The 36th Annual Limestone Sheriff’s Rodeo is coming to town! May 18th-19th Don’t miss it!
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Two-time martial arts world champion
brings his performance training to Athens
By Sonny Turner
He is a two-time martial arts world
champion who is now making his
home and business in Athens as a
career Master Certified personal
trainer.

Jackson High School in 1998 and
graduated from the University of
Chattanooga in 2013. He then
moved from Chattanooga to
Athens five years ago where he is
a professional Career Master Certified Personal Trainer.

He is Nick Thomas who provides
custom and fitness programs to in- "I do a lot of training here (The
Lions Den), but also do a lot at
dividuals of all ages.
Athens High School and at elderly
"Many years ago I got involved in
people's houses who can not get
martial arts and over a 13-year
out."
span I fought competitively for 10
years," he said. During those 10 Thomas has a nutritional consultyears, Thomas won two world ing contract with Athens High
championships in the International School. He has three categories of
Sport Karate Association. His titles work that includes weight loss,
were the U.S. Open World Champi- strength training for high school
onship in 1996 and Joe Corely's athletes, and endurance training
World Championship in 1997 in At- that includes the training of people
to compete in "Spartan Training."
lanta, Ga.
continued on page 5
Thomas graduated from North

Endurance / Event
Spartan team that Nick trained for a race at Ft. Benning, GA

Nick Thomas, Elite Spartan racer.

THE SONNY SIDE

by Sonny Turner

Two large panthers sitting and watching
They do exist in Limestone County, I can verify that fact

hether there are big
cats roaming the hills
and hollows of
Limestone County is debatable,
but there are several people,
including myself, who will swear
by it.
The recent spotting of what
appeared to be a light brown
colored panther was reported
by Limestone County
Commissioner Jason Black who
told the media he spotted the
big cat while turkey hunting
near the Lester community in
northwestern Limestone
County.
I can back that story up from
what I saw a few years earlier in
the southern portion of the
county.
The sun had already set that
winter day and it was just about
dark when I came across two
large light brown cats just
sitting, watching on the side of
the highway. I had just exited
Old Highway 20 and was about
to hit Interstate 65 southbound
when over to my right sat the

W
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big cats. Cars were behind me
and I did not have the time to
stop for a better look. But there
is no doubt it was two big cats.
That area of the county is near
the Tennessee River and
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge.
Sheriff Mike Blakely reported
recently that he saw one too
years ago when he was a kid.
Someone also sent him a video
of a possible panther on a
game camera several years
back, but it turned out to be a
bobcat.
Black saw the light brown
panther on Easter Sunday.
“It was a huge cat, it was just
there walking,” he told a
reporter from The News
Courier. “It scared me and my
friend who were hunting
together.”
Black said the cat made an
“unnerving sound” like a highpitched moan.
David Rainer, who writes for the
Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural
Resources, in a report five

years ago, quoted a state
wildlife expert that there has
never been a black species of
cougar in the wild or in captivity
in Alabama.
But Limestone County resident
Donna Moran Ellis disputes that
from what she and a friend saw
one night at her home on
Tillman Mill Road just west of
Athens.
Ellis, commenting on the
newspaper’s story last month,
said the spotting was in June,
1979 near Jack Branch.
“Me and my friend and
roommate were coming in late
one night around 11 p.m. and a
song we liked came on the
radio, so we didn’t get out of the
car right away. We were pulled
right up close to the porch,
lights out (porch light on) plenty
of light, we saw a very large
black panther come around the
house and walk right in front of
my car sniffing around the
porch. We always threw out our
scraps. It was black and skinny
and I still remember how square
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his face and jawline was and
how lanky and muscular his
shoulders were as he slanked
slowly around the porch.”
I’m like Donna, Sheriff Blakely,
and Commissioner Black, I
know what I saw and it was not
a deer, bobcat or anything like
that. I’m 100 percent certain it
was a couple of big old
panthers. Since then I’ve kept
my eyes open and watching
when I drive in that area of the
county. But ever since that time
I’ve seen absolutely nothing.
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Finally a break in the rain
By Debra Johnson

F

inally, it seems we are having
some warm, sunshiny days
without so much rain. The
ground is warm enough for the
seeds to germinate now. We took
advantage of planting our beans,
peas, okra, squash, zucchini, and
cucumber seeds after the period
of heavy rains finally lifted.
However, the temperatures were
still getting down near frost temps,
and our seeds did not come up.
So, this past week we re-planted
all those seeds. The ground is
warm and we have had a rain
shower on them since planting, so
I am hoping all will be well.
I guess it doesn’t pay to be in such
a hurry to get seeds in the ground
except for the early crops that can
stand the cold weather. We have
a good stand of potatoes and
corn. We, also, transplanted
some tomato plants and a variety
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Hudson and Callan Johnson
taking time to plant and water
their tomato plant.
of pepper plants. I saved a couple
of tomato plants that I wanted my
oldest grandboys to plant. (So far,
they have used the empty garden
space for excavating with their
toys) I want them to experience
planting and watching the vegetables grow. That way, they know

We are getting ready to plant
sweet potatoes, and that should
round out all that we are planting
this year. We bought a few sweet
potato plants, but I am going to
also try planting the potatoes we
had left from last year that have
sprouted. They should grow just
as well. We are waiting and
watching for the garden to grow
right now, but soon, I’ll have to figure out what I am going to do to
keep the weeds out. I do not look
forward to weeding the garden. I
am thinking about putting landscaping cloth down this year in the
rows to keep the weeds out of the
Last year's sweet potatoes plants, and leave enough space
sprouting for planting this that we can still till in between the
year.
rows. That will be a job within itwhere the food comes from.
self, but may be the best thing in
I think we won’t have a problem
the long run compared to chopwith them wanting to pick from the ping and weeding.
mature plants. I am hoping they
Enjoy your gardening!
will think it is fun picking up potatoes. We will need the help!
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Get Primed Now With Prime
Performance Training continued from page 1
This plan is for you if you want to improve your overall physical health
and well being, want to live a more
active and healthy lifestyle, and
your doctor or physician has recommended you lose weight, and you
Thomas is available locally for per- feel your health and physical fitness
sonal training. His is a certified nu- has diminished over the years, and
tritional coach, and general sports you wish to prevent or decrease the
nutritionist, specializing in strength effects of disease.
What are your fitness goals? Imtraining.
He has several college baseball prove general mobility and enand football prospects going to the durance, be more comfortable in
next level. Also, he has several your daily life chasing kids, work duweight loss transformation stories ties, etc. With this plan you can
train for a formal athletic goal such
that are available upon request.
as a 5k race and become more
"Passion is the compelling action to
tone, lose unwanted weight, get fit
bring your dreams into reality," he
and Increase your muscle mass by
said.
increasing athletic endurance.
You can purchase Nick Thomas'
For Athletes
step-by-step guide to kick start your
If you want to get better in your reweight loss and get primed for the
spective sport, want to pursue a
swimsuit season by going to his
higher level of athletics (college
website at GetPrimedNow.com and
level), want to improve your physical
sign up. Get primed for bathing suit
strength, and want to improve your
season this year with Prime Perspeed, Nick can help.
formance Training's specialized nutrition plan to jump start your And what are your training goals?
weight loss success. Make 2018 Nick can help you achieve a speyour best summer yet. Nick may be cific athletic goal, find a formal
training program that will help your
reached at 256-434-7532.
off season, improve your fitness
Interested in our custom packlevel, achieve your high school fitages? Contact Nick for information
ness goals, or pursue a scholaron one-on-one fitness and nutrition
ship.
custom plans!
In April, Thomas took a Spartan
team consisting of six members to
Ft. Benning, Ga. to compete in a
Spartan race. He said that was his
first team based on his clientele in
Athens.

Jennifer Bridges with trainer, Nick Thomas.
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Endurance Training
If you want to improve a specific
athletic interest, want to train for a
specific event, want to improve your
physical strength or size, want improve your endurance, and want to
improve your speed, call him and
book a session.
Nick will be competing in the Elite
Spartan Super in Austin, Texas on
May 19th, the Elite Spartan Sprint
on July 14th in Louisville, KY and
the Elite Spartan World Championship in Olympic Valley, CA on
Sept. 19th.

Nick Thomas

Nick Thomas
Nick@GetPrimedNow.com • www.GetPrimedNow.com
256-434-7532

Athlete / Strength Training
Nick Thomas with Jacob McNairy
on College Signing Day for Baseball.

Weight Loss
Dawn Mancuso, a client of Nick's Prime Performance
fitness and nutrition program.
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CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
May 11, 2018 — Fridays After Five Downtown
Athens stays open late and offers shopping
and dining specials, music, art and more. End
your work week by staying late with us for Fridays After Five. FACEBOOK
May 11, 2018 — Art After Hours with High
Cotton Arts (103 West Washington Street in
Athens) starting at 5:00PM with music by Justus Storm, free snacks and crafts for the kids.
For more information FB Event
May 12, 2018 — Free Veterans’ Breakfast at
the American Veterans Post 21 (22769 Black
Road in Athens) for a pancake or egg breakfast with the trimmings from 7:00AM10:00AM. Non-Veterans $6.00. All are
welcome. For more information: 256-4442793 or www.AmVetsAL21.com
May 12, 2018 — MidGard Storage Yard Sale
at the facility (110 Cloverleaf Drive in Athens)
from 9:00AM-2:00PM. Free lunch provided by
MidGard. Limited space for non-customer
booths. For more information: 256-262-4928
May 12, 2018 — 1st Annual Super Saturday
Farmers Market and Old Fashioned Fair at
East Limestone High School (15641 East
Limestone Road in Athens) from 7:00AM3:00PM. Outdoor Event, open to the public.
May 12, 2018 — Limestone County Sheriff’s
Grand Marshall’s Rodeo Parade starting at
the Limestone Sheriff’s Arena (AL-99 past Elm
Street on the right) traveling down West Market Street to the courthouse square, north on
Jefferson Street and west on Elm Street and
returning to the area. Lineup at 10:00AM;
start at 11:00AM.
May 12, 2018 — AMVETS Saturday Game Day
at the American Veterans Post 21 (22769
Black Road in Athens) starting at 3:00PM with

a variety of games including billiards, board
games, card games, trivia, concessions and
more. All are welcome - Veterans free; $5.00
general admission. For more information:
256-444-2793 or www.AmVetsAL21.com
May 14, 2018 — Spirit Night at Lawlers for
Athens Girl Scout Troop 1922 at the Exit 351
location (1506 U.S. Highway 72E in Athens)
from 4:00PM-8:00PM for dine in, carry out or
drive-through. Be sure to mention Girl Scout
Spirit night when ordering.
May 14, 2018 — Preston’s Kid’s Rodeo Day at
Preston’s Western Wear (1703 U.S. Highway
72E in Athens) starting at 5:00PM with free
pony rides for the kids. LimestoneSheriffRodeo.com
May 15, 2018 — Street Dance & Fashion
Show on the Limestone County Courthouse in
downtown Athens, AL starting at 6:00PM featuring Jeff Whitlow Country. LimestoneSheriffRodeo.com
May 17, 2018 — Limestone County Sheriff’s
Rodeo Slack Day at the Limestone County
Sheriff’s Rodeo Arena (AL-99 past Elm Street
intersection on the right).
May 18, 2018 — Summer Concert Series: Tina
Swindell and the Valley Cats live with AthensLimestone County Tourism Association on the
steps of the Limestone County Courthouse
Marion Street side from 6:00PM-8:00PM, free
to the public - bring camp or lawn chair. More
information here
May 18 & 19, 2018 — Limestone County
Sheriff’s Rodeo at the Limestone County Sheriff’s Arena (AL-99 on the right past the Elm
Street intersection) starting at 8:00PM. Tickets: Children: $10.00; Adult: $15.00.

The

Floor Gallery
25065 US HWY 72
Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65
in big tan building

256-216-9055
For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts
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LIFE AT

90°
© 2016 American Standard Heating & Air Conditioning All rights reserved

1003 South Jefferson St.
Athens, Alabama 35611

CONSISTENT COMFORT.
BECAUSE SOME LIKE IT HOT.

Whatever your perfect temperature, you’ll enjoy consistent comfort with
the heating and cooling systems homeowners ranked number one in
durability.* American Standard. A higher degree of comfort.
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Crappie fishing good this spring
spot over the past decade to drift
fish with many poles fished over
the side of the boat.

By Danny Johnson

M

any fishermen got their
introduction to fishing by
learning how to catch
crappie. I can remember the first
crappie I ever caught like it was
yesterday. My granddad and I
were fishing from the bank on
Sugar Creek when that big slab
crappie took my minnow and
pulled by bobber under. I pulled
the 2-pound fish from the water
and have loved crappie fishing
ever since. We saved up some
money and bought a boat with a
5 hp Sea King motor. My granddad made a boat trailer from an
old utility trailer he found buried
under a junk pile in his barn.

Many will agree crappie remains
one of the best tasting fish in the
river. The tender, sweet meat is a
favorite fish to eat caught from
the lake. Warnings have been
posted about eating from from
the public water way and should
be observed by the public. TVA
website has good info about the
condition of the Tennessee River
chain of lakes.
The crappie population will cycle
from year to year. This has been a
good spring for catching the fish enjoy it. The size limit for crappie
on Wheeler has helped return the
species to good numbers. Next
year it may be not as good.

We soon learned how to locate
crappie and catch good strings of
the fish from winter through the
spring months. In the beginning,
the tuff minnow was our primary
bait of choice. After getting a rod
and reel, we soon learned how effective crappie could be caught
on small plastic grubs and hair
flies. Fishing a jig under a float
being reeled slowly over structure, like brush and stumps
caught big crappie.
Sugar Creek and Anderson Creek
were some of our favorite spots
to locate and catch crappie.
When the lake was full in the
spring, Mud Creek and Beula Bay
were once the best crappie fishing on Wheeler Lake. The plentiful buck bushes were great cover
to catch big female crappie. A
short line on a cane pole tipped
with a minnow was used to pull

Crappie spawn and the fry survival rate dictate the fishing for
the next year. Muddy water during
the spawn could influence the
success of the spawn. Crappie
are also a predator fish and eat a
good number of their own fry. If
the crappie population is strong,
this will effect the future of the
crappie fry that survive.

Jerry Lawler with a Wheeler Lake crappie.
the slab crappie out of the
bushes.
Another technique was floating
over submerged stumps with several poles being dragged by the

boat. I refer to this method as spider fishing. I gave it this name because at a distance it looks like a
spider with many legs protruding
from the boat. Limestone Creek
has become a popular fishing

We, as fishermen, can help the
futures of crappie by obeying the
size and creel limit. Just catch
enough of the fish for your own
needs. Think of the next generation of fishermen and help insure
the great sport of fishing will be
there for the future.

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

Steve Smith
Sr. Vice President/County Executive Limestone County
NMLS# 541304
ssmith@fnbforyou.net
1880 US Hwy 72 East • Athens, AL 35613
256.216.2042 Direct • 256.226.4478 Cell • 256.233.4478 Fax
866.363.3344 Toll Free
www.fnbforyou.com
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Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES

256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com
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by Flo Doughty

Eli’s Block Party

B

ig Block or Small Block, all
are invited to the Party at
the Fourth Annual Eli’s
Block Party car show May 19th at
Lindsay Lane Baptist Church. This
is a judged show, open to all
makes and models, plus trucks
and motorcycles, with trophies in
26 categories.
Meet Sam Memmolo, host of Two
Guys Garage and Motorheads,
plus live music by DEAN, and food
by Smokin’ Box BBQ, so bring
your chairs to enjoy the day. What
started in 2014 as just a bunch
of nice people getting together to
show cars to cancer kid Eli
Williams, has grown into a showcase of vehicles from the Alabama and Central Tennessee
areas, plus many come from Mississippi and some from Georgia.
With attentive and knowledgeable judging, and many categories for trophies, vehicle
enthusiasts can be confident that
their work will be closely observed and appreciated.
Event goers may enjoy “Pick-aPrize” drawings through-out the
day, which include dinner gift
cards, vehicle merchandise and
much more. “If you count that
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very first year, before we were a
501c3, this is actually our fifth
year. That first year, we just asked
the local mustang club to bring by
some mustangs for Eli to look at.
Almost 400 came that day,” said
Kristie Williams, Eli’s mom and
founder of Eli’s Block Party.
“From that amazing, and fateful
day, has grown this effort, a legitimate and working non-profit organization that is part of the
fight,” she said.
Twelve-year-old Eli “The Eliminator” Williams passed away August
5, 2017, after an almost six year
battle with brain cancer. Eli was a
pioneer in cancer research. After
his relapse in 2014, he participated in five experimental trials,
often being within the first five
patients, even first patient, to receive the drug or treatment.
Through the collection of his
tumor tissue, blood samples,
data from the treatments, Eli provided information that is already
shaping better treatments for
kids being diagnosed with brain
cancer.

to understand the intricacies of
research funding and apply the
monies raised by the foundation
directly to cutting-edge research.
This year, the foundation is supporting an immunotherapy program at Children’s of Georgia
with Dr. Ted Johnson.
Dr. Johnson took Eli’s case when
no other doctor would because
his disease burden was too great.
Dr. Johnson’s uniqueness in
treating the individual child while
balancing quality of life during
palliative care gained the family
16 more months with Eli. His work
in immunotherapy to treat the
deadliest of pediatric brain can-

cers is recognized in the industry
as one of those most innovative
and effective. With the motto
“Never say No,” the foundation is
honored to be a part of it.
For more information please visit
www.elisblockparty.org. Registration for car show is open, and information about other events is
available. Other events coming up
for the foundation is Eli’s Block
Party North car show in Flat Rock,
Michigan; Superhero Fun Day and
Family Expo in September, and
Hope for the Holidays benefit dinner featuring ventriloquist Mark
Thompson.

From the experience Eli’s parents
gained through participating in
experimental trials, they are able
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SCHOOL BELLS

by Debra Johnson

Blue Springs 5th Graders take a Field Trip to Dauphin Island

Fifth grade students from Blue Springs Elementary at Dauphin Island.
County have taken advantage of
educational experience that stulue Springs Elementary fifth major marine phyla found along
this hands-on field trip that is
dents enjoy while learning.
grade students recently
the Gulf Coast. Students worked
traveled to Mobile, Alabama in pairs and were invited to exam- available in our state. It is a fun,
ine and touch a wide variety of
where they toured the U.S.S Alapreserved specimens, while idenbama and then continued to the
Dauphin Island Sea Lab. At the
tifying major body parts during a
sea lab, they participated in many squid dissection.
exciting classes including a boat
The salt marsh is an estuary full
excursion, a squid dissection, and of plants and animals. Students
a trip to explore the salt water
had the opportunity to drag seine
marsh.
nets, and scoop up animals

B

The students learned about the
animals that inhabit Alabama’s
coastal waters. The touch lab
and squid dissection provided a
more detailed introduction to the

through sieving mud. Instructors
were on hand to identify their
catches.
For years, 5th grade students
from Athens City and Limestone

Whitney Altizer, La'Shelle Redus, and
Miah Wise are enjoying the beach.

Garrett Watson, Christopher Garrison, Braxton Sims,
and Mitch Welborn at the U.S.S. Alabama.
Page 10

Lillian Moss and partner,
Brooklyn Albritton,
dissecting a squid.
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Students examining
specimens from the
Gulf Coast.
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Delights

by Debra Johnson

Squash Casserole Recipe
1 stick butter
2 cups cooked squash
1 cup milk
1 small onion, chopped
1 cup grated cheese
1 egg
2 sleeves Ritz crackers, crushed
Boil squash and onion together
until tender.
Drain and salt. Layer a casserole
dish with the squash, then cover
with grated cheese.
Mix egg and milk and pour over
casserole.
Melt butter and mix with crushed
Ritz crackers.
Sprinkle on top. Bake at 350 degrees until brown and casserole
has set.

1806 Wilkinson Street
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any
excavation, to have underground utilities located.

Hobbs Jewelers is proud to have been
part of your community for more than 60
years. Stop in and see our friendly staff
for all your jewelry needs. We have many
jewelry lines to choose from.

811 is the new national

Mention this ad to receive

three digit call number.

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

20% off purchase.
Not Valid with any other offers.
EXCLUDES diamond solitares and loose diamonds.
Valid through 6-17-2018
Jane Vaughn and Gigi Alcover with a Va han jewelry display.

571 US Hwy 72
May 11, 2018
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

Whiskey stills and bootleggers

R

evenuers stayed busy back
in the 40’s and 50’s finding
and destroying illegal
whiskey stills. The law had a challenge finding these productions
because the country boys who ran
these operations were good at
hiding and building the stills in out
of place locations. My uncle was a
deputy sheriff back in the 50’s
and early 60’s and shared some
very good stories about their adventures.
He would say, “Often the still locations were deep in a swampy area
where cotton mouth snakes were
plentiful. There had to be a water
source at the still site. Sometimes
whiskey stills were found in old
abandoned barns and houses.
Most of the time the stills were in
the woods and the jugs of illegal
whiskey was stored in abandoned
structures. Finding and destroying
the illegal booze was a pretty dangerous job. Often the stash
houses were well guarded with
folks with shotguns.”

Wood was used as a fire source to
cook off the mash used to make
the wildcat whiskey. Neighbors
could see the smoke coming from
the woods and often tipped the
law enforcement officers of the
still location.
Bootleggers were a very creative
bunch of folks. They would hide
their booze under stumps or rocks
throughout the countryside. My
uncle said, “ Once we found a

Strickland

large stash lowered on a rope into
a well. And a hidden wall that
could be slid to open and close.”
Illegal whiskey makers were
caught and sentenced to prison
time. When the still operation was
found, axes and picks were used
to destroy them. The goal was to
destroy the components to prevent them from being used again.
The copper parts were smashed
and chopped into small pieces.
About all communities had a local
bootlegger, and the revenuers
would make raids in an attempt to
shut them down. Officers would
use disguises and attempt to buy il-

legal beer and whiskey from these
local bootleggers. Many times the
bootleggers were arrested by the
undercover operation.
Fast cars were also used to transport booze to other towns. The
booze was carried in the trunk of
the car and often moved at night.
Cars sitting low in the back was a
tell-tale sign to officers to stop the
car for a search. The officer was
often in for a chase when attempting to make a stop. The transport
cars had big engines and good
drivers. My uncle would say, “ You
can’t out run the police radio.” The
officer in pursuit would radio for
support and road blocks were
used to stop the fleeing car.
Those days are long gone with
legal alcohol sales sold throughout the city. The law enforcement
today have many challenges to
deal with, like illegal drugs. Our
law enforcement officers should
be respected and obeyed when
they are doing their job. It is assuring to know we have someone to
call when we need help. Thanks to
Sheriff and Police departments.
Limestone County is a good place
to call home.

Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
answers on page 15

White Gravel • Stone
Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

25
EXP
YEARS

Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
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zucchini
tomato
greenbeans
okra
eggplant
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cabbage
onions
jalapeñopeppers
peas
corn

cantaloupe
spinach
watermelons
cucumber
carrots
May 11, 2018

May 11, 2018
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Hope, Fight, Relay: Athens and Limestone
communities passionate about purple

T

he American Cancer Society
estimates there will be
27,380 new cases of selected cancers in Alabama this
year, with 10,720 deaths.
Those numbers personally impact
a community when they become
names and faces of family members, friends, neighbors or coworkers. That impact hit close to
the Relay for Life of Limestone
County family on April 12 when
long-time Relay for Life supporter
Esther Jernigan died from her
battle. Jernigan, often seen wearing purple, was captain of the
Survivors’ Team and raised
money through bake sales and
other endeavors.
“Her name was synonymous with
Relay for Life, and her leadership
and love have been such an integral part of our Limestone Relay
family,” said Cherry Hammonds,
Community Development manager for the American Cancer Society office in Huntsville.

Hammond’s said Jernigan’s
legacy lives on as does her inspiration to us.

Drive at Athens City Hall held in
memory of former mayor and
state representative Dan Williams

On Monday, April 30, Athens
Mayor Ronnie Marks and Limestone County Commission Chairman Mark Yarbrough declared
April 30-May 4 as Paint the Town
Purple Week in Athens and Limestone County. The proclamation
encourages citizens to participate
in Relay for Life activities, educate themselves about cancer
prevention and treatments, and
support finding a cure.

Thursday, May 3, 5:30 p.m. –
Memory Celebration on the east
side of the Limestone County
Courthouse where anyone can tie
a purple ribbon on the tree in
memory or honor of those who
battle cancer.

Throughout the week, there will
be community activities:
Monday, April 30, 6 p.m. – Survivors’ Dinner at the Limestone
County Event Center
Tuesday, May 1, 4:30 p.m. –
Bank Night at First National
Bank, where the teams turn in
what they raised
Thursday, May 3, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
– Dan Williams Memorial Blood

Friday, May 4, 6 p.m. to midnight
– Relay Night for Relay for Life of
Limestone County at the Limestone County Event Center. Team
campsites will be decorated in
different eras for the theme
“Hope Through the Decades,”
chosen in honor of 2018 being
Athens and Limestone County’s
bicentennial year. There will be a
Survivor’s lap, team lap, food, activities, and more.
Businesses, schools, churches
and other groups who dress up or
decorate in purple can send their
purple pictures to Holly Hollman
at hhollman@athensal.us.

Proclamation signing with Limestone County Commission
Chairman Mark Yarbrough and Athens Mayor Ronnie Marks.
Page 14
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

What Defines You?

I

recently read a story about a
young man who wasted his life
away with drugs, alcohol and
crime. When asked why he
turned to this lifestyle, he said
that he didn’t have a choice. His
parents divorced at a young age,
his father left and he grew up
without a strong influence. Because of that, he said his life was
destined to go the direction it did.

coffee grounds. The coffee actually changes the boiling water
into something completely different.

I have come in contact with several people who have echoed
some of those same thoughts.
For some reason we have been
convinced that the circumstances
in our life are what define us as
human beings. May I suggest to
you that it’s not the circumstances, but how we respond to
those circumstances and the
choices we make that will actually define us?

People can choose how they respond to all of life’s situations
and circumstances. Sometimes
life is difficult and it feels like you
are thrown into a pot of boiling
water. When thrown in the pot,
you have a choice. Will you
harden yourself like the egg? Will
you become bitter and angry at
the world and the circumstances
it’s given you? Will your heart become hardened towards God like
Pharaoh’s? Pharaoh was unwilling to see God working around
him. As God sent plague after
plague, Pharaoh would not accept that the God of Israel was responsible. This hardness of heart
eventually cost Pharaoh greatly.

Let me give you an illustration. If
you were to take a pot of boiling
water and throw in an egg. Eventually, you would get a hard-boiled
egg. Instead of an egg, let’s say
we threw in some diced potatoes.
Eventually those potatoes would
become soft so they could easily
be mashed. Take that same pot
of boiling water and add some

Or will you soften like the potatoes? Will you bend to peer pressure, become week and allow
yourself to get crushed, mashed
and defeated? I think of someone
like Judas. He betrayed his Lord
for a few pieces of silver. He let
the temptations of this world
reach his heart and turn him
away. When he realized what he

Kevin Harrington
had done, Judas tried to return
the money and eventually committed suicide. He let the world
defeat him.
Or will you choose to take the circumstances that have been given
to you and find the good? The
coffee grounds were not
changed, but instead they
changed the boiling water into
something good. That reminds
me of Joseph. He used his horrible situation to bring honor to
God and His plan (Gen. 50:20).

Joseph was betrayed by his brothers, sold into slavery, wrongfully
accused of adultery, thrown in
prison, and forgotten about for
two years. Yet, he always used his
circumstances to praise on glorify
God.
What defines you? Life is hard
and sometimes we can’t help our
circumstances. However, they
don’t have to define who you are.
Instead, make something good
out of whatever life gives you.

MarionStreet

church of Christ

124 N. Marion Street
256-232-1786
Website: www.marionstreet.org
SERVICES
Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.
Worship 9:30 a.m.
Bible Classes 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday - Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
zucchini
tomato
greenbeans
okra
eggplant
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cabbage
onions
jalapeñopeppers
peas
corn

cantaloupe
spinach
watermelons
cucumber
carrots

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington
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The Maverick was an unforgetable classic

T

he Ford Maverick is a compact car that was manufactured by Ford from April 1969
to 1977 in the United States,
Venezuela (first country outside
the States to produce them),
Canada, Mexico, and, from 1973
to 1979, in Brazil — employing a
rear-wheel drive platform dating to
the original 1960 Falcon. Originally
marketed as a two-door sedan at
a price of $1,995, the Maverick
was designed to be inexpensive to
manufacture and maintain.
The name “Maverick” was derived
from the word for unbranded
range animals, and the car’s
nameplate was stylized to resemble a longhorned cow head.
The Maverick was originally conceived and marketed as a subcompact “import fighter,” intended to
do battle with the Volkswagen Beetle and newer Japanese rivals for
North America from Honda, Datsun, and Toyota. The Falcon, Ford’s
compact offering since 1960 and
main rival to the Chevrolet Nova
and Dodge Dart, had seen its
sales decimated by the introduction of the Mustang in 1964, and
despite a redesign in 1966, was
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unable to meet the then forthcoming U.S. National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration motor vehicle standards that would come
into effect on Jan. 1, 1970. Consequently, the Falcon was discontinued midway through the 1970
model year, and the Maverick
repositioned as Ford’s compact
entry, giving the Nova and Dart a
new rival.

short deck popularized by the
Mustang, on a 103-inch wheelbase — and featured simple and
inexpensive to manufacture popout rear side windows rather than
roll-downs.

Nearly 579,000 Mavericks were
produced in its first year. This rivaled the record-setting first year
of Mustang sales (nearly 619,000),
and easily outpaced the MusThe Maverick’s styling featured the tang’s sales of fewer than
long hood, fastback roof, and 200,000 in 1970.
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The final year for both the Maverick and Ford Comet was 1977.
Both cars remained unchanged except for a police package on the
Maverick which was not sufficiently upgraded for police work
and sold less than 400 units. The
Maverick was produced in Brazil
until 1979. Maverick’s place in the
North American Ford lineup was
essentially taken by the 1978 Fairmont.
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

Sleeping Preacher of Mooresville
astounded with clairvoyant powers

R

ev. Sanders lay on his
sickbed, where he had for
weeks recuperating from a
nasty fall off his horse, when suddenly he burst out laughing.

referred to as “My Casket.”
And then, as suddenly as it had
come, on May 5, 1876, “X + Y =
Z” left Sanders. In a trance,
Sanders wrote one last note
signed “X + Y = Z,” in which he
announced he was leaving “My
Casket.”

“Look at DeWitt!” he exclaimed.
His concerned friends looked
around the room while he kept on
laughing. There was no one there.
Finally his friend John Pruit asked
him, “What was DeWitt doing?”

“After twenty-two years of labor
and suffering in and through the
person of my Casket, and for
many years of that time both a
mystery and a reproach to others,
I now come to the end of my first
engagement, and will here leave
off, in part, the work until my second and last coming, at which
time I will reappear to finish up
the great work for which I was intended,” he wrote. He ended the
note by saying, “You will often
and sadly miss me, when I am
gone, but you cannot realize it
now… With Heaven’s benediction
I will now bid you adieu.”

That’s when the Rev. Constantine
Blackmon Sanders began describing what he was seeing: His
friend, M.B. DeWitt, straddling a
wobbly fence, a bowl of custard in
one hand and a sack of peas in
the other, his hat blowing off, and
his hair and coattails flying in the
wind, as he struggled valiantly to
make his way over the fence without spilling himself and the custard too.
“He’s about to lose my custard
after all, and I be deprived of it,”
Sanders said, still laughing.

From then until Sanders died on
April 11, 1911, he never again fell
into a trance or displayed those
clairvoyant powers. He spent the
rest of his days preaching for the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church.

Sanders’ vision was as strange as
it was funny. DeWitt and the
fence were nearly a mile away,
beyond a trail through thick
woods, and Sanders had otherwise no clue that DeWitt’s wife
had sent him to the visit the sick
preacher with sweet treat in
hand.
A few minutes later, there was a
knock on the door and in walked
DeWitt, ready to tell the story of
his near miss. But Sanders beat
him to it, telling him exactly what
had happened, even though he
had only seen it in his clairvoyant
mind’s eye.
“I would have laughed at you
good, DeWitt, if you had fallen off
that fence!” Sanders laughed.
“Didn’t you stick to it? You would
have spilled the custard the good
woman was sending to me, but I
would have been obliged to laugh
at you, I was so amused.”
The incident was but one of many
in which Sanders, a minister at
the Mooresville Brick Church in
the mid-1800s, was able to see
things happening in the future or
miles away, speak in languages
or prescribe medicine he had not
studied, or see to find things that
May 11, 2018

were lost, all while in a trance-like
state that earned him the nickname “The Sleeping Preacher.”
Sanders was born July 2, 1831,
in Madison County, the seventh
of 10 children. When he was 6,
his father died, and from then on
he worked on the family farm
while harboring the dream of becoming a preacher one day. At
age 20, he began to work in the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church,
and his studies to become an ordained minister were going well
when, in the spring of 1854, he
began to suffer seizures and
headaches so intense that he
said, “My head feels like it has
opened.” Sure enough, Mary Harlow reported that she could feel
and see the bones of his skull
separate, only to close when the
seizure passed.

After this illness, he first showed
signs of his unusual gifts, telling
Harlow there would be a burying
at the family cemetery the next
day. An hour later, a man rode up
and asked to bury a corpse there
the next day.
For more than 20 years after that
day, Sanders repeatedly had
episodes in which he would fall
into a trance, sometimes for
months at a time, and demonstrate his strange powers, often
in writing such things as Latin
passages he had never studied,
or in completely transcribing a
sermon that was being preached
many miles away. When in this
state, he always signed his writings not with his name, but with
“X + Y = Z,” and he referred to
himself as a separate entity from
the Rev. Sanders, whose body he
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You can find out more about
Sanders by reading “X + Y = Z, or
the Sleeping Preacher” written in
1876 by Sanders’ friend George
W. Mitchell of Athens. A copy of
the Centennial Edition published
in 1976, which includes additional documents and insights by
William P. Drake is in the Limestone County Archives library.
About the Archives:
Limestone County Department of
History and Archives
Established: 1980
Staff: Archivist Rebekah Davis and
Assistant Archivist April Davis
Location: 102 W. Washington St.,
in the 1905 L&N Passenger Depot
Hours: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday
Phone: 256-233-6404
E-mail:
archives@limestonecounty-al.gov
Web: www.limestonearchives.com
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
limestonecountyarchives
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HORSE SENSE

by Jim Swanner

You Gotta Help Your Horse,
Understand?

Y

our horse may be shy, pushy,
bite, or some other unwanted
behavior, because he feels
he needs to be this way to survive.
More often than not, humans are
the cause. It’s a
matter of trust for
the horse, a matter
of Understanding.
We have to help
him to understand
Jim Swanner we’re not a threat
to him, so he
doesn’t have to behave in that
manner. This may take a while,
depending how much damage has
been done.
Our horses act one way with us
and we think, “What’s wrong with
my horse? Then we turn it out with
other horses and it acts just fine.
Shouldn’t that tell us something?
If we a smart, it does! It tells us,
it’s not something wrong with the
horse, but something is wrong with
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bully or some mean kid around.
These bullies are almost always
that way because they feel they
have to be that way to survive.
Often, if the bully is bullied they
will leave you alone.
What’s this got to do with horses?
This!

how we are around our horse. This
is what we have to try to figure out
and fix.
Do you understand what I mean?
Here’s what I mean.
Think back a few years in your life,
maybe your school days or maybe
it’s happening to you now.
Seems like there was always a

Sometimes you will run into horses
that are aggressive, shy, nervous
or whatever. They act this way
because it’s their survival
mechanism. Each horse has to be
treated differently. Horses are like
snow flakes, they are all alike, but
different.
We have to help them through it
and help them understand it’s
safe to be around us. We’re not
going to hurt them.
An aggressive horse needs more
firmness followed by kindness.
A nervous or unconfident horse
will need more patience, slow
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movements, (not sneaky but
smooth) and kindness. Take as
much time as the horse needs.
However our horse is, we must
have a mental plan when we work
with him. We have to understand
his behavior and help him to
become a more confident and
gentle horse.
Whichever horse you have, the
behavior can be changed if
handled correctly.
Know the horses’ character so you
will know how to handle him. If you
don’t understand his character
and/or how to handle it, please by
all means, learn study and get
knowledge. You will succeed much
faster and your horse will
appreciate you knowing.
Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611
www.JimSwanner.com
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.
Jefferson Street at Green Street
Athens, AL 35611
256-232-1130
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:
• Personal Injury

• Family Law

- Automobile Accidents
- Workman’s Compensation
- 18-Wheeler Accidents
- Products Liability

- Divorce
- Guardianship
- Custody
- Wills and Probate

• Social Security Disability
• General Law
- Litigation
- Corporate and LLC Formations
- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance
- Landlord — Tenant Matters
- Real Property Issues

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

James M. Corder
jcorder@acpbs.com

Mitch Shelly
mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen
zburgreen@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Balloons Over Decatur
Annual Alabama Jubilee Hot-Air Balloon Classic
returns to Point Mallard Park May 26-27

M

ore than 60 big beautiful
hot-air balloons will fill the
sky above Decatur, Ala., later
this month during the annual
Alabama Jubilee Hot-Air Balloon
Classic. The colorful festival, set for
May 26-27, 2018, at Point Mallard
Park, features hot air balloons, live
music, a balloon glow, tethered
balloon rides, antique cars and
tractors, arts and crafts, fireworks,
other family fun with activities on the
ground and in the air, and — for the
first time in festival history — an
Alabama Jubilee photo contest.
The Alabama Jubilee Hot Air Balloon
Classic has been a Memorial Day
weekend tradition for many families
for more than 40 years. The
celebration begins bright and early
Saturday, May 26, at 6:30 a.m., with
the hare and hound balloon race. In
this race, one balloon flies off the
Jubilee field and the others try to
follow to see which pilot can get
closest to a target put down by the
hare balloon.

Festivalgoers are encouraged to
come early for balloon activities and
plan to stay the entire day. In addition
to the balloon activities, organizers
have included an incredible line up
of music, vendors, special
entertainment for children and more.
Some of the activities to be held
throughout the day on Saturday
include a car show from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m., behind the Spirit of America
stage, and the popular Decatur Art
Guild arts and crafts show from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Point Mallard
pavilion.
The Southland Flywheelers will host
an antique tractor show starting after
8 a.m., featuring some of the best
restored and maintained tractors in
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the Southeast, a tractor parade,
pedal park and tractor games. The
tractor show is near the T.C. Almon
Recreation Center located in Point
Mallard Park.

field starting about 7 a.m.

The Decatur Art Guild arts and crafts
show reopens from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
offering festivalgoers plenty of time
to shop for handmade items in
An afternoon hot-air balloon flight is between the balloon activities.
set for 5:30 p.m. At 8:15 p.m., the Another fun flight is set to launch
Balloon Glow is a must see as about 5:30 p.m. For anyone who
towering balloons provide an awe- would like to experience the magic of
inspiring display of color across Point a balloon ride, free tethered rides are
Mallard Park. Joining the Jubilee this offered Sunday night (weather
year are three special shape permitting) from 6:30 p.m. until
balloons: Yellow bird, Rocket the sunset.
squirrel and Elvis — jumpsuit,
Musical acts on Sunday include
pompadour and all.
karaoke from 2 until 4 p.m., Taylor &
On Saturday, live entertainment Co. (formerly Firewater) at 4:30 p.m.,
provided by Dancers Inc. is Logan Henderson at 6:30 p.m., John
scheduled to start at 4 p.m. After a Schlitt of Petra at 7 p.m., and
brief break for a pilot briefing, the Brandon Elder starting at 8 p.m.
entertainment picks up again with
The two-day event concludes with
The Box Elders at 5:30 p.m. and Elvis
the Alabama Jubilee Fireworks
tribute artist Michael Dean and
Spectacular at 9:30 p.m.
Memphis headlining at 7 p.m.
Be sure to bring your camera. For
Another round of friendly competition
the first time, the Alabama Jubilee
between the hot-air balloon pilots is
is sponsoring a photo contest
scheduled for Sunday, May 27, with
with prizes. Details and entry
the Lynn Layton Chevrolet Key Grab
information are available at
Race. Balloons should (or at least
www.alabamajubilee.net.
could) start flying into the Jubilee
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Free parking will be available at the
G.E. parking lot at 2328 Point
Mallard Drive SE and in downtown
Decatur, mainly across from the
Morgan County Courthouse at 302
Lee Street NE (shuttle pickup for this
location will be at the Princess
Theatre at 112 Second Avenue NE)
with shuttle service to Point Mallard
Park from 3 p.m. until 11 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday for only $2 per
person, each way.
Admission to the Alabama Jubilee is
free.
Please note all balloon activities are
weather permitting. Balloons do not
fly, tether or glow in the rain or if wind
on the ground is stronger than about
8 mph or if there are thunderstorms
nearby. During the Alabama Jubilee,
Point Mallard Park is a “No-Drone
Zone” according to FAA regulations.
Blankets and lawn chairs are
encouraged. For safety reasons, all
pets of all sorts are strongly
discouraged due to the loud noise
caused by the balloons and the large
number of people present.
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LIMESTONE DRUG
LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE
DELIVERY
ONLY $1
OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-7PM
SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM • SUNDAY 9AM-5PM

256-232-3811

FREE CLASSIFIEDS thevalleystar.net

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

14931 Hwy 72
Clements• $110,000
MLS#420268

14149 Lucas Ferry Road
Athens • $84,900
MLS#1079408

137 Lombard Street
Madison • $359,900
MLS#1080091

135 Lombard Street
Madison • $279,900
MLS#1080089

311 Happy Hollow Road
Florence • $342,000
MLS#1065240

RESIDENTIAL OR
COMMERCIAL

343616112 East Glenn Valley
Athens • $175,000
MLS#1078358

26262 Apple Orchard Ln.
E. Limestone • $350,900
MLS#1071599

131 Lombard Street
Madison • $349,900
MLS#1080087

304 North Marion Street
Athens • $229,900
MLS#1078010

673 Rivermont Road
Florence • $110,000
MLS#1083933

Land and Lots
MLS#1061971
Meadows Rd.
East Limestone
8 Acres • $130,000

17064 Obsidian Circle
Athens • $299,900
MLS#1088705

301 Wellington Road
Athens • $268,900
MLS#1083279

MLS#1072001
14203 Mooresville Rd.
.57 Acres • $99,900

MLS#1071999
HWY 72
.5 Acres • $59,900

MLS#1069051
3733 Timberlake Court
$24,900

MLS#1064060
9051 Runway Street
.5 Acres • $29,900

MLS#1053216
Canebrake
Shinnecock Hills Drive
$130,000

MLS#1063625
Athens
Menefee Road
$16,500
MLS#1079537
Rogersville
1.5 Acres • $18,500

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
Page 22
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam

Corporate Broker • Limestone
256-777-3300

James Phillips

Associate Broker/Realtor®
256-771-3744

Christie Bennett

Realtor®/Auctioneer
256-337-0639

Guy Fry

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Associate Broker
256-777-1069

Linda Toone

Leonel White
Associate Broker
256-337-3165

Broker • Lauderdale
256-656-2370

Associate Broker, GRI
256-777-3988

Liz Wingard

Heather Green

Shewatha Yates Gusler

Glynda Walker

James L. Patterson Jr.

Jane Harrington

Kim Shindorf

Julie Osborn

Dale Carter

Anton Etenko

James Martinez

Missey DeGroﬀ

Chris Corum

Dusti Hafner

Susan Farmer

4703 Grantland Drive
Huntsville • $79,000
MLS#11085525

Managing Broker • Madison
256-325-0008

Realtor
256-508-8432
®

Hwy 207
Rogersville • $18,500
MLS#419776

Realtor®
256-431-7916

Realtor Madison
256-412-9516
®

Realtor®
256-874-1147

Realtor®
256-206-0581

Realtor Madison
623-523-1939
®

21641 Daveen Drive
W. Limestone • $150,000
MLS#420223

Realtor®
256-874-6034

Realtor®
256-898-4358

Realtor®
256-763-3123t

Realtor® Madison
256-652-1662

26262 Apple Orchard Lane
E. Limestone • $345,900
MLS#1071599

Realtor®
256-431-1474

5590 Bay Village Drive
Clements • $231,000
MLS#420456

Realtor®
256-874-6033

Realtor®
256-335-0611

3107 Fouche Drive
Huntsville • $99,500
MLS#1084067

991 Coﬀey Street
Moulton • $45,000
MLS#1092192

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley
PENDING

D
L
O
S
305 Coman Street
Athens • $85,000
MLS#1082666

16130 West Glenn Valley Dr.
Athens • $154,900
MLS#1090165

108 Grove Lane
Athens • $169,900
MLS#1085013

16121 East Glenn Valley
Athens • $169,900
MLS#1078358

25575 Gray Stone Drive
Madison • $219,900
MLS#1085559

209 Rolling Brook Drive
Rogersville • $190,306
MLS#1071966

14931 Hwy 72
Clements• $110,000
MLS#420268

Shinnecock Hills Drive
Canebrake • $128,500
MLS#1053216

PENDING

D
L
O
S
673 Rivermont Road
Florence • $98,000
MLS#1083933

24778 Windward Way
Athens • $331,500
MLS#1086584

PENDING

4200 County Road 91
Rogersville • $181,900
MLS#1078529

21779 Pinebrook Drive
Athens • $163,900
MLS#1087241

D
SOL
304 N. Marion Street
Athens • $229,900
MLS#1086860

1109 Trenton Drive
Decatur • $475,000
MLS#1069483

25405 Cedar Avenue
Elkmont • $127,900
MLS#1061140

17068 Leatherwood Dr.
Athens • $299,000
MLS#1081757

715 W. Washington St.
Athens • $150,000
MLS#1091996

3436 County Road 236
Town Creek • $199,900
MLS#1085491

12520 Zehner Road
Tanner • $269,500
MLS#1074228

156 Stoneway Trail
Madison • $529,900
MLS#1073030

409 Houston Street
Athens • $89,900
MLS#1082563

308 W. Colbert Street
Athens • $53,000
MLS#1092002

122 Edgebrook Drive
Madison • $226,900
MLS#1083412

305 Coman Street
Athens • $85,000
MLS#1082666

202 Willow Oak Drive
Muscle Shoals • $380,017
MLS#1089962

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
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