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February Flooding

By Danny Johnson

Someone coined the phrase,  
“Everybody talks about 
the weather, but nobody 

can change it.” February of 2019 
proved to be a record setting 
month for rainfall. Boat piers were 
washed away along with topsoil 
erosion from farmland. Cars were 
swept into streams and houses 
fl ooded bringing much maylay to 
the Tennessee Valley. This still 
didn’t match the fl ood of 1973 

when water was threatening to 
breach the causeway on  Highway 
31 at Decatur.
One of the purposes for building 
the TVA dams was to harness 
the river during big fl oods. Just 
imagine what destruction if we had 
no dams to help control the water 
level. Last Saturday I crossed the 
river and it appeared full pool with 
not much room for more water. 
The weatherman calls for 3 to 5 

inches to fall through February 
15th. I expect the additional rainfall 
will cause more fl ooding issues for 
the lowland.
The weather has really changed 
with mild winters, frequent 
tornado occurrences, and massive 
fl ooding. The weather cycles 
through changes and it’s hard to 
predict even with the advanced 
equipment meteorologists have 
today. I always was amazed at how 

closely the Farmers Almanac could
forecast the weather for a year out. 
The almanac has proven to share
accurate predications.  
The country went through trying 
times in the 1930’s with the dust
bowl. Weather is unpredictable 
and  I am not sure what role, if any,
man plays in the scheme of things. 
There is one thing for certain as 
long as there are people we will
talk about the weather.

Flood gates open at Wheeler Dam to help control fl ooding.

Happy Valentine’s Day
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It was spring 1965, and we were 
headed to Legion Field in Birming-
ham. No, we were not going there to 
see Bear Bryant’s mighty Crimson 
Tide or Shug Jordan’s Auburn Ti-
gers play in a spring football game. 
We were on our way to see some 
of the hottest Rock-N-Roll bands in 
the world that included “The Roll-
ing Stones” and “The Beach Boys.”
My friend, Johnny Coffman, pur-
chased four tickets to the “Rock-
N-Roll Calvacade of Stars” and 
invited me, Phil Stanford and Larry 
Sandlin to go with him. So, that Sat-
urday afternoon in March, we took 
off in Johnny’s black 1957 Chevy 
Impala for big old Birmingham, AL,  
which at the time was the largest 
city I had ever been in.
We were all high school country 
boys, and going to Birmingham 
was a big thing for us. I remem-
ber we stopped somewhere near 

downtown that day and ate a pizza. 
Then it was on to Legion Field for 
the concert.
I think we parked a mile away from 
the stadium to stay away from the 
traffi c. Johnny didn’t even lock his 
car then because he said he wasn’t 
afraid of anyone breaking into it. 
Back then people trusted people 
and crime such as auto burglary 
was almost unheard of, even in a 
big city like Birmingham.
When we got there, I could not be-
lieve the size of Legion Field. It was 

huge, and I remember thinking 
how great it would be to be able to 
play football in this big place. The 
Rock-N-Roll stage was set on the 
north side of the fi eld. There were 
seats just in front of the stage, but 
the bulk of spectators, including 
us, were seated in the bleachers.
There were a couple of groups 
taking the stage ahead of the 
“Big Three.” But after that “The 
Righteous Brothers” came on for 
several songs and then, Mick Jag-
ger and “The Rolling Stones” al-
most brought the house down. It 
seemed they played for an hour or 
two before “The Beach Boys” hit 
the stage.
The girls were screaming so loud 
you couldin’t hear yourself think. I 
remember lead singer, Mike Love, 
saying that Brian Wilson wasn’t 
there and they were using a kid by 
the name of Glen Campbell to take 

his place. When the Beach Boys 
sang “Catch A Wave” and “You’re 
Sitting On Top Of The World” it 
seemed all of Birmingham shook.
That was a fun night for four coun-
try boys from Elkmont who before 
then had never experienced such 
stardom. It was a day I will never 
forget.

Rock-N-Roll Calvacade of Stars
THE SONNY SIDE by Sonny Turner
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Artists in Athens are 
showcasing their sweet and 
fi ery sides in February for 

two holiday events, Valentine’s 
and Mardi Gras.
On Saturday, Feb. 8, Athens Arts 
League hosted Sweet’art Satur-
day at High Cotton Arts at 103 W. 
Washington Street. Artists offered 
Valentine-themed pieces that 
never melt or wilt like real choco-
late and fl owers. Shoppers found 
sweet deals from stained glass 
to metal artwork to paintings and 
photographs to jewelry. 
February festivities will continue 
at High Cotton Arts with the annu-
al Athens Mardi Gras Parade with 
a Purpose. Athens Arts League 
Board Member and retired Athens 
State University art professor Gail 
Bergeron is organizing the event. 
She is a New Orleans native. 
The event will be Feb. 25 starting 
at 5:30 p.m. at High Cotton Arts 
with free mask and crown making 
for children. The parade will com-
mence at High Cotton Arts at 6:30 
p.m. Athens Fire and Rescue will 
have a fi re truck on display for the 

children as well. The Ardmore Li-
ons Club train will also participate.
Athens has a quirky twist to its 
Mardi Gras festivities. Groups dec-
orate buggies on loan from Lowe’s 
and collect canned food from 
spectators during the mini parade 
that travels back and forth on 
Washington and Marion streets. 
This year’s theme is “Fire Up The 
Night.” Bergeron said groups need 
to incorporate battery-operated 
lights as part of their decorations. 
Last year, the community donat-
ed 400 cans of food that Athens 
Arts League gave to the LCCI Food 
Bank.
“We want people to dress up, in-
corporate lights in their costumes 
and help us celebrate Mardi Gras 
in North Alabama while support-
ing our local food bank,” Bergeron 
said, adding spectators and pa-
rade participants can bring dec-
orated umbrellas decked out in 
lights.
Groups interested in adopting a 
buggy to decorate can send an 
email to athensartsleague@gmail.
com.

February brings out the sweet 
and fi ery sides of Athens artists

Misty Francis, singer for Sharpshooter,
sings at last year’s Sweet’art Saturday event.

Jennifer White tosses beads during the last year’s Mardi Gras 
Parade with a Purpose. She helped decorate a buggy

for the Athens-Limestone Animal Shelter.

Children make masks and crowns
at High Cotton Arts for Mardi Gras.



Each year, the local schools 
host a spelling bee for their 
students in grades 3rd-8th 

that want to partcipate.  After a 
winner has been determined at 
each of the schools, the winner 
then participates in the Coun-
ty-wide Spelling Bee.  This year, 
the bee was held at the new Ath-
ens Bible School on January 4th 

and hosted by Elkmont.
Pam Hammock was the pro-
nouncer and the judges were Al-
lison Usery, Kelley Noble, Heath-
er Gough. The winner was from 
West Limestone High School - 7th 
grader - Sawyer Williams.  He will 
represent Limestone County at 
the state spelling bee in March.  

Lily Reyburn-3rd grader from 
Creekside was the runner up.  If 
for some reason that Sawyer 
can’t participate in the state spell-
ing bee, then Lily would take his 
place.  
All State winners then proceed 
onto the 93rd Scripps National 
Spelling Bee in the Washington, 

D.C. area that will begin on Sun-
day, May 24, 2020 and ends on 
Friday, May 29. The Alabama Ki-
wanis Foundation is proud to 
support the youth of Alabama by 
being the offi cial sponsor of the 
Alabama Spelling Bee. This is the 
Alabama affi liate of the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee.

Page 4                                                                        THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                          February 14, 2020

The Countywide Spelling Bee

7809 US HWY 31 S
TANNER, AL 35671

HRAGRIPOWER.COM

PRECISION AG
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NEW & USED 
EQUIPMENT 
INVENTORY

PARTS & 
SERVICE

24/7 SUPPORT

YOUR AG SOURCE!
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2020 FINANCING
DDDDDEEEEEAAAAALLLLLSSSSS!!!!!

SCHOOL BELLS by Debra Johnson

Group of participants in the Countywide Spelling Bee.Winner, Sawyer Williams and 
runner-up, Lily Reyburn,
receiving their awards.
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256-497-0027

North Alabama’s premier 
Mardi Gras style celebration 
will take place on February 

22, 2020, when the Carnegie 
Visual Arts Center holds its annual 
Carnegie Carnival. Now in its ninth 
year, Carnegie Carnival fi lls the city’s 
historic downtown area with parades, 
crewes, fl oats, throws, music and 
other family-friendly fun, all while 
promoting art and creativity. The 
event also serves as a fundraiser for 
the arts and other non-profi ts located 
in Decatur and Morgan County.
Carnegie Carnival gets underway 
at 8 a.m. with the Carnival Frolic, a 
13.1-mile race through the historic 
districts, along the Tennessee River 
and through Point Mallard Park. At 
11 a.m., join CASA of North Alabama 
at the Carnegie Visual Arts Center, 
located at 207 Church Street NE, for 
a morning of free kids’ events and 
games, family entertainment and art 
for everyone.
At 12:00 p.m., kids of all ages will 
want to make their way to the Decatur 

Morgan County Farmers Market 
on 1st Avenue for carnival-style 
games and prizes. Fifteen carnival 
game tickets can be purchased 
for $5 at the event. The Carnegie 
Carnival Creation Station opens at 
12:30 p.m., offering free hands-on 
art projects for kids. Sponsored by 
Kiwanis of Decatur, the Creation 
Station will be also be located at 
the Farmers Market by the Carnival 
Midway games.
The Carnival Prince and Princess 
Parade gets underway at 12:30 
p.m. Watch local children and teens 
parade via foot, bike and fl oat 
starting at Founders Park at the 
corner of Bank Street and Church 
Street to 2nd Avenue and ending at 
the Farmer’s Market on 1st Avenue 
where the Carnival Prince and 
Princess are crowned.
At 2 p.m., dogs of all sizes and 
breeds, dressed in their Mardi Gras 
best, will take to the streets of historic 
downtown Decatur for a colorful 
pooch parade and dog walk. The 

parade begins at the intersection of 
Second Avenue and Johnston Street, 
goes to Lee Street, turns and ends 
where it started. The event is free to 
attend. Parade registration is $10 + 
$5 for each additional dog.
The grand fi nale of the daylong event 
is the Carnegie Carnival Parade 
where crewes proceed in traditional 
Mardi Gras-style complete with 
themed fl oats, costumes, throws, 
and music. Set to hit the streets at 6 
p.m., the parade route travels along 
2nd Avenue, Lee Street and Bank 
Street.
Restaurants and merchants will 

be open and festival-goers can 
dine and shop for locally made 
and one-of-a-kind items. Festival 
organizers encourage parade 
goers to participate in the Catch 
and Release bead-recycling 
program. The Carnegie Visual Arts 
Center, in conjunction with the AIM
Developmental Program, collect and 
recycle thrown beads from previous
Carnegie Carnival parades.
For more information, go to
carnegiecarnival.org, follow Carnegie 
Carnival on Facebook and Instagram 
or call the Carnegie Visual Arts
Center at 256.341.0562.

Let the Good Times Roll in Downtown Decatur
Ninth Annual Carnegie Carnival Set for February 22
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By Debra Johnson

Shelled pecans are a bit ex-
pensive to buy, so every 
year I try to fi nd a place to 

pick them up myself.  I have found 
that there seems to be a good 
crop of pecans every other year.
This year was one of those 
‘bumper crop’ years.  Most people 
use a device that is made for pick-
ing up pecans, which makes is a 
good bit easier and faster.  The 
main problem comes afterwards, 
and that is cracking the pecans 
and getting the pecan out of the 
hull. 
There are a couple of places that 
have machines that crack the 
pecans for you.  That saves a lot 
of time, but does cost you.  Even 
at that, it is cheaper than buying 
them in the store already pack-
aged in halves or chopped.  

Marge and Terry Milburn of Man-
chester, Tennessee had an excep-
tionally good year for pecans this 

year,  with two of their trees yield-
ing upwards of 370 pounds!
I love to eat the pecans raw and 
use them in recipes, but I don’t 
know how you could eat 370 

pounds of pecans!  I can’t imag-
ine how long it will take to bag all 
of those pecans after sifting them 
from the cracked hulls.  

Good crop of pecans this year

Cracked pecans.

Jarin Norton and Dakota Potts from Limestone Farmer’s 
Coop getting ready to load the 370 pounds of cracked

pecans onto the truck for the Milburn’s.

Grandkids, Hudson and
Cara, helping with the

pecan gathering in
Manchester, Tennessee.
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FREE
CONSULTATIONS
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FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

Jefferson Street at Green Street

Athens, AL 35611

256-232-1130

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.
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• Personal Injury
- Automobile Accidents

- Workman’s Compensation

- 18-Wheeler Accidents

- Products Liability

• Social Security Disability

• General Law
- Litigation

- Corporate and LLC Formations

- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance

- Landlord — Tenant Matters

- Real Property Issues

• Family Law
- Divorce

- Guardianship

- Custody

- Wills and Probate

James M. Corder

jcorder@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

Mitch Shelly

mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen

zburgreen@acpbs.com



By Danny Johnson

February and March is the 
prime time to catch giant 
stripers. These giant fi sh 

move up stream seeking a spawn 
location. Some of these big fi sh 
can reach over 50 pounds. The 
predator fi sh feed heavy as they 
move up stream. There are many 
methods to catching from artifi cial 
bait to fi shing live shad. A strong 
fi shing rod and reel with heavy-
duty line is a must in fi ghting 
these beasts. I have never hooked 
any fi sh that are as powerful and 
exhibit endurance to fi ght as the 
striper. 
I recall a fi shing trip with Jerry 
Lawler when the umbrella rig fi rst 
came on the scene.  We were 
fi shing for smallmouth in the 
tailwater below the dam. We were 
catching 4-pound smallmouth 
and sometimes 2 at a time. I got a 
solid strike and set the hook. The 
fi ght was on and the 80-pound 
braid fi shing line was singing 
through the water. I couldn’t turn 
this beast. Jerry said, “That might 
be a big catfi sh,” but it was moving 
too fast for a catfi sh. A catfi sh 
just pulls hard and stays on the 
bottom. This fi sh was making runs 
and stripping off drag. 
The fi sh fought for 10 minutes 
before I could overcome the 
fi ghting fi sh. To my surprise, a ‘pig’ 
size Rock Fish Stripe surfaced. 
We fi nally netted the fi sh and got 
it into the boat. It was all I could 
do lift it to get a weight. The fi sh 
went well over 30 pounds on the 
digital scales. We admired the fi sh 
and released it back into the lake. 
We caught big stripers below 
Guntersville Dam, Wheeler 
Dam, and Wilson Dam. Fishing 
in tail water below a dam is very 
dangerous. Only experienced 
fi shermen with master boat skills 
should fi sh these 
fast moving waters. The heavy 
rainfall makes the tail water 
extremely dangerous. When the 

fl ood gates are open,  stay out of 
this part of the lake is my advise. 
Law requires wearing a PHD at all 
times when fi shing a designated 
distance below the dam.
I have been told the stripers are 
good eating fi sh. You have to fi llet 
the red strip of meat out of the 
center part of the fi sh. The fi sh is 
quite bony, but a good fi llet knife 
can take care of the bone issue. 
Obey the state creel limit when 
catching all the species of striper. 
Some good stripers are caught 
around the pipeline out from the 
nuclear plant. When the lake is 
cold from the winter temperatures 
the pipeline provides water 
movement, which attracts striper 

and catfi sh.
Be safe on the lake when the 
water is cold. Hypothermia is a 
killer and the threat is there when 

on the water in the wintertime. 
Take all measures of safety so we 
don’t lose anyone to hypothermia
in cold water. 
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Spring Stripe fi shing

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

Danny Johnson with a Tennessee River Striper



By Danny Johnson

When I was growing up 
I heard the grown ups 
speak of the danger of 

fi shing on the Tennessee River 
when it was white capping. I 
really didn’t know what they were 
talking about. Papa explained it 
was a condition when the wind 
blew strong and caused the waves 
to build on the water. He drove me 
to the river one spring day when 
the wind was high. He drove us to 
the section of river that could be 
seen from Lucy’s Branch.
The waves were rolling and the 
white caps were easily seen. Papa 
said, “ You see the big waves?   
That’s why it’s dangerous to get a 
boat out in these conditions.  The 
big river has taken fi shermen and 
duck hunter’s lives over the years.   
Son, you’ve got to respect the river 
and stay off of it when the wind is 
high.”
That warning has always stayed 

with me, and I have seen fi rst hand 
dangerous water while fi shing bass 
tournaments. In the spring when 
you get a lot of rain, the fl oodgates 
at the dam are opened causing 
heavy water currents to  move 
west down the lake. To compound 
the problem after a cold front 
passes, the wind blows 25 to 30 
mph out of the northwest. The 2 
conditions create a rolling of the 
waves that can reach 8 feet high. 
Fishing boats are not suitable to 
perform in these kinds of waves. 
The area around the Nuclear Plant 
can get very violent. 
The area west of the railroad 
bridge gets a lot of heavy current 
and with a west wind will be very 
rough to navigate.
I have been in tournaments where 
the rollers have caused some 
boats to sink. In the wintertime 
when the water is cold it is very 
dangerous because of a condition 
called hypothermia.  It takes a 
very experienced boat operator to 

maneuver in the dangerous water. 
Before going to the lake get the 
local weather report and pay 
attention to the wind speed and 
direction.
I go to Elk River when the big river 
gets too rough for me to fi sh.  Elk 
River winds and turns allowing 
a fi sherman more shelter  from 
high winds. 
While fi shing, the weather can 
change and make it too dangerous 
returning to the ramp where you 
launched your boat. I have been 
cut off with wind and lighting and 
had to call my wife to bail me out. 

I have tied the boat off and got 
a ride to bring the boat trailer to 
the boat and avoided a dangerous
ride back. No tournament is worth 
placing your partner and self in 
danger. 
A fi sherman must pay attention 
to their surroundings while on 
the lake. Floating debris also is 
a problem when the lake fi lls to 
summer pool.  April 15 of each
year Wheeler Lake is usually at 
556 feet above sea level. This 
is summer pool. The water will
fl uctuate up and down during the 
summer months.

Big River turns bad

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP
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One of our favorite meals that 
Mama cooked for us was pinto 
beans, taters and cornbread. 
The beans were cooked over a 
long period of time. A big chunk 
of fatback was cooked with the 
beans for fl avor. Folks came over 
to share the bean meal. Onions 
were necessary when eating 
beans. Dalton would crumble up a 
piece of cornbread in his glass of 
buttermilk. Taters from last year’s 
crop were about used up. We 
would eat between 500 and 600 
pounds of Irish potatoes each 
year. The potatoes were spread 
out in the crib and covered with 
wheat straw to prevent freezing. 
These country meals were fi lling 
and curbed your appetite for a good 
while. There was always plenty of 
food to go around and nobody left 
hungry. Mama made sure we all 
were full and ready for the dessert. 
Pies always made the meal 
complete. Apple pie was my favorite 
with a cup of fresh brewed coffee.
Sitting around the table, eating 
and sharing the day’s experiences 
with family was a special time. 
Humpy always had stories about 
experiences he had encountered 
while operating his wrecker 
business.  He told of pulling a 
truck out of the river a couple 
of weeks ago. A fi sherman was 
unloading his boat at a local boat 
ramp when his truck began to roll 
back into the river. The truck was 
in about 20 feet of water. Humpy 
hires a diver that worked for TVA 
to go into the water and hook his 
cable to the truck. 
The diver gave Humpy the go 
ahead and the big wrecker slowly 

brought the truck to the surface 
and onto the bank. Water was 
running from the truck and a 
catfi sh was found lying in the fl oor 
of the truck.
Everybody enjoyed hearing the 
tales Humpy had to offer. Papa 
enjoyed telling his farm plans for 
the up coming year. Papa had a 
couple of tractors and we were 
able to work several more acres 
of crops this year. Mama had 
ordered a quilt frame from Sears 
and Roebuck and had plans of 
making several much-needed 
quilts for next winter. The family 
was growing and quilts were 
always needed.
I had plans to carry a load of 
shelled corn to Loretta next week 
for grinding into meal. The gristmill 
at Loretta was well maintained 
and ground the meal fi ne. The 

fi ne ground meal made for some 
great tasting cornbread. Corn 
meal must be ground pretty often. 
Weevils would get in meal if stored 
very long.
Eating meals with the family was a 

special blessing we all cherished
and everybody had their turn 
of sharing their stories with the
family.

Pinto Beans and Corn Bread
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee
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DEB’S Delights

               (Corrected Recipe)  
There was a mistake in the 
ingredients of this recipe last 
month.  Thanks to the people 
that inquired about it.  This is the 
corrected recipe  using cornmeal 
instead of fl our.
3 cups self-rising cornmeal
3 Tbsp sugar
1 tsp salt
1  1/2 cups milk

1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 can cream corn
2 jalapeno peppers, chopped
3 eggs, beaten
1 large grated onion
1   1/2 cup grated cheddar
    cheese
1 jar pimento
Mix together and pour into 
greased cast iron skillet.  Bake at 
400 degrees for 25 minutes.

I have been looking for crockpot 
recipes for the days that I can’t be 
home all day and cook.  I have not 
tried this one yet, but it sounds 
really good.  It is taken from 1001 
Slow Cooker Recipes.
1  1/2 - 2 lbs round steak,
    cut into 2-inch strips
1 tsp Italian seasoning
3 Tbsp canola oil
1 (10 oz) can beef broth
2 Tbsp cornstarch
1 small onion, fi nely chopped
2 bell peppers, seeded, chopped
2 Tbsp soy sauce
1 (12 oz) package egg noodles, 
cooked, drained
Sprinkle steak strips with Italian 
seasoning.  Brown steak strips 
in oil in large skillet over medium 
-high heat.  Transfer to a slow 
cooker sprayed with oil. 
Combine broth and cornstarch 
in bowl, stirring until cornstarch 

dissolves.  Pour into slow cooker 
and add onion, bell peppers and
soy sauce.  Cover and cook on 
HIGH for 3 to 4 hours or on LOW for 
6 to 8 hours.  Serve over noodles.  
Serves 6.

by Debra Johnson

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

Jalapeno Cornbread     Pepper Steak Treat



Page 12                                                                            THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                       February 14, 2020

by Flo Doughty

Superhero Day is a BIG 
event here in Athens and it 
attracts people from all over 

North Alabama.  The event keeps 
growing and we are so grateful 
because Superhero Day isn’t just 
fun and exciting, it has a deep and 
meaningful purpose.  Superhero 
Day spreads awareness about 
childhood cancer and raises 
much needed funds for research 
happening right here in Alabama 
to help fi nd a cure.
Superhero Day is one event of 
several put on by Eli’s Block Party 
Childhood Cancer Foundation 
started by Vic and Kristie 
Williams while their son Eli was 
battling brain cancer.  Eli’s Block 
Party does more than just fund 
research.  They come alongside 
families with children who have 
been diagnosed with cancer and 
provide various types of support.  
It might be information or it might 

be fi nancial help while they are 
dealing with travel for treatment 
or funeral expenses when the 
battle is fi nished.  This is an 
important work and we hope YOU 
will partner with us to make it a 
wonderful day for the community 
and for our local families battling 
this terrible monster.
What can you do?  Consider 
becoming a sponsor for Superhero 
Day!  Sponsorships start at $100 
and go up to $2200.  EBP brings 
in a lot of rides for the kids and 
that is expensive, but oh so fun 
for the kids in our community!  
We are looking for businesses or 
individuals to sponsor rides so we 
can have as many as possible.
Bracelets for the rides are 
purchased for $5 and kids are 
allowed to unlimited rides the 
entire day!  The proceeds from the 
bracelet sales are what is used to 
help our local cancer families and 

donations to the research lab we 
contribute to in Birmingham.  No 
one ever regrets giving to a great 
cause or helping their community 
so come on and join us!! Do it 
TODAY!

All the details can be found at
https://www.elisblockparty.org/
sponsorship-packet-2020 or you
can contact me at 256-216-1526 
or fl odoughty@yahoo.com

Superhero Day needs YOU

Dr. Gregg Moody was our sponsor last year!
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6 Surprising Facts About St. Valentine
Who was St. Valentine, and why do we celebrate him on February 14?
In honor of Valentine’s Day, get the facts about this enigmatic character

1. The St. Valentine who inspired 
the holiday may have been two 
different men.
Offi cially recognized by the Roman 
Catholic Church, St. Valentine is 
known to be a real person who 
died around A.D. 270. However, 
his true identity was questioned as 
early as A.D. 496 by Pope Gelasius 
I, who referred to the martyr and 
his acts as “being known only to 
God.” One account from the 1400s 
describes Valentine as a temple 
priest who was beheaded near 
Rome by the emperor Claudius 
II for helping Christian couples 
wed. A different account claims 
Valentine was the Bishop of Terni, 
also martyred by Claudius II on 
the outskirts of Rome. Because of 
the similarities of these accounts, 
it’s thought they may refer to the 
same person. Enough confusion 
surrounds the true identity of St. 
Valentine that the Catholic Church 
discontinued liturgical veneration 
of him in 1969, though his name 
remains on its list of offi cially 
recognized saints.
2. In all, there are about a dozen 
St. Valentines, plus a pope.
The saint we celebrate on 
Valentine’s Day is known offi cially 
as St. Valentine of Rome in order 
to differentiate him from the dozen 

or so other Valentines on the list. 
Because “Valentinus”—from the 
Latin word for worthy, strong or 
powerful—was a popular moniker 
between the second and eighth 
centuries A.D., several martyrs 
over the centuries have carried this 
name. The offi cial Roman Catholic 
roster of saints shows about a 
dozen who were named Valentine 
or some variation thereof. The 
most recently beatifi ed Valentine 
is St. Valentine Berrio-Ochoa, a 
Spaniard of the Dominican order 
who traveled to Vietnam, where 
he served as bishop until his 
beheading in 1861. Pope John 
Paul II canonized Berrio-Ochoa 
in 1988. There was even a Pope 
Valentine, though little is known 
about him except that he served 
a mere 40 days around A.D. 827.
3. Valentine is the patron saint of 
beekeepers and epilepsy, among 
many other things.
Saints are certainly expected to 
keep busy in the afterlife. Their 
holy duties include interceding in 
earthly affairs and entertaining 
petitions from living souls. In this 
respect, St. Valentine has wide-
ranging spiritual responsibilities. 
People call on him to watch over 
the lives of lovers, of course, but 
also for interventions regarding 
beekeeping and epilepsy, as 

well as the plague, fainting and 
traveling. As you might expect, he’s 
also the patron saint of engaged 
couples and happy marriages.
4. You can fi nd Valentine’s skull 
in Rome.
The fl ower-adorned skull of 
St. Valentine is on display in 
the Basilica of Santa Maria in 
Cosmedin, Rome. In the early 
1800s, the excavation of a 
catacomb near Rome yielded 
skeletal remains and other 
relics now associated with St. 
Valentine. As is customary, these 
bits and pieces of the late saint’s 
body have subsequently been 
distributed to reliquaries around 
the world. You’ll fi nd other bits of 
St. Valentine’s skeleton on display 
in the Czech Republic, Ireland, 
Scotland, England and France.
5. Chaucer may have invented 
Valentine’s Day.
The medieval English poet 
Geoffrey Chaucer often took 
liberties with history, placing his 
poetic characters into fi ctitious 
historical contexts that he 
represented as real. No record 
exists of romantic celebrations on 
Valentine’s Day prior to a poem 
Chaucer wrote around 1375. In his 
work “Parliament of Foules,” he 
links a tradition of courtly love with 

the celebration of St. Valentine’s 
feast day–an association that 
didn’t exist until after his poem 
received widespread attention. 
The poem refers to February 14 as 
the day birds (and humans) come 
together to fi nd a mate. When 
Chaucer wrote, “For this was sent 
on Seynt Valentyne’s day / Whan 
every foul cometh ther to choose 
his mate,” he may have invented 
the holiday we know today.
6. You can celebrate Valentine’s 
Day several times a year.
Because of the abundance of 
St. Valentines on the Roman 
Catholic roster, you can choose to 
celebrate the saint multiple times 
each year. Besides February 14, 
you might decide to celebrate St. 
Valentine of Viterbo on November 
3. Or maybe you want to get a 
jump on the traditional Valentine 
celebration by feting St. Valentine 
of Raetia on January 7. Women 
might choose to honor the only 
female St. Valentine (Valentina), 
a virgin martyred in Palestine on 
July 25, A.D. 308. The Eastern 
Orthodox Church offi cially 
celebrates St. Valentine twice, 
once as an elder of the church on 
July 6 and once as a martyr on 
July 30.



VALLEY POOLS
O F  M A D I S O N

Come see us to make sure 
your pool is closed properly

7445 Hwy 72 W Madison

We are now back to our winter hours! 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

10:00am - 4:30pm 
Closed on Wednesday and Saturday

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!
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The Chevrolet Impala is a full-
size car built by Chevrolet for 
model years 1958 to 1985, 

1994 to 1996, and 2000 onward. 
The Impala is Chevrolet’s popular 
fl agship passenger car and is 
generally among the better selling 
American made automobiles in the 
United States. 
For its debut in 1958, the Impala 
was distinguished from other 
models by its symmetrical triple 
taillights. The Chevrolet Caprice 
was introduced as a top-line 
Impala Sport Sedan for model year 
1965, later becoming a separate 
series positioned above the Impala 
in 1966, which, in turn, remained 
above the Chevrolet Bel Air and the 
Chevrolet Biscayne. The Impala 
continued as Chevrolet’s most 
popular full-size model through 
the mid-1980s. Between 1994 
and 1996, the Impala was revised 

as a 5.7-liter V8–powered version 
of the Chevrolet Caprice Classic 
sedan. 
The Impala name was fi rst used 
for the full-sized 1956 General 
Motors Motorama show car that 
bore Corvette-like design cues, 
especially the grille. It was named 
Impala after the graceful African 
antelope, and this animal became 
the car’s logo. Painted emerald 
green metallic, with a white interior, 
the Impala concept car featured 
hardtop styling. 
The Impala was introduced for the 
1958 model year as top of the line 
Bel Air hardtops and convertibles. 
From the windshield pillar rearward, 
the 1958 Bel Air Impala differed 
structurally from the lower-priced 
Chevrolet models. Hardtops had 
a slightly shorter greenhouse and 
longer rear deck. The wheelbase 
of the Impala was longer than the 

lower priced models, although 
the overall length was identical. 
Interiors held a two-spoke steering 
wheel and color-keyed door panels 
with brushed aluminum trim. No 
other series included a convertible. 
The 1958 Chevrolet models were 
longer, lower, and wider than its 
predecessors. The 1958 model 
year was the fi rst with dual 

headlamps. The tailfi ns of the
1957 were replaced by deeply
sculptured rear fenders. Impalas
had three taillights each side, while
lesser models had two and wagons
just one. The Impalas included
crossed-fl ag insignias above the
side moldings, as well as bright
rocker moldings and dummy rear-
fender scoops. 

The 1958 Chevy Bel Air Impala was BIG!

admirer                        
carnations                             
February
valentine                      
affection                               

bouquet
cupid                           
chocolates                             
friendship
greeting card               

romantic
roses                            
sweatheart
love                                       
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

Valentine’s Day is just around 
the corner. It means all the 
hearts, candies, and fl owers 

are in full swing. Valentine’s Day 
is known as the day of love. We 
shower our loved ones with gifts, 
meals, and cards, all expressing 
how we truly feel about them. 
I know God doesn’t send 
Valentine’s Day cards, but he did 
send us something that shows 
exactly how He feels about us. 
John 3:16 is arguably the most 
popular verse in all of scripture. 
Jesus said, «For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.» Can you imagine that 
kind of love? I don›t know if I can 
ever fully comprehend what God 
has done for us. He took a part of 
Himself and sent Him here to live 
with humans. Jesus left heaven, 

was tempted by the Devil, was 
beaten and killed all so you and 
I can spend eternal life with Him 
in Heaven. Can you imagine that 
kind of love!? He did that for you 
and me!

Sometimes I think we forget 
how much we are loved. I think 
we forget the lengths that Jesus 
went to make sure we can have 
hour sins wiped clean. I think 

we forget the suffering and pain 
Jesus endured to make sure we 
can be redeemed and forgiven. I 
don›t know why we forget such an 
amazing act of love, but we do. 
Every time we choose to sin...we 
forget Jesus› love. Every time we 
turn our backs on Him...we forget 
Jesus› love. Every time we choose 
the world...we forget Jesus› love. 
When Paul instructs husbands 
to love their wives in Ephesians 
5, he reminds them how we 
are supposed to love our wives. 
“Husbands, love your wives, just 
as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her to make 
her holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through the 
word” (Eph. 5:25-26). Husbands 
are to love their wives just like 
Christ loved the church. That 
means we sacrifi ce ourselves 
for our wives, we give up our 

wants and desires for the best 
interests of our spouse. But most 
importantly, our responsibility in 
loving our wife is to make sure 
they are cleansed and made holy. 
In other words, because we love 
our spouse, it’s our responsibility 
to get them to Heaven.
That’s exactly what Jesus has done 
for His people. Through His love, 
His death, and His resurrection, 
Jesus has cleansed us from the 
evils of this world and made us 
holy and clean. He has brought 
us into an everlasting relationship 
with God. He has prepared us a 
home in Heaven. 
I hope we never forget the love 
that Jesus has for us.  Take a mo-
ment today and remember what 
Jesus has done for us. Take a mo-
ment and thank Him for His amaz-
ing love and sacrifi ce, because 
without it, we would be hopeless.

The amazing love of Jesus
 by Kevin Harrington,

Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington 

SERVICES 

Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m. 

Worship  9:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes  5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday - Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Also, you can join us Sundays at 

9:30 a.m. on Facebook Live

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786 

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
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CALENDARCALENDAR
Feb. 14
Happy

Valentine’s
Day

Feb 15, 2020 -- Ghost 
H u n t / P a r a n o r m a l 
Investigation at Boneyard 
Antiques (100 South 
Jefferson Street in Athens) 
from 6:30PM-8:30PM with 
the Southern Ghost Girls 
Tours and Paranormal 
Investigation. Participated 
in the investigation - learn 
the history of the building 
and area and use real 
paranormal investigation 
equipment as the group 
searches for the source of 
reported activity. Admission: 
$25.00 (plus tax and fees) 
at Eventbrite

Feb 15, 2020 -- Valentine’s 
Banquet at New Life AG 
(16768 U.S. Highway 72 
in Athens) from 6:00PM-
8:00PM benefi ting the 
students of the Youth Ministry 
go to Youth Convention.  
Tickets: $15.00 per person; 
$5.00 per child.  For tickets: 
256-242-6119

Feb 17, 2020 --Vietnam 
Veterans Spaghetti Lunch 
(17915 W Elm St, Athens). 
Lunch is 11:00AM-1:00PM 
meal includes Spaghetti, 
Texas toast, salad or 
coleslaw, dessert and a 
beverage for $8.00. Eat in 
or take out.  All proceeds go 
to High School Scholarship. 
Delivery available within 
the City Limits.  Dinner is 
5:00PM-7:00PM. Shady 
Grady One Man Band 
performs at the dinner time.

Feb  21, 2020 -- Empty 
Bowls Luncheon at Revival 
(305 West Washington 
Street in Athens) from 
11:30AM-1:00PM benefi ting 
projects that address hunger 
in Athens and Limestone 
County inlcuding LCCI Food 
Bank and backpack projects 
like Full Tummy.  Tickets: 
$15.00 includes your choice 
of soup provided by local 
restaurants and a choice 
of hand-made pottery item 
to take home.   Ticket sales 
TBA

Feb 21, 2020 -- Plant 
Propagation Workshop 
with Limestone Co 
Extension Offi ce (1109 
West Market Street in 
Athens) from 10:00AM-
12:00PM covering how to 
start seeds and cutting for 
your Summer garden.  Each 
participant leaves witha 
tray of seeds and cuttings 
of 12 different varieties 
of tomatoes, peppers, 
and herbs.  Fee: $20.00   
Registration Required at 

Extension Offi ce: 256-232-
5510
Feb 22, 2020 -- Mardi Gras 
Festival with PrimeTime 
Basketball Academy 
(27881 Salem Minor Hill 
Road in Lester) starting 
at 11:00AM with piled-
high Crawfi sh ($20.00) or 
Shrimp ($25.00) plates that 
include Sausage, Potatoes, 
and Corn.  Additional 
concessions include drinks, 
shaved ice, King Cake, 
Hamburgers, and Hot 
Dogs.  Shotgun raffl e at 
4:00PM.  Money raised will 
help offset tournament fees.  
Reserve your Crawfi sh or 
Shrimp plates by calling 
256-206-6078.

Feb 25, 2020 -- Athens 
Mardi Gras Parade with 
a Purpose starting at 
High Cotton Arts (103 
West Washington Street 
in Athens) from 5:30PM-
7:00PM with a theme of 
“Fire Up the Night”.  Groups 
will have buggies decorated 

and will collect canned 
goods from spectators as 
they stroll the parade route 
from High Cotton Arts to
Marion Street and back.  
Collected items will be 
donate to LCCI Food Bank.  
The public is encouragedd 
to decorate umbrellas with 
battery operated lights and 
Mardi Gras colors and join 
the fun.  Kids can decorate 
their wagons, make crowns 
and enjoy free mask at
High Cotton from 5:30PM-
6:20PM.

Feb 26, 2020 --Way Down
in Alabam’: Finding Old-
Time Fiddlers and Their 
Tunes at the Athens-
Limestone Public Library 
(603 South Jefferson Street
in Athens) from 6:00PM-
7:00PM with Joyce and Jim 
Cauthen.

We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320

February
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North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

2311 Market Place SW, Suite E • Huntsville, AL 35801

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103

Fax | 256�585�6474

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.
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Keith Haney, of Tanner, another eight pointer.

Ed Jones having some fun to a sorry hunting season.
Use a set of antler sheds.

Josh Tribble, of Ardmore, nice buck.

Tazewell Phoenix, retired military, muzzleloader kill at
Redstone Arsenal. No doubt it will make the

Alabama whitetail records.

Late hunting
season

deer harvest



HORSE SENSE

Intelligence may be defi ned in 
many ways. If reasoning power 
is part of intelligence, the horse 

must be rated pretty low.  In fact 
all species below man have little 
or no reasoning power.  But man 
uses his reasoning power to justify 
his animal instincts.
However, if intelligence is rated However, if intelligence is rated 
by qualities such as retention by qualities such as retention 
(memory) and speed of learning, (memory) and speed of learning, 
then the then the horsehorse must be considered  must be considered 
extremely intelligent.extremely intelligent.  Its memory Its memory 
often exceeds ours and its speed often exceeds ours and its speed 
of learning is seven times faster of learning is seven times faster 
than ours.than ours.
If correct techniques are used, If correct techniques are used, 
desensitization to extremely desensitization to extremely 
frightening stimuli can often be frightening stimuli can often be 
observed within minutes.  But the observed within minutes.  But the 
key is correct techniques and time key is correct techniques and time 
spent and when should you quit. spent and when should you quit. 
We must remember, each time We must remember, each time 
we are with our horses we are we are with our horses we are 
teaching them something, right or teaching them something, right or 
wrong, we are infl uencing them in wrong, we are infl uencing them in 
some way. When we are with our some way. When we are with our 
horses we must THINK as a horse horses we must THINK as a horse 
does but fi rst we must understand does but fi rst we must understand 
and know how the horse thinks. and know how the horse thinks. 
Oftentimes, we anthropomorphize Oftentimes, we anthropomorphize 
our horses. Now there is a $10.00 our horses. Now there is a $10.00 
word. It simply means, putting word. It simply means, putting 
human thoughts and values in human thoughts and values in 
an animal’s action, and since we an animal’s action, and since we 
are speaking about horses here, are speaking about horses here, 
putting human thoughts and putting human thoughts and 
values in our horses’ actions and values in our horses’ actions and 
it doesn’t work.it doesn’t work.
 To help your horse learn correctly  To help your horse learn correctly 
you must learn techniques or you must learn techniques or 
concepts, such as condition concepts, such as condition 
responses, counter-conditioning, responses, counter-conditioning, 
and establishing ourselves as a and establishing ourselves as a 
herd leader herd leader withoutwithout the use of  the use of 
violence, instead using subtle violence, instead using subtle 
control of movement.  The reason control of movement.  The reason 
these techniques work so swiftly these techniques work so swiftly 
is not only because they are is not only because they are 
appropriate teaching methods, appropriate teaching methods, 
but also because the horse learns but also because the horse learns 

with such a remarkable speed. with such a remarkable speed. 
Again, an animal that has evolved Again, an animal that has evolved 
by using its survival behavior of by using its survival behavior of 
sprinting away from perceived sprinting away from perceived 
danger must be a fast learner. The danger must be a fast learner. The 
slow learners were the fi rst to be slow learners were the fi rst to be 
eaten.eaten.
Horses seem to remember Horses seem to remember 
every experience in life and they every experience in life and they 
categorize each experience categorize each experience 
as something to tolerate with as something to tolerate with 
indifference (because it is indifference (because it is 
harmless), or something to run harmless), or something to run 
away from.                                                    away from.                                                    
Are you something your horse Are you something your horse 
should run away from?  Do you should run away from?  Do you 
have to resort to treats or a bucket have to resort to treats or a bucket 
of grain to get your horse to come of grain to get your horse to come 
to you?  If so, the horse is in love to you?  If so, the horse is in love 
with the treat of grain and using with the treat of grain and using 
you to get the grain, instead of you to get the grain, instead of 
wanting to be with you.wanting to be with you.
Do you hide the halter behind Do you hide the halter behind 
your back when you are trying to your back when you are trying to 
catch your horse? HAHA, we’re catch your horse? HAHA, we’re 
not fooling our horse because not fooling our horse because 
we are being sneaky and direst. we are being sneaky and direst. 
What is usually sneaky and direct What is usually sneaky and direct 
to a point of stalking? Predators!! to a point of stalking? Predators!! 
So, we just became the hunting So, we just became the hunting 
predator and horses are very predator and horses are very 
alert to that. Alert to the predatory alert to that. Alert to the predatory 
‘Action’ not the predator itself..‘Action’ not the predator itself..
Well, I can tell you, the best deal Well, I can tell you, the best deal 
is to have our horse want to catch is to have our horse want to catch 
us. Have it want to be with us.us. Have it want to be with us.

We need to learn how, for our We need to learn how, for our 
horse’s sake and ours. You will be horse’s sake and ours. You will be 
glad you did.glad you did.
Why not start a relationship with Why not start a relationship with 
your horse?your horse?
The main ingredient in a relation-The main ingredient in a relation-

ship is trust and then and only ship is trust and then and only
then can a partnership begin.then can a partnership begin.

Jim SwannerJim Swanner
13124 Carter Road13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.comwww.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through Enjoying Horses through 

CommunicationCommunication

256.874.6781256.874.6781

Host ‘All About Horses’ radioHost ‘All About Horses’ radio

Host ‘All About Horses’ TV Host ‘All About Horses’ TV 

View at https://www.facebook.View at https://www.facebook.
com/jimswannermedia/com/jimswannermedia/

President President 
Alabama Horse CouncilAlabama Horse Council

Owner K-I-N StablesOwner K-I-N Stables
Horse Boarding FacilityHorse Boarding Facility

 “The Faster Learner”
Seven times faster than humans!

 by Jim Swanner
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Curtis Glass
Realtor®

256-431-6820

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

PRODUCERS Million $ Club

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Paula Phillips
Realtor®

256-777-4916

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Christie Bennett
Associate Broker/ Realtor®

256-771-3744

BreAnna Kuykendall
Realtor®

256-777-1841

Guy Fry
Realtor®/ Auctioneer

256-337-0639

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

6400 Snake Road - Athens - $799,900 - MLS#1095101 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370414 Fire Tower Road - Grant - $600,000 - MLS#1130671 - Missy DeGroff , 256-508-8432

19025 Holt Road - Elkmont - $169,000
MLS#1135560 - Linda Toone, 256-777-1069

0 Menefee Road - E. Limestone - $200,900
MLS#1135882 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

PENDING!
PENDING!

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Missey DeGroff 
Realtor®

256-508-8432

James Phillips
Associate Broker/ Realtor® 

256-656-2370

Licensed in Tennessee and Alabama
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

15035 Cannon Road - Elkmont - $79,900
MLS#1108513 -Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

203 Ridgelawn - Athens - $311,000
MLS#1129097 -Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

22457 Sharp Road - Ardmore - $79,900
MLS#1126385 - Leonel White, 256-337-3165

19269 Highway 127 - Elkmont - $198,000
MLS#1124366 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

23334 St. John Road - $293,000
MLS#1134394 - Paula Phillips, 256-777-4916

15168 Kings Drive - Athens - $209,900
MLS#1133025 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

24686 Richmond Drive - Athens - $389,000
MLS#1127610 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

23276 St. John Road - $285,000
MLS#1133617 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

23258 St. John Road - $364,000
MLS#1133743 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

20401 Cox Road - Clements - $85,000
MLS#1132643 - Allyson Davis, 256-508-6782

33388 Alabama Highway 99 - Anderson - $72,000
MLS#1114978 - Paula Phillips, 256-777-4916

DUPLEX
DUPLEX

APTS!
APTS!

SOLD
SOLD

21873 Alabama Hwy. 99 - W. Limestone - $279,900
MLS#1132950 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

1309 Aston Street - Athens - $169,900
MLS#1132792 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

12641 Grigsby Ferry Road - W. Limestone - $279,900
MLS#1132674 - Christie Bennett, 256-771-3744

29630 W. Myers Road - W. Limestone - $105,000
MLS#1128757 - Linda Tooone, 256-777-1069

19155 Tammy Leigh Drive - W. Limestone - $360,000
MLS#1128396 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

17492 Spring View Drive - Athens - $319,000
MLS#1108827 - Heather Green,256-874-1147

17930 Alabama Hwy. 251 - Athens - $89,900
MLS#1127674 - Guy Fry, 256-337-0639

22196 Chickasaw Drive - Athens - $294,900
MLS#1129741 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

1419 5th Avenue - Athens - $175,000
MLS#1132292 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

SOLD
SOLD

PENDING!
PENDING!

311 Happy Hollow Drive - Florence - $319,900
MLS#1080710 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256-431-7916

LA
N

D
 L

IS
TI

N
G

S 0 Hwy 207 - Rogersville
$17,900 - MLS#1116261
County Line Road - Scottsboro
$84,900 - MLS#1113125
0 Wiley Ayers Road - Grant
$112,000 - MLS#1111946

4524 County Road 76 - Florence
$136,500 - MLS#1130310
414 Fire Tower Road - Grant
$600,000 - MLS#1130671 
00 Sulphur Creek Drive - Elkmont
$20,000 - MLS#1130069

Box Street - Athens
$55,000 - MLS#1132949
Elkton Street - Athens
$94,000 - MLS#1132884
7180 Hwy 207 - Florence (Commercial)
MLS#1135705 - James Phillips
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Tips for moving into your New Home
Buying a new home and moving 
in is a very exciting time but can 
also be a very stressful process. 
There are a lot of important dates, 
paperwork, and vocabulary that 
will be thrown around on a regular 
basis. With all the confusion, it is 
easy to forget about the tasks you 
need to get done for your upcoming 
move. We have compiled a list of 
tasks to remember for your big day. 
These are tasks for after you work 
out all of the money situation and 
fi nish up the closing paperwork 
and get the keys.
Set up your utilities: Start service 
for your electricity, water, and gas 
for the day you move in. Don’t 
forget to stop service at your old 
residence.
Connect TV and Internet: Almost 
as important as the electricity 
these days, don’t forget to set 
up your cable and internet. It is 
important to set up your internet 
as soon as possible to be able to 
get work done at your new space.
Schedule movers/truck: Setting 
a date to move and scheduling 
movers (or enlisting friends - with 
payment in food and drinks), can 
help lift a huge weight off your 

shoulders. Having a lot of people 
to help will decrease the risk of 
injury and make moving day go by 
a lot faster.
Pest control: While pest control 
is not mandatory for your fi rst day 
in the house, it is important to 
contact a pest control service and 
schedule a visit for your house as 
soon as possible. The last thing you 
want is ants or roaches scurrying 
around your living space.
Paint the house: If you are moving 
into an existing house (not a new 
build) you may want to paint the 
walls. Depending on the previous 
owner, if the walls are scuffed and 
stained, painting them can make 
it feel new and clean. If possible, 
paint the house before you move 
in because it is much easier to 
paint without having to move 
furniture.
Cleaning: After painting, before 
moving in, get the house 
professionally cleaned. Cleaning 
the house will help freshen it up 
and give it that new house feel.
Change your locks: When buying 
a new house, you never know who 
has or had keys to the house. It 

is always a good safety measure 
to install new door locks before 
moving into your new house to 
ensure you know exactly who has 
keys to your property.
Schedule any urgent housing 
repairs: If there were any issues 
brought up on the inspection, 
schedule a contractor to get 
into the house and fi x the issues 
before they become worse.
Carbon monoxide/smoke detector: 
If your house does not have carbon 
monoxide or smoke detectors, 
immediately get to the store to get 
detectors. Do not spend a night 
in your new house without these 
detectors. If detectors are in the 
house, put new batteries in the 
detectors and test them using the 

function on the device.
Air fi lters: Change your air fi lters 
when you move into your new
house. Clean air fi lters will help
clean the air in your new house,
as well as, keep your HVAC in tip-
top shape.
Update your address: Once you
have moved in, be sure to have
your mail redirected to your new
address and update friends, 
family, and businesses of your 
new address. It is important that
all of your mail goes to your new
house and not the company in
your old house.
Follow this checklist to help
relieve some of the stress of 
moving. Once you are moved into 
your new home, you will want to 
meet your neighbors. It is great to 
start forming connections in the 
neighborhood to help with home
projects, security, and home
advice. After getting all moved
in, it’s your time to decorate and 
make your new house feel like
home. A new home is a fresh
canvas to decorate with pictures
and furniture with your own
personal twist.
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Today’s modern family 
wants to combine old 
with new.  We love the 

traditional farmhouse style but 
want a new and modern twist 
on the designs.  Homes are our 
retreats, our havens.  We want 
today’s homes to be our sanctuary 
with as many comforts as we can 
have. Lonnie Dale Subdivision 
and CGS Construction homes 
provide just that. 

The contemporary style on the 
farmhouse design invites warmth, 
easy living, and tradition to the 
exterior of the homes.  We want 
to harken back to the simpler 
days when families gathered 
in the open kitchen and living 

room.  Yet, we want the modern 
conveniences of today.  Lonnie 
Dale offers that.

The designs are chic and energy 
effi cient on the outside, but 
roomy and family centered on the 
inside.  Energy effi cient windows 
and doors, along with natural gas 
tankless water heaters and hardy 
board exteriors are just the ticket 
for today’s energy conscious 
families.

The easy breezy open fl oor plans 
are made for entertaining and 
family get togethers. Exquisite 
interiors with custom details 
are just what modern families 
with active lifestyles desire. 
Master bedrooms with exquisite 

master baths offer you a sanctum 
from today’s hustle and bustle.  
Indoor-outdoor living is the 
ticket with a porch… or two…. 
Or three, depending on the plan.

Attention to detail has always 

been a staple of the CGS 
Construction ethic. They bring
this attribute to every home they
build. Lonnie Dale is excited to
partner with CGS Construction
to bring beautiful, innovative, and
quality homes to our subdivision. 

The Old Becomes New Again at
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