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H&R Agri-Power celebrating
six years in Limestone County

Photo by Danny Johnson
H&R Agri-Power at Tanner is celebrating its sixth year in business this month with plenty of deals on tractors, lawnmowers and
other farm, yard and garden equipment. Here, Luke Bumpus, who is in charge of inside sales for the store's Kubota products,
shows some of the Kubota tractors they have at the U.S. 31 South location just north of Calhoun Community College. H&R is
open six days a week and can be reached by calling 256-232-9115.

THE SONNY SIDE

by Sonny Turner

Saturdays in downtown Athens

I

was walking the sidewalks of
downtown Athens the other day
and got to thinking how things
have changed over the years.
I grew up on a cotton farm in
northern Limestone County, and
back then a farmer and his family
did not see town until Saturday.
That was the way it was for me
and my family.

It’s hard to forget those days,
especially on Saturdays when we
loaded up the old Bel-Air Chevy
and rode to town. Of course back
then my parents were afraid to
drive down town so we parked on
North Jefferson Street at about
where Pryor Street is now and
walked to the Courthouse
Square.
The stores that were popular
back then are gone now. Let’s
see, there was Ben Jaffe’s, Earl
King’s, Stanley King’s, Cato’s,
and many more we liked to visit
and shop. I loved to take some of
my cotton money back then from

time to time and buy new duds
such as a jeans and shirts for
courting.
And, back then, the downtown
area was crowded on Saturdays,
especially during the summer,
with shoppers. Shopping centers
were rare, making the downtown
stores attractive to county folks.
We loved to go shopping, then
drop by the drug stores - Gilbert
Drug and Limestone Drug - for a
Cherry Coke or cone of ice cream.
Then it was on to the Ritz Theater

for a Saturday movie. I can’t think
of the name of the little cafe that
used to sit just north of the Ritz,
but they had some of the best
hamburgers and chicken stew
you could ask for.
That all made for a full day on
Saturday in downtown Athens.
Those times were joyful and hard
to forget.
Picture provided by the
Limestone County Archives

T H E VA L L E Y

STAR

Publisher/Editor in Chief
Sonny Turner
sonny.visions@gmail.com
256-431-5498

Co-Publisher/Photography
Danny Johnson | tvsdrj@gmail.com
Copy Editor
Debra Johnson | tvsdrj@gmail.com
Owner
Chris Shindorf
Advertising staff:
Sonny Turner | 256-431-5498,
Danny Johnson | tvsdry@gmail.com
Kathy Thornton | 256-777-1425

1003 South Jefferson St.
Athens, Alabama 35611

Page 2

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

April 13, 2018

April 13, 2018

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

Page 3

The Valley Star | feature

Athens Relay for Life Bass Tournament
By Danny Johnson

of fishing.

A

Good bags of fish were weighed in with
21 pounds taking 1st place. The big fish
topped off the scales at 6 pounds and
some change. Both largemouth and
smallmouth made up many of the bags
weighed in. Wheeler Lake was about 2
feet below summer full pool level. Fish
were caught from shallow patterns to
more mid-depth locations. Crankbaits
and jigs are great choices to catch prespawn bass.

nglers turned out last weekend to
participate in the Relay for Life bass
event held out of Ingalls Harbor. The
cold and windy weather was a challenge
for the fishermen, but didn’t seem to hinder the fish bite. Fifty-nine boat teams
competed for the prize money of $4000
going to the first place team and a pair of
custom made fishing rods from Grassy
Rods and Tackle. Weather conditions can
be a challenge, but we have some of the
most dedicated anglers to the sport and
willing to battle the elements for their love

many others give their time and donations for this cause each year. Sponsors
like WOW Cable Company donated the
top money for the tournament. The Relay
for Life proceeds go to support the Amer-

ican Cancer Society and local cancer patients’ needs. Much thanks to Holly Hollman and Mayor Ronnie Marks and all the
folks that help make this event possible
each year.

The employees of the Athens utilities and

Wood and Love with a string of 14.14 pounds.

3rd place winners with 18.25 pounds,
Kaisle Lawson and Jonathan Nixon.

2nd place winners, Gary Thacker and
John David Wheeler hauled in 19.89 pounds.

Taking 1st place with 21.17 pounds,
Adam Mullins and Kenny Terry.

Goolsby and
Goolsby had a
catch of 15.84
pounds

1st place team , Kenny Terry and Adam Mullins,
was presented a $4000 check from WOW!
Director of Operations: Matt DeMuro
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Co-Op has all your garden needs… Pesticides, Fungicides, Fertilizer, Lime, Bulk Mulch, Rock,
Topsoil, Sand, Seeds, Plants & everything you need to complete your project!

15

%

off

All Focus pool Chemicals
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

0%
for 48 months
on Hustler Mowers

OPEN: Monday-Friday 7:30am-5:00pm • Saturday 7:30am-12

1910 Hwy 31 South
Athens, AL 35611

(256) 232-5500
April 13, 2018
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

Mary McCoy: Athens College’s salvation in an age of crisis

I

n 1904, Athens College was in
dire straits and ready to take
desperate measures to keep
the doors open at Alabama’s oldest institution of higher learning –
even if it meant hiring as president a woman barely out of her
20s.
The Methodist-run college had
just lost one president with the
resignation of Dr. E. M. Glenn,
and when the board offered the
job to their top pick, the Rev. J. T.
Morris, he turned them down.
Their difficulty didn’t have to do
with the quality of the school as
much as it did economics: The
Athens College president was personally responsible for the finances of the school, and if any
money was left over from the
school’s operations, then he or
she was paid. Most folks, particularly men with mouths to feed,
simply could not afford to support
both their families and the college out of their own pockets.
Enter Mary Norman Moore, a
North Alabama native, a single
woman, the secretary and bookkeeper for the Alabama Christian
Advocate in Nashville, and a protégé of “Madame” Jane Hamilton
Childs, the first female president
of Athens College for Women, as
it was known at the time. She
was perfect for the job, and
hopes were high for this energetic
30-year-old. The Huntsville Democrat of Sept. 30, 1904, editorialized: “With the proper local
encouragement and support,
President Miss Moore will place
old Athens Female College back
on the high plane that Madame
Childs once placed it. She will
make her mark in the educational
field.”
Those prophetic words proved to
be fulfilled in Moore, who served
two separate terms as president
of the College. Within just two
years, South Journal reported
that Athens College had had the
most successful year in its history. The college was bursting at
the seams with 112 boarding and
82 day students, and had had to
turn 50 more boarding students
away for the lack of accommodations. Moore had spent more
than $7,000 of the receipts of
the college on improvements, a
tidy sum at the turn of the century, and the Methodist conferPage 6

“Twelve years of work had exhausted me. I was expecting to
be married within two years, the
time estimate for full admission
of the college into the Southern
Association. Specialists of repute
had told me that this exhaustion,
manifested in retarded heart action, while not likely to produce
death, was threatening invalidism.”
So Moore resigned the presidency, leaving a legacy of growth
and achievement during a time
when Athens College had anticipated sure failure.

ence recommended that she be
given authority to go before
churches on a fund-raising mission for the college.

to the school during her 12-year
term – as well as physically. In
1916, Moore, by then engaged to
Bishop James H. McCoy, wrote:

Note: To learn more about Mary
McCoy, including details of her life
with Bishop McCoy and her second
term at Athens College from 1925 to
1930, come to the Athens City
Cemetery Walk, Sunday, April 22, 25 p.m. Athens State University
Archivist Dakota Cotton will portray
McCoy at the walk as one of dozens
of actors portraying former Athens
residents now buried in the cemetery. Admission is free, but donations are appreciated.

Moore had quite a knack for raising money for Athens College, as
shown when the college board
nixed her plans to build a music
hall. Moore resigned her post
over the disagreement, but when
the board relented and asked her
to stay, she went to Athens businessmen and raised $12,000 for
the music hall in one day.
Many of Moore’s accomplishments live on at Athens State University today. For example, Moore
is the reason cows no longer
graze on the campus. They did
until Moore worked with the City
of Athens to pass ordinances restricting grazing animals within
the city limits. Moore is also the
reason Founders Hall installed
electric lights, and she was the
president who oversaw construction of Brown Hall and McCandless Hall which still serve Athens
State University.
Moore’s greatest impact, however, was to raise the school’s
classification within the
Methodist board of education
from “unclassified” in 1908 to “AGrade Classification” in 1913.
Moore’s tireless devotion to
Athens College took its toll on her
financially – she donated more
than $60,000 of her own money
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27th Annual ASU Alumni Golf Classic

T

he 27th Annual Athens State
University Alumni Golf Classic
presented by Athens Creekside Drugs is scheduled for
Thursday, May 17 at Canebrake
Club in Athens. The tourney starts
with refreshments from Dunkin’
Donuts, lunch from Food Fine with
check-in at 10:30 a.m. and a
shotgun start at 11:30 a.m. Dinner
from Greenbrier and prizes will
flow the tournament in the
clubhouse.

Championship Flight, First Flight,
Longest Drive and Closest to the
Hole. Additional prizes include a
two night stay at Ross Bridge with
breakfast available at 5 chances
for $20, 10 chances for $35 or 25
chances for $50.

certificate, shared cart, lunch,
dinner, greens fees, course
refreshments, 2 mulligans, 1
power drive and hospitality gifts.
All proceeds from the Classic fund
scholarships with more than
$30,000 raised last year.
Scholarships were awarded to
fourteen Athens State students for
2017-2018 that volunteer at the
tournament and other events
throughout the year.

alumni@athens.edu, 256-233-8185,
or visit the event page at
www.athens.edu/alumni/golfclassic
for more information.

Individuals or businesses can
sponsor a half-hole starting at
$600 and/or a team for $800
which
includes
promotional
consideration on the course and
website. Each player will receive a Contact the Athens State Office of
Skill prizes will be awarded for the $50 Canebrake Pro Shop gift University
Advancement
at
We have made

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES
EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

YOU GET

Includes:
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one.
• Doing a safety check on your propane system.
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace.
• Giving you free tank rent until next year.

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS

• Discount on your first Propane purchase
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365

19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614
256-230-3600
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FERGUSON L.P. GAS

27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739
256-423-3320
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Good Friday Bass Tournament
By Danny Johnson
The 9th annual Good Friday Bass
Tournament was recently held at
First Creek, Joe Wheeler State
Park. This tournament is a
fundraiser for the West Limestone youth baseball and softball

associations.
This year there were 118 entries
with a payout to the top 15
places. A big ‘Thank you’ to the
sponsors who made this possible
for the West Limestone youth.

1st place with 19.67 lbs, father and son team:
Jacob Clifton and Jason Clifton

2nd place with 19.33 lbs.
David Kyle and Chris Stanford

R.J. McDowell with his Papa, Tim Bauer.

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES

3rd place with 17.44 lbs.
Rodney Springer and Tim Eaton
Page 8

256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com
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Alabama Student Angler Bass Tournament
By Debra Johnson

T

he Alabama Student Angler
Bass Fishing Association is
the state of Alabama’s OFFICIAL governing body of high school
bass fishing. They are the world’s
largest independent high school
fishing organization and put more
boats on the water than any other
high school event. Their goal is to
get young anglers in the state of Alabama on the water fishing, participating in conservation and
learning to love the outdoors.
It is the mission of the Alabama
Student Angler Bass Fishing Association to promote the sport of
bass fishing among Alabama’s
youth in a supportive, positive, and
educational environment in which

every student angler may develop
angling skills, a healthy sense of
competition, ethics, and an appreciation of Alabama’s natural resource in a team environment (per
ASABFA website)
The ASABFA recently held a tournament on Wheeler Lake out of Ingall’s Harbor in Decatur, AL. There
were 155 teams that participated
with a total weigh in of 313 pound.
100 % of the fish were successfully released back into the water.
Local teams participating were
Athens, East Limestone, West
Limestone, and Clements. The
winning team had 18.27 pounds
and were from Russellville. The
next tournament will be in April on
Lake Pickwick.

Logan Ruble and Cole Crocker, Athens Anglers

Ben Shinkunas and Grayson Shinkunas, Athens Anglers

Cameron Gooch and Cody Daniel, West Limestone Anglers

Sam Bennett and Shaw Sandy, Athens Anglers

Clay Hendrix and Jackson Gowan, West Limestone

April 13, 2018

Connor Ezzell and Matthew Wise, Athens Anglers
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SCHOOL BELLS

by Debra Johnson

Limestone County
Elementary Scholar’s Bowl

L

imestone County recently
held the elementary
Scholar’s Bowl competition.
The competition was held at
Sugar Creek Elementary on

March 13th, 2018.
The Limestone County Elementary Scholar’s Bowl is made up of
teams of 10 students in the 4th
and 5th grades from each of the

elementary schools in the county.
Schools involved were Blue
Springs, Elkmont, Tanner, Creekside, Cedar Hill, Johnson, Piney
Chapel, and Sugar Creek.

Each school competed with each
other in 7 rounds. Blue Springs
won all 7 rounds which rewarded
them in 1st place. 2nd place was
Elkmont.

Elkmont Scholars Bowl Team: Cade Hawkins, Landon Wales,
Addison Norwood, Jessa Usery, MacKayla Adams, Brooklyn
Ridgeway, Candi Holt (coach), Oakly Vinning, and Noah Holt

Blue Springs Scholars Bowl Team: Jamison Clark, Jason Harwell, Anna Page Hammons, Sophia Underwood, Ashton Dickey,
Dominic Sterling, Blythe Menefee, Luke Durham (Team Captain), Seth Rezach, and Whitney Altizer. Coaches: Stephanie
Gilbert and Tiffany Jones. BSE High Scorer was Jamison Clark.

Page 10

catfish
crappie
shad
crawfish
chatter bait
spoons
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largemouth
smallmouth
angler
spinnerbait
crank bait
sonar

livewell
jig
rod
reel
tackle
float
April 13, 2017

DEB’S

Delights

by Debra Johnson

Scalloped Potatoes ‘n’ Ham Casserole
from Taste of Home
Ingredients

3/4 teaspoon paprika

3/4 cup powdered
nondairy creamer

6 large potatoes,
peeled and thinly sliced

1-3/4 cups water

2 cups diced fully cooked ham

3 tablespoons butter

1 cup shredded
cheddar cheese

3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
2 tablespoons dried
minced onion
1 teaspoon salt

April 13, 2018

Directions

saucepan, heat butter over
medium heat. Stir in flour, onion,
salt and paprika until smooth;
gradually add creamer mixture.
Bring to a boil; cook and stir 1-2
minutes or until thickened.
2. In a greased 13x9-in. baking
dish, layer potatoes and ham;

pour sauce over top. Bake, covered, 15 minutes. Uncover; bake
40-50 minutes longer or until potatoes are tender. Sprinkle with
cheese; bake 5-10 minutes or
until edges are bubbly and
cheese is melted.
Yield: 6 servings.

1. Preheat oven to 350°. In a
small bowl, mix creamer and
water until smooth. In a small

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

Grandma called them Cyclones

W

hen the warm weather of
the spring arrived,
grandma would have a
family get together and remind us
the danger of spring cyclones.
Now days we call a thunderstorm
with rotation a tornado. Grandma
had been through a bad cyclone
back in the 20’s, which destroyed
their house and injured several
family members. Her goal was to
keep us on our toes and take
every storm serious. She would
say, “ I have seen first hand what
a cyclone can do blowing away
houses and barns and killing people in their sleep.”
We had a good storm cellar, and
the folks of the community were
always welcomed. A newspaper
that found its way to the holler
was about the only outside news
we received about cyclone damage in other parts of the country.
In 1936, a massive cyclone demolished Tupelo, Mississippi and
debris could be found scattered
across fields of Limestone
County. Granddad said, “ We
found mail and cancelled checks
with Tupelo, Mississippi address
on them.”

There was no warning of approaching bad weather like we experience today. When folks
worked outside everyday there
were signs in nature to pay attention to what alerted one to changing weather. The wind speed and
direction was one of the indicators. Grandma had a weather box
she got from a catalog store that
forecasted a weather change. It
was a primitive way to see a barometric change. This little device
would show when the pressure
was dropping, indicating bad
weather or rain. Another indicator
was that dogs and cats seemed
to want to spend more time in the
house. The cattle and mules
would also come from the grazing
pasture and stay close to the
barn.
As these taleteller signs started
to come together, Grandma
would be the first to notice. She
would say, “Y’all, I don’t like the
way the air feels. It’s heavy and
humid and hard to breathe. Go
down in the storm cellar and put
some coal oil in the lantern and
make sure there ain’t no snakes
Page 12

in there.” Snakes would go into
the cellar looking for mice.
Grandma also was the first to
hear far off thunder. She would
say, “ That’s some mighty heavy
thunder back in the Southwest. I
think it’s coming up a bad cloud,
and it’s time to go to the storm
cellar.” It didn’t matter what time
it was. Many times we went to
the cellar at 2am or 3am in the
morning if a cloud came up.
You could tell when the storm
was a bad one by the hail that fell
from it and if the lightning was almost non stop. We never lost our
house, but the barn was blown
away and some good timber was
flattened from an April stormy
night.
This storm came through about 7
pm and lasted past midnight, one
storm after another. The weather
turned off cold the next day and
frosts killed our garden plants.
The cabbage and onions were
about all that survived the few
cold days that followed.
We still have severe weather
today, but we are blessed with
many warning methods and
sometimes a day ahead by the
skilled meteorologists that watch
the weather daily. The main thing
is to have a plan and a safe place
to take shelter when the next big
storm moves through. North Ala-

bama has had its share of strong
tornadoes, but we as a people

are always there to help out
those in need.

Strickland

Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone
Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

25
YEARS
EXP

Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

A New Growth

S

pring is my favorite time of
year. After several months
of cold, I always love the
feel of warmer weather. I also
love watching the trees and
plants sprout their new growth.
There is something refreshing
about the color green and the life
it brings to our surroundings.

There is something about the
word “new” that is exciting. A new
car with that new car smell. A
new baby with the excitement
and joy. A new spouse and the
“honeymoon phase” of marriage.
Fresh, new flowers during spring
time look and smell great. New is
fun and exciting. However, the
“new” will eventually wear off.
New cars eventually get dings,
scratches, and stains from children. A new baby is fun, but late
nights and crying are guaranteed.
The “honeymoon phase” of marriage won’t last. And flowers will
eventually die and make way for
fall and winter again.
Yes, that’s a downer, but here’s
the great thing: there is a way to
keep that new feeling and excitement all the time. Only through
Jesus Christ. We are told that “if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new

creation; the old has gone, the
new has come” (2 Cor. 5:17).
When we have been buried in
baptism for the remission of our
sins (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6; Gal.
3:26-29), we are a new creation
in Jesus Christ. Our old self is
done away with. That means that
all of our past sins have been
taken away. We no longer have to
live in fear of the mistakes in our
past. We are new. It also means
that we have decided to change
who we are. We are no longer
going to make those same mistakes. We will no longer be with
the people who tempt us. We will
no longer speak a certain way, go
certain places, or treat people
harshly. We are new. The old
needs to be put away.
Unfortunately, the newness wears
off. A lot of people go back to
their old lifestyle. They find themselves making the same mistakes
they made before they were
made new in Christ. Don’t worry,
there’s a way to keep that “new”
feeling. Jesus says in John 15:2,
“He cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he
prunes so that it will be even

Kevin Harrington
more fruitful.” The people in
Christ that are no longer living in
Christ are cut off. But those people who are living the lifestyle and
trying to follow God’s will just
need to be pruned. Sometimes
we need a reminder to fix certain
things in our lives.

who is trying their best to live for
Christ, but maybe you feel like the
newness has worn off. Get back
to church, open God’s word and
let him prune you and shape you
into who He wants you to be. Put
away the old lifestyle and become
new once again.

I’m sure you’re a good person

MarionStreet

church of Christ

Fishing Word Search Answers

124 N. Marion Street
256-232-1786
Website: www.marionstreet.org
SERVICES
Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.
Worship 9:30 a.m.
Bible Classes 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday - Spring Mini Series on
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm featuring
different speakers each Wednesday
night.

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington
April 13, 2018
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by Flo Doughty

Lemonade Express

A

ll Aboard for the “Lemonade
Express!” Join local high
school students who are
members of the The Greater
Limestone County Chamber of
Commerce Youth Leadership Program at the Keep Athens-Limestone Beautiful office near the
Athens Big Spring Memorial Park
(Duck Pond) for refreshing lemonade and fun! The group is raising
money for the KALB organization.
Little engineers can “Express”
themselves by coloring and personalizing their own cup, color a
picture, and get a free balloon
while supplies last at the “Lemonade Express” booth.
More activities are expected to
“jump on board,” for the event
which will be May 5 from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. The “Lemonade Express” group is one of five that
will be competing to raise the
most money for their chosen local
non-profit organization. The high
schoolers of “Lemonade Express”, who are all from different
schools, chose the KALB organi-

money for an organization that
has such a wide-spread impact
on our community,” said Lucas
Hooker, CEO of “Lemonade Express.”
To learn more about KALB, go to
www.kalbcares.com, or to learn
about the leadership programs
hosted by the Greater Limestone
County Chamber of Commerce,
visit www.tourathens.com.

zation because of the work it
does to keep the grounds of the
community clean, but also because of the recycling services it
offers, said Hannah Grace
Williams, Marketing Director for
“Lemonade Express.”
Controlling litter is part of the organizations main mission as an
affiliate of the Keep American
Beautiful organization. According
to the KAB, the consequences of

litter can impact the local economy by deterring businesses from
locating in the town, lowering
home values, also hitting tourism
revenues, and raising expenses
for repairing vehicles from damage by road debris. Litter can be
carried by storm drains into local
waterways and cause contamination and drainage issues.
“The “Lemonade Express” is excited for this opportunity to raise

1806 Wilkinson Street
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

COUNTRY TRADITIONS
Antiques | Primitives

It’s time for a giveaway!!

For the month of April every purchase gives you
FREE tickets for our drawing. This ARNETT’S
Santa is the prize. For every $25 you spend, you
get a ticket! Drawing will be Monday evening
April 30! 2nd prize with be a $50 gift certificate for
your choice in the store. I hope to see ya’ll here at
the store sometime this month!
Call in order count!
We Ship!

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any
excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.

Owner - Donna Thomas
Alabamacountrytraditions.com• dtantqcountry@aol.com
26636 Main Street • Ardmore, AL 35739
256-423-4353
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Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Apr 14, 2018 — Free Veterans’
Breakfast at the American Veterans
Post 21 (22769 Black Road in
Athens) for a pancake or egg breakfast with the trimmings from 7:00AM10:00AM. Non-Veterans $6.00. All
are welcome. For more information:
256-444-2793
or
www.AmVetsAL21.com

Apr 13, 2018 — Art After Hours with
High Cotton Arts (103 West Washington Street in Athens) starting at
5:00PM with music by 72 West, free
snacks and crafts for the kids. For
Apr 14, 2018, Apr 21, 2018 —
more information FB Event Page
Athens Historic Saturday Walks at
Apr 13, 2018, Apr 20, 2018 — the Athens-Limestone Visitors Center
AmVets Burger Time Join American (100 North Beaty Street in Athens)
Veterans Post 21 (22769 Black Road with sign-in at 9:45AM and walks dein Athens) for a juicy burger, fries and parting at 10:00AM with local guides
drink from 5:00PM-8:00PM for $5.00. sharing tales of history and lore.
Extend your evening with Karaoke Free.
Night fun for $5.00 admission and over
Apr 14, 2018, Apr 21, 2018 — Elk30,000 songs to perform. For more inmont Historic Saturday Walks startformation:
256-444-2793
or
ing at 10:00AM with local guides
www.AmVetsAL21.com
sharing tales of history and lore from
Apr 13 & 14, 2018 — 13th Annual the Elkmont Depot (Railroad Street in
Red Carpet Affair Beautywalk at Elk- downtown Elkmont). Free.
mont High School (Evans Drive in ElkApr 14, 2018 — Spring Fling Car &
mont). Kindergarten - 12th grade
Bike Show at Redstone Harley-Davidresidency restriction apply; babies
son (15100 AL-20 in Greenbrier or Ithrough preschool division open - no
565 Exit 3) from 12:00PM-4:00PM
residency restriction.

with R Fathers Mad. Bring the entire
family for a relaxing spring day. The
favorite video game truck, inflatables, food trucks, and of course cool
cars, bikes, and trucks will also keep
you entertained.
Apr 14, 2018 — 3rd Annual Athens
PD Motorcycle Ride with Behind the
Badge-APD from 10:00AM-2:00PM
starting at the Athens Police Department (951 East Hobbs Street in
Athens) and finishing at Joe Wheeler
State Park (4403 McLean Drive in
Rogersville). $30.00 for each motorcycle includes meals for each rider
and one passengers.
Apr 14, 2018, Apr 21, 2018 — Portraits of the Beginning & Mooresville
Historic Saturday Walks at the Brick
Church (Lauderdale Street) starting
at 10:00AM with a brief 20-30 lecture followed by a 1-hour local guides
sharing tales of history and lore.
Free, space limited, registration required . For more information and reserve your spot: MooresvilleAL.com

Apr 17, 2018 — City of Athens Relay
for Life Celebrity Waiters Night at Applebee’s (1331 U.S. Highway 72 in
Athens) from 5:00PM-8:00PM featuring local celebs: Mayor Ronnie
Marks, East Limestone Band Director
“Miss Sam”, Athens High Football
Coach Cody Gross, Athens Police Officer Michael Stainbrook and Athens
Firefighter Lee Marker collecting tips
to see who will be crowned the 2018
champ. If you cannot come out to
eat that night, you can make a donation under your favorite celebrity
waiter’s name. Email Holly Hollman
at hhollman@athensal.us
Apr 21, 2018 — Butterfly Suncatcher
Stained Glass Class with Denise
Maurer at High Cotton Arts (103
West Washington Street in Athens)
from 12:00PM-4:00PM. Ages 12 and
up, limit 5 people. Cost: $30; $20 deposit required at reservation. nenermaurer@bellsouth.net
or
text
256-334-0517

The

Floor Gallery
25065 US HWY 72
Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65
in big tan building

256-216-9055
For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

April 13, 2018
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HORSE SENSE

by Jim Swanner

What’s my horse telling me?
1 Corinthians 14; 10-11

may be subtle and it may be
brief, especially if the horse isn’t
sure it needs to be submissive to
this party, horse or human. The
lowering of the head could be
much exaggerated, so
exaggerated that their nose is on
the ground. I jokingly sometimes
tell people, you may get to where
you have to pick the horses head
up to put the halter on it.

10. There are, it may be, so
many kinds of languages in the
world, and none of them is
without significance.
11. Therefore, if I do not know
the meaning of the language, I
shall be a foreigner to him who
speaks and he who speaks will
be a foreigner to me.
Read it again. Now
read verse 11
again, out loud.

The body language of the horse is
a huge subject. It’s too much for
one article. I touched on only a
fraction of it here.

What it’s saying?
It’s saying, if you
are to
Jim Swanner
communicate with
someone you need to know and
understand their language. The
same can be said when it comes
to handling and being with
horses. As verse 10 says, there
are so many kinds of languages
in the world and none of them is
without significance.
The words many kinds in verse
10, to me, are referring to ALL
species, because all species have
a language. It doesn’t necessarily
have to be a verbally spoken
language, as we might think. It
can also be a silent language.
None of them are without
significance; and since we are
speaking of horses, even theirs.
All are important.

I

f you are going to be around
horses, if you are going to be
handling horses and if you are
going to be riding horses, I would
strongly suggest you learn how to
read a horse’s body language. That
would be the natural thing to do.
Can you read your horse and
answer the questions it’s asking?
It will ask us questions and we
need to recognize them.
The body language of the horse is
not learned in the herd, it is
instinctive behavior. The behavior
of the horse is determined by a
genetic code, but it can be shaped
within the limits of the horses’
genetics by environ-mental factors.
Three of these environmental
factor are; the mother, the
surroundings/ environment (where
they live) and us.
The signals that horses use to
determine the hierarchy within
the herd are a natural behavior.
This is very important concept for
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To learn more about you and your
horse, contact me to begin your
learning the language. “Enjoying
Horses through Communication”
Listen in to All About Horses radio
each Monday morning at 9:30 cst
on WKAC 1080 AM,
wkac1080.com or watch
us on Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/jims
wannermedia/
us to remember. This enables us
to pretty quickly communicate
with and dominate our horses,
providing we have learned the
horse’s language. {Body
Language}

Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611
www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through
Communication
256.874.6781
Host ‘All About Horses’
radio WKAC 1080 AM
(Streaming at
www.WKAC1080.com)
Member: Board of Director
Alabama Horse Council
Owner KIN Stables Horse Boarding Facility
Natural Horsemanship Sessions
Available one-on-one
Available for Clinics
Speaker, Clinician
Writer for: The Valley Star;
The Star Sportsman newspapers
Tennessee Valley Agriculture Magazine; Horse and Ranch Magazine
Personal page:
www.facebook.com/jim.swanner.9
Professional Page:
www.facebook.com/JimSwanner
www.facebook.com/jimswannermedia
www.facebook.com/jimswanner.kinstables

Spring Gobbler

The head position and the mouth
expression of the horse will tell
you if the horse is accepting or
rejecting the dominance of
another, horse or human.
A horse that is being submissive
and accepting the leadership or
dominance of another, horse or
human, will sometimes lower its
head, in the same manner we do
when we bow our heads to pray.
It’s a submissive gesture. The
horse will sometimes simulate
eating or drinking. The horse will
sometimes display a licking and
chewing. This is where I tell my
students the horse is digesting the
process of what just happened.
He is thinking about it. I tell them
this so they will take the time with
their horse that the horse needs.
If you will wait on the licking and
chewing you will have better faster
success with you horse.
The horse will do these same
submissive body movements
whether it is horse or human. It
will lower its head and lick and
chew. The lowering of the head

Tanner resident Ed Jones killed this big gobbler
April 8th while hunting near the
Coon Dog Cemetery in Franklin County.
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.
Jefferson Street at Green Street
Athens, AL 35611
256-232-1130
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:
• Personal Injury

• Family Law

- Automobile Accidents
- Workman’s Compensation
- 18-Wheeler Accidents
- Products Liability

- Divorce
- Guardianship
- Custody
- Wills and Probate

• Social Security Disability
• General Law
- Litigation
- Corporate and LLC Formations
- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance
- Landlord — Tenant Matters
- Real Property Issues

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

James M. Corder
jcorder@acpbs.com

Mitch Shelly
mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen
zburgreen@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

April 13, 2018
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Meet Missey DeGroff

I

have lived in North Alabama all
my life. I grew up in Grant, AL
and currently live in East Limestone since 1988. Growing up, I
was always involved with extra-curricular activities through school
and church. I graduated high
school from Kate Duncan Smith
DAR High School and graduated Athens State University with
a BS Degree in Accounting. My
current hobbies include spending
time with my family, reading, canning vegetables and fruits, working
in my flower beds, traveling to the
beach, and volunteering with various charitable organizations.
I have been in Real Estate for
some time now. Prior to becoming
a Realtor, my longstanding background has been in Accounting/Finance Management as a
Controller/Accountant/Financial
Analyst working in Government
Contracting for many contractors
including Boeing, Raytheon, and
Intergraph located in Huntsville,
AL. I have several clients and have
been able to assist them with navigating the challenges of buying
and selling their most valuable assets-their home! I truly love Ala-
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work very hard for you to obtain
your goals and dreams. I am a
customer driven Realtor dedicated
to achieving results and providing
exceptional service. I love my job!
I love my clients! I love Real Estate!

bama and pride myself on my
knowledge of current transactions,
school districts, neighborhood information, and related services, including mortgage, insurance and
inspection information.

Tips for Buyers:
First thing a buyer should do before searching and looking for their
new home is to talk with a lender
or bank and get preapproved for a
loan. Several documents are required to get preapproval; proof of
income (W-2 forms, check stubs),
bank statements, credit check,
etc. Talk to your lender or bank for
more information.
What to expect when buying your
new home after an offer is submitted and accepted:
• Expect to pay a down payment
on your new loan/mortgage.
There are so many different programs out there that lenders and
banks offer. Speak with a local
lender or bank for more details.
You may qualify for 100% financing!

Whether you or a friend or
coworker or colleague that needs
help in selling or buying or just
wants information to stay current
on the market, it would be my
honor and privilege to assist anyone as their one-stop real estate • Expect to pay for a Home Inspecresource. I am very honest, trust- tion-approximately $400
worthy, and down to earth and will
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Submit a Request for Repairs after
Home Inspection
• Expect to pay for an Appraisal as
the lenders and banks will only finance what your new home will appraise for-approximately $500
• Expect to pay for a Termite Inspection-approximately $150
A Final Walk Through of your new
home will occur with you and your
Realtor to ensure that your request
for repairs have been completed
as agreed. Expect this to occur before closing date.
Closing of your new home purchase will occur at an Attorney’s
office. The attorneys handle all
the paperwork including title
search to make sure property is
free and clear of liens, debt owed
etc. You don’t want to purchase
your home with a lien or debt attached to it when you move in.
The attorneys and their staff do so
much more to ensure a smooth
closing transaction. Keys to your
new home are passed at closing
and possession is given to you at
this time! You are ready to move
in and start enjoying your new
home!!!!
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Dekko grant gives Athens students opportunity
to support artists at East Limestone

T

he Dekko Foundation is funding an
Athens Arts League project that will challenge Athens students to support artists
at East Limestone High School.
The Art Dekko grant for $2,900 will fund
hands-on art education by providing art supplies for the art survey class at East Limestone,
and a reception for the art students. Athens
Arts League started offering art classes at East
a year ago.
“We can see that you are working hard to offer
young people great opportunities through the
arts,” the Dekko Foundation’s approval letter
stated.
During the 2018-19 school year, volunteers
from Athens Arts League and its incubator High
Cotton Arts will provide art instruction twice a
month to approximately 35 East Limestone students per semester. The students will create

projects with drawing, acrylic paints and mixed
media while learning about the cubist style,
folk art and other art forms.
Athens Arts League will exhibit a variety of their
work in the student studio at High Cotton Arts.
In the spring of 2019, the Athens Mayor’s
Youth Commission, comprised of high school
students from Athens High School, Athens
Bible School, Lindsay Lane Christian Academy
and home school students, will oversee planning and hosting a public reception for the East
Limestone art students.
“Kids need a way to express themselves,” she
said. “Art is a way for them to put on paper the
thoughts and emotions they do not know how
to express with words. The Athens Arts League
program gives these kids a chance to get instruction that will spark an interest for the rest
of their lives. If it weren’t for programs like this,
my students would not get that chance.”

“This project funded by Art Dekko highlights
each aspect of our mission,” said Athens Arts
League board member Holly Hollman. “We are
supporting student artists by providing supplies, instruction and exhibit space. We are providing art education by bringing artists into the
classroom to help students create art and
learn about different art forms. We are bringing
a cultural event to the community by working
with the Athens Mayor’s Youth Commission to
host a public reception for these artists.”
Zachary
McLemore
working on an art
project at East
Limestone as
part of this year’s
program.

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

14931 Hwy 72
Clements• $110,000
MLS#420268

14149 Lucas Ferry Road
Athens • $84,900
MLS#1079408

137 Lombard Street
Madison • $359,900
MLS#1080091

135 Lombard Street
Madison • $279,900
MLS#1080089

311 Happy Hollow Road
Florence • $342,000
MLS#1065240

RESIDENTIAL OR
COMMERCIAL

343616112 East Glenn Valley
Athens • $175,000
MLS#1078358

26262 Apple Orchard Ln.
E. Limestone • $350,900
MLS#1071599

131 Lombard Street
Madison • $349,900
MLS#1080087

304 North Marion Street
Athens • $229,900
MLS#1078010

673 Rivermont Road
Florence • $110,000
MLS#1083933

Land and Lots
MLS#1061971
Meadows Rd.
East Limestone
8 Acres • $130,000

17064 Obsidian Circle
Athens • $299,900
MLS#1088705

301 Wellington Road
Athens • $268,900
MLS#1083279

MLS#1072001
14203 Mooresville Rd.
.57 Acres • $99,900

MLS#1071999
HWY 72
.5 Acres • $59,900

MLS#1069051
3733 Timberlake Court
$24,900

MLS#1064060
9051 Runway Street
.5 Acres • $29,900

MLS#1053216
Canebrake
Shinnecock Hills Drive
$130,000

MLS#1063625
Athens
Menefee Road
$16,500
MLS#1079537
Rogersville
1.5 Acres • $18,500

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
April 13, 2018
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam

Corporate Broker • Limestone
256-777-3300

James Phillips

Associate Broker/Realtor®
256-771-3744

Christie Bennett

Realtor®/Auctioneer
256-337-0639

Guy Fry

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Associate Broker
256-777-1069

Linda Toone

Leonel White
Associate Broker
256-337-3165

Broker • Lauderdale
256-656-2370

Associate Broker, GRI
256-777-3988

Liz Wingard

Heather Green

Shewatha Yates Gusler

Glynda Walker

James L. Patterson Jr.

Jane Harrington

Kim Shindorf

Julie Osborn

Dale Carter

Anton Etenko

James Martinez

Managing Broker • Madison
256-325-0008

Missey DeGroﬀ
Realtor®
256-508-8432

Hwy 207
Rogersville • $18,500
MLS#419776

Realtor®
256-431-7916

Chris Corum

Realtor® Madison
256-412-9516

Realtor®
256-874-1147

Realtor®
256-206-0581

Dusti Hafner
Realtor® Madison
623-523-1939

21641 Daveen Drive
W. Limestone • $150,000
MLS#420223

Realtor®
256-874-6034

Realtor®
256-898-4358

Realtor®
256-431-1474

Realtor®
256-763-3123t

5590 Bay Village Drive
Clements • $231,000
MLS#420456

3107 Fouche Drive
Huntsville • $99,500
MLS#1084067

Realtor®
256-874-6033

Realtor®
256-335-0611

4703 Grantland Drive
Huntsville • $84,900
MLS#11085525

26262 Apple Orchard Lane
E. Limestone • $345,900
MLS#1071599

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
Page 22
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

305 Coman Street
Athens • $98,000
MLS#1082666

16130 West Glenn Valley Dr.
Athens • $154,900
MLS#1090165

673 Rivermont Road
Florence • $110,000
MLS#1083933

4200 County Road 91
Rogersville • $181,900
MLS#1078529

304 N. Marion Street
Athens • $229,900
MLS#1086860

1109 Trenton Drive
Decatur • $489,000
MLS#1069483

24778 Windward Way
Athens • $331,500
MLS#1086584

108 Grove Lane
Athens • $169,900
MLS#1085013

16121 East Glenn Valley
Athens • $169,900
MLS#1078358

21779 Pinebrook Drive
Athens • $163,900
MLS#1087241

25575 Gray Stone Drive
Madison • $219,900
MLS#1085559

209 Rolling Brook Drive
Rogersville • $190,306
MLS#1071966

12520 Zehner Road
Tanner • $269,500
MLS#1074228

14931 Hwy 72
Clements• $110,000
MLS#420268

Shinnecock Hills Drive
Canebrake • $130,000
MLS#1053216

25405 Cedar Avenue
Elkmont • $127,900
MLS#1061140

17068 Leatherwood Dr.
Athens • $299,000
MLS#1081757

156 Stoneway Trail
Madison • $529,900
MLS#1073030

108 Grove Lane
Athens • $175,000
MLS#1085013

3436 County Road 236
Town Creek • $199,900
MLS#1085491

409 Houston Street
Athens • $89,900
MLS#1082563

12520 Zehner Road
Clements • $269,500
MLS#1074228

4703 Grantland Drive
Huntsville • $84,900
MLS#1085525

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
April 13, 2018
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