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Thad Hebbe Heating & Air
going strong after 23 years

Thad and Susan Hebbe
had Hebbe Heating and Air also do duct repair and duct re- core of the business.
Conditioning, Inc. started in placements.
“We strive to maintain and take
1995 as a part time busi- Thad Hebbe Heating and Air Con- care of any problems that may
ness working in the afternoons ditioning, Inc. offers foam insula- occur to provide the customer with
after work and on the weekends. tion applied to the duct system to an assurance of proper operation
After retiring from the State Retire- seal all openings and provide an of their central heat and air sysment System in 2015, Thad and R8 insulation value that will allow tem." Hebbe said. "Our motto is
his wife, Susan, started fulltime.
the duct system to be sealed and 'Keeping YOU Comfortable'.”
“We have been truly blessed with provide the barrier so that the duct They also offer equipment changeour business,” said Thad by ob- system will not sweat under the outs to upgrade the efficiency of
taining several building contrac- floor and allows all the air that the your older system.
tors.
unit provides to enter the condiThad Hebbe Heating and Air ConThe company offers work to in- tioned space which helps to make ditioning offers Maytag equipment
clude new construction, service, the unit as efficient as it is rated with a 12 year parts warranty, one
equipment, changeouts, and pre- for.
year labor warranty with micro
ventive maintenance plans. They Service and maintenance is the channel technology on the coils to

T

prevent coils from deteriorating
under damp conditions. They also
offer financing through Greensky
Financing.
If you need heating or air conditioning service, give them a call at
256-729-8634 or 256-497-0027.

Thad Hebbe Heating and Air
7685 Allison Loop
Athens Al. 35611
256-729-8634
256-497-0027
thadhebbe@yahoo.com
susanhebbe@yahoo.com

THE SONNY SIDE

by Sonny Turner

exact measurements found in the
Bible. At almost one & half football
fields in length or 510 feet, it stands
higher than a four-story building. It
has the capacity to hold 450 semitrailers. All detail was as it was in
bibilical days including using wooden
come away disappointed. It was well nails to hold the structure together.
By Vickie Turner
The ark, comprised with a water, food
here is a building located north worth seeing.
of us known as The Ark The Colorado Timber Frame and waste storage and disposal
Encounter that has enough Company worked for 11 months, 24 method, complete with a workshop
timber to stretch from Williamstown, hours a day, 6 days a week to and blacksmith, would rival any
Ky. (its home) to Philadelphia, Penn. complete the assignment of building modern day system.
Many people have claimed to have
According to the book of Genesis in this masterpiece.

The Ark Encounter:
It’s amazing to see

T

the Bible, God told Noah to build an The replica was built according to the found the ark or at least parts of it
ark and take two of the same kind of
every animal on board. God’s plan
was to destroy a world that had
become evil and Noah and his family
would be the only survivors.
Kenn Ham, the founder of Answers
in Genesis, which also runs the
Creation Museum located in
Petersburg, Ky., wanted to build the
Ark Encounter theme park. This
theme park would “lend credence to
the bibilical account of a catastrophic
flood and to dispel doubts that Noah
could have fit two of every kind of
animal on a 500 foot long ark.”
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but none have been substantiated.
According to the Bible the ark was to
have landed in the Mountains of
Ararat in what we know today as
eastern Turkey. Others have claimed
to found parts in Iran.
When planning to go, prepare to do
a lot of walking but there are plenty
of places to sit and rest on each of
the three decks. A buffet restaurant
is located on the property as well as
a zipline and petting zoo.
On a normal day, it will take at least
three hours to tour. A combo ticket
that includes the ark and the
Creation Museum, located one hour
to the north, is the most economical
purchase.

I had the opportunity to visit The Ark
Encounter just on the outskirts of
Cincinatti, Ohio recently and I did not

1003 South Jefferson St.
Athens, Alabama 35611
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Art After Hours event has gone
to the dogs…and other pets

P

et lovers as well as art lovers
will have something to bark
about at this month’s Art
After Hours event at High Cotton
Arts.

Athens Arts League offers this free
community event on the second
Friday of each month from April
through September. Athens Arts
League operates High Cotton Arts
in collaboration with H.C. Blake Co.
to provide artists affordable studio
space and art classes and cultural
events for the community.

Art After Hours, a free monthly
community event, will be Friday,
Aug. 10, from 6-9 p.m. The downtown event will include the Hot
Dogs and Cool Cats Best Dressed “We want to encourage the community to embrace the arts, and
Pet Contest.
“Last year’s pet contest included Art After Hours is a way we can
not only dogs but a pet gold fish,” give back to the community that
said Athens Arts League Publicity has supported our efforts to proChair Holly Hollman. “We welcome vide art opportunities in Athens
all pets who are comfortable and Limestone County,” said
around crowds and are friendly. Athens Arts League Board PresiPlease keep pets on a leash, un- dent Jennifer Hilton Sampieri.
less it is a gold fish. You can keep During Friday’s festivities, Athens
Arts League will provide free hot
your gold fish in a bowl.”
The winner of the contest will not dogs and water while supplies.
only have barking rights but will re- Children can also enjoy a free art
ceive a $25 gift certificate from area.
Athens Arts League. The certificate
will be good toward an art purchase or class at High Cotton Arts.
Registration for the contest will
start at 7 p.m. with the contest at
7:30 p.m.

August’s Art After Hours

- Music by Hard on the Chickens + Hot dogs and water provided
- High Cotton Arts at 103 W. Wash- from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Wash- while supplies last.
ington Street.
ington St. in Downtown Athens.
- The Sept. 14 event will highlight
Hot
Dogs
and
Cool
Cats
Best
Childhood Cancer Awareness
- Free event provided by Athens
Arts League. Artists will have lo- Dressed Pet Contest, registration Month and feature local musician
at 7 p.m., contest at 7:30 p.m.
John David Crowe.
cally made art for sell.
Following with the pet theme, the
- Bring a chair to hang out.
band Hard on the Chickens will
perform outside High Cotton Arts,
weather permitting. Spectators
can bring chairs and enjoy music
on Washington Street from 6:30
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. The band includes Jimmy Rowell on bass, John
Elrod on percussion and Mark
Thompson on guitar.
Rowell said there is a funny pet
story behind the band’s name.
Band member Mark Thompson
has a sister who once saw a small
dog with a muzzle walking in her
yard. She did not know the owner,
so she put the dog in her pen.
“A neighbor across the road came
over to tell (the sister) that was her
dog in the pen,” Rowell said. “(The
sister) told the woman she thought
the dog was injured because it had
a muzzle. The woman replied, ‘No.
He’s hard on the chickens.’ ”
Rowell said the band’s name was
born. The band plays a blend of
roots, Americana, classic rock,
country and blues.

The band ‘Hard on the Chickens’ from left: Jimmy Rowell, John Elrod and Mark Thompson

To advertise in The Valley Star call
Sonny Turner | 256-431-5498 or
Kathy Thornton | 256-777-1425
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Preserving your vegetables
By Debra Johnson

T

he garden plants have
yielded most of their fruits
by now with the exception of
okra and a few lingering tomato
plants. We are preparing the soil
to sow turnip green seeds soon.

I have been researching ways to
dry out cayenne peppers. I have
strung them before and just
pinched off pieces to put in food
while it is cooking to flavor it. I
thought I would see if there was a
better way to preserve them.
Peppers are best when allowed to
ripen on the plant. They will turn
from green to a bright red color.
You can dry the peppers in the
oven or dehydrator, or choose to
dry them outside. Either way,
rinse the peppers and cut a slit in
them. For the inside method, lay
them in a single layer on a baking
sheet or dehydrator tray. Temper-

atures should be between 120
and 140 degrees F. For even drying, turn them every hour. It may
take up to 24 hours to completely
dry them. You can also dry the
peppers outside in the sunshine.
After rinsing and slitting the peppers, place on a screen or drying
rack to allow for air flow. Since
this is an outside method, you will
need to cover the peppers with
cheese cloth or netting to keep
flying insects away. Keep outside
in the sunshine during the day
and bring in during the night.
This may take several days.

Whichever method you use, they
peppers should be dry, shriveled,
and a dark red color when dried.

Some people choose to crush or
grind the peppers and store them
in an air tight container.

I have air-dried peppers inside by
stringing them. This method
takes the longest for them to dry
out, approximately a month. Use
a large needle and heavy duty
thread or fishing line and string
the peppers near the stem. Hang
on a nail to dry inside.

Cayenne pepper plant from the garden.
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Cotton Alley Container Garden Art Class

C

hildren got creative and got
dirty in order to help beautify
a Downtown Athens lot this

week.

Athens Arts League hosted the
Cotton Alley Container Garden Art
Class on Aug. 2 and 3. Athens Arts
League operates Cotton Alley on
Green Street the adjacent High
Cotton Arts in collaboration with
H.C. Blake Co.
For the class, children decorated
flower containers and planted
flowers that volunteers attached to
decorated pallets in Cotton Alley.
The project gave the children an
opportunity to create artwork by
decorating their pots, to learn about
gardening by planting flowers in
their pots, and to beautify a Downtown Athens lot. Volunteers
operated the class with Thursday's
instructor Athens Arts League
Board member Diane Lehr, and
Friday's instructor Taylor Reeder
from the Limestone County
Extension System.
Athens Utilities, Athens Gas, Lowe's
and the Limestone County Extension System supported Athens Arts
League with the project.

August 10, 2018

Left to right, front: Tatum Sandlin, Mary Bennett Anderson,
Katie Edmundson, Quinton Marks, EllaGrace Sampieri, Alayna
Hart, Tyler Sampieri Left to right back: Taylor Reeder with Limestone County Extension System, Addison Sandlin, Azzie Donahue, and Harris Anderson.

Harris Anderson works
on a container.

Mary Bennett Anderson decoTaylor Reeder with the Limestone County Extension System rated pots for this pallet at Cotton Alley.
talks to students about how to plant in containers.

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

Page 5

26th Annual Piney Chapel Farm Heritage Day

Kenny White of Hazel Green
with his 1938 Model D John Deere.

Dawson Wilbourn of Elkmont and Caleb Martin from Athens
on a dual steering tractor owned by Terry Martin.

Waymon Ashley of Moulton with his 1946 Roof
and Swisher lawnmowers and vintage tractors.

Turn of the century hay bailer.

Stanley and Wynelle Britton of Athens
with one of his early 1900's engine.

1/5 scale RC tractor pull.
Page 6

9-year-old, A. J. Farmer of Franklin, KY
with his steam engine.
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New hunting law prohibits bringing
dead or alive deer in from other states

A

labama's
new
hunting
regulations for the upcoming
deer season have strict rules
about bringing deer, elk, moose or
other big game animals (dead or
alive) into Alabama from other
states including nearby Tennessee.
State officials said hunters will be
fined if caught importing prohibited
deer parts into the state.

"It is unlawful for persons hunting
outside of Alabama to bring deer,
elk, moose or caribou carcasses,
hides or antlers back to Alabama
from any other location unless all
meat has been deboned and skull
plates and hides have been
thoroughly cleaned of all brain and
spinal cord tissue," the new law
states. It is being enforced to
prevent the spread of the deadly
Chronic Wasting Disease.
Also, it is illegal to import any live
member of the deer family
(Cervidae) including deer, elk,
caribou, moose, etc. This is our best
defense against diseases that
could devastate Alabama’s deer
herd,
state
officials
said.
Recognizing the serious threat that
the illegal transportation of live
Cervidae into Alabama poses, the
Alabama legislature increased the
maximum fine for each violation to
$5,000. Should you become aware
of any live deer being transported
within Alabama, it is important to
notify the Division at (800) 2724263 immediately. It is also
prohibited to import deer carcasses
from ANY other state, territories or
possessions of the U.S. unless all
meat and antlers have been
cleaned of spinal cord and brain
tissue.
"Alabama’s deer herd is an
extremely important segment of our
wildlife resources. The white-tailed
deer is the most popular game
animal from both a recreational and
economic viewpoint. This herd,
through proper management, has
the potential to produce high quality
deer. It is extremely important that
this herd receives protection from
sources that could cause harm.
This is one reason it is illegal to
import deer from outside Alabama.
Any time a deer is moved, all its
bacteria, viruses, diseases and
parasites such as worms and ticks
go along. Provisions such as “health
certificates” do not ensure that
animals are disease free. Diseases
of concern to our deer populations
are unlikely to move into Alabama
August 10, 2018

Conservation Enforcement Officers
during the last hunting seasons for
violations of the Game Check
Regulation. This season any
violation of this regulation will result
in the issuance of citations which
have monetary fines attached to
them. See Mandatory for all Deer &
Turkey Hunters for further
information on the Game Check
System.

unless they come here with infected
deer. This risk of disease
transmission to our native herd is
too great. Recent outbreaks of both
chronic wasting disease, commonly
referred to as CWD, and bovine
tuberculosis in other parts of the
country demonstrate the wisdom of
that ban. Many other states have
recently banned or are in the
process of banning the importation
of deer.
You Will Get a Ticket if You:
Hunt Over Bait: Despite false
information and rumors, no
changes have been made to the
state’s baiting law (9-11-244). The
practice of hunting game animals
by the aid of bait remains illegal in
this state and violations of this law
will continue to be enforced. See
Deer Seasons & Bag Limits for Area
Definition Regulation.
Fail to Report Harvest: Many
warnings were issued by the state’s

50 YARD RESTRICTION
FROM A PUBLIC ROAD
You may not hunt or discharge a
firearm within 50 yards of the rightof-way of any public road, highway,
or railroad with a centerfire rifle, a
shotgun using slugs or shot larger
than number four (4) shot or a
muzzle loading rifle .40 caliber or
larger. This law significantly impacts
deer hunters. It is illegal to take any
action to harvest a deer within the
50 yard restricted area with a
weapon or shot listed above. The
law was passed by the State
Legislature to address safety
issues.

There are two ways to obtain your
hunter education class: an in
person class, also called a
traditional class, or an all online
option. The in person hunter
education course is free; whereas
the internet course providers
charge a fee. 100% of the fee goes
to the course provider to pay for the
cost of providing and maintaining
the online course. Students taking
hunter education must be ten years
of age or older.

For those born after August 1, 1977
and have yet to complete an
approved hunter education course
but would still like to hunt, there is
the option of purchasing a
“Supervision Required” hunting
license. This license requires the
hunter to be under the direct
supervision of a properly licensed
adult hunter while in the field.
Hunters under supervision MUST
be under normal voice control, not
to exceed 30 feet away from a
properly licensed hunter 21 years of
age
or
older.
Under
no
WHO NEEDS HUNTER EDUCATION? circumstance shall the supervising
All license buyers (16 or older) born person be the holder of a
after August 1, 1977 must “supervision required” license.
successfully complete an approved A list of classes along with more
hunter
education
course. information about hunter education
Exceptions include: APOST certified can be found on our website
law enforcement officers employed www.outdooralabama.com/hunting
in the state, active duty U.S. Military /hunter-education-alabama.
personnel and Alabama residents (This article came from information
who are active members of the AL provided by the Alabama Dept. of
National Guard.
Conservation and Natural Resources)
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Tractor Pull: A Family Tradition

M

y sons and I have been
attending the Tanner pull
for many years. We look
forward each July for the event.
This year marks the 42-year of
the pull at the Tanner track. I
started to carry my boys to the
tractor event when they were 4 or
5 years old, and they have been
fans ever since.
Seeing the black smoke bellow
from the smoke stacks and feel
the ground shake beneath your
feet as the powerful machines
powered down the track was exciting to all. Knowing some of the
local pullers, like the Haneys, gave
us teams to pull for. The Tanner
pull was instrumental in the evolution of the sport, which is enjoyed
across the country.

must for spectators, and keeping
the earmuffs on 3 year old could
be a challenge.
It was time to get seated and for
the pulling contest to begin. We
all put the hearing protection on
and eagerly waited for the first
tractor to make a pull.
It is common for the first tractor
to make a test pull so the officials
can evaluate the sled and track
conditions. The boys were

Callan Johnson checking out a tractor.
amazed at the speed the tractors
reached coming down the track.
The tractors had the undivided attention of my grandsons. The real
challenge was keeping things from
falling through the bleachers.

We had special guests to introduce to the pulling sport this year.
The boys and I decided my oldest
grandboys were old enough to
carry with us. You never know
how a new adventure will turn
out.
Hudson and Callan were very excited as we walked through the
lot looking at the amazing tractors. The loud rumble didn’t seem
to scare the boys as the action
picked up. Hearing protection is a

First thing dropped was a pair of
shoes and later the water bottle.
The night went good, and the
grandboys got introduced to a
new experience.

Patrick Johnson and Hudson
My main concern was to not tire
enjoying the
out the boys, so after a couple of
Tanner tractor pull.
hours we called it a night. The
grandboys couldn’t wait to share
their new experience with their
mothers.
The next day I asked them did
they like the tractor pull and they
answered, “The tractors were

loud and fast.” I asked Callan if
he would like to drive one of the
big tractors some day and he
replied, “Yes, when I am a big
guy.”
The more fun things we can do as
a family and develop common interests is the glue that bonds
family together. Staying involved
in our children’s lives as they mature will build trust and show our
love for them. Kids grow up so
fast and our time with them now
pays big dividends later in life.
One of my favorite songs from the
70’s is “Cats in the cradle” sung
by Harry Chapin. It’s a snapshot
of how fast we go through life. We
control our happiness. Share it
with others.

FREE CLASSIFIEDS thevalleystar.net
Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL
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Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES

Hudson Johnson amazed at the size of the tractor wheel.
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Athens Kiddie Carnival
extended to Aug. 11

T

he Athens Lions Club 2018
Kiddie Carnival has been extended for an additional
weekend. The carnival will now be
open each Thursday, Friday and
Saturday night thorough Saturday,
August 11th. The hours are
6:30p.m. to 9:30 p.m. with free
admission and each ride is just
one 50 cent ticket.
The Carnival has 9 rides for toddlers and young children, including
a miniature train, swings, small
ferris wheel and miniature roller
coaster. A lighted scrambler ride
was recently added. The carnival
was extended in part to allow kids
an extra weekend to ride this replacement scrambler ride that was
recently acquired by the Lions Club
and because a few other rides
have been down. The popular
rocket ship rides have been inoperable ever since they were hit by
a vehicle in early July.
The Kiddie Carnival is operated by erates for 6 weekends each sum- at 309 E Forrest Street.. Additional book page: Athens Lions Club KidAthens Lions Club members and mer. The Kiddie Carnival is located information about the Kiddie Car- die Carnival.
other volunteers and normally op- across from Athens Middle School nival can be found at their Face-

Strickland

Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone
Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

25
YEARS
EXP

Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
August 10, 2018
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by Flo Doughty

It’s a bird, it’s a plane…
it’s Superhero Fun Day and Family Expo!

D

ust off your cape and find
your mask for childhood
cancer month in
September and join Eli’s Block
Party Childhood Cancer Foundation for the fifth annual event
which offers kids activities, food,
and music.
The awareness event, held on
September 8 at Big Spring
Memorial Park in Athens, begins
at 10 a.m. and ends with a free
concert by The Flashbacks Show
Band at 3 p.m. So, bring your
lawn chairs and blankets to enjoy
the day.
The Parade of Heroes begins at
10:15 a.m. to bring the realistic
Superheroes into the park. Then
enjoy kids activities hosted by
local businesses, food trucks,
vendors, DJ Dave’s music in the
Bat Cave, The Lego Brick House,
Super Shear for donating hair,
prized drawings and Real Heroes
featuring local police, sheriff
deputies, fire personnel, farmers,
and this year utility linemen.
The event is free to attend with
some rental activities requiring a
purchased bracelet for the
charity.
This is a great opportunity for
local businesses, churches,
organizations, to engage the
community by hosting a kids
activity and promoting their
business. The space is free if a
kids activity is provided and no
Page 10

sales or orders are taken. Vendor
space is also available.
Organizers are expecting about
4,000 people to visit throughout
the day. The event stimulates
local tourism by drawing from the

surrounding areas and attracts
people of all ages. More
information about the event and
about Eli’s Block Party is at
www.elisblockparty.org.
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DEB’S

Delights

by Debra Johnson

Roasted Vegetables from the Pioneer Woman

S

ince we are in the middle of
gardening season, I thought
this recipe might be a good
way to use up those vegetables.
You may also add or substitute
other vegetables from what this
recipe calls for.
1 bunch asparagus
1 red onion
1 red bell pepper
1 medium eggplant
1/2 butternut squas
(peeled and seeded)

8 oz. mushrooms
3 garlic cloves, minced
1/3 cup olive oil
Salt and black pepper to taste
1 tsp. Montreal Steak Seasoning
(or your favorite seasoning)
Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Cut
asparagus (tough ends removed)
into 2 to 3 inch pieces. Chop the
onion into wedges and chop the
bell pepper into chunks. Cut the
mushrooms into quarters, and

August 10, 2018

cut the eggplant into thick slices,
then into chunks.
Finally, cut the butternut squash
into large pieces. Throw all the
veggies into a bowl with the garlic, then drizzle in the olive oil.

Sprinkle on salt and pepper to
taste, and the seasoning of your
choice, and toss all together.
Spread the coated vegetables on
two rimmed baking sheets so
that they have plenty of room,

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

then roast them for 20 min.,
shaking the pans twice during
that time. If needed, roast for 5
to 10 minutes more, until the veggies are browned and tender.
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

Summer school and cotton picking

L

iving in the county and attending county schools resulted in starting school in
early August. County schools
would take a fall break for cotton
picking. Many farmers raised
cotton throughout the county, and
workers were needed to harvest
the white gold. Farm families
were usually made up of several
children, and everyone pitched in
to get the cotton out of the field.

Going back to school in August
was extremely hot. You were
lucky if there was a window fan in
your classroom. The fans moved
the hot air and didn’t serve as
much of a relief from the heat.
Our new shirts for back to school
were long sleeves, and that didn’t
help any. Sometimes we could
talk the teacher into going outside and have class under a
shade tree. Usually a breeze was
blowing and it was cooler outside.
Riding on the school bus on the
gravel roads was also hot and
dusty. If the bus windows were
opened dust would come through
the open windows and get on
your clothes. If the windows were
left closed, the temperatures inside the school bus got pretty uncomfortable.
Football practice was after
school, and conditioning in the
August heat caused dehydration.
Salt tablets were issued to the
football players in hot weather. A
lot has been learned since back
then. Now water breaks are regularly scheduled throughout practice. Players worked on the farm
all summer hauling hay, and were
used to the heat pretty much. The
guys who didn’t work outside
would give out pretty quick.
The first few games were played
in August, and the community
support was always great. The
younger kids and folks of the
neighborhood respected the football players. Word would get out

about a cross county rival having
a good quarterback or running
back. I remember Ardmore always had a good team and very
seldom lost a game. The Ardmore
players were physical and attacked the ball with vengeance.
Many of us had rather stayed in
school than in the cotton field.
We starting picking cotton when
the dew lifted and picked to 4:30
p.m. six days a week. The cotton
had to be picked before the rainy
weather set in.

old timers will say “look how
much cotton that machine left.”
More bales per acres are produced today than ever before
with far less manual labor.

Back to School
from puzzlemaker.com
answers on page 18

By late October the cotton was
picked, and it was time to start
back to school. We were glad to
go back to school and be free
from the cotton field work.
The money made by picking cotton was great and helped us have
spending money throughout the
fall. We realized the cotton was
what put money in our pockets
and food on the kitchen table.
Families would move farm to farm
helping each other out until the
cotton was harvested.
I have heard folks refer to the
50’s and 60’s as the good old

To advertise in The Star call
Sonny Turner | 256-431-5498 or
Kathy Thornton | 256-777-1425
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days. I beg to differ. The invention
of the mechanical cotton picker
was a great engineering innovation. After a modern day picker is
finished with a cotton field the

bookbag
folders
pencils
calculator
computer
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scissors
teachers
principal
football
assignment

highlighter
gluestick
whiteboard
experiment
dictionary
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

Athens brick streets history
December 7, 1846
Commissioner’s Court Order
Book 1841-1858, p. 128
Ordered that John R. Mason and
Frederick B. Nelson be appointed
a committee to superintend the
pulling off the guttering and repairing roof on court house and
the making of a brick pavement
around the courthouse of this
county.
Limestone Democrat
August 21, 1919
A Swift Workman
The actual laying of brick on the
business streets of Athens began
Tuesday morning when the block
just west of the railroad on Washington Street was started. A large
number of people were on hand
to watch the expert colored handler of brick employed by the Merrill people. This negro kept a
dozen other negroes busy bringing him brick and it is said that
laying 50,000 brick per day is an
easy matter for him. After watching him work for a few minutes
one is ready to believe the statement, if he is assured that
enough men can be employed to
supply him with brick. He runs
four rows at one time and doesn’t
bend his back, simply bending at
the hip and knees. It is a sight
worth witnessing, as the balance
of the “gang” has to get all kinds
of “pep” into them to keep up
with him.
Limestone Democrat,
July 17, 1919
Street Work Strike: Employees of
Merrill Road Improvement Co.
Walk Out Monday Afternoon –
Work Resumed
At 4:05 Monday afternoon practically all of the white and negroes,
including “Bill,” walked out of the
ditch on the public square demanding an increase of wages.
The Merrill Company was paying
25 cents per hour and strikers
wanted 30 cents per hour. The
company declined to grant the
demands of the strikers and
Tuesday morning resumed work
with a diminished crew, but this
(Wednesday) morning practically
all of the negro hands had returned to work at the same rate
of pay – 25 cents per hour. Several white men who did not strike
are still on the job.
Some years ago, when the sewer
system was laid in Athens, a simiPage 14

Brick streets around the Limestone County Courthouse are visible in this 1939 photo.
lar strike took place, the employees demanding $1.25 per day instead of $1.00. The strike at that
time was not successful.

the brick to its former glory. A
rendering was even created to
show how The Square would look
with brick streets.

Alabama Courier, April 7, 1920
The Merrill road improvement
people who have the contract for
paving the public square, are utilizing every sunny hour in forcing
their work ahead and a few more
weeks and the entire square will
be paved and a block each way. It
will be an occasion for general rejoicing when the work is finished.
It has been a hard time on the
town and the people, delayed by
continuous rains and winter
weather for months.

“It really is the smartest thing to
do,” said Wayne Kuykendall, who
chairs the Storytelling Festival,
held annually on the Square.
“There are places throughout the
country (creating brick streets)
and we have the original thing.
It’s such an advertising tool, but
getting people to see that and
understand that is hard because
we don’t have a lot of
visionaries.”

An idea hatched back in the late
1990s to improve downtown
Athens is being revived, though
city officials have doubts about
its feasibility.
At the July 23 City Council
meeting, resident and business
owner Scott Marshall spoke
about the need to restore the
original brick thoroughfares
around The Square, since
covered by asphalt. He believes
restoring the original surface will
bring people to downtown Athens
and potentially save it for future
generations.
“There’s a part of me that says if
we don’t pay attention to
downtown, it’s going to die,”
Marshall said Tuesday.
“Everything is going east, but our
real city is downtown. If we lose it,
we’ll never get it back.”
Back in 1997, a group got
together in an effort to restore

The brick is evident in certain
spots around The Square, and is
particularly noticeable in front of
Limestone Drug. Though there
are piles of crumbled brick in
some spots, it’s easy to see —
and imagine — how the streets
may have looked back in the
1930s.
Marshall said it’s believed the
brick was paved with asphalt in
the late 1930s or sometime after
World War II. During that time,
many of the storefronts around
The Square were also updated
with metal elements in an effort
to modernize.
Like Kuykendall, Marshall
believes bringing back the brick
would restore the downtown
charm. He believes the rougher
brick surface may slow traffic and
make it more pedestrian friendly.
Mayor Ronnie Marks isn’t
opposed to the idea of restoring
the brick streets, but he’s
concerned about the cost and

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

potential drainage issues. He
added that city officials have
looked at similar streets,
including Toomer’s Corner in
Auburn. The mayor believes the
best option may be to restore
sections of the brick.
“I don’t want to say ‘no,’ but I
don’t think it’s feasible to do the
whole Square,” he said.
James Rich, director of Athens
Public Works, said it would cost
$200,000 to $400,000 to
reclaim the brick. He explained
there have been several utility
cuts made in the street, and
another water department cut is
yet to come.
“Once you expose the brick, if you
don’t like the surface you see,
then you have to make the
decision to (repave with
asphalt),” Rich said.
Once the ongoing project to make
The Square more pedestrian
friendly is complete, Rich said it
could be resurfaced as early as
2019. It would also be restriped,
which would pose a problem with
a brick surface.
Marshall hopes city leaders find a
way to bring a touch of the old
Athens back to present day, and
he’d like to hear from others who
feel the same way. He welcomes
comments about the issue on his
personal Facebook page at
https://bit.ly/2n08id4.
“I’m real passionate about it, and
I think there are others who feel
the same way,” he said.
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Back in Session

C

an you believe summer is
already over? It seems like
we were just celebrating
the last day of school by driving to
the beach and going to the Kiddie
Carnival. Kids everywhere will be
groaning in the mornings when
the alarm goes off. Parents will
be rejoicing to finally get some
peace and quiet while the kids
are off at school. School is back
in session.

As you are sending your kids back
to school, I think it’s good we go
over a few reminders. These are
good for not only the kids, but for
the parents and even the grandparents.
First, kids are going to be spending more time at school than they
are at home. As a parent, this is
scary. Think of the influence that
they will receive from teachers
and friends. You will have no idea
what thoughts are put into their
minds. You will have no way to
stop a friend or teacher from
being a bad influence. A student

can spend almost 80% of their
awake time away from mom and
dad. Don’t worry. Take a breath.
It’s going to be okay. This leads
us to our next reminder.
Second, make your time count.
Since you have so little time with
your children and grandchildren,
make the time you do have,
count. Don’t’ spend the time arguing, lecturing, or reprimanding.
There are necessary times for all
those things, however, make sure
to also spend time nurturing and
strengthening your relationship. If
you can’t have quantity time with
your kids, you must have quality
time. Talk to them about what
they are dealing with at school.
Talk to them about their interests.
Most importantly, talk to them
about God.
Third, remind your children who
will always be there. Moses told
the children of Israel to talk to
their children about God when
they sit at home and walk along
the road, when they lie down and

Kevin Harrington
when they get up (Deut. 11:19).
In other words, make God a part
of your everyday conversation.
Pray together. Read the Bible together. Talk about letting your
light shine while with friends at
school. Talk about taking a stand
for truth even when people at
school won’t. Talk about how Elijah stood alone when the hundreds of prophets of Baal spoke
against him. Talk about how Esther, one woman, stood in front of
a king with courage. Talk about
how when everyone else ran,
Jesus stood bravely to fulfill God’s

plan.
Time is limited with our children…
so make the most of it. They will
spend more time with peers and
teachers, but that doesn’t mean
they need to have the greatest influence. Proverbs says, “Train up
a child in the way he should go
and when he is old, he will not
depart from it” (22:6). Make your
time count. Teach them about
God. School is back in session
and we all know God won’t be
taught in the schools…so make
sure He is taught in your home.

1806 Wilkinson Street
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any
excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”
August 10, 2018
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TVA hoping to stop spread of Asian Carp

T

he Tennessee Valley Authority is working in collaboration
with the Tennessee Wildlife
Resource Agency and other organizations to stop the spread of
Asian carp. Through public awareness, emphasis on commercial
fishing and hosting the occasional
bowfishing tournament, TWRA
hopes to control these invasive
fish currently living in some Valley
waterways.

According to a news release from
the TVA earlier this month, three of
four invasive species of Asian carp
— bighead carp, silver carp and
black carp — are relatively new to
the system and pose the biggest
threat. Grass carp —a lso known as
white amur — are the fourth
species and are commonly used
as biological control for aquatic
nuisance plant species. Grass
carp pose little threat to the Valley’s waterways in comparison to
the three other species.

aquaculture ponds in the delta
areas of the Mississippi River during extreme flooding. Since then
they have migrated through the
Missouri River and the lock-anddam systems of the Ohio, Tennessee and Cumberland rivers.

The silver carp is the species most Fisheries Management Team —
which is tasked with controlling
concerning to boaters’ safety.
“We want boaters to be aware that carp — and is supporting TWRA’s
these fish jump,” Fiss explains. “It efforts to prevent the Asian carp’s
is not like the fish target you, but spread and minimize the impact
people should be wary of their ran- these fish have on Valley waterdom jumps. Anyone hit by large ways.

Although these nuisance carp cannot swim into all reservoirs, they
could be unintentionally introduced by fisherman.

carp could be injured.”

To further reduce the possibility of
these occurrences, TWRA recently
partnered with the Kentucky De“We are asking people to be cau- partment of Fish and Wildlife Retious when they are harvesting live sources to host a tournament.
bait,” says Frank Fiss, TWRA chief of During the 12-hour event, 81
Fisheries. “Small carp look very sim- teams harvested 17,000 pounds
ilar to threadfin shad and gizzard of Asian carp.
Biologists from TVA’s River and
shad, and we don’t want anyone to “The thinking is, by reducing the Reservoir Compliance Monitoring
mistake them and accidentally number of these invasives in the team collect data for a wide variety
move them to new waters.”
lake, they are less likely to move of projects, including permits for
To control Asian carp in TVA reser- upstream to the next lake,” Fiss TVA facilities, natural resource
voirs where they are already estab- says. “These fish have not been stewardship and partnerships with
lished, like Kentucky Lake, TWRA very successful spawners in recent external groups. They monitor
is providing commercial fishing years, and fish populations with er- more than 1,800 stream sites and
and bowfishing incentives to en- ratic spawning patterns should be 49 reservoirs in the Valley to encourage carp harvest. This is a more vulnerable to commercial sure TVA’s operations continue to
strategic effort to reduce the fishing. We want to overfish this support and sustain a healthy watershed.
threat to boaters and aquatic re- population.”

Asian carp were first introduced to
public waterways in the early sources.
1990s when they escaped from

Page 16

“We maintain an open line of communication with agency biologists
and partners working to control
the spread of nuisance species,”
says John Justice, TVA Fisheries biologist. “We are an extra set of
eyes for aquatic resource managers.”

TVA is a member of the Ohio River

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

(This article came from a
TVA news release)
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The

Floor Gallery
25065 US HWY 72
Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65
in big tan building

256-216-9055
For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts
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HORSE SENSE

by Jim Swanner

Can You Read Your Horse?

D

o you know how to read your
horse? I mean really read
him. If not, you are missing
a lot of good information that
could help you in your relationship
with your horse. Your horse may
not be confident around you, he
may not be so sure about you, if
you act like a predator. Your horse
may want to be beside you all the
time and you can hardly get him
out of your hip pocket.
You may read this as my horse is
friendly and loving when it may be
unconfident. He may also be
expressing dominance and
pushiness and you read it as
something else. You really need to
know the difference.
Do you know when your horse is
Right Brained or Left Brained? Or
did you know there is a Right and
Left braininess.
There is right brained introvert,
right brained extrovert, Right brain
catatonic.
There is confident and
unconfident.
There is dominance, there is
playful and there is bored.
Over the next couple of days I want
you to think about these
characteristics and associate
them with your horse and your
horse's behavior. Try to decide
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which one and under what
circumstances was your horse a
particular characteristic. Then call
me with questions.. 256 874
6781.
You Have to know your horse to
begin the relationship.
You need to know what body
language to look for in your horse
to see these characteristics and
also how to handle it. What tactics
to use. (We offer classroom
sessions for 15+ persons on this
subject. It’s a six hour session. If
you have a group that would like to
be in this class, contact us at K-I-N
Stables Athens, AL).

Available one-on-one
Available for Clinics
Speaker, Clinician
Writer for: The Valley Star;
The Star Sportsman newspapers
Tennessee Valley Agriculture Magazine; Horse and Ranch Magazine

Personal page:
www.facebook.com/jim.swanner.9
Professional Page:
www.facebook.com/JimSwanner
www.facebook.com/jimswannermedia
www.facebook.com/jimswanner.kinstables

Back to School
from puzzlemaker.com
answers

Understanding and reading your
horse is where you need to begin
in your horsemanship.
Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611
www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through
Communication
256.874.6781
Host ‘All About Horses’
radio WKAC 1080 AM
(Streaming at
www.WKAC1080.com)
Member: Board of Director
Alabama Horse Council
Owner KIN Stables Horse Boarding Facility
Natural Horsemanship Sessions
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Aug 9,10 & 11, 2018 — EXTENDED ONE WEEK — Athens
Lions Club Kiddie Carnival
opens at 309 East Forrest
Street (at the corner of Beaty
and Forrest Street across from
Athens Middle School) in Athens
from 6:30-9:30PM. Tickets are
$0.50 each, 1 ticket for each
ride. Concessions available.
Aug 10, 2018 — Art After Hours
with High Cotton Arts (103 West
Washington Street in Athens)
starting at 5:00PM with music,
free snacks and crafts for the
kids.
Aug 10, 2018 — Singing on the
Square: Athens State Community Band will be performing at
6:30PM on the steps of the
Limestone County Courthouse
on the Marion Street side in
downtown Athens AL. For more
information: 256-232-5411 or
Summer Concert Series
Aug 10, 2018 — AmVets Burger
Time Join American Veterans
Post 21 (22769 Black Road in
Athens) for a juicy burger and
fries from 5:00PM-8:00PM for
$5.00. Extend your evening
with Karaoke Night fun for
$5.00 admission and over
30,000 songs to perform. For
more information: 256-4442793 or www.AmVetsAL21.com
Aug 11, 18, 2018 — Athens
Saturday Market is a state-certified farmers market. Enjoy
fresh produce, baked goods,
music, art, and crafts at the

Green Street pavilion (409 West
Green Street in Athens) from
8:00AM to 12:00PM. FACEBOOK
Aug 11, 2018 — 9/11 Heroes
Run Pancake Breakfast at the
Alabama Veterans Museum
(100 West Pryor Street in
Athens) from 8:00AM-10:00AM
benefitting the Alabama Veterans Museum (100 West Pryor
Street in Athens) and the Travis
Manion Foundation. $5.00 for
pancakes, sausage, orange
juice or coffee. Tickets at Museum or door.

Barnes Park (Ardmore Ridge
Road in Ardmore, TN) from
10:00AM-3:00PM with over 4
acres of cars, live music and
more. Spectator Admission is
$5.00 per person; $15.00 per
family; Kids 12 and under are
free. Information and Registration ArdmoreCarShow.com

Aug 11, 2018 -- Women's Resource Center 4th Annual
Fundraiser at the Limestone
County Event Center (114 West
Pryor Street in Athens) starting
at 5:00PM with music by
Bradley Walker and guest
speaker Ryan Dobson. Advance
Aug 11, 2018 — Fish Fry
tickets required at savalifeathFundraiser with Elkmont Volunens.org
teer Fire Department at the Station (19667 Sandlin Road in Aug 14, 21, 2018 — Donnell
Elkmont starting at 11:00AM House PastPort Tour at the hisuntil it’s gone. Fish Plate in- toric home (601 South Clinton
cludes 2 pieces of fish, 2 hush Street in Athens) from 10:00AMpuppies, french fries, slaw, 12:00PM featuring the history
drink, dessert for $10.00. Hot and tales of the Donnell Family
Plate includes hot dog, french and Athens. No admission, dofries, drink and dessert for nations welcome. Bring your Al$6.00.
abama 200 Pastport or
purchase on site and receive
Aug 11, 2018 — Dog Day with
your stamp during your visit. For
SK Salon (1117 U.S. Highway
more information: 239-24972 E in Athens) benefiting
2211
Athens-Limestone Animal Shelter from 9:00AM-11:00AM with Aug 15, 2018 — Storytime in
a day of puppy kisses, dog baths the Park with Athens-Limestone
and treats for your furbabies, County Public Library at Big
and meet-and-greet with your Spring Memorial Park (100
future pup. Pet food donations North Beaty Street in Athens)
collected-dry, can, and treats. from 10:15AM-10:45AM with inFor info: 256-800-1088
teractive stories, songs and activities. Bring a blanket or chair.
Aug 11, 2018 -- Ardmore QuarInfo: 256-232-1233
terback Car Show at John

Aug 16, 2018 -- AmVets Country-Fried Steak Dinner at the
American Veterans Post 21
(22769 Black Road in Athens)
for a country-fried steak meal
from 11:00AM-1:00PM or
5:00PM-8:00PM for $6.50. All
are welcome. For more information:
256-444-2793
or
www.AmVetsAL21.com
Aug 16, 23, 2018 — Donnell
House PastPort Tour at the historic home (601 South Clinton
Street in Athens) from 2:00PM4:00PM featuring the history
and tales of the Donnell Family
and Athens. No admission, donations welcome. Bring your Alabama 200 Pastport or
purchase on site and receive
your stamp during your visit. For
more information: 239-2492211
Aug 17, 2018 -- Sporting Clay
Tournament with the Limestone County Chamber of Commerce at the Limestone Hunting
Preserve (28755 Coggins Road
in Ardmore, AL) starting at
7:30AM.
4-man Teams:
$550.00 with lunch and 100
clays included. Deadline: July
27, 2018 To register or more
info: 256-232-2600
Aug 17, 2018 — Fridays After
Five Downtown Athens stays
open late and offers shopping
and dining specials, music, art
and more. End your work week
by staying late with us for Fridays After Five.

321 South Jefferson Street • Athens, AL 35611
1880 HWY 72 East • Athens, AL 35613
256.216.6373 or 866.363.3344 Toll Free
www.fnbforyou.com
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.
Jefferson Street at Green Street
Athens, AL 35611
256-232-1130
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:
• Personal Injury

• Family Law

- Automobile Accidents
- Workman’s Compensation
- 18-Wheeler Accidents
- Products Liability

- Divorce
- Guardianship
- Custody
- Wills and Probate

• Social Security Disability
• General Law
- Litigation
- Corporate and LLC Formations
- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance
- Landlord — Tenant Matters
- Real Property Issues

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

James M. Corder
jcorder@acpbs.com

Mitch Shelly
mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen
zburgreen@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam

Christie Bennett

Guy Fry

Chris Shindorf

Linda Toone

Leonel White

Corporate Broker • Limestone
256-777-3300

Associate Broker/Realtor®
256-771-3744

Realtor®/Auctioneer
256-337-0639

Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Associate Broker
256-777-1069

Associate Broker
256-337-3165

James Phillips

Liz Wingard

Heather Green

Shewatha Yates Gusler

Glynda Walker

Jacky Patterson Jr.

Broker • Lauderdale
256-656-2370

Associate Broker, GRI
256-777-3988

Realtor®
256-874-1147

Realtor®
256-874-6034

Realtor®
256-431-1474

Realtor®
256-874-6033

Jane Harrington

Kim Shindorf

Julie Osborn

Dale Carter

Anton Etenko

James Martinez

Managing Broker • Madison
256-325-0008

Associate Broker/Realtor
256-431-7916

Realtor®
256-206-0581

Realtor®
256-898-4358

Realtor®
256-763-3123

Realtor®
256-335-0611

Chris Corum

Dusti Hafner

Susan Farmer

Realtor®
256-412-9516

Realtor®
623-523-1939

Missey DeGroﬀ
Realtor®
256-508-8432

18089 Hightower Road • Tanner • $650 mo.
MLS#1098241 • Christie Bennett, 256-771-3744

Realtor
256-652-1662
®

9 W Hwy 72 • Clements • $59,900
MLS#1071999 • Jacky Patterson, 256-874-6033

Allyson Davis
Realtor®
256-508-6782

Erica Crunk
Realtor®
256-508-6782

18821 Bream Bluﬀ Road • Clements • $79,900
MLS#1092640 • Leonel White, 256-337-3165

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

17076 Ferry Road • Tanner • $98,000
MLS#1098107 • Christie Bennett, 256-771-3744

715 Washington Street • Athens • $98,900
MLS#1091996 • Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

Shinnecock Hills Drive • Athens • $128,500
MLS#1053216 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

17061 Blackburn Road • Clements • $192,900
MLS#1094614 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

25575 Gray Stone Drive • E. Limestone • $219,900
MLS#1085559 • Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

14203 Mooresville Road • Athens • $225,900
MLS#1072001 • Jacky Patterson, 256-874-6033

305 Brookwood Drive • Athens • $225,900
MLS#1097586 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

18015 Elles Drive • Athens • $259,000
MLS#1093086 • Leonel White, 256-337-3165

604 Box Street • Athens • $259,900
MLS#1094356 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

17064 Obsidian Circle • Athens • $299,900
MLS#1088705 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

26262 Apple Orchard Lane • E. Limestone • $329,000
MLS#1071599 • Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

1109 Trenton Drive • Decatur • $475,000
MLS#1091072, Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

1355 Mitchell Road • Pulaski • $699,533
MLS#1098411 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Menefee Road • E. Limestone • $18,000
MLS#1092637 • Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

250 Rolling Brook Drive • Rogersville • $28,500
MLS#1096119 • James Phillips, 256-656-2370

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
August 10, 2018
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

1784 County Road 89 • Anderson • $75,000
MLS#1096857 • James Phillips, 256-656-2370

21641 Daveen Drive • Elkmont • $129,800
MLS#1082205 • James Martinez, 256-335-0611

311 Happy Hollow Drive • Florence • $337,000
MLS#1080710 • Kim Shindorf, 256-256-431-7916

26840 Scoggins Road • Elkmont • $375,000
MLS#1095171 • Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

202 Willow Oak Drive • Muscle Shoals • $380,017
MLS#1089962 • James Martinez, 256-335-0611

6400 Snake Road • Clements • $850,000
MLS#1095101 • James Phillips, 256-656-2370

122 Edgebrook Drive • Ardmore • $225,900
MLS#1083412 • Missey DeGroﬀ, 256-508-8432

2847 Saddletree Blvd. • Huntsville • $39,900
MLS#1092860 • Jane Harrington, 256-325-0008

3107 Fouche Drive • Huntsville • $110,000
MLS#1084067 • Missey DeGroﬀ, 256-508-8432

We are pleased to welcome our newest agent,
Erica Crunk to our Lauderdale oﬃce!

941 Blake Bottom Road• Madison
$2,522,545
MLS#1098273
James Martinez

256-335-0611

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
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