to perform 
for our community,” said Athens 
Arts League Board President 
Jennifer Hilton Sampieri, who 
reached out to The Secret Sisters 
about performing here. “This 
exposes our community to the 
phenomenal talent of local and 
area musicians, and we search 
for teaching opportunities for 
students interested in the music 
business, such as helping set up 
the stage.”

Members of the Limestone County 
Legislative Delegation helped 
sponsor the series with $5,500 in 
community grants. 

The Secret Sisters, Laura and Lydia 
Rogers, received their Grammy 
nomination in 2017 for Best 
Folk Album “You Don’t Own Me 
Anymore,” which Carlile produced. 
According to The Secret Sisters 
website, the album features 
“collective tales of triumph, rage 
and the indefatigable human 
spirit.” 

The album came after a whirlwind 
of music industry highs and lows, 
from a debut album produced by 
T Bone Burnett and Dave Cobb, 
to opening for artists like Dylan, 
Willie Nelson and Paul Simon, to 
declaring bankruptcy and almost 
giving up on their music career.

“This record is deeply personal 

because of what we endured,” 
Lydia Rogers said on The Secret 
Sisters website. “But it’s important 
as a songwriter and artist to talk 
about the times things weren’t 
great. This is a hard business, and 
it’s not all roses and rainbows. 
What we came out with is more 
honest than ever, and we couldn’t 
help that a lot of it is about the 
darkness.”

Sampieri said their story of 
perseverance is an example to 
youth in our community about 
what it takes to pursue your 
dreams. She said the sisters, who 
originate from nearby Greenhill, 
Ala., will visit Scout Music House 
while in Athens. Scout Music 
House is a historic site Athens 
Arts League is renovating into a 
music venue that will host house 
concerts and other cultural events 
while providing hands-on learning 

experiences for students. While 
Scout Music House is under 
renovation, Athens Arts League 
has hosted concerts at its visual 
arts center High Cotton Arts and 
at McCandless Hall.

Most recently, Athens Arts League 
hosted a private fundraiser 
concert by Grammy-nominated 
Athens native Anderson East. For 
that concert, high school students 
participated in event preparation, 
stage setup and sound check and 
took photos of the performance.

The Secret Sisters Performance
and Ticket Info

• Athens State University’s
       McCandless Hall.

• 7 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 26.

• Doors will open at 6 p.m.

• Tickets are $50 and general
  admission. Proceeds benefi t
     Athens Arts League.

• The duo will sign autographs
    after the performance.
• Tickets to The  Secret Sisters
    concert are avaiable
   online and from Athens Arts
   League. To purchase online, go
   to: https://www.eventbrite
   com/e/  
   the-secret-sisters-concert-in-at-
  ens-al-tickets-54292335838
• To purchase from an Athen
    Arts League board member,
    email
   athensartsleague@gmail.com.
• For more information about The
  Secret Sisters and to watch their
  videos, go online at https:
   //www.secretsistersband.com.
• For more information about
   Athens Arts League, go online
   at www.athensartsleague.com. 

Grammy-nominated duo The Secret Sisters
performing January 26th in Athens

Photo of The Secret Sisters by Abraham Rowe.



 Page 20                                                                        THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                          January 11, 2019

“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker • Limestone

256-777-3300

Jane Harrington
Managing Broker • Madison

256-325-0008

Anton Etenko
Realtor®

256-763-3123

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Missey DeGroff 
Realtor®

256-508-8432

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

James Phillips
Broker • Lauderdale

256-656-2370

PR
OD

UC
ER

Million $ Club

Liz Wingard
Associate Broker, GRI

256-777-3988

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

Erica Crunk
Realtor®

256-349-8300

James Martinez
Realtor®

256-335-0611

Christie Bennett
Associate Broker/ Realtor®

256-771-3744

Shewaltha Yates Gusler
Realtor®

256-874-6034

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Jacky Patterson, Jr.
Realtor®

256-874-6033

Chris Corum
Realtor®

256-412-9516

Dusti Hafner
Realtor®

256-523-1939

Susa Farmer
Realtor®

256-652-1662

Guy Fry
Realtor®/ Auctioneer

256-337-0639

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Julie Osborn
Realtor®

256-206-0581

Dale Carter
Associate Broker
256-898-4358

6400 Snake Road - Athens - $799,900
MLS#1095101 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

15434 Hwy 24 - Moulton - $700,000
MLS#1104422 -Dale Carter, 256-898-4358
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

800 Lucas Street - Athens - $20,000
MLS#1103403 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

14149 Lucas Ferry Road - Athens - $74,900
MLS#1079408 - Liz Wingard, 256-777-3988

15035 Cannon Road - Elkmont - $86,900
MLS#1108513 -Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Shinnecock Hills Dr. - Athens - $145,000
MLS#1053216 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

706 North Drive - Athens - $198,900
MLS#1109040 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

412 Vine Street - Athens - $53,400
MLS#1102126 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

18821 Bream Bluff  Road - Athens - $79,900
MLS#1092640 - Leonel White, 256-337-3165

0 Bayles Street - Anderson - $112,500
MLS#1104328 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

25575 Gray Stone Dr. - Madison - $219,900
MLS#1085559 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

9 W Hwy 72 - Athens - $59,999
MLS#1071999 - Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033

14536 Ripley Road - Athens - $84,500
MLS#1101449 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

29600 Lester Road - Lester - $139,300
MLS#1100855 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

106 Cascade Drive - Athens - $185,000
MLS#1107549 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

Menefee Road - Athens - $18,000
MLS#1092637 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256=431-7916
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

708 North Dr. - Athens - $249,900
MLS#1109039 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

17492 Spring View Dr. - Athens - $329,000
MLS#1108827 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

4746 Circle Drive - Florence - $99,900
MLS#1101041 - Dale Carter, 256-898-4358

0 Parker Point Road - Grant - $160,000
MLS#1108773 - Missy Degroff , 256-508-8432

20355 Hogan Dr. - Elkmont - $314,900
MLS#1102046 - Liz Wingard, 256-777-3988

17454 Spring View Dr. - Athens - $339,000
MLS#1108828 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

3107 Fouche Drive • Huntsville • $105,000
MLS#1084067 • Missy Degroff , 256-508-8432

26262 Apple Orchard Lane - Athens - $315,000
MLS#1071599 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

1355 Mitchell Road - Pulaski - $599,000
MLS#1098411 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

0 Wiley Ayers Road - Grant - $115,000
MLS#1108396 - Missy Degroff , 256-508-8432

941 Blake Bottom Road - Huntsville - $2,522,545
MLS#1098273 - James Martinez, 256-335-0611

14203 Mooresville Road - Athens - $225,900
MLS#1072001 - Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033



January 11, 2019                                                                        THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                          Page 23

“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

7142 Hwy 72 W - Athens - $259,000
MLS#1107827 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

7205 Parkwood Street NE - Florence - $175,000
MLS#1102672 - Chris Corum, 256-412-9516

20888 Alabama Hwy 101 - Town Creek - $45,000
MLS#1107160 - James Martinez, 256=335-0611

15844 Coldwater Dr. - Harvest - $245,900
MLS#1109422 - Erica Crunk, 256-349-8300

11971 Little Coff man Road - Lester - $119,900
MLS#1100346 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256=431-7916

33 County Road 35 - Rogersville - $35,000
MLS#1106606 - Erica Crunk, 256-349-8300

410 N. Columbia Ave. - Sheffi  eld - $218,000
MLS#1103320 - James Martinez, 256=335-0611

27362 Salem Minor Hill Rd. - Lester - $45,000
MLS#1109246 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256=431-7916

250 Rolling Brook Drive - Rogersville - $28,500
MLS#1096119 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

310 Aqua Vista Dr. - Killen - $429,900
MLS#1103007 - Erica Crunk, 256-349-8300

311 Happy Hollow Drive - Florence - $337,000
MLS#1080710 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256=431-7916

1202 South Madiso St. - Athens - $149,999
MLS#1106490 - Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033
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