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A big man on stage
Bradley Walker sang before huge crowd at fi ddlers

FREE

SERVING

While heavy rainfall led to the 
cancellation of the fi nals 
portion of the Tennessee 

Valley Old Time Fiddlers Convention 
this past weekend, it did not affect 
Bradley Walker’s performance on 
stage earlier in the night.
Walker, a local singer, was the 
headliner on stage Saturday night. 
He and the Lonesome River Band 
played before a huge crowd on the 
Founders Hall stage at Athens State 
University.
Walker has come a long way since 
he started his singing career as a 
pre-teenager. He was also the poster 
child for Muscular Dystrophy for three 
years. He was the fi rst ever and the 
only one to have that honor for three 
consecutive years, fi rst in 1989.
Many will remember him appearing 
on “Mornin’ Folks” with Grady 
Reeves on local Channel 19. His fi rst 
song to appear on Mornin’ Folks was 
“Elvira,” made famous by the Oak 
Ridge Boys.
In 2002, Bradley was hired on at 
the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant. Two 
years later, he built a new home in 
the East Limestone area.
“I love my house, and I plan on being 
here forever,” he said in an interview 
with The Valley Star in 2013. “But 
you never know, my passion is still 
there for music.”
Due to his talents involving music, he 
has been fortunate to have met many 

big names in the music industry, 
including the Oak Ridge Boys who 
made the song “Elvira” famous. 
Many remember the popular country 
music show “Nashville Now.” At 10 
years old, Bradley was invited to 
appear on the show and sing with 
the Oak Ridge Boys. 
Today, he is very popular among 
country, bluegrass and gospel singers. 
His name is well known in Nashville 
and other parts of the Southeast.
“I’ve gotten to do what a lot of singers 
out there would love to do, sing at 
the Opry with some big names, nine 
times to be exact,” Walker said in 
2013. “Still to this day I get calls from 
songwriters in Nashville wanting me 

to sing on a demo of one of their 
latest songs. I am lucky for such a 
short drive to Nashville.”

No fi ddle champ 
this year due to rain

There is no Tennessee Valley Old 
Time Fiddlers Champion this year 
due to rain.
“Due to inclement weather, the 
fi nals portion of the competition 
had to be canceled, so no Fiddle 
Champion was announced, Athens 
State University offi cials said. All 
prize money was evenly distributed 
among the fi nalists.
But tens of thousands visited ASU 
over the past weekend for the 53rd 

annual event. While inclement 
weather caused the competitive 
fi nals portion of the Convention to 
be canceled, dozens of winners
from 18 categories won cash prizes 
and took home bragging rights.
Bill Jones of Covington, Ga., was 
named Alabama State Fiddle 
Champion last year at the 52nd 
annual convention.
Jones won the title by winning 
the “fi ddle off,” which pits the 
top fi ddlers from the junior, 
intermediate and senior divisions.
He was awarded the convention’s
top prize of $1,200. Tyler Andal of 
Nashville was runner-up.

Bradley Walker and The Lonesome River Band on stage
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I’ve had food plots on my hunt-
ing land for the past 40 years. 
We’ve always planted the seeds 

no later than mid-September and 
by the fi rst of October they were al-
ways up and growing.
But not this year. The ground is 
so hard due to heat and drought 
we have been unable to break the 
ground. The rain Monday helped 
some, but still we haven’t been 
able to put the seed in the ground. 
I’m hoping that will come in the 
next few days with a little more 
moisture.
I talked to an area farmer the 
other day and he told me up until 
Monday the last rain he received 
on his farming ground was just be-
fore the July 4th holiday and then 
he got two inches of rainfall. Then, 
that was the fi rst rainfall on his 
crop in two weeks, he said.

You know, I’ve always laughed 
at those who talk about “glob-
al warming.” Global warming, 
I thought, was foolish. How on 
earth, I thought, can you warm the 
Earth?

Well, now I’m thinking those who 
believe in that kind of goofy stuff 
may be right. It hasn’t been this 
hot and dry in September and Oc-
tober in the past 50 years that I 
can remember. Here’s to hoping it 

is a thing of the past.
Since last Monday’s rainfall,
things are looking upward for us 
getting our wheat, rye and oats in 
the ground. Maybe that will come 
sometime next week.

No rain means no food plots yet!
THE SONNY SIDE by Sonny Turner

1003 South Jefferson St. 
Athens, Alabama 35611



By: Danny Johnson

Athens Eagles are coming 
off of a fi ve game winning 
streak travelling to Colum-

bia of Madison Friday, October 
11. The Eagles seem to be build-
ing momentum as they enter the 
middle of their schedule. The of-
fense has been putting up a good 
score each week under the junior 
QB Jordan Scott. Senior tackle, 
Caden Shoulders, has had a hand 
in opening the running lanes in 
the opponent’s defense for the 
running backs. Tokey Porter, Jalen 
Cates and Julius Mayberry  have 
been carrying the ball. Senior 
kicker, Kevin Jurado, made a 47-
yard fi eld goal last week against 
the Bearcats of Cullman.
The defense has been a scrappy 
bunch that rallies to the ball led 
by Junior Heath Carden and se-
nior Hamilton Pressnell. Lineback-
er,  Heath  Carden, recovered a 
Cullman fumble last week as they 
were threatening to score. The 
team displays great leadership 

and enthusiasm as they take on 
the 2nd half of their schedule.
By beating Cullman, the Eagles 
secured that the fi rst playoff game 
will be held on Larry McCoy fi eld at 
Athens. The match up with Muscle 
Shoals will be October 18, at the 
Trojan Field in Muscle Shoals.
The Trojan remain a top fi ve rated 
team in 6A region 7. The unbeaten 
Trojans should prove to be a great 
match up in the  Tri–City. We need 
to take a good crowd of Eagle fans 
to Muscle Shoals to support our 
team on the road. The teams feed 
off the cheers and support of their 
fans.
Athens has one of the best environ-
ments to play football in. The new 
turf and jumbo-tron helps set the 
perfect football mood for competi-
tion under the Friday night lights. 
The players are cared for with top 
notch trainers and orthopedic doc-
tors. Athens is a 6 A program re-
spected by Colleges as preparing 
athletics for the next level.  Ath-
ens alumni football players have 

earned several scholarships over 
the past 20 years. Phillip Rivers 
has represented Athens well as a 
pro quarterback for the Los Ange-
les Chargers.
Having two sons that played for Ath-
ens was a fun time for the whole 
family. My oldest son was awarded 
a full scholarship to a division one 

program. Athens’ program had him 
prepared for the great challenges 
of playing in the S.E.C. 
A student athlete only has one 
chance to go through high school
and participate in sports. Playing 
for a team with top-notch coach-
ing and environment is what you 
get at Athens. Go Eagles!!     

Golden Eagles on a collision
course with Muscle Shoals
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AHS cheering line awaiting the Eagles.

Jalen Cates, Hamilton Pressnell and
Tommy White awaiting coin toss.
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Kevin Jurado kicking a 47-yard fi eld goal.

Offense getting some mid game adjustments.

Next generation Eagle, Callan Johnson with dad Jonathan. AHS fans cheering on the Eagles.

Displaying sportsmanship after a hard fought game.
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Just pickin’ and grinin’

Photo by Danny Johnson

Photo by Danny Johnson

Photo by Danny Johnson

Photo by Ed Jones

Photo by Ed Jones Photo by Ed Jones



One hundred fi fth grade 
students from AIS were at 
Dauphin Island September 

8-10. They participated in squid 
dissection and took the following 
classes: Coastal Ecology, Plankton 
Lab, and a vessel excursion.   On 
the vessel excursion they used 
nets to catch fi sh and looked at 
the characteristics of them. This 
took place in the Mobile Bay. They 
also did a scavenger hunt at the 
estuarium. 
Dauphin Island has become an 
annual fi eld trip for AIS fi fth graders 
as well as some of Limestone 
County schools. The Dauphin 
Island Sea Lab is Alabama’s 
primary marine education and 

research center and provides K-12 
programs with fi eld trips, labs, 
and lectures available September 
through May.
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Athens Intermediate Students
at Dauphin Island

SCHOOL BELLS by Debra Johnson

Learning about squids
in dissection class.

Students collected plankton, then viewed them
under a microscope in class.

Students on a vessel in the bay learning about 
live specimens that were caught in nets.

 Students participating in gathering organisms
from the saltwater marsh.
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7809 US HWY 31 S
TANNER, AL 35671

AG PROFESSIONALS!
WE ARE YOUR 

#1 SOURCE FOR
ARE YOUE ARREE YOOU

plus

PRECISION AG

PARTS & 
SERVICE

24/7 SUPPORT

HUGE
NEW & USED 
EQUIPMENT 
INVENTORY
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256-497-0027



By Danny Johnson

Wheeler has been barren 
of signifi cant weed cover 
for over 20 years and 

fi shing has suffered. Guntersville 
and Chickamagua has been 
producing record catches of bass 
for many years. People come 
from all over the country to test 
their fi shing skills. The abundant 
milfoil, hydrilla and eel grass is a 
big factor in success of the lakes 
to our East.  Fishermen get excited 
when grass structure provides 
cover for fi sh habitats. 
Florida strain of bass has been 
used in lakes across the South. 
The bass grow fast and produce 
trophy size fi sh.
The aquatic vegetation provides 
cover for fi ngerlings and baitfi sh.  
Guntersville and Chickamaugua 
often produce bass over 10 
pounds. Pickwick has also had 
milfoil and hydrilla and eelgrass 
over the past decade and their 
largemouth bass fi shing has been 
great down lake from Florence.
Ducks also benefi t by a lake having 
aquatic weed providing a food 
source. Waterfowl are attracted to  
the weed mats.  
Improving the fi shing on Wheeler 
is a win-win for fi shermen and 
visitors coming to our lake for 
tournaments. Wheeler Lake could 
be improved to draw in fi shermen 
from out of state. High School 

fi shing teams bring over 200 
boats to some of their big events. 
When fi shing is good, everybody 
benefi ts. 
Decatur has developed one of 
the best harbors for hosting 
fi shing contests. Ingalls Harbor 
has been a great boat ramp and 

also provides a pavilion for events. 
Joe Wheeler serves as a host for 
tournaments scheduled out of 1st 
Creek. 
Being an avid fi sherman, I have 
been waiting for a return of the 
aquatic grass expecting fi shing 
to improve over time. I hope the 

water vegetation grows enough 
to benefi t fi shing. I understand 
the channels must be kept open
and controls are necessary. But
shallow backwaters where no 
river houses are present, I don’t
see any harm being done. Aquatic 
wildlife benefi t tremendously with
underwater cover.  
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Aquatic grass is back in Wheeler

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

Aquatic grass has grown well
this summer on the Decatur fl ats.

Jerry Lawler with a 5.48 lb. smallmouth
he caught in a tournament and
won big smallmouth honors.
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Cotton and corn crop looking good
By Danny Johnson

The early part of the year was 
blessed by abundant rainfall. 
The rain continued until July 

and we entered a long dry spell. 
Early farm crops had received 
enough rainfall to produce good 
yields in most locations in the 
county. With irrigation rigs farmers 
were able to supplement the lack 
of rain fall that occurred in late 
summer. Late planted soybeans 
seem to be hurt due to the lack of 
late summer rain. 
Defoliation has begun and the 
cotton appears to be a good crop 
on many farms. Corn picking 
is underway and looks to be a 
promising crop. With corn being 
used for fuel, the price of the corn 
remains a popular crop to grow 
in Limestone County. Soybeans 
are hard hit by deer when they 
fi rst come up. Where there is a 
large population of deer, this is a 
problem for farmers. Deer don’t 
seem to be too attracted to cotton 
and corn crops. 
When in the farming business, you 
never know what kind of weather 
Mother Nature will dish out.
The farmers out West had so much 
rain, they missed the window to get 
their crops planted. Some years 
we experience a late frost and kills 
new cotton plants. Rainfall is the 
big factor you never know about 
each year. Some years are wet 
and some go through a drought 

like we are experiencing  now.    
Farmers will be planting winter 
wheat crops as soon as they 
harvest the fall crops. Farm land 
is being bought for the building 
of housing and manufacturing 
plants. The small farms are no 
more, and it takes a lot money 
to farm today.  Equipment, seed, 
renting land, fuel don’t come 
cheap this day and time. 

Farmers are responsible for 
feeding the world. The next 
time you eat a juicy steak or a 

hamburger, remember the farmer
who had a hand in your meal.  

Looks like good cotton crops this year.

Jude on his John Deere tractor checking out the cotton.Picked cotton in bales ready for pick up.



The fall of the year was a 
busy time for the folks of the 
holler. Cotton picking took 

all the available people we could 
fi nd. The white gold needed to 
be harvested before winter rains 
set in. Cotton gins were working 
around the clock. We would work 
from early in the morning to late 
in the afternoon picking cotton. In 
the morning we waited till the dew 
was gone before starting to pick.   
Some cotton pickers could pick 
200 pounds a day. We heard of 
some pickers picking 500 pounds 
a day, but they didn’t stop for 
lunch. 
Cotton pickers were paid by the 
pound, so the more you brought 
to the scales the more money one 
could make. Cotton picking was a 
physical job and took a toll on your 
back. Most pickers would pick 2 
rows as they went down the row in 
the cotton fi eld. Papa would weigh 
the cotton and keep up with the 
amount the pickers picked each 
day. He would also empty the sack 
into the cotton wagon.
Picking cotton allowed people to 
talk and socialize as they worked. 
The young boys would throw green 
cotton bowls at each other. Papa 
would put a quick stop to this non-
sense. He would take a cotton 
stalk and get the unruly boy back 
to picking cotton. A lot of farmers 
would plant watermelons in the 
cotton patch. It was a treat to 
fi nd a ripe watermelon and bust it 
open and eat it in the fi eld.
Water was carried to the fi eld 
in a gallon glass jug wrapped in 
several brown paper sacks. The 
sacks served as insulation to keep 
the water cool. Sometimes, a good 
spring was located near the fi eld. 
The water was always cold coming 
out of the ground. A gourd would 
be left at the spring for a dipper. 
The long handle gourd made for a 
good dipper. 
I remember the fi rst time I ever 
saw a cotton fi eld picked by a 

machine. Papa shook his head 
a said, “That ‘dat burn thang’ 
wasted more cotton than it 
picked.”  The technology improved 
over time and soon the cotton-
picking machine replaced the 
hand pickers. The old farmer still 
thinks a lot of cotton is wasted, 
but very little goes to waste. The 
machines replaced a lot of hard, 
hot work. That is a good thing.
Farms are run today with a 
few people.  The big machines 
have made this possible. Fewer 
people are feeding more with 
innovation of farm equipment and 
different methods of farming. The 
farmers are the backbone of our 
civilization.  

Cotton picking time in the holler
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.

256-431-5498 or 256-777-1425
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DEB’S Delights

1 lb. boneless round steak, cut 
into 1/2 in cubes
1 can (14  1/2 oz)
   diced tomatoes, undrained

3 cups water
2 medium potatoes,
   peeled and cubed

2 medium onions, diced
3 celery ribs, sliced
2 carrots, sliced
3 beef bouillon cubes
1/2 tsp dried basil
1/2 tsp dried oregano
1/2 tsp salt, optional
1/4 tsp pepper
1-1/2 cups frozen mixed vegetables

In a slow cooker, combine the fi rst 
12 ingredients.  Cover and cook 
on high for 6 hours.
Add mixed vegetables; cover and 
cook on high 2 hours longer or 
until the meat and vegetables are 
tender.   Yield about 2-1/2 quarts.

Slow-Cooker Vegetable Soup from Taste of Home

by Debra Johnson

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 • Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery
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by Flo Doughty

It’s fall and time to think about 
and make plans for our fall 
activities!  Football and Hallo-

ween are two that come to mind.  
When it comes to Halloween we 
have to think about costumes for 
the kids, decorations and…candy.  
Candy, we know it’s unhealthy 
for our children, but its  tradition, 
right? Well, maybe it doesn’t 
have to be. Maybe there is a way 
for kids to get “treats” that don’t 
negatively impact their health.  
So, what do we do for Halloween?  
I did an experiment with the 
children in my Savvy Kids Fitness 
class one Halloween a few years 
ago.  I gave out yo-yos and crazy 
glasses instead of giving out 
candy.  The kids were thrilled!  
Sounds like it’s not just my kids 
that like this idea; according to 
an article titled Halloween Candy 
by Peter Wehrwein  on Harvard 
Health.com, “Yale researchers 
con-ducted a study several years 
ago that involved giving a total of 
284 Halloween trick-or-treaters 
a choice between a toy (stretch 
pumpkin men, glow-in-the-dark 
insects, stickers, etc.) and candy. 
The toys proved to be just as 
popular as the candy (although we 
suspect that the particular candy 
choices might have had something 
to do with that). The researchers 
argued that the treat in trick-or-
treat needn’t be candy, as long 
as it was associated with the 
other fun stuff about Halloween 
(dressing up, walking around the 
neighborhood).”  There are tons 
of additional options such as: silly 
bands or other bracelets, pencils, 
fake fangs, temporary tattoos, 
glow sticks or necklaces, bouncy 
balls, sugar free gum, bubbles, 
slime, play dough, spider rings, 
sticky hands, tons of inexpensive 
items that are still lots of fun and 
no negative impact on children’s 
health!
We know it’s okay for candy to be 
an occasional treat.  The problem 
is that a lot of the time we let 
our kids eat high sugar foods 

for breakfast (high sugar cereal, 
pancakes with sugar fi lled syrup, 
pastries, etc.)  We also allow them 
to drink sports drinks, soda, fruit 
juice and eat sugary treats for 
snacks.  Halloween just piles the 
sugar on even higher.   We are 
drowning in sugar in the days 
or even weeks after Halloween 
because there is so much candy.  
Here are a few of the health 
considerations:  cavities and 
obesity, sugar adds calories to 
food, but adds zero nutrition;  
diabetes, a high sugar diet can 
increase chances of developing 
diabetes and fl uctuations in blood 
sugar caused by consuming high 
sugar foods can negatively impact 
a child’s concentration and focus.  
We don’t want any of these things 
for our children!
Don’t forget to be diligent in 
protecting your children this 
Halloween!
Children are twice as likely to be 
hit by a car on Halloween as any 
other day of the year.
*Make sure your child has a 
fl ashlight, glow stick or refl ective 
tape or stickers on their clothes,  

shoes or trick or treat bag to make 
sure they can see and be seen by 
cars.
*Children under 12 should always 
be accompanied by an adult.
*Stay in areas you are familiar 
with and try to trick or treat in a 
group.
*Stay on sidewalks.
*Only visit well lit houses never 
dark houses, do not accept 
invitations to go inside and do 
not     accept rides from strangers.
*Test make-up on a small area of 
skin in case of allergic reaction.
Keep Halloween healthy and fun!

 Halloween and candy

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

2311 Market Place SW, Suite E • Huntsville, AL 35801

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103

Fax | 256�585�6474

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com
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Townsend announces for District 4
LaDon Townsend announced 

his campaign for District 4 
County Commissioner.

If elected, Townsend will work 
passionately to create an environ-
ment where residents feel safe, 
cared for, and proud to call Dis-
trict 4 home. He plans to focus on 
maintaining and improving road-
ways, ensuring that Limestone 
County residents’ tax dollars are 
being spent responsibly and in a 
way that benefi ts the entire Dis-
trict. Furthermore, he will work to 
create mutually benefi cial rela-
tionships throughout the county.
Townsend is a full-time farmer, 
managing eight poultry houses, 
row crops, and a hay business 
that serves both his family and 
the community. Being a farmer re-
quires a lot of hard work, patience, 
dedication, and organization, all 
of which are crucial to the role of 
County Commissioner.
Most importantly, District 4 needs 
a commissioner who will have a 
listening ear with its constituents. 

If elected, Townsend will be there
for the people he represents every 
day.
A lifelong Limestone County resi-
dent, Townsend graduated from 
West Limestone High School and 
is still an active volunteer for the 
school. He is an assistant coach
for the varsity baseball team and 
volunteers for the varsity football 
team. He also serves on the com-
munity advisory committee for the
board of education, employment 
search committees for West Lime-
stone, and several athletic boards.
Townsend is married to Lisa Bar-
nett Townsend, and together they 
have three children: Presley, Mal-
lory, and Nicolas. Both his wife
and children are excited about 
Townsend’s candidacy and look 
forward to seeing what the future 
holds for District 4.
If you would like more information 
on Townsend or his campaign, 
email him at LTC4D4@gmail.com.

LaDon Townsend



VALLEY POOLS
O F  M A D I S O N

Come see us to make sure 
your pool is closed properly

7445 Hwy 72 W Madison

We are now back to our winter hours! 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

10:00am - 4:30pm 
Closed on Wednesday and Saturday

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!
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Today, we feature the 1977 
Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme 
which was a popular ride 

back in its day. It was also the 
last year Oldsmobile produced the 
Cutlass Supreme Broughham.
The Cutlass was a mid-size car 
produced by Oldsmobile between 
1966 and 1997. It was positioned 
as a premium offering at the top 
of the Cutlass range. It began as 
a trim package, developed its own 
roofl ine, and rose during the mid-
1970s to become not only the 
most popular Oldsmobile but the 
highest selling model in its class. 
It was produced as a rear-wheel 
drive two-door hardtop, sedan, 
and station wagon into the 1980s, 
and a convertible through 1972.
The Cutlass Supreme name fi rst 
appeared for the 1966 model 
year, the fi rst year of GM’s new 
intermediate four-door hardtop 

sedan — also known as the Holiday 
Sedan. In addition to the new 
body style, the Supreme featured 
a plusher interior that included a 
bench seat with armrest, full wheel 
covers and deluxe door panels 
among other items including “CS” 
emblems on the rear C-pillars 
and trunk lid. Although smaller 
than the traditional domestic 
cars, “its deluxe interior makes 
it comparable with LTD, VIP, DPL, 

and Caprice.” 
In 1976, Oldsmobile introduced 
the Cutlass Supreme Brougham, 
featuring a more luxurious interior 
trim than the regular Supreme 
model with pillowed crushed velour 
upholstery and 60/40 bench 
seats similar to the larger Ninety-
Eight Regency. It also received 
quad square headlights. For 1977, 
the Brougham was also available 
as a four-door Colonnade sedan. 

A fi ve-speed manual transmission
was available as an option with
the 260 V8 in all models except
Supreme Brougham and station
wagons for 1976-77. 
The Cutlass Supreme was
downsized for 1978, along with
the rest of the Cutlass line. An
upscale Cutlass Calais model was
added, differing from the Cutlass
Supreme only in minor trim details.
The new notchback Cutlass
Supreme proved to be far more
popular than the controversial
fastback Cutlass Salon coupe and
sedan introduced at the same
time. 
The Cutlass Calais, essentially
replaced the previous Cutlass
Salon series, as far as model
position and content were
concerned.

A classic: The 1977 Cutlass Supreme

scarecrow
pumpkin
broomstick
cemetery
cobweb

costume
trickortreat
jackolantern
autumn
hayride

apparition
cauldron
goblin
phantom
candycorn
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

I recently read an article about 
how many teens are leaving 
the church. The statistics left 

me speechless. In a recent study 
done by Lifeway Research, it was 
stated over 70% of teens will leave 
the church after they graduate 
from high school. That means if 
you have ten children attending 
your local congregation, seven of 
them will fall away from the faith 
after high school. Of those 70%, it 
is said that 80% never planned on 
falling away, but life experiences 
became too tempting and they 
decided to give their lives to the 
world instead of God. 
This scares me. Why are so many 
of our children and teens leaving 
the church? Why are so many 
people deciding to forget about 
their faith? Why are so many 
teens turning their backs on God? 
Too many people will look at those 
statistics and quickly blame the 
church for not doing their jobs. 
They will blame the Bible class 
programs, the preachers, the 
elders, etc. They will say that there 
wasn’t enough entertainment 
to keep the kids engaged at a 
younger age. However, I want to 
notice what the Bible says about 

where kids and teens get their 
teaching. 
In Deuteronomy 11:19, when 
talking about the Law of God, it 
says, “you shall teach then to your 
children, talking of them when you 
sit in your house and when you 
walk along the road and when you 
lie down and when you rise up.” 
Notice the responsibility is on the 
parents to teach their children. 
They are to talk about God in their 
house and when they are casually 
walking down the road. When you 
lie down and when you rise up is 
a way of saying, “talk about God 
all day.” God gave the parents 
the responsibility to teach their 
children. 
Ephesians 6:4 tells the “Fathers, 
do not provoke your children to 
anger, instead, bring them up in 
the discipline and instruction of 
the Lord.” Again, the responsibility 
was given to the fathers. Teach 
(bring them up) to be disciplined 
in the Lord. Teach them the 
instructions of the Lord. Teach 
them to love and respect the Lord. 
When a parent has done their God-
given responsibility of teaching 
their children, then you will see 

what Solomon meant when he 
said, “Train up a child in the way 

he should go, and when he is old 
he will not depart from it.” 
We wonder why 70% of our teens 
are leaving the church? I don’t 
think it’s the churches fault. We 
spend less than 1% of our lives in 
a church building. Unfortunately, 
when kids are leaving the church, 
a lot of times (not all the time), 
it’s because the parents did not 
follow their God-given command 
to teach, instruct, and discipline. 
I have four young children of my 
own. It scares me to think that one 
or all of them could grow up to not 
follow God. If I don’t want that to 
happen, I am going to make sure 
that I am doing my job now teach, 
instruct, and discipline them for 
the Lord. I want to be able to say 
that my kids are in the 30% of teens 
who stayed faithful. However, that 
will only happen if I do my job as a 
parent. 

The 70 Percent
 by Kevin Harrington,

Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington 

SERVICES 

Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m. 

 Worship  9:30 a.m. 

  Bible Classes  5:00 p.m. 

  Wednesday - Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Also, you can join us Sundays at 

9:30 a.m. on Facebook Live

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786 

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
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CALENDARCALENDAR
Now - October 29, 2019 -- Athens 
North Pole Tree Sponsorship open... 
help make this community event held 
annually in Big Spring Memorial Park 
in the month of December happen by 
sponsoring a tree for your business, 
church, group, family or non-profi t to 
decorate.  Don’t want to decorate?  
Non-profi ts in the area are looking 
for sponsors and they’ll handle the 
decorating.   For more information:  
VisitAthensAL.com/2019-North-
Pole-Stroll   or stop by the Athens-
Limestone Visitors Center 100 North 
Beaty Street in Athens from 8:00AM-
4:30PM any Monday-Friday (except 
holidays) or call 256-232-5411.
Now -- Haunt Walks Tickets on sale at 
the Athens-Limestone Visitors Center 
(100 North Beaty Street in Athens) 
from 8:30AM-5:00PM Monday-Friday.  
$10.00 each, cash or check.  To see 
the schedule visit the Haunt Walks 
Page for this annual fundraiser that 
strolls through the dark history of 
Athens benefi ting Athens-Limestone 
County Tourism and its programs.

Now -- Athens Storytelling Festival 
Tickets on sale at the Athens-
Limestone Visitors Center (100 
North Beaty Street in Athens) from 
8:30AM-5:00PM Monday-Friday.  
Cash or Check.  For more information: 
AthensStorytellingFestival.com
Oct 11 & 12,  18 & 19, 2019 -- Lester 
Haunted Hospital (30338 Lester 
Road in Lester) will be fi lled with 
screams and terror from 7:00PM-
11:00PM.  Children under 13 years 
must be accompanied by an adult 18 
years or older.  Admission: $15.00 
per person.  For more information: 
TheLesterHauntedHopital.com

Oct 11 & 12, 2019 -- Doomsday Haunted 
Woods at Dog Days (30444 Gowan 
Road in Ardmore, TN) with ticket sales 
from 7:00PM-11:00PM and Haunted 
Woods and Maze twisting over 30+ 
acres open 7:30PM for an immersive 
terrifying trek through monsters and 
mayhem. Anyone 15 and under must 
be accompanied by an adult.   For more 
information: doomsdayhaunt.com

Oct 12, 2019 -- Annual Car, Truck, & 
Bike Show at the Athens Sportsplex 
(US31 and Elm Street in Athens) 
from 9:00AM-3:00PM benefi ting Eli’s 
Block Party.  Registration:$20.00 
per vehicle.   Food trucks and 
drink concessions, Kids’ Dug Out 
Playground, DJ & music.  For more 
info: 256-777-0606
Oct 15, 17, 2019 -- Haunts Walks 
where tales of history and haunts 
intertwine during the annual Athens-
Limestone Tourism Association fund-

raiser, sponsored by Trustmark Bank.  
Tour available at 6:30PM, $10.00 
per person advance ticket purchase
only.  For more information, please
call 256-232-5411 or visit the Haunt
Walks Page.
Oct 18, 2019 -- ABS Fall Festival in 
the Jack Cannon Gymnasium on the
Athens Bible School Campus (700 
U.S. Highway 31N in Athens) from 
5:30PM-9:00PM.  The family-friendly
festival will have Games, Haunted 
House, Chicken Stew and Concession 
Stan, Hayride, Dunking Booth, Car 
Bash, Wacky House, Photo Booth, 
Silent Auction, Live Auction and more.  
Open to the public.  Information: 256-
232-3525
Oct 19, 2019 -- Athens Grease
Festival with Athens Main Street in 
downtown Athens AL from 11:00AM-
7:00PM with fried food of all vareities.  
Tickets:$5.00  at  Eventbrite

 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP
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The Athens State University 
Foundation and the 
Tennessee Valley Old Time 

Fiddlers Convention Steering 
Committee are pleased to 
announce the 2020 Tennessee 
Valley Old Time Fiddlers Concert 
Series. This fi ve-part series, 
leading up to the 2020 Fiddlers 
Convention next October, will 
allow bluegrass lovers to enjoy 
the sounds of old-time music 
throughout the year.
2020 Fiddlers Concert Series Line 
Up:
• January 23, 2020 –
“Geez Louise” - Dangerous 
Dames & Their Killer songs 
featuring Louisa Branscomb with 
Jeanette Williams, Pam Gadd, 
and Wanda Vick
• March 5, 2020 –
Sierra Hull & Justin Moses
• July 7, 2020 –
Jake Workman, Rebekah 
Workman, and Jeff Picker
• September 24, 2020 - 
Kenny & Amanda Smith
• September 29, 2020 – 
Larry Sparks & The Lonesome 
Ramblers
All fi ve concerts will be held 
at Athens State University in 
McCandless Hall at 7 p.m.Ticket 
prices per show will vary.
New this year, guests will have 
the opportunity to purchase their 

choice of two Fiddlers Concert 
Series Season Passes – an open 
seating pass or a reserved seating 
pass. Open seating season passes 
will be $80 and include one ticket 
to each of the fi ve concerts in the 
2020 Fiddlers Concert Series and 

one weekend pass to the 2020 
Fiddlers Convention. Seating for 
concerts will be on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis.
If guests would prefer to choose 
and reserve their seats for the 

concerts, they can purchase a 
reserved seating pass for $100. 
With this option, guests will choose
which seats in McCandless Hall
they would prefer to sit in, and
these seats will be reserved for
them for each concert in the
series. The reserved seating pass
also includes one ticket to all fi ve 
concerts in the 2020 Fiddlers
Concert Series and one weekend 
pass to the 2020 Fiddlers 
Convention.
Season passes, as well as tickets
for each individual concert in 
the series, can be purchased
online through Eventbrite at www.
TVOTFC.org.

We have made changing propane companies

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE
Complete Package Includes

• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one.
• Doing a safety check on your propane system.
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace.
• Giving you free tank rent until next year.

• Discount on your first Propane purchase
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

FERGUSON L.P. GAS
27650 PINEDALE ROAD •ARDMORE, AL 35739 • 256-423-3320

2020 Fiddlers concert
series line up announced

Kenny and Amanda Smith

Larry Sparks and
The Lonesome Ramblers

Sierra Hull and Justin Moses
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By Ed Jones
Columnist

I watched Ricky Skaggs in 
concert on stage Friday evening 
at the Tennessee Valley Old 

Time Fiddlers Convention with 
enthusiasm. He puts on a great 
show.
After the concert, the announcer 
said Ricky would be signing 
autographs later at his booth. I 
waited in line patiently with others 
while listening to the competition 
part of the convention. After 45 
minutes, as I arrived closer toward 
Mr. Skaggs, I watched him sign 
books, paper, hats, shirts, guitars, 
wooden  items, and anything that 
could be autographed.
Folks were getting photographed 
with Ricky, young and old alike. 
Finally, I arrived in front of the 
legend. I asked if he would 
autograph my coon dog cemetery 
cap and then my turkey call that I 
made from scratch. He signed the 
hat fi rst, telling me he had never 
heard of the coon dog cemetery 
we have around here before. I 
told him where it was located in 
Colbert County while having a 
short conversation as not to hold 
up the waiting line behind me.
Ricky then autographed my 
turkey call, proclaiming that he 
had never autographed a turkey 
call before. He then asked me 
to show him how the call works. 
I demonstrated it to him how it 

worked and made a few sounds 
like a hen turkey. He then wanted 
to try it himself to see if he could 
make a few sounds with it. Ricky 
worked the Turkey call fast, (kinda 
like he was playing his mandolin), 
only making sounds like a mouse 
squeaking noises. Everyone close 
to us had a laugh at that.
Mr. Skaggs then looked up at me 
and said, “I want to buy one of 
these from you. Do you have any 
with you?”
I said yes I would sell him one, but 
that I didn’t have any with me. I 
told him I only lived a few blocks 
away and would go get one for 
him. I let him know I would be 
back shortly.
I left his booth and headed high 

stepping it for my apartment a few 
blocks away, wondering if I could 
get back in time before he was 
done signing autographs. I did 
some real high stepping wasting 
no time getting to the Apartment. 
I was in disbelief that he signed 
my hat and turkey call, and also 
wanted to buy one from me.
I quickly grabbed two turkey calls 
and headed back to his booth. He 
was still there with only a couple 
individuals left to autograph. He 
then motioned to me to come over 
and he looked at  the calls. I told 
him to pick either one he liked best 
and $10 would be fi ne. He pulled a 
$20 bill out of his wallet and put it 
on the table, saying he didn’t have 
change, for me to take it. I then 

told him to keep both turkey calls.
“ NO, NO, NO,” he said, “I only 
want one.” I insisted he take them 
both and he respectfully did so.
He is a great and respectable man! 
We shook hands, and I left so he 
could fi nish signing autographs 
for those patiently waiting.
I just want to say “thank you” Mr. 
Ricky Skaggs for letting me share 
a memorable moment with you.

Photos by Ed Jones

Ed Jones and Ricky Skaggs.

Autographed Coon dog
cemetery hat

Music legend loved my turkey calls
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HORSE SENSE

If you are at least 35 yrs old, I 
know you probably remember 
the TV commercial with the 

mechanic talking about the 
correct oil fi lter for you vehicle. The 
by word was “You can pay me now 
or you can pay me later”. What he 
meant was, you were going to call 
sooner or later if you didn’t use 
the right oil fi lter. (In his opinion). 
The choice was yours. The sooner 
you called for this certain oil fi lter 
the less the repairs would cost 
or better yet, you wouldn’t need 
repairs..
It’s a funny thing; this usually works 
with just about everything we do, 
even with horses. But we get in 
this mindset, I can do it and I will 
learn as I go, or, this is an animal 
and I am smarter than it is. I can 
do this, how hard can it be? OK, 
in some things, that may work, but 
with horses it doesn’t. You need 
to have a bit of knowledge before 
you can move on to other things. 
There is a starting place and a 
process with horses. Go fi gure, 
usually the best place to start is 
in the front, in the beginning. No 
matter if we have been handling 
horses 40 years or 40 minutes, 
we can always learn more, why, 
because we are not a horse. We 
will never know all there is to know 
until we become one. I don’t see 
that happening any time soon. 
If we think we know it all, we are 
in for a rude awakening, sooner 
or later. Even the best make 
mistakes but they don’t blame the 
horse, they begin again. The point 
to starting in the front every time 
you need to know is, to help us get 
it better.
This is for the ones that are 
serious about knowing your 
horses and wanting to learn as 
much as possible. There are many 
programs out here that will help 
any level of knowledge or lack of 
knowledge.
Once you reach certain awareness 
with your horse and their nature, 
you will be amazed at what the 
horse will teach you, if you only 

listen. But fi rst, we need to think 
like a horse, not a human. We need 
to know how the horse thinks. And 
to be able to understand what 
that statement means, we have to 
study fi rst. You cannot be lazy and 
do this. That is, if you want to do 
the right thing.
So, as I began this article; you can 
do the right thing now or you will 
do it later-after all the mistakes 
and bumps and bruises. Then 
your horse will have all of your 
mistakes to overcome. Start in the 
right place, ‘the beginning’.
Get in a horse classroom and/
or with someone that can break 
down the process of learning 
your horse so you can grasp the 
concept. Pay a little bit now and 
not a lot later.

Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through 

Communication
256.874.6781

Host ‘All About Horses’ radio
Host ‘All About Horses’ TV 

View at https://www.facebook.
com/jimswannermedia/

President 
Alabama Horse Council

Owner K-I-N Stables
Horse Boarding Facility

Natural Horsemanship Sessions 
Available one-on-one or groups

Available for Clinics
Speaker, Clinician

Writer for: The Valley Star; The 
Star Sportsman newspapers
Horse and Ranch Magazine

Personal page...  www.facebook.
com/jim.swanner.9 

Professional Page... www.
facebook.com/JimSwanner

www.facebook.com/
jimswannermedia

www.facebook.com/
jimswanner.kinstables

Now or Later
 by Jim Swanner
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker • Limestone

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Brittany Johnson
Realtor®

256-975-5370

Curtis Glass
Realtor®

256-431-6820

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

PRODUCERS Million $ Club

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Paula Phillips
Realtor®

256-777-4916

Phyllis Gassen
Realtor®

256-797-3965

Christie Bennett
Associate Broker/ Realtor®

256-771-3744

Chris Corum
Realtor®

256-412-9516

BreAnna Kuykendall
Realtor®

256-777-1841

Guy Fry
Realtor®/ Auctioneer

256-337-0639

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

6400 Snake Road - Athens - $799,900 - MLS#1095101 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370 311 Happy Hollow Drive - Florence - $319,900
MLS#1080710 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256-431-7916

CONTINGENT!

CONTINGENT!

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Missey DeGroff 
Realtor®

256-508-8432

James Phillips
Broker • Lauderdale

256-656-2370
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

15035 Cannon Road - Elkmont - $79,900
MLS#1108513 -Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

203 Ridgelawn - Athens - $311,000
MLS#1129097 -Ginna, 256-777-3300

22457 Sharp Road - Ardmore - $79,900
MLS#1126385 - Leonel White, 256-337-3165

19269 Highway 127 - Elkmont - $199,900
MLS#1124366 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

13230 Burgreen Road - E. Limestone - $121,900
MLS#1128960 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300 and

Leonel White, 256-337-3165

17076 Ferry Road - Tanner - $115,500
MLS#1124688 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

22785 Oakdale Ridge - Athens - $289,000
MLS#1113991 - Allyson Davis, 256-508-6782

23318 St. John Road - Athens - $240,000
MLS#1116703 - Paula Phillips, 256-777-4916

24686 Richmond Drive - Athens - $399,000
MLS#1127610 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

2020 Brayden Drive - Decatur - $329,900
MLS#1121524 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

960 County Road 570 • Rogersville - $299,999
MLS#1120632 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

22785 Oakdale Ridge Lane - Athens - $289,000
MLS#1113991 - Allyson Davis, 256-508-6782

CONTINGENT!

CONTINGENT!
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

27339 Kim Drive - E. Limestone - $279,900
MLS#1125021 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

17492 Spring View Dr. - Athens - $319,000
MLS#1108827 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

23466 St. John Road - Athens - $292,500
MLS#1114140 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

33388 Alabama Highway 99 - Anderson - $72,000
MLS#1114978 - Paula Phillips, 256-777-4916

17454 Spring View Dr. - Athens - $329,000
MLS#1108828 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

22022 Ida Lane - Athens - $254,900
MLS#1114069 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

DUPLEX
DUPLEX

APTS!
APTS!

PENDING!
PENDING!

PENDING!
PENDING!

23446 St. John Road - Athens - $297,640
MLS#1113935 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

117 County Road 575 - Rogersville - $89,900
MLS#1116665 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

108 N. Debeth Plaza - Athens - $108,900
MLS#1127515 - Paula Phillips, 256-777-4916

BreAnna Kuykendall, 256-777-1841

29630 W. Myers Road - W. Limestone - $115,000
MLS#1128757 - Linda Tooone, 256-777-1069

19155 Tammy Leigh Drive - W. Limestone - $360,000
MLS#1128396 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370



“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

17930 Alabama Hwy. 251 - Athens - $89,900 - MLS#1127674 - Guy Fry, 256-337-0639 19418 Alabama Hwy. 99 - W. Limestone - $189,000
MLS#1127373 - Linda Toone, 256-777-1069

LAND LISTINGS

28596 Capshaw Road Harvest
$499,000 - MLS#1120463

0 Hwy 207 - Rogersville
$17,900 - MLS#1116261

0 Grigsby Ferry Road - Element
$75,000 - MLS#1116600

County Line Road - Scottoboro
$84,900 - MLS#1113125

Lonnie Dale Subdivision Lots are available.
New Phase III coming soon!!

Brittany Johnson
256-975-5370

Curtis Glass
256-431-6820
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Today’s modern family 
wants to combine old 
with new.  We love the 

traditional farmhouse style but 
want a new and modern twist 
on the designs.  Homes are our 
retreats, our havens.  We want 
today’s homes to be our sanctuary 
with as many comforts as we can 
have. Lonnie Dale Subdivision 
and CGS Construction homes 
provide just that. 

The contemporary style on the 
farmhouse design invites warmth, 
easy living, and tradition to the 
exterior of the homes.  We want 
to harken back to the simpler 
days when families gathered 
in the open kitchen and living 

room.  Yet, we want the modern 
conveniences of today.  Lonnie 
Dale offers that.

The designs are chic and energy 
effi cient on the outside, but 
roomy and family centered on the 
inside.  Energy effi cient windows 
and doors, along with natural gas 
tankless water heaters and hardy 
board exteriors are just the ticket 
for today’s energy conscious 
families.

The easy breezy open fl oor plans 
are made for entertaining and 
family get togethers. Exquisite 
interiors with custom details 
are just what modern families 
with active lifestyles desire. 
Master bedrooms with exquisite 

master baths offer you a sanctum 
from today’s hustle and bustle.  
Indoor-outdoor living is the 
ticket with a porch… or two…. 
Or three, depending on the plan.

Attention to detail has always 

been a staple of the CGS 
Construction ethic. They bring
this attribute to every home they
build. Lonnie Dale is excited to
partner with CGS Construction
to bring beautiful, innovative, and
quality homes to our subdivision. 

The Old Becomes New Again at
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