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Happy New Year!

Big Cats From Wheeler Lake

Congratulations to Steven Shugart and Vinnie Southiere for winning the catfi sh tournament on Wheeler Lake this past week-
end. They had a total weight of more than 215 pounds that included 94.92 and 92.40 pound blues. They were the fi rst team to 
weigh-in.                                                                                     Photo credit to Ron Presley, Editor, Senior Writer, Catfi shNOW Digital Magazine
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I was walking the sidewalks of 
downtown Athens recently and 
that got me to thinking how things 

have changed over the years.
I grew up on a cotton farm in north-
ern Limestone County, and back 
then a farmer and his family did 
not see town until Saturday. That 
was the way it was for me and my 
family.
It’s hard to forget those days, es-
pecially on Saturdays when we 
loaded up the old Bel-Air Chevy 
and rode to town. Of course back 
then my parents were afraid to 
drive downtown so we parked on 
North Jefferson Street at about 
where Pryor Street is now and 
walked to the Limestone County 
Courthouse Square.
The stores that were popular 
back then are gone now. Let’s 
see, there was Ben Jaffe’s, Earl 
King’s, Stanley King’s, Cato’s, Gil-

bert Drug (where I later worked), 
and the ever-popular Five-And-
Dime store. On the south side of 
the square there was Smith’s, 
and Bennett’s and David Lee’s. All 
were very popular back in the day.
I loved to take some of my cotton 
money from time to time and buy 
new duds such as jeans and shirts 
for courting. A new outfi t on Saturday 
night looked good on us farmers.

And, back then, the downtown 
area was crowded on Saturdays, 
especially during the summer, 
with shoppers. Shopping centers 
were rare, making the downtown 
stores attractive to county folks.
We loved to go shopping, then 
drop by the drug stores - Gilbert 
Drug and Limestone Drug - for a 
Cherry Coke or cone of ice cream. 
Then it was on to the Ritz Theater 

for a Saturday movie with my fa-
ther and brother. I can’t think of the 
name of the little cafe that used to
sit just south of the Ritz, but they
had some of the best hamburgers 
and chicken stew you could ever
ask for.
That all made for a full day on Sat-
urday in downtown Athens. Those 
times were joyful and hard to forget.

Downtown Athens way back when
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Refl ections from 2019



By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

The catfi sh anglers took to 
Wheeler Lake in search of 
the heaviest catfi sh the lake 

has to offer. Wheeler has become 
one of the best catfi sh lakes in 
the country. Each year the Winters 
Blues Tournament trails start the 
season on Wheeler out of Ingalls 
Harbor, Decatur AL. The Tennes-
see River has been high and swift 
due to the abundance of Decem-
ber rainfall.
The heavy current plus being 
muddy and cold-water tempera-
tures can prove challenging even 
for the best anglers. The tourna-
ment was scheduled for Saturday, 
Jan.4th, but rescheduled to Sun-
day, Jan.5th because of weather. 
Boat teams use advance elec-
tronics to locate catfi sh hot spots. 
Skip Jack baitfi sh is used to hook 
up with a bottom dwelling big cat-
fi sh. Catfi sh over 100 pounds have 
been taken out of Wheeler.  Only 2 
fi sh  34 inches or longer can make 
up the 5 fi sh limit. The big fi sh are 
taken care of and released back 
into the lake 
after the weigh in. These big fi sh 
are responsible for repopulat-
ing the lake with fi ngerlings. The 
Browns Ferry area is a favorite 
location for locating catfi sh. The 
discharge pipe line provides a cur-
rent break for the cats to hold be-
low waiting on a free meal to wash 
by.
Fishing equipment must be up 
sized to fi ght and land these 
big catfi sh. Salt water rods with 
100-pound braid and special cir-
cle hooks are the tackle of choice. 
The angler has to have endurance 
to fi ght the fi sh 
sometimes lasting 20 minutes or 
longer. The blue cat can rip off 
drag and put up a good fi ght on a 
rod and reel.
The tournament weigh-in is an en-
tertaining event. The fi shermen 
hoist the fi sh into the air to display
their size. Teams are made up of 
male and female anglers. Fishing 
teams participate from several 
states across the country to com-

pete in the tournament. 
Wheeler offers conditions that 
support a habitat for catfi sh like 
plenty of baitfi sh, deep water, and 
good current fl ow. Miles of rock 
and gravel shoreline provide ideal 
spawn locations for all species of 
fi sh.
The big catfi sh brought in on Sun-

day were impressive and upheld 
the reputation of Wheeler as a 
good lake for giant catfi sh.  
Fish were weighed in ASAP and re-
turned to the lake. The fi sh were 
healthy looking and in good con-
dition.  Cold water helps the fi sh 
survive in a live well. The health 
of the fi sh is a top priority of the 

anglers and tournament direc-
tor. Enjoyed seeing the weigh-in 
and looking forward to seeing the 
tournament trail return to Wheel-
er Lake.

Page 4                                                                        THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                           January 10, 2020

Winter Blues Catfi sh Tournament 2020

Kevin Benson from Providence, Kentucky
had a total weight of 106.95 pounds.

Jared from Alabama and Josh from Missis-
sippi had a total weight of 100.76 pounds.

Malinda and Brian Folsom from Georgia
 with their catch.

Lonnie and Dawn Fountain from Ranger, 
Georgia holding a 75 pound catfi sh.

Todd Anderson and Adam McDaniel
from West Virginia.

Jackson and Mike Mitchell from Russellville, 
with a total weight of 102.30 pounds.
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256-497-0027

Beautiful waterfalls from all the recent rains at the Bankhead National Forest.          Photos by Ed Jones
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By Danny Johnson
Staff Writer

Taking the metal detector to 
the fi eld is a past time that 
my son, Jonathan, and I 

share. After hunting season ends, 
it’s a good opportunity to explore 
old home sites in search of arti-
facts. My favorite items to fi nd are 
old coins. Indian head pennies 
and mercury dimes are my favor-
ite. My son likes to fi nd mini balls 
from the Civil War era.
The excitement of digging up 
an object after the detector has 
sounded a good signal is what 
keeps us motivated. Jonathan has 
found a gun part from an 1860 
Colt cap and ball pistol. Rusty 
farm tools are a common fi nd. 
Jewelry is a target many hunters 
focus on at the beach.
Always ask permission before go-
ing on private property. Without 
permission you can be arrested for 
trespassing. Another obligation is 
to replace the dirt or grass in the 
holes you dig. I have a friend who 
found a class ring and was able to 
get it back to the owner.
The ring was lost for 30 years. 
Most treasure hunters are willing 
to help people fi nd lost objects. 
Keys and rings get lost frequent-
ly and it’s a good feeling to return 
valued items to the owner.
The metal detectors have seen 
advancements in the area of dis-
crimination features. Most junk 
metal can be tuned out and pre-
vent a lot of useless digging. An-

other must tool of a treasure hunt-
er is a pin pointer detector. This is 
a hand held detector for probing 
in the hole for looking for an ob-
ject. 
Civil War belt buckles are trea-
sures hunters would be honored 
to fi nd. There are several Civil 
War battle sites around North Ala-
bama and Southern TN.  Elkmont 
has rich history going back to the 
Civil War.
I just enjoy looking for things that 
have been lost for many years. I 
give the landowner anything they 
want to keep. The fun to me is the 
act of fi nding lost things.      

Treasure Hunting

Treasure hunter Jonathan Johnson with a fi nd.

Civil War era mini ball found 
in 8 inches of dirt.

Antique ax head recover from a old home site.
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AREAS OF PRACTICE:

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
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FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

Jefferson Street at Green Street

Athens, AL 35611

256-232-1130

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
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• Personal Injury
- Automobile Accidents

- Workman’s Compensation

- 18-Wheeler Accidents

- Products Liability

• Social Security Disability

• General Law
- Litigation

- Corporate and LLC Formations

- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance

- Landlord — Tenant Matters

- Real Property Issues

• Family Law
- Divorce

- Guardianship

- Custody

- Wills and Probate

James M. Corder

jcorder@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

Mitch Shelly

mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen

zburgreen@acpbs.com



By Danny Johnson

I have seen some pictures of some 
trophy bucks harvested around 
Christmas this year. The mild 

and wet weather has created a 
problem patterning for a big buck 
this season. The North Alabama 
rut seemed to be later this year 
than normal. I have seen less deer 
feeding on acorns this fall. 
The abundance of feeders 
spreading corn on many farms 
might have altered the food 
preference. I have seen deer show 
up at a feeder waiting for it to 
disperse its food. Deer are smart 
animals and soon learn how to lick 
corn off the spinner plate on the 
automatic feeders. Raccoons are 
in hog heaven snatching shelled 
corn from a feeder. 
Well, as the saying goes,  ‘it is what 
it is.’  We keep on hunting and I 
am grateful to say the deer herd 
appears to be healthy and no sign 
of disease where I hunt. My hunting 

buddy and I pass on several bucks 
each year.   
A buck needs to reach 3.5 to 5 years 
old to have a chance to develop 
a good set of antlers. Hunters 
who have property that is isolated 
from humans can grow bigger 
bucks. With the housing boom this 
property is getting hard to fi ne. 
Houses are going up everywhere. 
Farm land is being butchered up 
and turned into subdivisions at 

an alarming rate. Land needs to 
be set aside and designated for 
our wildlife. Bankhead Forest is 
a wonderful area for wildlife to 
fl ourish and be enjoyed by hikers. 
Jackson County has a lot of large 
tracks of forest land to provide 
habitats for game animals. 
Public land  is needed for our 
youth to have a place to hunt and 
enjoy the sport. The conservation 
department schedules a youth 
hunt each fall that draws a lot of 
our youth and parents. This day 
of spending in the fi eld is great 

for the kids and parents. Hunting 
and fi shing is an outdoors sport 
that creates an interest and
inspires learning adventures in the
wonderful outdoors. 
A safe shooting range would also 
be an asset to hunters for teaching
gun safety. We need a range that 
is open to the public year round.
Clay target shooting has become a 
competition sport around the area.
Have a safe and wonderful New 
Year.    
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Big bucks harvested in late season

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

A Tennessee buck harvested
later in the season.

Sammy Anderson with a trophy Tennessee buck.

Ronnie Robison with a wide spread antler buck.
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SIDEKICK!
MEET YOUR NEW

Ask About Low-Rate 
Financing Deals!

Powerful 48 HP Gas Engine
Durable CVT Plus Transmission
Electronic Power Steering
4 Great Colors: Black, Kubota 
Orange, Green & Camo!

RTV-XG850 Sidekick

7809 US HWY 31 S
TANNER, AL 35671

256-232-9115
HRAGRIPOWER.COM

For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s 
manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are based on various standards or recommended practices.



On New Year’s Day, Mama 
would have a special lunch 
we looked forward to each 

year. The meal consisted of turnip 
greens cooked with a piece of 
fat back pork, black-eyed peas, 
stewed potatoes and a big pone 
of corn bread. This meal had a 
‘mojo’ that was said to bring good 
luck and money throughout the 
New Year.
We never missed this tradition. The 
greens were especially good this 
year. After papa offered grace and 
thanked the Lord for our blessings 
the previous year, we dug in. I 
was hoping for some squirrel 
and dumplings this year, but they 
didn’t make the menu. For dessert 
Mama made 2 chocolate pies. 
Papa would use the meal to 
share his vision of the upcoming 
year. Much of the conversation 
was about the farm plans for 
the upcoming year. He often had 
made deals with landowners to 
take in more land to farm. Humpy 
would ask, “Do you think we got 
the help to work 60 more acres of 
cotton?”   Papa always answered, 
“Don’t worry about the mule just 
load the wagon.”  Dalton answered 
one New Year’s Day, “This mule is 
getting pretty tired.” 
Dalton had heard of good jobs 
that paid better than farming in 
Nashville Tenn.  Dalton was close 
to the family and never considered 
moving away from his family. Papa 

spoke up and said,  “I am going to 
try to pay more money to you guys 
if the crops do well.  If we get the 
rain, the new land is bottomland 
and will make over a bale of cotton 
per acre.” 
We had switched over to tractors 
and had a B and C Farmall. The 
machine allowed a lot more work 
to be completed in a day’s time. 
We were glad to see the mules 
replaced by tractors.  Riding was 
a lot better than following a mule 
from daylight to dark. 
The mules had to be cared for 
which took another hour out of 
your daylight. The harness took 
a while to  put on the mules. The 
tractor could plow 2 rows at a time.

The Farmall was very useful 
around a farm. They had a fl ywheel 
where a belt could be used to pull 
a cut off saw. The saw was used to 
cut up fence posts and fi rewood. 
Papa said the bank was willing to 
loan as much money as we need 
to put the crop in.  Papa knew you 
had to be careful putting your farm 
land up as collateral because he 
had seen farmers lose their land 
to the bank if the crop failed. Many 
farms were taken over in bad 
crop years. The bankers required  
mules, wagon, land and about 
everything you owned for security 
for the loan. 
Landowners and farm families 
would sharecrop to put a crop in. 

Landowners would provide the
land and a house for the share 
croppers to live in. Most farmers 
just got one year to the next. They 
could provide the essentials for 
survival, but very little opportunity 
to save any money.
Land was passed down from one 
generation to another. Life was
hard, but people endured and
wanted a better future for their 
kids. An education was the only
way out for the working class.
Papa would say, “Where there is a 
will, there is a way.” He said, “Hard
work never killed anybody.”
     

New Year’s Day Lunch
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee
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DEB’S Delights

4 chicken breasts
1 can Cream of Chicken soup
2 cans (15 oz)  White beans
  (Great Northern Beans)
1 cup chopped onions
1 can chopped, green chilies
2 cans White shoe peg Corn
1-2 cloves minced garlic
Salt and pepper to taste
2 tsp. ground cumin
1/4 cup oil
Shredded cheddar cheese,
  optional

Cook the chicken in 2  1/2 cups 
water.  Remove chicken, cool and 
cut up.  Save the broth.
Saute’ the onion and garlic in the 
oil.  Add to the broth with all other 
ingredients and cook (simmer) for 
2 hours.
Place in bowls and top with 
shredded cheese if desired.

by Debra Johnson

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

White Chicken Chili Recipe
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by Flo Doughty

Eli’s Block Party Childhood 
Cancer Foundation kicks 
off 2020 preparing for its 

spring car show set for March 
21 at Bethel Church of Christ 
in Athens, Alabama. The event 
raises money for the foundation 
which supports the research of Dr. 
Gregory Friedman at Children’s of 
Alabama.
The open show features both 
judged and cruise-in parking for 
participants, plus food by Smokin’ 
Box Barbecue, vendors and music.
The Mustang Man, Joseph Scott 
will be at the mic giving away 
prizes for registered participants. 
Trophies in 20 categories will be 
awarded, including Sponsor’s 
Choice and this year’s featured 
category MOPAR.
A local cancer kid will choose his 
or her favorite for the event’s top 
trophy, Headlight Hero’s Choice. 
Registered participants may enter 
the Exhaust Explosion contest 
being judged by Kris Walker of 
ROUSH Racing and David Sharp 
with Sharp Sound. Sponsorships 
are now available. 
“We are excited about the direction 
and growth of this show and how 
the car enthusiasts respond to it. 
It’s a generous and caring group 
for our cause and they bring some 
fantastic vehicles to show,” said 
Kristie Williams, Eli’s Block Party 
Founder.
The foundation, established in 
memory of Eli Williams who fought 
brain cancer for almost six years, 
works all year to raise money for 
a specifi c research work. This 
year, the foundation is once again 
supporting Friedman who is the 
principal investigator for the fi rst-
ever pediatric trial of HSV G207 
in children with recurrent or 
progressive brain cancers. F
or this trial, the Herpes virus (HSV), 
which typically causes cold sores, 

has been engineered to be safe 
for normal cells but can infect and 
kill cancer cells and stimulate the 
patient’s own immune system to 
attack the tumor providing a one-
two punch at killing tumor cells.
To maximize the benefi t of 
this therapy, his lab focuses 
on determining mechanisms 
of therapeutic re-sistance by 
exploring the role of tumor 
genotype, phenotype, and micro-
environment; and cellular defense 
mechanisms so that newer 
viruses, novel combinations, and 
unique routes of virus delivery 
may be developed to circumvent 
resistance mechanisms. 
For more information about Eli’s 
Block Party or to donate, please 
visit www.elisblockparty.org. 

Eli’s Block Party
7th Annual Spring Car Show Set
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Now in it’s 31st year, the 
Annual Dog Ball benefi ting 
the Greater Huntsville 

Humane Society (GHHS) will be 
hosted at the Von Braun Center 
South Hall on Saturday, February 
8, 2020. This year’s theme: BARK 
AVENUE. During the event, GHHS 
will present 50 Very Important 
Dogs (VIDs) from across our 
community — some of whom are 
looking for their furever home 
and will be available for adoption. 
Every dog has a unique story which 
is shared as they each take to the 
runway to strut their stuff. If your 
dog is a VID that deserves a stroll 
down the red carpet, make sure 
to get your spot reserved today as 
VID spots are limited.
The evening begins at 5:45 PM 
with a social hour that gives guests 
time to make silent auction bids, 
meet the cutest fur babies there 
ever were, and enjoy the company 
of friends from across North Ala-
bama. This year’s silent auction 
includes many dog-related items, 
fi ne jewelry, local art, trips, animal 
portraits, veterinary services, and 
much more. A “live” auction will 
give guests an opportunity to win 

tickets to the 2020 Westminster 
Dog Show and a VISA card for trip 
expenses. A sit-down dinner and 

the Very Important Dog runway pre-
sentation will close out the night.
Individual and group tickets are 

available as well as sponsorship 
opportunities and tables to show 
your support for animals in need. All 
proceeds benefi t the GHHS whose 
mission is to further the humane 
care and treatment of animals and
provide adoption services for un-
wanted and homeless animals.  
“The Dog Ball helps provide crit-
ical funding that enables GHHS
to offer such programs and ser-
vices as healthcare and food to 
low-income households, humane 
education and outreach, and a 
safe place for homeless pets to 
fi nd their forever homes,” stated 
Anne Caldwell, GHHS CEO. “This 
fun-fi lled, elegant evening is con-
sistently our largest fundraiser –
even after all these years!”
For additional information about 
the DOG BALL including tickets,
VID registration, sponsorship op-
portunities, donations, and silent
auction items, visit www.thedog-
ball.org or call GHHS at 256-881-
8081. Please remember, this is
typically a sold out event so make 
plans now to attend.  We hope to 
see you there!
About the Dog Ball
The Dog Ball, the largest annual
fundraiser for GHHS, is an exciting 
and enjoyable event that benefi ts
the Humane Society’s animal
shelter by helping to defray
expenses incurred in the care 
of animals in need. With more
than 800 guests in attendance,
the event brings in well over 
$100,000 that is used to care and 
fi nd homes for some of our area’s 
abused and neglected animals.

31st Annual Dog Ball
To Benefi t the Greater Huntsville Humane Society



VALLEY POOLS
O F  M A D I S O N

Come see us to make sure 
your pool is closed properly

7445 Hwy 72 W Madison

We are now back to our winter hours! 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

10:00am - 4:30pm 
Closed on Wednesday and Saturday

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!
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The 1965 GTO was the muscle 
car that gave birth to the 
entire idea of putting large 

displacement engines in mid 
size cars. But unlike some other 
stripped down, no frills muscle 
cars, the GTO did it with class, 
fl air, and stylish good looks.
The GTO is an automobile that 
was manufactured by American 
automobile manufacturer Pontiac 
from the 1964 to 1974 model 
years, and by GM’s subsidiary 
Holden in Australia from the 2004 
to 2006 model years. 
The fi rst generation of the GTO 
was a muscle car produced in the 
1960s and the 1970s. Although 
there were muscle cars introduced 
earlier than the GTO, the Pontiac 
GTO is considered by some to 
have started the trend with all four 
domestic automakers offering a 
variety of competing models. 

For the 1964 and 1965 model 
years, the GTO was an optional 
package on the intermediate-
sized Pontiac LeMans. The 1964 
GTO vehicle identifi cation number 
started with 82, while the 1965 

GTO VIN started with 237. The 
GTO became a separate model 
from 1966 to 1971 (VIN 242...). 
It became an optional package 
again for the 1972 and 1973 
intermediate LeMans. For 1974, 

the GTO optional package was
offered on the compact-sized
Ventura. 
The GTO was selected as the Motor
Trend Car of the Year in 1968.

The 1965 Pontiac GTO was a classic

calendar            
January             
tradition 
holiday              
sparklers          

parade
midnight           
music               
newyearseve
celebration        

countdown       
fi recrackers
gathering          
noisemaker       
resolution
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

It’s hard to believe we are already 
in the new year. By now, you have 
probably set resolutions and 

goals that you hope to accomplish 
throughout this next year. January 
17 has become known as “Ditch 
New Year’s Resolution Day.” 
Studies have shown that a large 
number of people can’t even make 

it three weeks into their goals and 
resolutions. Fortunately, there 
is nothing inherently wrong with 
giving up on those resolutions 
you set at the beginning of the 
year. However, if your goals and 
resolutions were spiritual in 

nature, then allow me to give you 
some advice to not “ditch” your 
resolutions. 
How are your goals and resolutions 
going? Are you still on track? If 
you’ve already given up, it’s time 
to get going again. Just because 
you’ve fallen down, doesn’t mean 
you can’t get back up. Solomon 

wrote, “For  a righteous man falls 
seven times, he rises again, but 
the wicked stumble in time of 
calamity” (Proverbs 24:16).
I am not saying that you are 
wicked if you have already fallen 
off of your resolutions, but I do 

want to draw your attention to 
the fi rst part of that proverb. Even 
the righteous will fall down. Godly 
people aren’t perfect. We need 
help and we need motivation. We 
stumble and we sin. It’s easy to 
give up when things get tough. But 
the righteous man doesn’t stay 
down when he falls. He continued 
to rise again. 
The number seven in the Bible 
is symbolic of completion. The 
proverb is not keeping track of 
how many times a person falls, 
instead it’s trying to show us that 
even though he has completely 
fallen down (over and over again), 
there is no reason to not get back 
up and get back to work. 
Have you already stumbled 
on your New Year’s goals and 
resolutions? Stumbling doesn’t 
mean failure. You can still get 
back on track. If you’re spiritually 

off track, you have a God who is 
full of mercy, grace, and love. 
Talk to Him today and ask Him 
for strength to keep going! It’s a 
long year ahead of us and we are 
just getting started. Get back up 
and keep going! We aren’t even a 
month into the New Year; it’s not 
time to ditch those resolution yet. 
If you fi nd yourself needing a little 
extra encouragement, go ahead 
and say this prayer to yourself 
right now:
Dear Lord, thank you for a new 
year. Please help us stay on track 
spiritually and remember that you 
are the source of our strength 
and courage. Help us when we 
stumble. Be there to pull us up. 
Thank you for your love, mercy, 
and grace. Amen.

Don’t Ditch the Resolutions
 by Kevin Harrington,

Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington 

SERVICES 

Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m. 

Worship  9:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes  5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday - Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Also, you can join us Sundays at 

9:30 a.m. on Facebook Live

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786 

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
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CALENDARCALENDAR
Jan 9 - 11, 2020 -- Alabama 
Kentucky Long Rifl e Show at 
Joe Wheeler State Park (4401 
McLean Drive in Rogersville, AL) 
featuring antique rifl es and guns- 
pre-1865 non-cartridge.  Vendors 
will have displays starting in 
afternoon on Thursday, January 
9.  Open to the public: 9:00AM-
3:00PM.   Share and show your 
antique rifl e, muzzleloader, or 
other non-cartridge pre-1865 
fi rearm.  Admission: $10.00 adult 
16 and up; 16 and under free.
Jan 12, 2020 -- 15th Annual 
Hunter Bauer Memorial Blood 
Drive at First Baptist Athens 
(201 East Hobbs Street in 
Athens) from 12:00PM-5:00PM 
in the Family Life Center/Gym.  
The drive honors local Athens 
Middle School student, Hunter 
Bauer, who died in December 
2004 from MRSA (Methicillian-
resistant Staphylococcus Aureus).  
Every donations made in your 
community stays within your 
local hospitals.   Reserved slots 
available at LifeSouth.org
Jan 18, 2020 -- Make-A-Bowl 
Day for Empty Bowls Project at 
the Potter’s Hand at the First 
Presbyterian Church on the Square 
(112 South Jefferson Street in 
Athens) from 9:30AM-11:00AM.  
Lend your hands and creativity to 
help make at least 2 bowls - one 
for the February 21st Empty Bowls 
Project Luncheon and the second 
for you to take.  Come back 
February 2 and glaze your bowls.  
Potter’s Hands regulars will be 
there to help you along the way.
Jan 18, 2020 -- Ghost Hunt/
Paranormal Investigation at 
Boneyard Antiques (100 South 
Jefferson Street in Athens) from 
6:30PM-8:30PM with the Southern 
Ghost Girls Tours and Paranormal 
Investigation.  Participated in the 
investigation - learn the history 
of the building and area and use 
real paranormal investigation 
equipment as the group searches 
for the source of reported activity.  

Admission: $25.00 (plus tax and 
fees) at Eventbrite
Jan 18, 2020 -- Chicken Stew and 
More Benefi t for the Hatchett 
Family at Machine’s MachineShop 
(24660 Pleasant Hill Road in 
Ardmore, TN) starting at 12:00PM 
with Chicken Stew; 1:00PM with 
50/50 Chicken Drop at $5.00 
per chance (half to winner/half to 
family); 3:30PM Auction featuring 
donated items, homemade cakes 
and pies), shotgun raffl e.  Money 
benefi ts Chance and Lisa Hatchett 
to help cover medical expenses.  
For more information or to arrange 
donation: Stacy Carter 256-321-
5165.
Jan 20, 2020 -- Martin Luther 
King, Jr Day Observed -- -- local 
governments, area agencies, 
attractions, restaurants and shops 
may be closed or have modifi ed 
hours of operation in observance 
of this holiday.  Please call ahead 
to confi rm availability and hours. 
Jan 20, 2020 -- Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day Unity March 
starting on the Limestone County 
Courthouse in downtown Athens 
to the Limestone County Event 
Center.    Details TBA
Jan 20, 2020 -- Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day Program at the 
Limestone County Event Center 
(114 West Pryor Street in Athens) 
featuring student essay winners, 
special presentations.  Details 
TBA
Jan 23, 2020 -- Geez Louise - 
Dangerous Dames & Their Killer 
Songs at the TVOTFC Concert 
Series in McCandless Hall at 
Athens State University (300 
North Beaty Street in Athens) from 
7:00PM-8:00PM featuring Louisa 
Brancomb with Jeanette Williams, 
Pam Gadd, and Wanda Vick.  
Hosted by the Tennessee Valley 
Old Time Fiddlers Convention 
Concert Series and the Livingston 
Concert/Lecture Series.  Tickets 
$15.00 (plus tax and fees) at 
Eventbrite

Jan 25, 2020 -- Chicken Stew 
Fundraiser with City of Athens 
Relay for Life Team at Athens City 
Hall Back Parking Lot (200 Hobbs 
Street West in Athens) with pickup 
from 11:00AM-1:00PM.  Chicken 
stew prepared by Charles and 
Kathy Cothren. Pre-orders open 
for $10.00 per Quartor $25.00 
per gallon.  Proceeds benefi t 
Relay for Life.  Pre-order by calling 
Kim 256-233-8730 or email Holly 
at HHollman@athensal.us.  Check 
can be made out to City of Athens 
Relay.
Jan 26, 2020 -- Jesse Duplantis 
Live at Calvary EpiCenter (4839 
Calvary Boulevard in Tanner) from 
6:00PM-9:00PM with motivational 
and spiritual messages.  Free 
and open to the public.  For more 
information: 256-355-7440 or 
visit calvaryassembly.org
Jan 28, 2020 -- Blue Springs 
Swamp Johns at Blue Spring 
Elementary School(16787 Hardy 
Road in Athens) from 4:00PM-
7:00PM.  Please see Blue Spring 
Staff for tickets for plates.  Plate 
purchasers will entered for a 
chance to win $50.00 when they 
pick up their plate.
Jan 31 - Feb 2, 2020 -- Women’s 
Retreat at Joe Wheeler State 
Park (4401 McLean Drive in 
Rogersville, AL) with activities 

starting at 7:00PM on January 
31st and fi lling your days and 
nights until 10:00AM on February 
2nd.  Packages: $185.00 for
individuals; $280.00 for Double 
Occupancy.  Packages include: 
Standard Room for two nights; PJ 
Movie Party and Snacks Friday 
Night; Light Breakfast on Saturday
and Sunday morning; All Classes 
offered - Guided Hike, Biscuits 
and Gravy with Christy Jordan,
Craft Painting, Pontoon Cruises,
Self Defense, Dance, Making Bath
Bombs and Yoga; Small buffet-
style lunch on Saturday; Dinner
with Keynote Speaker on Saturday
Evening.  Reservations for these 
packages must be made by calling 
256-247-5461 (not available 
online).
Jan 2020-- State of the City details
TBA  Call: 256-232-2600

HAPPY
NEW

We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes: 
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one. 

• Doing a safety check on your propane system. 
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace. 

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase 
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS 
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614 

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS 
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739 

256-423-3320

January
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North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

2311 Market Place SW, Suite E • Huntsville, AL 35801

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103

Fax | 256�585�6474

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP

 LIMESTONE DRUG
 LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY
7:30AM-7PM

SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM
SUNDAY 9AM-5PM

256-232-3811
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Toward the end of 2011, 
the Limestone County 
Commission began taking 

the steps toward completing major 
renovations to the Limestone 
County Courthouse. The work, 
they estimate, will cost around $2 
million.
Times have changed quite a bit, 
and so have economics, in the 
near-century since the courthouse 
was built for $124,700.
But some things never change, 
like the amount of controversy 
that surrounds any work that the 
county contemplates doing on 
the courthouse. Weeks of debate 
preceded the county’s decision in 
1916 to tear down the 1833 court-
house that had been rebuilt after 
the Civil War. The county commis-
sion employed Bem Price, one of 
the South’s leading architects, to 
design the new structure, and the 
contract to an Anniston fi rm, Lit-

tle-Clecker Construction Compa-
ny. But what was to be done with 
the old courthouse?
Enter M.A. Pope, who purchased 
the old courthouse for the sal-
vage. One Monday morning in 
mid-July of 1916, Athenians arose 
to fi nd the cupola and practically 
the entire roof of the old court-
house removed. 
Meanwhile, most of the court-
house business was conducted 
“under the trees,” as government 
offi ces were temporarily relocated 
throughout town. Judge Malone 
moved the probate offi ce to the 
Warten warehouse, the register 
in chancery to the offi ce of Leo 
Warten, and the sheriff and circuit 
court in former restaurant near 
the Methodist Church.
The fi rst shovel of dirt was turned 
in November 1916, and by Febru-
ary 1917, the project was already 
in fi nancial trouble. County attor-

ney J.E. Horton Jr. demanded that 
several concessions were needed 
since the old county board had 
exceeded the constitutional debt 
limit. Changes called for wood in-
stead of steel in the ceiling, con-
crete steps instead of stone, elim-
inating the concrete basement 
and outside walls, elimination of 
clocks and other changes. 
Then along came World War I, the 
cost of building materials skyrock-
eted, and Little-Clecker had to 
forfeit its contract. Finally, local 
fi rm Johnson-Chambers Lumber 
Company completed the work and 
offi cials moved in during August 
1919.
When the courthouse was fi rst 
built, it housed not only the cir-
cuit courtrooms and judges’ and 
clerk’s offi ces it does today, but 
also offi ces for the Red Cross, 
county superintendent of educa-
tion, probate judge, tax collector 

and assessor, sheriff and Com-
mercial Club.
The fi rst repairs began in 1939,
at a cost of $34,190, and in 1974
more repairs included the addi-
tion of the elevator. Recent repairs
have included replacement of the 
steps when the foundation was 
found to be crumbling in 2003, 
and the beginnings of interior ren-
ovations.
Many of the courthouse offi ces 
were moved out in recent years 
– some to the new Clinton Street 
Courthouse Annex, and some to
other locations – but the court-
house and the square that sur-
rounds it remain the hub of com-
munity life in Limestone County.

 Today’s courthouse remains hub of community life

 A crowd gathers on the Square for the dedication of the Limestone County Courthouse in 1922.
The antebellum courthouse was demolished in 1916 to make way for this current courthouse,

which was completed in 1919 and still stands at the heart of Limestone County.



HORSE SENSE

We all have probably 
heard people talking 
about the human/

horse relationship based on 
the predator/prey relationship. 
This idea has been out there in 
the horse world for as long as I 
can remember. And, if you are 
just now learning about Natural 
Horsemanship (the working/
teaching of horses using their 
nature not the human, more on 
that in another article) you have 
more than likely heard of it.
The idea that horses, being prey The idea that horses, being prey 
animals, are afraid of predators animals, are afraid of predators 
in my opinion is not true. in my opinion is not true. 
Horses recognize predation, not Horses recognize predation, not 
predators. Predation is the action predators. Predation is the action 
or a predatory action. That is they or a predatory action. That is they 
don’t recognize a species as a don’t recognize a species as a 
predator. But they do recognize predator. But they do recognize 
a behavior that is hunting, again, a behavior that is hunting, again, 
the predatory action. If we act the predatory action. If we act 
like a predator then we must be like a predator then we must be 
a predator. The body language of a predator. The body language of 
an animal that is hunting is what an animal that is hunting is what 
sets off alarm bells in horses. To sets off alarm bells in horses. To 
give you an example,  zebras do give you an example,  zebras do 
not fear lions that are wandering not fear lions that are wandering 
around the herd.  We’ve all seen around the herd.  We’ve all seen 
the footage as the lion calmly the footage as the lion calmly 
walking into a herd of zebras and walking into a herd of zebras and 
the zebra doesn’t have a fear.. the zebra doesn’t have a fear.. 
But they do fear a lion when it is But they do fear a lion when it is 
stalking a zebra. It is assuming stalking a zebra. It is assuming 
the hunting posture, the predatory the hunting posture, the predatory 
action,  that alerts a zebra, not action,  that alerts a zebra, not 
the fact that a predatory species the fact that a predatory species 
is in the vicinity, so horses don’t is in the vicinity, so horses don’t 
categorize the species, but rather categorize the species, but rather 
the behavior as friend or foe.the behavior as friend or foe.
One reason trying to catch a One reason trying to catch a 
horse by sneaking, cornering, horse by sneaking, cornering, 
stalking and/or corralling doesn’t stalking and/or corralling doesn’t 
work very well. We are assuming work very well. We are assuming 
the posture of the predator. We the posture of the predator. We 
become the hunter..become the hunter..
It is true that horses with little It is true that horses with little 
or no experience of humans are or no experience of humans are 
often fearful of people. But they often fearful of people. But they 
are fearful of narrow spaces too. are fearful of narrow spaces too. 
That does not mean they perceive That does not mean they perceive 
the narrow space as a predator. the narrow space as a predator. 

Horses are fearful of the unknown. Horses are fearful of the unknown. 
But I don’t believe they view every But I don’t believe they view every 
unknown as a predator either.unknown as a predator either.
The horse understands to fear The horse understands to fear 
something or being if it acts something or being if it acts 
aggressively toward it. To get aggressively toward it. To get 
along with the horse we must act along with the horse we must act 
aggressively toward it.aggressively toward it.
You see, there are many con-You see, there are many con-
cepts about the prey/predator cepts about the prey/predator 
relationship out there. But the one relationship out there. But the one 
I feel is the one to use is the ‘Act I feel is the one to use is the ‘Act 
like a friend, not an enemy’. Don’t like a friend, not an enemy’. Don’t 
have an aggressive nature. Move have an aggressive nature. Move 
softly and not quickly. Don’t move softly and not quickly. Don’t move 
or act in a way that the horse or act in a way that the horse 
would think we are the hunter.would think we are the hunter.

Jim SwannerJim Swanner
13124 Carter Road13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.comwww.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through Enjoying Horses through 

CommunicationCommunication

256.874.6781256.874.6781

Host ‘All About Horses’ radioHost ‘All About Horses’ radio

Host ‘All About Horses’ TV Host ‘All About Horses’ TV 

View at https://www.facebook.View at https://www.facebook.
com/jimswannermedia/com/jimswannermedia/

President President 
Alabama Horse CouncilAlabama Horse Council

Owner K-I-N StablesOwner K-I-N Stables
Horse Boarding FacilityHorse Boarding Facility

Natural Horsemanship Sessions Natural Horsemanship Sessions 

Available one-on-one or groupsAvailable one-on-one or groups
Available for ClinicsAvailable for Clinics
Speaker, ClinicianSpeaker, Clinician

Writer for: The Valley Star; The Writer for: The Valley Star; The 
Star Sportsman newspapersStar Sportsman newspapers

Horse and Ranch MagazineHorse and Ranch Magazine

Personal page...  www.facebook.Personal page...  www.facebook.
com/jim.swanner.9 com/jim.swanner.9 

Professional Page... www.Professional Page... www.
facebook.com/JimSwannerfacebook.com/JimSwanner

www.facebook.com/www.facebook.com/
jimswannermediajimswannermedia

www.facebook.com/www.facebook.com/
jimswanner.kinstablesjimswanner.kinstables

HappyHappy
NewNew
Year!Year!

Prey Predator Perception
 by Jim Swanner
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New Year’s resolutions have 
existed since the early 19th 
century, and perhaps as 

far back as the late 17th century. 
Not only were people making 
resolutions 200 years ago, but 
they were also breaking them and 
using them as excuses for bad 
behavior before the New Year, 
much like today.
It’s unclear when exactly we began 
to pledge to ourselves that in the 
coming year we would lose weight, 
get our fi nances in order, or leave 
behind any one of a number of 
unsavory habits.
It would appear that New Year’s 
resolutions have existed for quite 
a long time. A 1671 entry from 
the diaries of Anne Halkett, a 
writer and member of the Scottish 
gentry, contains a number of 
pledges, typically taken from 
biblical verses such as “I will not 
offend any more”. Halkett titled 
this page “Resolutions”, and 
wrote them on January 2nd, which 
would possibly indicate that the 

practice was in use at the time, 
even if people did not refer to it as 
a New Year’s resolution.
It was common enough by the 
beginning of the 19th century 
that people would make (and 
fail to keep) such resolutions 
that the habit was satirized. An 
article from Walker’s Hibernian 
Magazine in 1802 states that 
“the following personages have 
begun the year with a strong 
of resolutions, which they all 
solemnly pledged to keep”, before 
enumerating a series of obviously 
fi ctitious resolutions (“Statesmen 
have resolved to have no other 
object in view than the good of 
their country…the physicians have 
determined to follow nature in her 
operations, and to prescribe no 
more than is necessary, and to be 
very moderate in their fees.”)
Shortly after this the words new 
year began to appear before 
resolution. The full phrase is found 
in the January 1st issue of a Boston 
newspaper from 1813, in a short 

article titled “The Friday Lecture”:
And yet, I believe there are 
multitudes of people, accustomed 
to receive injunctions of new 
year resolutions, who will sin 
all the month of December, 
with a serious determination of 
beginning the new year with new 
resolutions and new behaviour, 
and with the full belief that they 
shall thus expiate and wipe away 
all their former faults.
The writing of this unknown author 
informs us of two things: we have 
had New Year’s resolutions for 
over 200 years, and people in 
the early 19th century—much like 
those today—used them as an 
excuse for misbehavior up to New 
Year’s Eve.
It’s better to fi nd out in December 
that a fi ve-mile run is a bit 
optimistic for your current fi tness 
level, so you can dial it back and 
start with two-mile runs in January. 
And to make sticking to your New 
Year’s resolution even easier, with 
a few weeks of occasional warm-

up jogs, you won’t be starting from 
scratch on Jan. 1. You’ll already
have gotten over the worst of the 
starting period. You might even be
beginning to see results. 

— Harry Guinness,
The New York Times, 2 Dec. 2019

The top New Year’s resolutions
• Diet, exercise and weight loss
• Read more
• Learn something new (may
    we suggest  learning  a new
    language?)
• Save money
• Be a nicer human.
• Get a new job
• Give more time and money
    to charity
• Drink less.
• Sleep more.
• Make new friends.
So, what’s your New Year’s
resolution this year? And how long
do you think you’ll keep it?

New Year’s Resolutions: A Pretty Old Practice
The habit of breaking them is probably only a couple days younger
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker • Limestone

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Brittany Johnson
Realtor®

256-975-5370

Curtis Glass
Realtor®

256-431-6820

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

PRODUCERS Million $ Club

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Paula Phillips
Realtor®

256-777-4916

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Christie Bennett
Associate Broker/ Realtor®

256-771-3744

BreAnna Kuykendall
Realtor®

256-777-1841

Guy Fry
Realtor®/ Auctioneer

256-337-0639

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

6400 Snake Road - Athens - $799,900 - MLS#1095101 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

414 Fire Tower Road - Grant - $600,000 - MLS#1130671 - Missy DeGroff , 256-508-8432

311 Happy Hollow Drive - Florence - $319,900
MLS#1080710 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256-431-7916

PENDING!
PENDING!

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Missey DeGroff 
Realtor®

256-508-8432

James Phillips
Broker • Lauderdale

256-656-2370
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

15035 Cannon Road - Elkmont - $79,900
MLS#1108513 -Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

203 Ridgelawn - Athens - $311,000
MLS#1129097 -Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

22457 Sharp Road - Ardmore - $79,900
MLS#1126385 - Leonel White, 256-337-3165

19269 Highway 127 - Elkmont - $198,000
MLS#1124366 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

23334 St. John Road - $293,000
MLS#1134394 - Paula Phillips, 256-777-4916

15168 Kings Drive - Athens - $209,900
MLS#1133025 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

24686 Richmond Drive - Athens - $389,000
MLS#1127610 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

23276 St. John Road - $285,000
MLS#1133617 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

17765 Elles Drive - Athens - $399,999
MLS#1121568 - James Phillips, 256- 656-2370

23258 St. John Road - $364,000
MLS#1133743 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

20401 Cox Road - Clements - $85,000
MLS#1132643 - Allyson Davis, 256-508-6782

PENDING!
PENDING!

33388 Alabama Highway 99 - Anderson - $72,000
MLS#1114978 - Paula Phillips, 256-777-4916

DUPLEX
DUPLEX

APTS!
APTS!



January 10, 2020                                                          THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                                 Page 23

“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

23645 Star Lane - Elkmont - $174,500
MLS#1131385 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

21873 Alabama Hwy. 99 - W. Limestone - $279,900
MLS#1132950 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

1309 Aston Street - Athens - $169,900
MLS#1132792 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

12641 Grigsby Ferry Road - W. Limestone - $279,900
MLS#1132674 - Christie Bennett, 256-771-3744

29630 W. Myers Road - W. Limestone - $105,000
MLS#1128757 - Linda Tooone, 256-777-1069

19155 Tammy Leigh Drive - W. Limestone - $360,000
MLS#1128396 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

17492 Spring View Drive - Athens - $319,000
MLS#1108827 - Heather Green,256-874-1147

17930 Alabama Hwy. 251 - Athens - $89,900
MLS#1127674 - Guy Fry, 256-337-0639

22196 Chickasaw Drive - Athens - $294,900
MLS#1129741 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

1419 5th Avenue - Athens - $175,000
MLS#1132292 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

PENDING!
PENDING!

LA
N

D
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N
G

S 0 Hwy 207 - Rogersville
$17,900 - MLS#1116261

County Line Road - Scottsboro
$84,900 - MLS#1113125

0 Wiley Ayers Road - Grant
$112,000 - MLS#1111946

4524 County Road 76 - Florence
$136,500 - MLS#1130310

414 Fire Tower Road - Grant
$600,000 - MLS#1130671 

00 Sulphur Creek Drive - Elkmont
$20,000 - MLS#1130069

Box Street - Athens
$55,000 - MLS#1132949

Elkton Street - Athens
$94,000 - MLS#1132884
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Today’s modern family 
wants to combine old 
with new.  We love the 

traditional farmhouse style but 
want a new and modern twist 
on the designs.  Homes are our 
retreats, our havens.  We want 
today’s homes to be our sanctuary 
with as many comforts as we can 
have. Lonnie Dale Subdivision 
and CGS Construction homes 
provide just that. 

The contemporary style on the 
farmhouse design invites warmth, 
easy living, and tradition to the 
exterior of the homes.  We want 
to harken back to the simpler 
days when families gathered 
in the open kitchen and living 

room.  Yet, we want the modern 
conveniences of today.  Lonnie 
Dale offers that.

The designs are chic and energy 
effi cient on the outside, but 
roomy and family centered on the 
inside.  Energy effi cient windows 
and doors, along with natural gas 
tankless water heaters and hardy 
board exteriors are just the ticket 
for today’s energy conscious 
families.

The easy breezy open fl oor plans 
are made for entertaining and 
family get togethers. Exquisite 
interiors with custom details 
are just what modern families 
with active lifestyles desire. 
Master bedrooms with exquisite 

master baths offer you a sanctum 
from today’s hustle and bustle.  
Indoor-outdoor living is the 
ticket with a porch… or two…. 
Or three, depending on the plan.

Attention to detail has always 

been a staple of the CGS 
Construction ethic. They bring
this attribute to every home they
build. Lonnie Dale is excited to
partner with CGS Construction
to bring beautiful, innovative, and
quality homes to our subdivision. 

The Old Becomes New Again at
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