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H&R Agri-Power entering sixth year
From tractors to lawnmowers, they have it all
By Sonny Turner
pring is just a couple of
weeks away and if you are
looking for a deal on “big
boy” lawnmowers H&R AgriPower at Tanner is the place to
shop.

S

According to Van Barksdale, the
store manager, they have zero
percent financing up to 48
months with payments as low as
$69 per month on eXmark
lawnmowers. Plus, they have
plenty of Kubotas, and other
machinery from tractors to
chainsaws.
H&R opened its doors in April,
2012 when they opened at 7809
Highway 31 South just north of
Calhoun Community College,
Limestone County landed a
major agricultural company that
not only serves area farmers, but
local gardeners, and the average
citizen
using
chainsaws,
lawnmowers, coolers and farm
toys, to mention a few.
In Limestone County, H&R AgriPower resulted from the consolidation of three small stores Athens Farm & Turf, Wright’s
Kabota,
and
McCutcheon
Tractor. The store owners, Van
Barksdale at Farm & Turf, Phillip
Wright at Wright’s Kubota, and
James McCutcheon at McCutcheon Tractor, all closed their
stores and went to work for
continued on page 5

Photo by Danny Johnson
Showing off one of their big eXmark lawnmowers at H&R Agri-Power, from left, are: Mark Nave,
Van Barksdale, and Ethan Elliott. Barksdale, Nave, Luke Bumpus, and Daniel Bates are involved
in outdoor power equipment sales at the Tanner store.
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by Sonny Turner

Jury duty called: But it was far away

I

replied.

’ve always wanted to serve on
jury duty, especially a high-profile
case. But being in the newspaper
business prevented most of that
from happening. They say a
newspaper reporter can’t serve
without prejudice.
Because of that, I’ve never had the
opportunity to serve locally. I was
told years ago that “strike” was put
beside my name when it came to
jury duty.
Well, that was until 1996 when out
of the wild blue yonder one day
came a summons through the mail
for federal jury duty in Birmingham,
Al. I was directed to report that
Monday morning at 8 a.m. at the
federal courthouse downtown. I
had only a few days to prepare and
the long drive from Athens wasn’t
something I was looking forward to
that early in the day.
“Let’s see,” I thought, “I might be
able to get out of this one because
of my job. After all, they don’t want
reporters on the jury here locally.”
So, a quick call to the judge’s

LIFE AT

I reported to the judge’s office and
asked, “I’m here for jury duty.” The
lady said, “Oh, you mean they
didn’t call you last night to tell you
the judge ruled on that case
already?”
secretary got me off the hook. But
she said, “we will be getting back
with you again some time in the
near future.” And, she did just that,
three months down the road in the
middle of summer when my family
had a week’s vacation planned for
the beach. It was no getting out of
jury duty this time and of course
the vacation I had planned was
over. They went to the beach
without me.
That bright and early Monday
morning I arrived for jury duty at
the federal courthouse. A two-hour
drive after a 3 a.m. wake-up call.
There must have been 100 or so
people to report that morning from
all over northern Alabama. It was
an all day process of selecting
jurors from a number of civil cases
set for trial.

And, believe it or not, I was one of
the last dozen chosen to sit in on
this one particular case involving
an insurance fraud lawsuit. We
were instructed by the judge to
come back (tomorrow) to begin
hearing testimony.
We did just that, all day long. Then
we were sent home with
instructions to report back at 9
a.m. for a third day of court. The
alarm went off that next morning at
3 a.m. and I was back on the road
a little later for Birmingham. But
when I arrived at the courthouse
there was no one there. A
custodian told me the jury had
been dismissed.
“But they didn’t tell me anything
about it,” I said. “You will have to
see the judge about that,” he

“No, they did not,” I replied. “I did
not get a call and I’ve driven all the
way from Athens to get here on
time.”
Well, to make a long story shorter, I
found out that they did, indeed, call
my house the night before. But the
call came during a heavy
thunderstorm in Athens at the time
and lightning had knocked out
phone service to my home thereby
no message was able to be
recorded on my phone recorder.
What a waste, I thought. All this for
nothing.
But they did pay me for my travel
that morning although I did not get
any pay for jury duty on that third
day. Now, I’ve had my feel for jury
duty, especially on the federal
level.
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Teenager operated art contest asks students
to see education as their passport

A

thens Intermediate School
student Ella Marlowe sees
education as a plane, taking
her anywhere she wants to go.
Athens High School student Emily
Strain has a similar vision, where
education gives her the tools
needed to travel the world.
Both students placed first in their
age category in the Athens Mayor’s
Youth Commission Art Corner Contest. The current theme is “Education Is My Passport.” Youth
Commissioners asked students to
explore how education impacts

on display in the City Hall Art Corner.

own passport book that demonstrates how education has influ“One of the first areas of City Hall enced her life.
I see when I walk in each morning “Teachers have had an impact on
is our Art Corner,” Athens Mayor me by pushing me to do better…
Ronnie Marks said. “When I see never giving up on me,” she wrote.
the art pieces, I see the students’ She left some blank pages in her
imaginations brought to life. That’s book to represent, “What I have in
a wonderful morning greeting.”
store.”
The Youth Commissioners use
Dekko Foundation money to award
$15 to the first place winners in
the two age group categories.

The artwork shows that young students have dreams about what
their lives will be after graduation.
Hannah Turner, an Athens Inter“I’m glad our Youth Commission- mediate School student, drew a
ers have to choose the winners so picture of a plane named Education Airlines. She depicted herself
parachuting from the plane into
Harvard Law.
The public is welcome to view the
Art Corner in the City Hall foyer on
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Some of the art
pieces submitted also are on display at High Cotton Arts in the
Athens Rotary Student Studio.
High Cotton Arts is located at 103
W. Washington Street and is open
to the public Wednesday through
Saturday.

Art Corner

Strickland

Dirt Works, LLC

First place winner Emily Strain.

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone
Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

25
YEARS
EXP

First place winner Ella Marlowe.
their lives, such as planning for a I don’t have to. That’s a tough job,”
career, learning new skills, em- Marks said.
bracing new opportunities and
Among the submissions for this
building self-confidence.
theme were watercolor entries,
The Youth Commission chooses sketches, drawings and books.
themes and votes on first place Mary Kate Green, a student at
winners and which pieces will be Athens Middle School, created her
Page 4
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H&R Agri-Power continued from page 1

Wayne Hunt, owner of H&R AgriPower based in Hopkinsville, Ky.
Thus, the Limestone County H&R
Agri-Power, one of 12 locations
now located in Illinois, Kentucky,
Tennessee,
Alabama
and
Mississippi, was born. The Tanner
location is four miles south of
Tanner Crossroads and now
employs approximately 25 people.
“I’m proud to say we’ve had a
profitable year every year we’ve
been here,” Barksdale said,
“We’ve touched almost every farm
around here with the sale of our
combines,
tractors,
and
equipment, and leasing program.
We’ve got a world of knowledge
from people who work here.”
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Barksdale,
Wright
and
McCutcheon came to H&R with a
combined 28 years experience in
sales and management.
Serving local farmers
for 50 years
For over 50 years, H&R Agri-Power
has been faithfully serving the
equipment, service and parts
needs of local farmers. Now, with
the combined resources of those
12 stores in the southeast,
company officials said they are
proud to be able to give more
farmers the power to do more. In
Tanner, they have an experienced
parts and service department.
H&R sells, services and supports
a full line of new Case IH equip-

ment. They utilize over $6 million
in parts inventory; employ more
than 50 manufacturer-trained
service technicians; and maintain
a fleet of service trucks to meet
the needs of farmers and others
24/7. H&R Agri-Power is also your
best source for used combines,
used tractors and a wide variety of
other used farm equipment.
Besides the Case IH, H&R has
Kubotas, eXmark, Stihl, Kinze
(blue planter), the Yeti, and all
sorts of farm toys.
“We sell a lot of Stihl products, but
our combines and tractors are our
best big ticket items,” he said. “Of
course, we sell a bunch of
lawnmowers. We sell a lot of items

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

to people in Athens, Decatur, and
Moulton areas. We do a lot of after
markets products for other
brands.”

H&R Agri-Power
7809 Us Highway 31 South
Tanner, Al.
Phone: (256) 232-9115
Fax: (256) 232-7577
www.hragripower.com

Hours of Operation
Monday: 7 AM - 5 PM
Tuesday: 7 AM - 5 PM
Wednesday: 7 AM - 5 PM
Thursday: 7 AM - 5 PM
Friday: 7 AM - 5 PM
Saturday: 7 AM - 12 PM
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W

elcome to Toodlebugs,
your local baby and children’s gift shop located
just across the railroad track in
downtown Athens, AL. Toodlebugs has recently re-located to
107 East Market Street. If you are
looking for a gift or just shopping
for your own child, this is a shop
that has it all.

They have free gift wrapping and
a lay away-plan.

They also have Baby Registry and
Birthday Registry available. Another incentive for shopping at
Toodlebugs is the new Customer
Loyalty Card. After 5 purchases of
$25 or more, you will receive one
regular priced item at 50% off retail. So get your card stamped
Toodlebugs was awarded the with your purchases.
2017 Readers Choice Award for Owners of Toodlbugs are Melissa
best children’s clothing from the and Gary Anderson of Athens.
News Courier. Not only do they The origin of the store began with
carry clothing for Preemies the purchase of a gift shop in Ardthrough size 4T for both boys and more in 2010. After a few years,
girls, they have toys, bath toys, they relocated the store to Athens
books, stuffed animals, musical and later converted the gift shop
animals, frames, Noodle and Boo to a baby and children’s gift shop.
bath wash and lotions, burp They needed a new name, so their
cloths, bibs, blankets, and some small son, Will, told them to name
decor. They also have shoes for the store
boys and girls with sizes ranging
Toodlebugs because that is what
from NB to size 11 and little girls’
they called him. And so, the new
necklaces and bracelets, hair
name was decided.
bows, and beautiful Christening
Melissa works full time in Decatur
outfits for infant girls and boys.
at Alabama Dept. of Labor as an
There is a nice collection of OXO
Employment Security Supervisor
Tot on-the-go baby products and
and Gary works at Steelcase in
supplies for taking your tot out or
Athens and is a minister at Minor
for travel conveniences. They also
Hill Church of Christ. They have
carry the Melissa and Doug line of
two children, Will and Breleigh.
toys along with a wide variety of
other toy selections. Whether you I enjoy shopping in Athens beare looking for beautiful heirloom cause I want to support our comstyles, smocked clothes or trendy munity. Melissa and Gary also
styles, Toodlebugs has quite a va- give back to the community by
riety of brand names to choose participating in Community Projfrom including: LaJenns, Mom & ects through the store such as
Me, Three Sisters, Angel Dear, Mil- ‘Drop off for Hearts for the Homelie Jay, Banana Split, Serendipity, less’ where they have people
Mud Pie, Sarah Louise, Remem- drop off items at the store and
ber Nguyan, Lamour, Angel, Kapi- also give items from the store to
tal K, Itzy Ritzy, Hush Hat, Ganz, people in need. They raised
Feltman Brothers, and Petit Ami.

money through a Book Drive for Keep up with all that is going on
Schools and donated the money at Toodlebugs and their latest
to the school library.
fashions on their facebook page.
They have sponsored a Beauty
Pageant to raise money for childhood cancer, and have donated
items to missionary efforts in
Africa.

Come and shop at Toodlebugs
new location. They are open
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and
Friday from 10 am to 5 pm and
Wednesday 10 am to 3 pm . Beginning March 17th, new Saturday
hours will be from 10 am to 5 pm.

With Easter right around the corner, you might want to check out
the selection of baby and children’s clothing at Toodlebugs.
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Let’s talk about vacations
By Paula Phillips
Spring is right around the corner
and our minds are all beginning to
think about vacation. And, while we
still have to get through this year’s
winter monsoon season, those
thoughts also turn to “where to go”
and “how do I get the most vacation for my dollar?.” I am here to
help.
Cruising is probably one of the most
economical ways to travel. Your
cruise price will include your cabin,
all the food (and ice cream) you
want, entertainment, and onboard
activities that just might include a
water park/water slide area and/or
a putt putt golf. You don’t HAVE to
go on the extra excursions at the
ports in which you dock, but many
times families like those “swim with
the dolphins” activities, so I would
advise to at least pick one excursion for the family. But, as I said before, you don’t have to do those,
and you will still have a great time.

get up to four people in many
rooms, which is good for families
with small children. (I really don’t
recommend four adults in one
room – too cramped.)
Now, if you want your own balcony
(and who doesn’t) and have extra
money (I don’t), you can get a suite.
However, with a suite costing more
than double what an interior cabin
costs, you will have to weigh your
preferences and inspect your
budget to see if your own private
balcony is really worth that much.

A few pointers for first time cruisers:
Make sure you take a NON-SURGE
power strip. As you will only have
one plug outlet in your room, you
will need those extra plug-ins for
curling irons, phone chargers, etc.
If you do as I did the first time and
take a SURGE protector strip, it will
get confiscated before you get on
the ship. Surge protector strips, according to cruise lines, are a fire
Granted, you must plan ahead and hazard to the ship and cannot be
pick the time that is right for you brought on board.
and your budget. You can plan this Learn how to pack. Yeah, we all say
year for next year’s cruise and pay we know how to pack a suitcase.
a little each month. That way the Well, this is different. I don’t like a
budget bite is not all at once. And lot of luggage, so I try to get all my
with Mobile having a Carnival cruise stuff into one carry-on style rolling
line now, Alabamians have easier suitcase plus one that can ride on
access to the fun, so your travel to top of that suitcase. That way I
and from the port is not as expen- don’t have to check anything or wait
sive as it once was for us.
on it when I get on and off the ship.
If you don’t have children – or your Go to YouTube and search sites for
children are not yet school age or how to pack. You can get valuable
you homeschool – you can travel at tips on how to get the most from
the off season times and save your suitcase. I highly recommend
about half of what a peak season traveling as light as possible.
ticket would cost. This can save
lots of money. But remember, as in
real estate, it is all about location,
location, location.
If you are not claustrophobic, then
an interior cabin is the most economical cruising option. However,
if you are like me (I NEED that window), choose the next level up and
get an ocean view cabin. You can

Make sure you take advantage of
the fine dining experience on board
your ship. If you ever wanted to go
to an elegant restaurant, but just
couldn’t afford it, now is your
chance. Not only will you get the
best dining experience of your life,
but you will get amazingly attentive
waiters who know you by name and
remember your preferences. You

Paula Phillips and husband James
will be able to try new foods that
you never imagined – and do it.
Get all of those appetizers if you
want and splurge on desserts! Be
adventurous.

ity for your servers and stewards on
your cruise. Usually it is around
$18/day/person. However, if you
had a particularly wonderful wait
staff at dining during your cruise,
leave a little something extra in an
envelope for them on the last night
dining. If you have had excellent
service from your cabin steward
during your cruise, leave a tip in an
envelope for him/her as well. The
extra tip is not mandatory, but it is
good to let them know that you appreciate their attention to detail.
Don’t forget to get names of people
who really impressed you. After your
cruise you will receive a survey on
how you liked (or didn’t like) your
cruising experience. They will ask if
there were staff members who made
your cruising experience better. It
helps those staff members if they are
mentioned by name in a survey.

If you get a waiter that you really
like, make sure you get his/her
name so that you can request him
the next night. I have been to both
the anytime dining and the specified time dining. Both are wonderful. I have had a table with
strangers and ones where it was
just my sweetie and me. I like the
big table with strangers because it
gives me a chance to meet new
people and make new friends. I
learn pointers on how to cruise
more effectively from more experienced cruisers, plus sometimes
you get real characters at your table
who are funnier than most comedians. But, my favorite table is the
one with just my sweetie.
As with any type of adventure, plan
If possible, try to avoid the months a little ahead and leave open the
of June, July, and August if you hate opportunities to go outside your
crowds and don’t want to be on a comfort zone. Do something you
cruise with a lot of children. These have never done before and try a
are the peak months for a reason. food you never thought you would,
October, November, January, and whether you cruise or not. I hope
February are generally less expen- you have a wonderful vacation.
Take lots of pictures, make lots of
sive times.
Don’t forget to tip at the end. You memories, and try something you
will be charged a mandatory gratu- have never tried before.
We have made
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Fishing is good on Wheeler
By Danny Johnson

A

s the days get longer, and
the rains warm up the lake
waters, the fish bite improves from the winter slow
down. The bass are in a feeding
mode storing up fat before the
stress of the spawn. The big females start to move out into shallow water feeding heavy and
searching for ideal spawn locations. A bass tournament held
last week on Wheeler took over
20 pounds to win. The Good Friday bass tournament is scheduled for March 30th out of 1st
Creek. We are looking for some
good bags of bass to be weighed
in. Previous Good Friday tournaments have had great participation of 100 plus boats.
Crappie fishing has been good in
the mouths of creeks like Anderson and Limestone when the
water conditions are favorable.
One of the common methods of
fishing is drift fishing with several
poles drifting beside the boat. The
fishermen fish several poles
baited with live minnows. My favorite method is to fish jigs and
plastic floated under a bobber.
Slowly working the jig over tree
tops and shallow structures can
pay big dividends for slab crappie.
Wheeler Lake has become one of
the best catfishing lakes in the
country. The law allowing only
one 34 plus inch catfish per fisherman has helped protect the big
females that restock the lake.
The big females lay millions of
eggs replenishing our lake. Catfish tournaments are being
scheduled regularly on Wheeler
Lake.

Steve Dobbs with a 55 pound blue catfish caughtwhile fishing
"Hold'em Hook" catfish tournament

Wheeler Lake slab crappie.
Like bass tournaments, the catfish
are released back in the lake. The
catch and release has proven to
be a great practice in an effort to
protect our fish, a great resource

Danny Johnson with a Wheeler crappie.
for future generations to come.
Remember to always wear your
coast guard approved life preserver when on or near water.

More boats are on the lake today
than ever and safety awareness
has always got to be your top priority.
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SCHOOL BELLS

by Debra Johnson

School news from Blue Springs
Elementary School

F

ourth and Fifth Grade Beta
Club members at Blue
Springs Elementary held a
“Soup”er Bowl for Babies event
on Feb. 1, 2018 just before the
Super Bowl. The Beta members

brought in different crockpots of
soup and the fixings to go with it
and sold it to the faculty and staff
during their lunchtime.
The students raised over $450

that will go to Huntsville Hospital’s NICU (Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit), an intensive care unit
designed for premature and ill
newborn babies. The teachers
LOVED this and the Beta Club

plans to make this an annual
event before each Super Bowl.
The sponsors of the BSE Beta
Club are Stephanie Gilbert and
Tiffany Jones.

Blue Springs Spelling Bee
The Blue Springs Elementary school’s Spelling Bee was held on December 8, 2017. Below are the winners.

Blue Springs Elementary 2017-2018 Spelling Bee ChampionAnna Page Hammons, a fourth grader, receiving her trophy and
check from BSE Principal, Cade Baker.

Page 10

Blue Springs Elementary 2017-2018 Spelling Bee Runner- UpBraxton Sims, a fifth grader, receiving his trophy and check
from BSE Principal, Cade Baker.
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Delights

by Debra Johnson

Frozen Pineapple-Cranberry Salad

T

he other day, a group of
ladies were talking about
recipes we remembered
from years past and had forgotten about.
One that I decided I wanted to
make was the frozen congealed
salad. That will be good to have
in the freezer that you can just
pull out when you want it. Some
people freeze this recipe in individual paper cupcake holders.
1 (20 oz) can crushed pineapple,
well drained

In large bowl, combine the
drained pineapple, cranberry
sauce, sour cream, whipped topping, confectioners’ sugar, and
pecans. Spoon the fruit mixture
into the prepared baking dish or
cupcake holders. Freeze the fruit
salad for several hours or
overnight, until solid. To serve,
cut the frozen salad into squares
or take out individual ones that
are in cupcake holders and
ENJOY this refreshing sweet treat.

2 (14 oz) cans whole
cranberry sauce
16 ounces sour cream
2 cups frozen whipped topping
(thawed or prepared Dream
Whip)
1/2 cup confectioner’s sugar
1/2 cup chopped pecans
or walnuts
Lightly grease a 9-by-12-by 2 inch
baking dish (or use cupcake holders).

March 9, 2018
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

State, local history scenes featured in
exhibit at Limestone County Archives

A

close look at the colorized
1914 picture postcard of
Citizens Bank on the
Square in Athens reveals that in
front of each teller
window was an
absolute necessity of the day: A
bright brass spittoon. And on Feb.
Rebekah
27, 2018, Ann
Davis
Crutcher of
Athens walked into the Limestone
County Archives in Athens with a
special donation: A bright brass
spittoon just like the ones pictured, handed down to her from
her grandfather, A.D. McWilliams,
who had it at his bank when he
was president of Citizens Bank’s
competitor on the other side of
the Square, Limestone County
Bank.
Now through March 15, the spittoon and the postcard, along with
historic postcards that capture
scenes from around the county
and state, are on display at the
Limestone County Archives exhibit space.

Spittoon and Citizens Bank
The Archives is hosting the traveling Wade Hall Postcards exhibit
featuring historic buildings from
around Alabama, including a
postcard of Founders Hall at
Athens State University. The exhibit is created and sponsored by
Page 12

Postcard exhibit at the Archives.
Troy University and the Alabama
Humanities Foundation. In addition, selected postcards from the
Limestone County Archives postcard collection featuring Limestone County scenes and
buildings are on display.
“Visitors will recognize many of
the scenes and buildings displayed on our postcards, such as
our own building, photographed
when it was in operation as the
L&N Passenger Depot,” said
Limestone County Archivist Rebekah Davis. “However, other
scenes, such as the old Limestone County Fairgrounds and the
first Athens High School, now
exist only in postcards and memories.”
Wade Hall collected approximately 25,000 vintage postcards
from all over the word, ranging
from the early 1900s to the
1960s. Hall donated his collection to the Troy University
Archives. For more information
about the Wade Hall Postcards,
visit https://trojan.troy.edu/library/wadehall/.
The exhibit is open Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. at the Limestone County
Archives, 102 W. Washington St.,
Athens. For more information, call
256-233-6404 or e-mail
archives@limestonecounty-al.gov.

Answers on page 18

barefoot
blossoming
breezy
butterfly
chirping
daffodils
easter
fragrant
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gardener
hatching
outdoor
rainbow
seasons
springtime
sunshine
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

Visionaries change the Valley forever

T

he decision for TVA to build
dams on the Tennessee
River was a real benefit to
Limestone County and the surrounding areas. Electricity was a
much needed service to the
county, and the dam also was essential as an asset to prevent
flooding. Work started in the
early 30’s clearing trees anpreparing the land for the lakes
back water. Wheeler Lake took
up 67,070 acres. The building of
the dam from concrete took a
large work force to complete the
task. This put a lot of men to
work when the country was suffering from the Great Depression.
The work was hard, but paid
pretty good for the times. Large
forests had to be cleared and the
saws used at the time were the
cross cut, or 2 man saw. Manual
labor was used to clear the area
where the backwater covers.
Wheeler Dam was completed in
1936 and it took 3 years to construct. Wilson Dam was built before Wheeler Dam.
I doubt if the creators of the
dams ever dreamed that the
lakes would also serve for the
recreation and fishing it has become. The fishing industry brings
in money to the area each year.
Commercial fishing also has provided a job to people in that line
of work. The river also serves the
barge company daily allowing
shipping opportunities for plants
up and down the river. The men
who had the foresight to build
dams along the Tennessee River
were truly visionaries of a better
life for the folks who call the Tennessee Valley home.
In 1935, when Wheeler Dam
was completed and capable of
producing power, Athens was the
first town in Alabama to receive
electricity from TVA, beginning in
rural parts of the county. Electric lights soon replaced
kerosene lamps and forever
changed the life style of citizens
of Limestone County. My granddad said electricity was almost
magical and folks were amazed
and didn’t understand
how it really worked. Granddad
said people would come by his
house to see the incandescent
light produced from the light
bulb. There were myths also that
Page 14

TVA clearing crew from 1931 worked to removing timber from future backwater areas.

came with the introduction of
electricity. One of the myths was
you had to keep a light bulb
screwed into the light socket to
prevent the electricity from escaping. The first electrical appliances to benefit citizens of the
valley were refrigerators and radios and later TVs. In the early
40’s, there was a waiting list to
buy a refrigerator.
There was a fish hatchery built
and operated on the Elk River
back in the 40’s or 50’s and provided jobs for the area. The fish
were used to stock the newly
formed lakes.
Electricity was an affordable
power source to power well
pumps for cooking, heating and
cooling our homes. Electrical
power has played a top role in
the advancement of mankind
and the advancement of our
great country.
When a storm disrupts the power
service for a few hours it doesn’t
take long before the public calls
the utility company. I don’t see
how we ever got along without
electricity. Our utility crews do an
outstanding job day or night to
keep the power flowing. These
guys are a committed team who
deserve the utmost recognition
for a job well done.
Photos courtesy of
Limestone County Archives

Early 1930's lineman installing power lines to the community.
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

It’s Strange...
It’s strange how twenty dollars
seems like such a large amount
when you donate it to church, but
such a small amount when you
go shopping.
It’s strange how 2 hours seems
so long when you’re at church,
and how short they seem when
you’re watching a good movie.
It’s strange that you can’t find
words to say when you’re praying,
but you have no trouble thinking
what to talk about with a friend.
It’s strange how difficult it is to
read one chapter of the Bible, but
how easy it is to read a popular
novel.
It’s strange how everyone wants
front row tickets to concerts, but
they want to sit in the last row at
church.
It’s strange how we need to know
about an event for church 2-3
weeks before the day so we can
include it in our agenda, but we
can adjust it for other events in
the last minute.
It’s strange how difficult it is to
learn a fact about God and share
it with others, but it’s easy to repeat gossip.

It’s strange how we believe everything that magazines and newspapers say, but we question the
words in the Bible.
~ Facebook post by KJV 1611

D

id this hit you in the heart?
When I first read this, I didn’t like it; probably because
it was stepping on my toes. Then I
read it again. I find it so easy to
give my time, attention and
money to the things and people
of my choosing, but God seems to
get the leftovers. Isn’t it strange
that the one thing that should be
considered the most important,
often gets put last?
I’m reminded of what happened
when Jesus called His first apostles. He saw Peter and Andrew
putting their nets into the sea.
Jesus said, “Follow Me…” (Matt.
4:19) and “at once, they left their
nets and followed Him” (Matt.
4:20). From there Jesus saw two
brothers, James and John, helping their father with work. Jesus
called them to follow and “at
once they left the boat and their
father and followed Jesus” (Matt.
4:22).
Four men left everything to follow

Kevin Harrington
Jesus. They left jobs, family,
money, etc. in order to follow
Christ. What have we left behind
to follow Jesus? It’s strange how
we can spend or time and money
on things of our choosing, but
God seems to get the leftovers.
It’s strange how we will make
sure we are at practices, ball
games, school events, and family

gatherings, but making it to
church services is a chore. It’s
strange how we can spend hours
on social media reading about
the latest celebrity gossip, but
opening a Bible is a rarity.
Jesus said, “Follow Me.” What are
you willing to give up to follow
Him?

MarionStreet

church of Christ

Answers

124 N. Marion Street
256-232-1786
Website: www.marionstreet.org

SERVICES
Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.
Worship 9:30 a.m.
Bible Classes 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday - Bible Class 6:30 p.m.

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington
March 9, 2018
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The

Floor Gallery
25065 US HWY 72
Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65
in big tan building

256-216-9055
For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Mar 15, 2018 — Hospice Lunch and
Learn at the Athens-Limestone Public
Library (603 South Jefferson Street in
Athens) enjoy free lunch-and-learn session and hear from the staff of Kindred
Mar 8, 9, & 10 2018 — Poke Sallet Fol- Hospice, which has been providing inlies is an annual fundraising event home medical services since 1986.
hosted by the Council on Aging Foun- Their knowledgeable, caring staff will
dation Board. This 3-night dinner event answer all your questions, and lunch
provides entertainment and comedy will be provided by Kindred Hospice.
while showcasing many local politi- More info at Facebook Event
cians and dignitaries during the Bicen- Mar 16, 2018 — Limestone Longtennial themed show “Book of Athens”. beards Hunting Heritage Banquet as
PokeSalletFollies.org
the Limestone County Event Center

Street in Athens) from 10:00AM3:00PM. Free admission.
Mar 27, 2018 — Athens Relay for Life
Ribeye Sandwich Lunch at Emmanuel
Baptist Church (1917 U.S. Highway
72W in Athens) from 11:00AM1:00PM with the Limestone County
Cattlemen’s Association selling for
$10.00 with chips benefiting American
Cancer Society. Dine in or carry out.
Must purchase tickets prior to the
event (Not at the door). Delivery for 5
or more lunches - schedule delivery
256-233-8730 or 256-232-1399

Mar 9, Mar 16, and Mar 23, 2018 —
AmVets Burger Time Join American
Veterans Post 21 (22769 Black Road
in Athens) for a juicy burger, fries and
drink from 5:00PM-8:00PM for $5.00.
Extend your evening with Karaoke
Night fun for $5.00 admission and
over 30,000 songs to perform. For
more information: 256-444-2793 or
www.AmVetsAL21.com

Mar 29, 2018 — Mike Flynn of QT at 3
Hens and A Chick Quilt Shop (1114
U.S. Highway 31S in Athens) will presents the history of one of America’s
oldest fabric companies and other fabric related topics. Free to the public.

Mar 10. 2018 — 23rd Annual Corporate Spelling Bee 10:00AM at the
Athens High School Cafeteria (100 U.S.
Highway 31N in Athens). Free admission to spectators; refreshments
served. To sponsor a team or more information: 256-230-3050 or learntoreadcouncil@gmail.com.

(114 West Pryor Street in Athens) from
6:00PM-9:00PM supporting the National Wild Turkey Foundation. For
more information or tickets: Tommy
Boyd 256-777-0954 or nwtf.org
Mar 17, 2018 — Cabela’s King KatWheeler Lake launching from Ingalls
Harbor (802 Wilson Street NW in Decatur) from 6:30AM-3:00PM.
For
more information or registration:
KingKatUSA.com

Mar 17, 2018 — Spring Gathering with
Mooresville
Mercantile
(5081
Mooresville Road in Mooresville, AL) in
welcoming Spring by enjoy the crafters,
artists, small businesses and community organizations that join them under
the trees from 9:00AM-12:00PM.
Elk River Mar 10, 2018—Canoe and Facebook Event Page
Kayak Trail Cleanup Day with Keep Mar 24, 2018 — 2018 Extreme 10K,
Athens-Limestone Beautiful at the Boat 5K, and Camo Fun Run at Joe Wheeler
Ramp at Hatchery Road just off AL99 State Park (4401 McLean Drive in
past the Elk River Bridge at 8:00AM Rogersville) from 8:00AM-11:00AM.
until 12:00PM for their annual river and Registration information: Alapark.com
shoreline cleanup of the Elk River
Canoe and Kayak Trail. Complimentary Mar 24, 2018 — Elkmont VFD 1st Anlunch will be served at noon to volun- nual Charity Golf Tournament at
teers. Proper Dress:
Participants Southern Gayles (22230 Mooresville
should wear long pants and shoes ap- Road in Athens) Foursome. $65.00
propriate for walking in the woods or on per player or $250 for foursome. Deadboats and bring gloves. There will be line Mar 20. Information and Registraprize drawings for volunteers who work tion: Chris Carter 256-777-2111
the full 4 hours. Winners must be pres- Mar 24, 2018 — Easter Spring Fling
ent. CONTACT INFORMATION: 256- Craft and Vendor Show at the Vietnam
233-8000 or KALBCares@gmail.com Veterans Building (17915 West Elm

Mar 29-May 31, 2018 — Ballroom
Dancing Classes at Revival (303 West
Washington Street in Athens) with
David
Foreman,
Certified
Instructor,will offer class featuring the
fundamentals of Waltz, Foxtrot,
Rumba, and Swing from 7:00PM8:00PM. No partner required, good
for beginners or advanced. Limited

20 slots. $75.00 per person For more
information or sign up Deb Kohlhase
or Keep Athens-Limestone Beautiful 256233-8728 or KALBCares@gmail.com

April 28, 2016 – Finding Your Purpose
Conference for Women featuring Jennifer Frith at New Oakland Baptist
Church, 20959 Old Elkmont Road,
Athens, AL 35614 from 9:00 a.m. –
12:00 p.m. Breakfast will be served at
8:00 a.m. All Ladies invited. Any questions contact Tina Murphy @ 256-2166947 or Deborah Hargrove at
256-497-6100.
May 12, 2018 — 3rd Annual Classic
Car & Truck Show by The Village. (Rain
date, May 19, 2018). Vehicle registration 9am-12pm. Includes awards for
Best of Show, People’s Choice, Sponsor Awards and 30 Car Classes. Free to
the public. Campsites available. For
info and campsite reservations call
Mon.-Fri. 7am-3pm. 256-379-2868 or
email sjpark@madisoncountyal.gov.
Proceeds benefit Sharon Johnston
Park Pioneer Village.

1806 Wilkinson Street
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

LIMESTONE DRUG
LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE
DELIVERY
ONLY $1
OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-7PM
SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM • SUNDAY 9AM-5PM

256-232-3811
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Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any
excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”
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HORSE SENSE

by Jim Swanner

“Not For Hire” Is Not Enough How the ELD Mandate Will Impace the Horse Industry
A continuation from the last
articled published
in The Valley Star

A

s we have
studied and
looked
farther into this
issue we have
discovered the
impact is far
reaching into the
Jim Swanner
lives of everyone.
The mandates are ridiculous and
will cause pricing to increase on
many commodities. I, along with
others across the U.S. are
working to get this mandate done
away with. You can help by
contacting your congressmen and
voice your opinion against the
DOT Mandate.

Ten-hour rest period:
When the 14-hour limit has been
reached, the ELD indicates to the
driver that they must stop and
“rest” for 10 consecutive hours.
The ELD keeps track of any
“infractions” – that is, going over
the 14 hours as well as vehicle
speed – and has reporting
functions so inspectors can
review the logs and fine drivers
for infractions from days past.
This means that those hauling
horses will be required to stop
their trip once the 14-hour
threshold is reached and cannot
resume travel until the 10-hour
rest period has passed. If the
threshold is breached, the ELD
makes a record that can be
reviewed by authorities and you
can be fined.
Have you noticed in the last
several years all of the trucks that
are parked along the side of the
road? Have you noticed that on
and off ramps and picnic and rest
areas are sometimes filled up
with trucks? Those typically are
drivers that have reached their
limit and have to immediately find
a place to park their trucks to
avoid costly violations. If you are
required to install an ELD for your
truck and horse trailer, this could
easily happen to you too.
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Mandated breaks:
According to the Hours of Service
outlined in the Federal Motor
Carriers Safety Administration
rules, rest breaks are mandatory
in addition to the ten-hour rest
period. Commercial drivers are
required to take a 30-minute
break within the 11 hour driving
period and cannot go past 8
hours without taking a break.
This mandatory break is
calculated from when the vehicle
starts moving and is tracked by
the ELD. It does not take into
account any other stops or
breaks that may have occurred
within the 8-hour time period.
The break must be 30
consecutive minutes. A driver
cannot substitute the 30-minute
break with a 10-minute break
and later a 20-minute break.
There is no getting around this as
the ELD records and stores the
30 consecutive minute break
periods and will subject the driver
to penalty for a rule violation
upon inspection. Additionally, the
30-minute break is included in
the 14-hour time limit.

What constitutes a
Commercial Motor
Vehicle (CMV)
classification?
•Are you writing off your truck or
trailer as a business loss or
expense on your tax returns? Tax
write offs for your truck and
trailer would make them fall
under the commercial
classification.
•Are your truck and/or trailer
being used for your business? If
your truck or trailer is being used
for your business, they fall under
the commercial classification. If
you are a trainer, your truck and
trailer is used for business,
there’s no doubt about it. If you
are a non-pro or amateur
competitor, your truck and trailer
can be considered as used for
business (see “furtherance of a
commercial enterprise”

explanation below). If you are a
non-pro or amateur and breed
horses and sell them, your truck
and trailer are considered as
used for business.
•Do you only haul your own
horses? If not and if you collect
payment, (for example splitting
fuel costs) to haul a friend or
client’s horse to a show, to the
trainer, to the vet, or to the
breeder, your truck and trailer are
considered commercial vehicles.
•Have you won money competing
with your horse or a client’s
horse? Even though most often
competing with horses is not
profitable for a non-pro when
calculating all the costs, the
FMCSA could consider money won
at a horse show or event, a profit.
They can also consider hauling to
an event with the intent or hopes
of winning some money, as
pursuing a profit. This definition of
“profit” then classifies your truck
and trailer as commercial.
•Do you have sponsors? Do you
have their stickers on your truck
or trailer? Just about everyone
knows a roper, rodeo or horse
show contestant who has a “day
job” (horseshoer as an example)
that spends part of their time
traveling to events to compete. In
many cases, especially with
rodeo events, (some associations
have strict rules about
sponsorships and others do not)
they also have sponsors, whether
its ropes, saddle pads, clothing or
other equipment. Those
sponsorships qualify as
“furtherance of a commercial
enterprise” and then puts them in
the commercial category.
•If your vehicle has a Gross
Vehicle Weight Rating of more
than 10,000 pounds and is used
for your business or with the
intent to make a profit (see
“furtherance of a commercial
enterprise” below”), or involved in
interstate commerce, like going
to horse shows out of your home
state, it then falls into the
commercial vehicle classification
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by the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration (FMCSA).
What “furtherance of a
commercial enterprise” means:
The FMCSA rule has some
language that is far reaching with
significant ramifications for horse
enthusiasts. The category
“furtherance of a commercial
enterprise” is one of the
qualifications considered when
determining whether a driver and
their truck and trailer fall under
the commercial classification and
apply to the scenarios we have
listed above. Here’s the
information as outlined on the
FMCSA website’s Q&A section:
“ Question 21: Does the
exemption in for the “occasional
transportation of personal
property by individuals not for
compensation nor in the
furtherance of a commercial
enterprise” apply to persons who
occasionally use CMVs to
transport cars, boats, horses,
etc., to races, tournaments,
shows or similar events, even if
prize money is offered at these
events?
Guidance: The exemption would
apply to this kind of transportation, provided: (1) The
underlying activities are not
undertaken for profit, i.e., (a) prize
money is declared as ordinary
income for tax purposes, and (b)
the cost of the underlying
activities is not deducted as a
business expense for tax
purposes; and, where relevant; (2)
corporate sponsorship is not
involved. Drivers must confer with
their State of licensure to
determine the licensing provisions
to which they are subject.”
There will be one more article
concerning this issue.
You can get more up to date by
listening to my All About Horses
radio program for the last few
weeks by going to
https://www.facebook.com/jims
wannermedia/ Facebook page
and watch the broadcast videos.
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by Flo Doughty

5th Annual Superhero Fun Day

T

he Red Phone is ringing, and
it’s for you! Businesses,
churches, organizations,
and clubs are invited to answer
the call to join the Defenders of
Hope at 5th Annual Superhero
Fun Day and Family Expo in
Athens. This childhood cancer
awareness event offers a unique
opportunity to the business community to engage the public in a
fun atmosphere.
There is enough time to prepare
marketing materials and activity
supplies to host a kids activity
booth at the September event
which coincides with childhood
cancer month. Last year, Eli’s
Block Party Childhood Cancer
Foundation, which hosts the
event, estimates that just under
4,000 people attended the event
held at Big Spring Memorial Park
in Athens.

“This event is exploding,” said
Kristie Williams, director of Eli’s
Block Party. “Not only is it a way
for businesses and organizations
to reach the community and
share about what they do by hosting a booth, but it’s a unified
voice of all aspects of this community against childhood cancer,” she said.
The event is free for the public to
attend, and features kids activity
booths, vendors, food, music,
prizes, Real Heroes, and Superheroes. The “Real Heroes” section features, police, sheriff, fire
personnel, and last year farmers
were added to the Real Heroes
section. This year, the foundation
hopes to add linemen to the Real
Heroes line-up. The Parade of Superheroes that kicks off the event
is growing and plans to add more
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vehicles this year. The foundation
has a troop of about 25 Superheroes that attend the event.
Also, at the event, participants
may join a lego contest, a costume contest, or have their hair
cut to donate to a kids wig charity.
“We have something for everyone
in the family. This is a family-fun
event in the truest sense of the
phrase,” Williams said. “Our mission is to raise money for childhood cancer research. Period.
But, we are excited to be able to
do this by hosting events that
give back to our community.
Events that offer opportunities for
the families to enjoy something
unique, but also events that
showcase our businesses and
generate local tourism,” she said.
In addition to activities the day of
the event, the Athens Arts League
hosts a Superhero art contest,
plus businesses and schools get
into the Superhero spirit for childhood cancer month by hosting
different activities the week of
Superhero Fun Day and Family
Expo. Schools can enter the billboard contest, or host their own
fundraiser for a chance to have a
Superhero visit their school.

sponsor this event, visit www.elisblockparty.org. Eli’s Block Party
Childhood Cancer Foundation
raises money for innovative research into pediatric brain cancer. This year, the foundation is
supporting Dr. Ted Johnson’s

work in immunotherapy at Children’s of Georgia in Augusta,
Georgia. Eli Williams, the namesake of the foundation who died
last year, was a pioneer in Dr.
Johnson’s research having participated in his trials.

“This is growing into a week-long
awareness effort it seems like.
Businesses that can’t have a
presence at the event are hosting
awareness activities. More
schools are starting to do special
things that week of Superhero
Day, it’s really heartwarming and
exciting to see the interest, and
then the impact,” Williams said.
Superhero Fun Day and Family
Expo is set for September 8. To
host a kids activity booth, or to
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.
Jefferson Street at Green Street
Athens, AL 35611
256-232-1130
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:
• Personal Injury

• Family Law

- Automobile Accidents
- Workman’s Compensation
- 18-Wheeler Accidents
- Products Liability

- Divorce
- Guardianship
- Custody
- Wills and Probate

• Social Security Disability
• General Law
- Litigation
- Corporate and LLC Formations
- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance
- Landlord — Tenant Matters
- Real Property Issues

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

James M. Corder
jcorder@acpbs.com

Mitch Shelly
mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen
zburgreen@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

March 9, 2018

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

Page 21

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam

Christie Bennett

Guy Fry

Chris Shindorf

Linda Toone

Leonel White

Corporate Broker • Limestone
256-777-3300

Associate Broker/Realtor®
256-771-3744

Realtor®/Auctioneer
256-337-0639

Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Associate Broker
256-777-1069

Associate Broker
256-337-3165

James Phillips

Liz Wingard

Heather Green

Shewatha Yates Gusler

Glynda Walker

James L. Patterson Jr.

Broker • Lauderdale
256-656-2370

Associate Broker, GRI
256-777-3988

Realtor®
256-874-1147

Realtor®
256-874-6034

Realtor®
256-431-1474

Realtor®
256-874-6033

Jane Harrington

Kim Shindorf

Julie Osborn

Dale Carter

Anton Etenko

James Martinez

Managing Broker • Madison
256-325-0008

Realtor®
256-431-7916

Realtor®
256-206-0581

Realtor®
256-898-4358

Realtor®
256-763-3123t

Realtor®
256-335-0611

Missey DeGroﬀ
Realtor®
256-508-8432

301 Wellington Road
Athens • $268,900
MLS#1083279

409 Houston Street
Athens • $96,500
MLS#1082563

5590 Bay Village Drive
Clements • $231,000
MLS#420456

4703 Grantland Drive
Huntsville • $84,900
MLS#11085525

Land and Lots
MLS#1061971
Meadows Rd.
East Limestone
8 Acres • $130,000
MLS#1072001
14203 Mooresville Rd.
.57 Acres • $99,900

Hwy 207
Rogersville • $18,500
MLS#419776

21641 Daveen Drive
W. Limestone • $150,000
MLS#420223

MLS#1071999
HWY 72
.5 Acres • $59,900

MLS#1064060
19051 Runway Street
.5 Acres • $29,900

MLS#1063625
Athens
Menefee Road • $16,500

MLS#1069051
3733 Timberlake Court
$24,900

MLS#1079537
Rogersville
1.5 Acres • $18,500

MLS#1053216
Canebrake
Shinnecock Hills Drive
$130,000

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

G
N
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D
N
E
P
305 Coman Street
Athens • $105,000
MLS#1082666

810 Sanders Street
Athens • $30,000
MLS#1075247

606 Box Street
Athens • $165,000
MLS#1080053

103 Brookwood Drive
Athens • $209,000
MLS#1076571

673 Rivermont Road
Florence • $110,000
MLS#1083933

4200 County Road 91
Rogersville • $181,900
MLS#1078529

15307 Mill Valley Drive
E. Limestone • $119,900
MLS#1085354

311 Happy Hollow Road
Florence • $342,000
MLS#1065240

G
N
I
D
N
E
P
127 Water Oak Court
Harvest • $174,000
MLS#1081065

1109 Trenton Drive
Decatur • $489,000
MLS#1069483

197 Rolling Brook Drive
Rogersville • $174,250
MLS#1067170

15279 Mill Valley Drive
E. Limestone • $139,000
MLS#1083954

25405 Cedar Avenue
Elkmont • $127,900
MLS#1061140

17068 Leatherwood Dr.
Athens • $299,000
MLS#1081757

24830 Lisa Drive
E. Limestone • $173,900
MLS#1083403

209 Rolling Brook Drive
Rogersville • $190,306
MLS#1071966

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
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