
May/June 2019FREE

T H E  VA L L E Y

STAR
SERVING THE TENNESSEE VALLEY                www.thevalleystar.net

Case IH is pleased to 
recognize H&R Agri-Power 
in Tanner, Alabama for 

achieving Pinnacle Excellence 
status for 2018 in all six areas of 
their business – Parts, Operations, 
Service, Marketing, Sales and 
AFS.

Pinnacle Excellence Program is 
a company-wide initiative devel-
oped cooperatively by Case IH and 
the Case IH Dealer Advisory Board 
to help dealers deliver a best-in-
class experience in today’s con-
stantly changing agriculture land-
scape. It recognizes dealerships 
for achievement in the key areas 
identifi ed as important to success 
by both dealers and Case IH.   

“The Pinnacle Excellence Pro-
gram serves as the blueprint to 
help Case IH dealers evolve into 
best-in-class businesses to better 
serve our customers and meet the 
increasing demands required to 
sell, service and maintain sophis-
ticated agricultural equipment,” 
said Scott Harris, Case IH Vice 
President of North American agri-
cultural business.  

The six areas where Case IH deal-
erships are evaluated are:

Parts – Dealerships are evaluated 
on customer satisfaction; retail 
selling environment; personnel 
competency and training; and in-

ventory management processes.

Operations – Dealerships are eval-
uated on leadership and team de-
velopment; process improvement; 
business planning; commitment 
to a safe, well-organized work en-
vironment; professional career de-
velopment; and standard operat-
ing policies and procedures.

Service – Dealerships are evaluat-
ed on their ability to support cus-

tomer and product requirements; 
representation of a positive, profes-
sional brand image; commitment 
to high levels of technical compe-
tency; maintaining a safe, well-or-
ganized and well-equipped service 
environment; and competency and 
training of service personnel.

Marketing – Dealerships are eval-
uated on their strategic marketing 
efforts; promotion of the Case IH 
brand and individual dealership; 

proper retailing and merchandising 
environments; participation in ad-
vertising and promotions; and cus-
tomer relationship management.

Sales – Dealerships are evaluated
on their retail sales environment;
personnel competency and train-
ing; sales pursuance methodolo-
gy and technology; and customer
satisfaction process. 

continued on page 16

H&R Agri-Power earns Case IH recognition

H&R Agri-Power’s team.
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 The 36th Annual Limestone Sheriff’s Rodeo is coming to town! May 17th & 18th Don’t miss it!
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 I was looking at some old 
photographs of Athens and 
Limestone County the other day 
and came across a drawing of the 
old Mill Village in Athens by James 
Croley Smith . Seeing that drawing 
brought back a lot of memories.

I don’t remember the Mill Village, 
which existed for years just east of 
North Jefferson Street and west 
of the railroad tracks behind what 
is now known as the Southern 
Traders Flea Market. What I 
remember most about it is the old 
rock tower that stood 200 feet or 
so tall after the Mill Village was 
long gone. The tower has a history 
that not many Athens folks will 
ever forget.

If you recall, our city leaders 
wanted that old tower that some 
called unsafe and an “eyesore” 
down so they hired an area expert 
by the name of “Dynamite Atkins” 
to bring it down with one big bang. 

That was back in the early 1970s. 
The old tower stood alone and 
reminded many Athenians of the 
days when the old Mill Village was 
popular. History has it that the Mill 
Village tower was constructed in 
1910.

Well, Dynamite Atkins announced 
that he was going to bring the 
tower down with something he was 
named after, a stick of dynamite. 
He layed out the ground work and 
released statements saying that 
he was going to blast it down on a 
week day somewhere around the 
lunch hour. Reporters and a few 
interested town people were there 
to see it done.

When old Dynamite set the charge, 
it let out a big boom that could 
be heard for miles. But, what he 
didn’t fi gure on was the damage 
this charge would make. Many 
might have felt Athens was being 
invaded by the Russian Army 

because old Dynamite’s blast 
sent rocks zinging though the air 

like bullets. 
Windshields 
in cars and 
trucks were 
broken out 
and house 
w i n d o w s 
and glass in 
homes and 

businesses in Athens were broken 
or damaged as far away as East 
Hobbs Street.

The blast itself did little damage 
to the sturdy tower. After it was 
all said and done, the old rock 
tower was still standing tall and 
appeared to be smiling down on 
old Dynamite.

If my memory serves me correctly, 
it was several weeks later before 
they fi nally brought the old tower 
to the ground, and it was not from 
another charge of dynamite like 

the fi rst one. It may have come 
from a wrecking ball of sorts 
because city leaders certainly did 
not want a repeat of the fi rst blast.

Some still recall the day Dynamite
set the charge at the old tower.  
They say it was, “the day Athens 
shook.”

 The day Athens shook
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How is your garden growing?
By Debra Johnson

It is mid-May and we are busy, 
busy getting the garden all plant-
ed. We have just fi nished plant-

ing the beans, peas, cucumbers, 
and squash. We referred to the  
Farmer’s Almanac as to the time 
to plant the transplants such as 
peppers and tomatoes.  So we got 
them in the ground last weekend.
According to the bare tables at the 
greenhouse, we might have been 
a little late planting them.

This year, I am planting a ‘goose-
neck’ green bean that has trickled 
all the way from Indiana through 
a friend of mine.  I am anxious to 
see how they grow here.

They are supposed to have  large 
beans inside the climbing green 
bean.  I also had been wanting 
to plant pinto beans, which is a 
bush green bean.  I can remem-
ber eating those as a child at my 
Granny’s house and have always 
wanted to plant them, but could 
not fi nd them until this year.

We went and got a couple of 
scoops of gin dirt to put around all 
the plants.  I am thinking this rich 
compost will be a natural fertilizer 
for the plants.  We keep mounding 
the dirt up around the potatoes to 
give them plenty of room to pro-
duce potatoes and which should 

also help  drain them from the 
standing water when it rains.  The 
only thing we have left to plant are 
the sweet potato plants.  We will 
begetting the ground prepared for 
them and get them planted in the 
next week or two.

I always try to save a few things 

for the grandchildren to help plant 
when they come to visit.  They 
love playing in the dirt in the gar-
den, but I want them to see how 
we plant the seeds and let them 
watch the plants grow and ma-
ture into the vegetables that we 
eat.  The long growing period is a 

hard concept for them.  They think
when you say, “There is the corn 
we planted.”  They say, “But there 
are no corn cobs.”  

But, they will surely enjoy helping 
gather the vegetables when they
are ready.

How is your garden growing? 

T
H

E

Garden is beginning to really grow. Potatoes, onions, and 
cabbage in picture.

Grandchildren, Callan and Jude helping plant the squash and cucumber seeds.

A good stand of corn. 
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Athens and Limestone County 
leaders are encouraging 
the public to get passionate 

about purple the week of May 5.

Athens Mayor Ronnie Marks and 
Limestone County Commission 
Chairman Collin Daly signed a joint 
proclamation on Friday naming 
May 5-11 as Paint the Town Purple 
Week in Athens and Limestone 
County. The proclamation 
encourages citizens to participate 
in Relay for Life activities, 
educate themselves about cancer 
prevention and treatments, and 
support fi nding a cure.

According to the American Cancer 
Society, the fi ve-year survival rate 
increased from 49 percent in 
1975 to 69 percent by 2014. The 
American Cancer Society is funding 
11 grants at Alabama universities 
this year, totaling $5,598,250, 
and those grants focus on a 
variety of cancer-related issues 
such as Glioblastoma, HPV, breast 
cancer, pediatric oncology, brain 
cancer and preventive screenings. 
In addition to research, the 
American Cancer Society provides 
cancer patients with a 24-hour 
informational hotline, support 
programs, lodging assistance and 
more.

“I dare say everyone in our 
community knows someone who 
has battled cancer,” Marks said. 

“It means a lot to me that our city 
has supported having a Relay for 
Life team since 1999. Relay for 
Life is more than raising money. 
It’s also about raising awareness 
and supporting those in your 
community.”

Limestone County’s teams do 
projects throughout the year 
such as gift baskets for patients 
undergoing chemotherapy, blood 
drives, collecting cola tabs for 
Ronald McDonald House at St. 
Jude and sending holiday cards to 
survivors.

“Cancer has in some way touched 
all of our lives,” said Daly said.  
“The Commission is honored 
to light the Limestone County 
Courthouse Relay for Life purple 
during the month of May to honor 
the ones that we have lost to this 
terrible disease and celebrate the 
survivors.”

Friday, May 10 - Relay Night
Sportsplex on U.S. 31
6 p.m. to midnight

Opening ceremonies will start at 
6 p.m. with posting of the colors, 
the National Anthem, and Why 
We Relay testimonials. Then 
survivors will walk a lap, then 
caregivers, then teams and then 
fi rst responders/military. There 
will be live music by Trippin’ Dixie 
and other activities throughout 
the night. At 9 a.m., there will 

be a moment to honor those 
fi ghting and remember those who 
fought. The public is welcome to 

attend. Teams will have various 
fundraisers such as food and 
items for sale.

Athens and Limestone getting
passionate about purple

City of Athens Relay for Life Team

Mayor Marks and Chairman Daly signing the proclamation. 
They are joined in the photo by Cherry Hammonds

with the American Cancer Society. 
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By Sonny Turner

It has been 17 years since the 
fi rst Limestone County Sports 
Hall of Fame class was inducted. 

This year another 10 members will 
be inducted.

The class of 2019 will be formally 
inducted and recognized at the 
17th annual Hall of Fame banquet 
which will be June 8 at the 
Limestone County Event Center.

The 2019 class are: Stacey 
Atkins, Jeff Harwell, Ben Holt, 
Philip Jennings, Shannon Davis 
Rutherford, Jesse Lockett, Jason 
Lucas, Larry Tribble, Henry Miller 
and Greg Yarbrough.

Limestone County Sports Hall 
of Fame president Jeff Hodges 
says the Hall of Fame Board of 
Directors has once again selected 
a group of individuals that are well 
deserving of their election to the 
Hall of Fame.

“This group has represented 
Limestone County in an exemplary 
manner through their athletic 
achievements and each one is 
certainly worthy of hall of fame 
recognition,” said Hodges. “It 
is a diverse group spanning 
multiple generations with many 
schools represented, a variety 
of sports represented, as well as 
representation based on playing 
and coaching accomplishments. 
Our Board looks forward to 
inducting this very distinguished 
group at our Introduction Banquet 
in June.”

Stacey Atkins was a former 
baseball and football star at Trinity 
High School. He later was a pitcher 
for the Chicago American Giants 
of the Negro American League. 

Jeff Harwell was an outstanding 
Track and Cross Country performer 
for Athens Bible School. He 
fi nished his career at ABS with 13 
state championships and fi ve state 
records. Harwell signed with Troy 
State and was an All-Conference 
selection for the Trojans.

Ben Holt was a multiple sport 
standout for Ardmore High School. 
He played baseball collegiately for 
Martin Methodist and Tennessee 

Tech. Holt led Tennessee Tech in 
RBI’s during his senior season 
while earning Academic All-
American honors.

Phillip Jennings played football 
and participated in Track and Field 
at Athens High School. He earned 
All-State honors in football and 
was twice a State Champion in 
Track and Field. He played football 
in college at Auburn University.

Shannon Davis Rutherford 
was a shortstop in softball for 
Athens High School and Calhoun 
Community College. She was a 
member of state championships 
at both AHS and at Calhoun 
Commnity College.

Rutherford played quarterback 
for the Minnesota Vixens of the 
Women’s Professional Football 
League.

Jesse Lockett played quarterback 
in football for East Limestone High 
School earning All-Conference 
honors. He was also a standout 
basketball player scoring 1,258 
career points and was named 
Limestone County Most Valuable 
Player his senior season. 

Jason Lucas was three-year starter 
in football for Athens High School. 
He rushed for 2,100 yard during 
his career for the Golden Eagles. 
He earned a football scholarship 
to Alabama State University where 
he played wide receiver and was 
a kickoff/punt returner for the 
Hornets.

Larry Tribble coached at both 
Ardmore and West Limestone 

High School. He coached the 
Lady Tigers to the softball state 
tournament. Tribble’s West 
Limestone girls basketball teams 
won 249 games during his 11-
year career with 10 of those teams 
advancing to either the sub-state 
or regional tournaments.

Henry “Hen” Miller was a 
dominating fast-pitch softball 
pitcher. Miller was generally 
regarded as one of the top pitchers 

in the state during the 1960’s
and 70’s. Miller possessed an
outstanding fastball and recorded 
numerous no-hitters.

Greg Yarbrough was an All-State
basketball player at Tanner High 
School. He was an USA Today 
All-American Honorable Mention
selection his senior season with 
the Rattlers while averaging 21 
points and 8 rebound per game. 
He played two seasons with
Snead State Community College 
averaging 11 points per game.

Admission to the banquet is $25 
and tickets will soon be available
at the United Way offi ce in Athens. 
For more information, contact 
Barry Devine at 256-777-3810.

The annual Martha Jo Leonard 
Memorial Golf Tournament will
be held at Canebrake Country 
Club on June 6 with proceeds 
going toward funding scholarships 
to local student-athletes. For 
more information regarding the
tournament, please contact 
Devine at 256-777-3810.
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 Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
R t & R ll St i kl dRRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuussssssssssttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyy &&&&&&&&&&&& RRRRRRRRRRRuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllll SSSSSSSSSSttttttttttrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkllllllllllllaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnddddddddddd Rusty & Russell Strickland
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 Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

 Dirt Works, LLC
 Strickland Strickland

 25
YEARS

EXP

Sports Hall of Fame to induct 10 on June 8th



May 10, 2019                                                                        THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                              Page 7

Athens Renaissance school 
students in grades 5th-6th 
recently took a fi eld trip to 

Camp McDowell, which is located in 
Nauvoo, Alabama in Winston County. 
The McDowell Environmental 
Center provides an experience that 
is impossible to fi nd in a classroom.

It is a place where students can see 
and feel exactly what they are being 
taught. Students are fascinated by a 
shiny beetle that they were afraid of 
once. This experience is the essence 
of McDowell Environmental Center.

Situated on 1,140 acres of fi elds and 
forests with miles of trails winding 
through the beautiful sandstone 
canyons, Camp McDowell is the 
perfect spot for young minds to 
learn about different animals in 
the forest, survival skills, canoeing, 
and the students favorite the Trust 
Swing. Project-based learning is a 
staple at ARS, and we strive to give 
students real-world experiences to 
problem-solve and experience the 

world outside of a school building.

ARS would like to thank Mrs. 
Leanne Hudleston for preparing and 
organizing this trip, so our students 
could have this opportunity. We 
would also like to thank ARS 
parents for entrusting us to have a 
safe trip with a myriad of learning 
opportunities.

Athens Renaissance School 
Students enjoy Camp McDowell

submitted by  Phillip Jarmon

SCHOOL BELLS by Debra Johnson

Zip lining activity. Students get coached on how to paddle a canoe the proper way.
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

In the spring there is a bass 
tournament about every weekend 
held on Wheeler Lake.   On April 
27th Athens held their 8th annual 
Relay for Life Bass Tournament. 
Over 50 boat teams participated 
in this Saturday contest. The 
weather was wonderful with mid 
70 temperatures and light winds. 
As the boats staged for the off 
position many thoughts were 
going through the anglers’ minds. 
The number one thought is what 
will be my fi rst stopping place. 
Some anglers choose to run 
less than a mile before starting.  
Others choose to make a 35 mile 
run to the end of the lake. 

Some tournament fi shermen will 
pre-fi sh a day or two establishing a 
pattern that will allow a good catch 
on tournament day. Sometimes 
this works out, sometimes it 
doesn’t. Fishing conditions are 
always changing, like dropping 
the water a foot the night before 
the tournament. This subtle water 
fl uctuation will hurt the shallow 
water fi shing big time. Sometimes 
a rain will come through ahead 
of a cold front mudding up the 
water. The wind can eliminate a 
lot of fi shing spots. The day after 
a passing cold front also can slow 
the bite of the fi sh. We’re all guilty 
of wanting to fi sh the same pattern 
that worked 20 years ago. To be a 
competitive fi sherman today, one 
must adjust and forget those old 
community fi shing holes.  

I can’t explain it, but Wheeler is 
turning into a smallmouth lake. 
The population of smallies seems 
to increase from year to year.  
Maybe the 15 inch minimum 
length is paying dividends. 4 of the 
5 fi sh we weighed were smanllies; 
but the tournament was won 
with 21 pounds of largemouth.  
Largemouth seem to thrive in lakes 
with abundant aquatic vegetation, 
like Guntersville. Some eel grass 
has begun to show up in limited 
locations on Wheeler. This could 
help provide cover for bass and 
their fi ngerlings. Water quality 
improvement also is a big factor 

for a lake to exhibit good marine 
life. Help keep our waterways clear 
of litter. Take all your litter to shore 

and dispose of in a garbage can. 

Make plans to fi sh this tournament 
next year. The folks from Athens 

run a smooth tournament and the 

entry fees go to help a good cause.
Be safe on the lake and always 
wear your PFD when on the water.

Fishing courtesy is a must today 
with the vast amount of sportsmen 
who enjoy our lakes. 

More picture on page 9.

Athens 8th Annual Relay for Life Bass Tournament

1st place winners with 21.95 pounds, Donnie Beck and Tony Harvey

2nd place Ricky Story and Darren Story 17.83 pounds
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Congrats to John and Benjamin Frazier for getting
1st Place and big fi sh in Cargo Bass Fish Club at

Joe Wheeler State Park. The duo had 13.26 pounds fi rst
and 3.73 pounds for smallmouth big fi sh.

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

4th place Jerry Lawler and Danny Johnson with 16.61 pounds

Chris Steeples with a 7.37 
largemouth big fi sh winner

Boyd Mears and Kobi Mears 
with 16.13 pounds

3rd place Dale Gist and Bryan Simmons with 17.65 pounds

Athens 8th Annual Relay for Life Bass Tournament continued
Father and Son win

Congratulations to all participants 
and winners.



Innovation found its way to 
the holler with the arrival of a 
battery-powered light that could 

be probably and used to travel at 
night. The kerosene lantern was 
for years the only means of light 
for lighting a dark room or walk-
ing outside at night. We got our 
fi rst fl ashlight from an army sur-
plus store. The military had used 
portable fl ashlights in the war. 
This was a amazing light it used 
3 batteries and provided a good 
beam range. We bought some 
backup batteries because we had 
no idea how long they would last. 
At the time batteries were scare 
and hard to get your hands on. 

The light was a real improvement 
to lanterns and carbide lights. 
Coal miners used the carbide to 
light their way deep underground 
in the coal mines. Night hunting 
raccoons was our pass time 

and the fi rst night we took the 
new fl ashlight out hunting we 
caught 3 raccoons. The new light 
source would illuminate the top 
of the tallest tree. We still used 

the kerosene lantern to walk 
through the woods. We only used 
the battery light for spotting the 
raccoon perched high in the tree. 
We found out quickly the battery 
life of the early batteries were 
pretty short. 

There were several caves in the 
holler no one had ever explored. 
Now with a fl ashlight, we had the 
opportunity to go a distance back 
into the underground caverns for 
the fi rst time. I remember one 
cave had a narrow opening for 50 
feet, but after squeezing through 
the tight opening the cave 
opened up into a large room. 
We always took a back up light 
source while exploring the caves. 
You couldn’t take a chance with 
only one light. If the fl ashlight 
bulb burned out you would be left 
in the dark. 

Soon county stores starting 
selling fl ashlights and Rayovac 
batteries. Battery quality 
improved and soon there were 
different model fl ashlights 
available to the public. I sold 
some fox and raccoon pelts and 
made enough money to buy a 
5-cell fl ashlight. This new light 
gave off twice the light as our 
old one, but used up a lot of 
batteries. 

In the spring, bullfrog hunting 
was a favorite sport for the boys. 
We waded ponds and creeks in 
search of big bull frogs. The 5-cell 
light would shine the eyes of a 
bullfrog at 50 yards. We gigged 
many frogs we spotted with the 
5- cell light and enjoyed the night 
world the new portable light 
opened up.

A fl ashlight became handy around 
the house for lighting the way 
when feeding animals in a dark 
barn or scurrying to the storm 
house in the middle of the night 
when a cloud came up. Thunder 
and lightning storms that came 
up at night was scary and we took
cover no matter what time of the 
night it was. 

Technologies have provided some 
great improvements in lighting, 
like the L.E.D. lighting which uses 
less energy. The rechargeable 
battery can be charged over and 
over. The L.E.D. has also become 
a favorite light
source for lighting homes. This 
technology uses less electricity 
and the bulb life has been 
expanded.  

The fl ashlight has to go down in 
history as one of the greatest 
inventions of the time. 

 Flash light offers opportunities 
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondee

 1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
 1-877-885-5592

Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

 Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

 Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

 811 is the new national
three digit call number.
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DEB’S Delights

It is getting the time of year for 
cookouts.  This is a different spin 
on grilled burgers.

Sauce
1/2 cup mayonnaise

2 Tbsp teriyaki sauce

1 Tbsp honey

1/4 tsp cayenne pepper

Burgers
8 canned pineapple rings

1 large red bell pepper, 
  seeded and cut into thick rings

1 -1/2 lbs ground beef

Kosher salt and black pepper
  to taste

Teriyaki sauce, as needed

4 slices provolone cheese

2 Tbsp butter

4 onion rolls

1/2  red onion, thinly sliced

A few green-leaf lettuce leaves

Whisk together the ingredients for 
the sauce in a bowl and set aside.

Using an outdoor grill or grill pan, 
grill the pineapple and bell pepper 
rings until they have grate marks 
on both sides.  Remove and set 
aside.

Season the ground beef with salt 
and pepper and form into 4 equal 
size patties.  Cook them on grill 
or grill pan 4 to 5 minutes, then 
turn and add a splash of teriyaki 
sauce on each one.  Place a slice 
of provolone cheese on each patty 
and let it melt while the burger 
cooks about 4 minutes.

Grill the buns until golden brown.  
Spoon a little of the sauce on 
one side of the bun.  Place the 
patties on the bun and top with 
two pineapple slices, grilled bell 
pepper slice, and onion slices.  
Serve with extra sauce for dipping.

Hawaiian Burgers from the Pioneer Woman

by Debra Johnson



By Danny Johnson

With the new metal detecting 
products on the market, 
it is a great time to spend 

time in the fi elds looking for lost 
items from our past. The new metal 
detecting units penetrate deeper 
into the ground than the earlier 
machines.

They also have much better 
discriminators, which help you 
avoid digging up junk like nails, 
bottle tops, and aluminum pull-
tabs. Metal detecting is a lot like 
fi shing in a sense. When you get a 
strong signal, the adrenaline starts 
to fl ow. The excitement of what lies 
beneath your feet buried in the 
ground for many, maybe hundreds, 
of years is just plain fun to dig. With 
the improved units, areas that have 
been looked for years, again can 
give up some great artifacts. 

With the Civil War battles taking 
place near by, bullets, metal buttons, 
and relic from wartime can still be 
unearthed if you are lucky enough 
to fi nd a campsite. My favorite fi nd 
is old coins from the past. The early 
coins were made of silver and gold. 
There are stories of lost treasures 
being located in Limestone County.

To my knowledge this lost loot has 
never been recovered. The story can 
be found on the Internet by searching 
lost Civil War treasures of Alabama. 

My son, Jonathan, and I enjoy 
searching old home places that once 
were sharecropper’s houses. The 
houses are gone, but bricks and corner 
stone rocks used for foundations give 
away their sites. Broken pieces of 
pottery and ax heads also have been 
found. The Indian head penny is a gem 
of a fi nd and usually hold up pretty 
good in the Alabama clay. Where old 
country stores once stood is a great 
coin search area. My favorite place 
to look and have found many coins 

is under where a clothesline once 
stood. Coins would fall from clothing 
as the wind blew them hanging on
the line.  

If you can locate an old garbage
dumpsite, vintage glass bottles are
buried in the soil. The old bottles 
had round necks and a cork was
used to seal them. Most of the 
old bottles have the name of the 
company molded into the glass.  

It is the responsibility of the person
operating the metal detector 
to obtain permission from the 
landowner before searching on their
property. Some sites are deemed 
off limits by the state and no metal 
detection is allowed. The beach is a 
popular place to detect, but make
sure it’s ok before fi nding out the 
hard way.

Treasure hunting

Jonathan Johnson enjoys metal detection as a hobby.

Metal button from a mid 
1800’s military uniform

Civil War era lead bullet

1800’s slab axe used for 
squaring up logs for building.

A trigger guard and bottom as-
sembly from a 1860 colt revolver.

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by
Adria Bonniville.  She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

2311 Market Place SW, Suite E • Huntsville, AL 35801

Hours: Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM | Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Phone | 256�964�8908 • Cell | 256�509�3103

Fax | 256�585�6474

Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com
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The 1969 Z/28 was a real beauty

The 1969 Z/28 Camaro is one 
of the more popular classic 
cars of today. The reason is 

simple: It has the body, motor and 
look of a classic. Its worth to some 
is priceless, but in 1969 it sold for 
a mere $3,443.

Below is a little about this classic 
car as told by Steve Kelly in Hot 
Rod Magazine.

The Z/28 is a 302 cubic inch-
powered Camaro sports couple 
carrying a price tag – in absolute 
clean condition – of $3,443.80 
prior to destination, tax and license 
charges. Base price for the coupe 
was $2,727 back then. 

The Z/28 Special Performance 
Equipment consists of: 302 cubic 
inch engine, dual exhausts (single 
traverse muffl er, if so equipped), 
special front and rear suspension, 
heavy-duty radiator and 

temperature-controlled fan, quick-
ratio steering, 15 x 6-inch wheels, 
E70x15 tires, 3.73 rear axle, and 
special hood and deck paint stripes. 
The Z/28 came with the “kitchen 
sink” too, but minus a few pieces 
they wanted; namely, the dual-four 
staggered carb intake manifold.

Chevy’s Z/28 ran a tight race, 
on a dollar-for-dollar basis, with 
Plymouth’s ‘Cuda 340 for fi rst 
place in performance machinery.  
By performance, we’re talking 
about low 13’s with open headers 
and sticky rear tires. Or high 
13’s with street tires and closed 
headers.

In its basic production line 
condition, the 302 sounds and 
acts just like every one that every 
hot rodder in the country has ever 
heard idling or storming; neath 
the hood of a well-done street rod. 

That’s about what you can term 
the Z/28. Only there’s more to it 
than that. Such as real 

speed equipment production 
options that don’t alter warranty 
standings, and dealer parts-

counter available components
which affect warranties in some
cases but can turn the coupe
into a Trans-Am or straight-line
competitor real inexpensively. 

recognition academics celebration
faculty college diploma
keepsake graduate education
valedictorian baccalaureate commencement
salutatorian memories friendships

701 Hwy. 31 South • Athens, Alabama 35611 

(256) 232-6038 • Fax (256) 232-6042 

randy@athensathletics.com 

Randy McKinney, Owner 
Monday-Friday 9 to 5 • Saturday 9-12 

Sporting Goods and Apparel • Screen Printing 

Monogramming • Trophies • Engraving • Uhaul 



May 10, 2019                                                                        THEVALLEYSTAR.NET                             Page 15

SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

Monday mornings are very 
busy for me. After a full day 
of preaching and teaching 

on Sunday, Monday morning is the 
fi rst chance I get to sit down and 
refl ect on my sermon and Bible 
studies. I think of the good that 
was done, but I also think of the 
ways to improve. I make a list of 
everything that is coming up during 
the next week: another sermon, 
countless Bible classes and Bible 
studies, articles to write, books to 
read, people to call/text/or visit, 
and then all the extra “stuff” that 
comes up during the week. But 
that list is just for work. Another 
mental list is made for my family 
life: baseball games, music class, 
doctor appointments, school 
activities, homework, attending 
church services, family events, and 
the list goes on.

We all have busy lives. Sometimes 
we have to sit and prioritize what’s 
really important. It’s impossible 
to be at everything, so we make 
mental notes of what’s most 
important so we can make sure 
those activities are attended. If 

there is time and energy leftover 
after the important things, then 
maybe we can accomplish the 
smaller, less important, tasks.

Unfortunately, we do the same 
thing spiritually. Since our lives are 
so busy, we typically don’t have 
enough time or energy left to give 
anything to God. Baseball becomes 
more important. Homework is 
more important. School and work 
are top priority. We care more 
about our kids sports stats than 
them knowing their Bibles. We 
take pictures of getting dressed 
up for school functions, but can’t 
give the same effort to a church 
service. We will spend three hours 
sitting on cold, hard bleachers, but 
an hour or so on a comfy pew is 
too painful. Three hours of a new 
and exciting movie is no problem, 
but an hour of singing songs and 
listening to the preacher is too 
boring. Do you get the point? 

Paul reminds us what’s most 
important, “For what I received 
I passed on to you as of fi rst 
importance: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures” 

(1 Corinthians 15:3). It’s easy to 
get distracted with our everyday 
problems and worries. It’s easy 
to get carried away with school, 
work, and sports. It’s easy to forget 
about Jesus. Paul says Jesus is “of 
fi rst importance.”

Please understand that all the 
things mentioned above are 
important in their own right. We 
shouldn’t neglect our families and 
responsibilities. However, Jesus 
should be of fi rst importance. 
Jesus should be the fi rst thing we 
think about when we wake up. 
He should be the fi rst person we 
talk to in the morning. He should 
be the topic of discussion at the 
family meals and in the car. He 
should be read about from the 
Bible. He should be thanked 
when something good happens at 
work, school or the ball fi eld. He 
is the most important part of our 
lives; not just at church, but every 

single day. We give our best to Him 
because He gave His best to us. 
Take a moment right now to talk 
to Jesus. Talk to God. Re-center 
your day on them. Make them your 
priority.

My Monday morning “to do” lists 
always get done. Everything always 
gets checked off. We make our 
own priorities. Well, make Jesus 
of fi rst importance. He died for 
us. Our sins are forgiven. That is 
what’s important.

What’s really important?
 by Kevin Harrington,

Marion Street Chuch of Christ

 Kevin Harrington

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington 

SERVICES 

Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m. 

 Worship  9:30 a.m. 

  Bible Classes  5:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday - Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Also, you can join us Sundays at 

9:30 a.m. on Facebook Live

124 N. Marion Street 
256-232-1786 

Website: www.marionstreet.org

MarionStreet
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CALENDARCALENDAR
May 10, 2019 -- Limestone 
County Relay for Life Walk at the 
Athens SportsPlex (1403 U.S. 
Highway 31N in Athens) from 
6:00PM-12:00AM with team 
tents, Survivors’/Caregivers’ Laps, 
Luminaria Ceremony, Zumba, 
and more   More information at 
acsevents.org

May 10, 2019 -- Art After Hours 
at High Cotton Arts (103 West 
Washington Street in Athens) from 
7:00PM-9:00PM with music by The 
Redeemers.  Light refreshments 
and art activities for the children.     
Facebook

May 11, 2019 -- Limestone 
County Sheriff’s Grand Marshall’s 
Rodeo Parade starting at the 
Limestone Sheriff’s Arena (AL-
99 past Elm Street on the right) 
traveling down West Market Street 
to the courthouse square, north 
on Jefferson Street and west on 
Elm Street and returning to the 
area.  Lineup at 10:00AM; start at 
11:00AM.   Limestone Sheriff Rodeo

May 11, 2019 -- Open Farm Day at 
1818 Farms (24889 Lauderdale 
Street in Mooresville) from 
8:30AM-11:00AM where you can 
stroll the grounds, see the animals 
and fl ower gardens, shop your 
favorite 1818 Farms goodies.  Free 
and open to the public.   Reserve 
your spot at 1818Farms.com

May 11, 2019 -- The Wizard of 

Oz with Footlights Community 
Theater in the auditorium of 
Athens Middle School (100 U.S. 
Highway 31N in Athens) at 4:00PM 
for an unique interpretation of the 
classic tale full of eccentric twist. 
House will open 30 minutes prior 
to showtime and refreshments will 
be available for purchase.   Tickets 
at  footlightstheather.com

May 10-12, 2019 -- Anniversary 
Open House with Serendipity 
Antiques and Interiors (Suite B, 
22335 U.S. Highway 72E in Athens) 
with specials, refreshments, and 
music.   Friday, May 10 - 5:00PM-
8:00PM, Saturday, May 11 - 
9:00AM-5:00PM; Sunday, May 
12 - 1:00PM-5:00PM.   For more 
information: 256-232-9007 or 
256-232-9060

May 13, 2019 -- Preston’s Kid’s 
Rodeo Day at Preston’s Western 
Wear (1703 U.S. Highway 72E 
in Athens) starting at 5:00PM 
with free pony rides for the kids.  
Limestone Sheriff Rodeo

May 15, 2019 -- Street Dance & 
Fashion Show at the Limestone 
County Courthouse in downtown 
Athens, AL starting at 6:00PM 
featuring Jeff Whitlow Country.  
Limestone Sheriff Rodeo

May 16, 2019 -- Limestone 
County Sheriff’s Rodeo Slack Day 
at the Limestone County Sheriff’s 

Rodeo Arena (AL-99 past Elm 
Street intersection on the right).  
Limestone Sheriff Rodeo

May 16, 2019 -- Tanner UMC 
Swamp Johns Fundraiser in 
the Family Life Center (19607 
Huntsville-Brownsferry Road in 
Tanner) from 4:00PM-7:00PM 
with choice of fi sh, shrimp, or 
chicken.  $12.00 per plate with 
drink included. Open to the public.  

tannerumc.com

May 17 & 18, 2019 -- Limestone 
County Sheriff’s Rodeo at the 
Limestone County Sheriff’s Arena
(AL-99 on the right past the Elm
Street intersection) starting at 
8:00PM. For more information 
or buy online tickets> Limestone 
Sheriff Rodeo  or at the gate
Children: $10.00; Adult: $15.00.

AFS – Dealerships are evaluated 
and certifi ed on their capability 
to deliver and support Case IH 
precision farming products. 

“We pride ourselves in making 
customer satisfaction our number 
one priority whether it comes 
to parts, service or sales,” said 
Jay Honea, Store Manager.  “Our 
goal as certifi ed sales, parts, and 

service teams is to address each 
customer while focusing on their 
individual farming operations.” 

H&R Agri-Power in Tanner, AL 
provides multiple product lines 
of new and used equipment 
including: Case IH, Kinze, Kuhn, 
MacDon, Land Pride, Kubota, 
Exmark, Stihl, and many other 
leading equipment brands.

The Tanner, AL location is open six 
days a week from 7:00 AM to 5:00 
PM Monday – Friday, and open 
from 7:00 AM to 12:00 Noon on 
Saturdays. The Parts and Service 
Departments are available on 
call 24/7 through an after-hours 
emergency hotline. They are located 
at 7809 US Highway 31 South. 

H&R Agri-Power is built on over 

50 years of experience and uses
the combined resources of its
18 farm implement locations 
throughout Alabama, Illinois, 
Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi,
and Tennessee. Visit H&R Agri-
Power online at www.hragripower.
com or follow H&R Agri-Power on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
handragripower to learn more. 

H&R Agri-Power continued from page 1
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

The Limestone County 
Archives is asking for 
the public’s help in 

identifying and mapping all 
the people, places, and events 
that Limestone Countians have 
deemed worthy of memorializing 
for generations to come.

Limestone County Archivist 
Rebekah Davis has created 
“Monuments, Memorials, 
and Markers of Limestone 
County,” a custom Google 
Map, to inventory and locate 
all known historic markers, 
monuments, and memorials 
in the county. This includes 
not only historic markers and 
monuments, but also buildings, 
parks, stadiums, fi elds, and 
other places named for people, 
groups, or events. The map and 
the form to submit additions to 
it are linked on the Limestone 
County Archives website at www.
limestonearchives.com.

“We are excited about this 
resource, and we think it will 
be a handy tool to aid people in 
discovering and sharing the stories 
of our community,” Davis said.

A click of each point on the 
map reveals information about 
the memorial and the history 
behind it. Some marker points 
also include videos that share 
historic photos and greater detail 
about the historic events that 

took place there. These videos 
are part of an ongoing initiative 
by Limestone County Archives, 
Commission, and Information 
Technology employees to create a 
video for each historic marker in 
the county.

Davis plans to present the 
map and commentary about 
Limestone County memorials as 
part of a panel at “Monuments, 
Memorials, Memory: A 
Symposium on Remembering 
the Past in Alabama,” at Auburn 
University’s Caroline Marshall 

Draughon Center for the Arts 
and Humanities at Pebble Hill. 
The public is invited to the 
symposium, which takes place 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
Friday, June 14. 

Dr. Michael Panhorst, director 
of the Landmarks Foundation 
of Montgomery, will discuss 
forms, types, styles and meaning 
of monuments and memorials 
in Alabama, followed by 
presentations on examples from 
three Alabama counties by Davis; 

Dr. Marty Olliff, Troy University 
Dothan; and Kerry Dunaway, 
Clarke County Museum. 

Cristin Brawner of the David 
Mathews Center for Civic Life will 
moderate a panel discussion on 
“Preparing the Next Generation 
of Public Historians” with Auburn 
University History Department 
faculty members Ken Noe, Keith 
Hebert, and Elijah Gaddis.

Dr. Hilary Green, Associate 
Professor of History in the 
Department of Gender and 
Race Studies at the University 
of Alabama, will discuss 
“Reconciling the Memory of 
the University of Alabama’s 
Slave Past,” and Kevin Levin 
of Boston, Massachusetts will 
present from a forthcoming book 
on “The Myths and Lies We Tell 
About Loyal Slaves and Black 
Confederates.”

The registration fee for the 
symposium is $25 and includes 
lunch provided by Wilton’s 
Catering. A limited number of 
students are able to register for 
free. The deadline for registration 
is June 7 or until all seats are 
fi lled.  For more information, or to 
register, visit aub.ie/memory.

For more information on this or 
other Limestone County Archives 
projects, call 256-233-6404 or 
visit www.limestonearchives.com. 

Interactive map highlights 
Limestone County memorials

 by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

We have made changing propane companies

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE
Complete Package Includes

• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one.
• Doing a safety check on your propane system.
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace.
• Giving you free tank rent until next year.

• Discount on your first Propane purchase
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

FERGUSON L.P. GAS
27650 PINEDALE ROAD •ARDMORE, AL 35739 • 256-423-3320
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HORSE SENSE

What are you doing? No, 
Really, What are you 
doing? I asked you 

this question in this manner to 
actually get you to think for a 
bit. Are you really enjoying your 
horse? Think hard about this. 
Sometimes we do whatever 
everybody else is doing which in 
some cases isn’t what we really 
need to be doing.

We need to understand our horse 
to be able to enjoy our horse. If 
your horse is hard to catch, you’re 
not enjoying it. If your horse has 
issues when you’re riding, you’re 
not enjoying your horse. If you 
are in a struggle with your horse, 
you’re not enjoying it. If you’re 
more tired after a ride than your 
horse, you are not enjoying it. 
AND NEITHER IS IT ENJOYING 
YOU…..

There is a way to help you both 

to enjoy being together. One 
reason, I would guess is, you’re 
horse doesn’t see you as the 
leader. Or, your horse has some 
past issues to overcome and 
you need to know what those 
are and how to help your horse. 
Remember, It isn’t your horses’ 
fault. It’s just trying to survive. 
If we keep that in mind we will 
go farther with the horse. If we 
have an understanding of the 
horse then we will know where 
to begin to help the horse. There 
is a beginning to everything, 
especially in horse-ville. When 
we’re in horse-ville we have to 
think like the horse but fi rst we 
have to know how the horse 
thinks. I’ve helped so many 
horses with people. What I mean 
by this is, we oftentimes think 
the tack store is where we need 
to begin. Get a whip… get a lung 
rope….get whatever the latest 

gadget that comes on the market. 
Oftentimes the gadgets infl ict 
pain and suffering. Sometimes 
we get a harsher bit when what 
we need is a Bit of Knowledge.

If you really what to enjoy your 
horse and more importantly, 
your horse enjoy you, the brain is 
the place to begin. Our Brain….
to begin to learn how to be with 

our horse. To learn how the horse 
thinks, to begin to learn how to 
think like your horse.

There is a $10.00 word I 
use often when teaching; 
Anthropomorphism = it means 
putting human thoughts and 
values in an animal’s actions and 
it doesn’t work. So, you see, we 
need to understand the horse 
before we begin. At K-I-N Stables 
Athens, AL, we can help you with 
that.

The huge key is understanding 
your horse….

Jim Swanner

13124 Carter Road Athens, AL 35611

www.JimSwanner.com

Enjoying Horses through Communication

256.874.6781

Host ‘All About Horses’ radio

Host ‘All About Horses’ TV 

Find Me On Facebook:

www.facebook.com jimswannermedia/

Enjoying your Horses
 by Jim Swanner
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LIMESTONE DRUG
LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE

DELIVERY

OPEN 7 DAYS

A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-7PM
SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM • SUNDAY 9AM-5PM

256-232-3811

VALLEY POOLS
O F  M A D I S O N

We are back to our summer hours!

Monday-Friday 10am-5:30pm

Saturday 8am-12pm

7445 Hwy 72 W Madison

same parking lot, just up the hill!

Same great service and supplies for all

your pool needs.

Don’t forget we
HAVE MOVED…
COME SEe US!

On May 6, Athens Mayor 
Ronnie Marks was elected 
by his municipal colleagues 

to serve as president of the 
Alabama League of Municipalities 
for 2019-2020. He was elected 
and took offi ce during the League’s 
annual convention, which was 
held in Mobile May 4-7. 

League Executive Director Ken 
Smith looks forward to working 
with Mayor Marks over the next 
year. 

“Mayor Marks was very active this 
past year as vice president and is an 
asset to our organization,” Smith 
said. “He has served on a number 
of League committees, including 
our Executive Committee, as well 
as the Board of Directors for the 
Alabama Municipal Insurance 
Corporation (AMIC), a mutual 
insurance company created by 
the League in 1989 to provide 
Alabama’s municipalities with 
liability insurance. He will continue 
to serve us well as president.” 

Mayor Marks began his municipal 
service in 2004 as a council 
member and assumed the 
position of mayor in 2010 when 
former Mayor Dan Williams won a 
seat in the Alabama Legislature. 
He was elected to his fi rst full term 
in 2012. During his acceptance 
speech, Mayor Marks thanked 
his municipal colleagues for the 
honor to serve as president and 
emphasized that being a mayor 
or council member is the best 
job in politics because it’s the job 

closest to the people. “It is where 
we meet, greet and impact the 
real lives of real people on a day-
to-day basis,” he said.

 He has completed the League’s 
Basic and Advanced Certifi ed 
Municipal Offi cial (CMO) programs 
and is currently working on his 
CMO Emeritus designation, 
which is awarded to offi cials who 
have acquired a minimum of 
120 credit hours of Continuing 
CMO Education through a series 
of one-day programs designed 
especially for mayors and council 
members who voluntarily wish 
to receive formal training in 
municipal government. Emeritus 
status also requires earning a 
total of 15 points, which can be 
achieved by participating on ALM 
policy committees and attending 
specifi c ALM and National League 
of Cities (NLC) events. Through 
these programs, Mayor Marks 
has received formal classroom 
training in subjects such as 
council meeting procedures; 

parliamentary procedure; the
Open Meetings Law; public
records; ordinance drafting;
confl icts of interest; the State
Ethics Law; duties of the mayor 
and council; tort liability; the
competitive bid law; zoning and 
planning; annexation; municipal 
regulatory powers; municipal 
revenues and expenditures; 
personnel actions; and leadership 
development.  

“The job of building our cities
and towns is never done,” Mayor 
Marks said during his acceptance
speech. “This is not a marathon, or
a sprint. It is a relay race. As we take 
the baton from our predecessors, 
with their cumulative strengths 
and obstacles, we then run with
all our might, hopefully building 
a stronger community for our 
citizens and our future knowing 
that, someday, we will pass the
baton on to the next leader.”

Athens Mayor elected President of the League

Mayor Ronnie Marks
and Leigh Dollar
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker • Limestone

256-777-3300

Kim Shindorf
Associate Broker/Realtor

256-431-7916

Missey DeGroff 
Realtor®

256-508-8432

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

James Phillips
Broker • Lauderdale

256-656-2370

PR
OD

UC
ER

Million $ Club

Liz Wingard
Associate Broker, GRI

256-777-3988

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Allyson Davis
Realtor®

256-508-6782

Erica Crunk
Realtor®

256-349-8300

James Martinez
Realtor®

256-335-0611

Christie Bennett
Associate Broker/ Realtor®

256-771-3744

Shewatha Yates Gusler
Realtor®

256-874-6034

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Jacky Patterson, Jr.
Realtor®

256-874-6033

Chris Corum
Realtor®

256-412-9516

Dusti Hafner
Realtor®

256-523-1939

Susan Farmer
Realtor®

256-652-1662

Guy Fry
Realtor®/ Auctioneer

256-337-0639

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Julie Osborn
Realtor®

256-206-0581

6400 Snake Road - Athens - $799,900
MLS#1095101 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

407 Christopher Drive • Athens • $172,000
MLS#1109815 • Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

705 S. Clinton Street • Athens • $195,000
MLS#1112559 • Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

29036 Stonehenge Drive - Toney - $173,900
MLS#1116846 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

15035 Cannon Road - Elkmont - $81,900
MLS#1108513 -Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

228 Oakfair Drive • Rogersville • $699,999
MLS#1110369 • Jacky Patterson, 256-874-6033

20176 Capitol Hill Drive • Tanner • $335,000
MLS#1109726 • Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

706 Norton Drive - Athens - $194,900
MLS#1109040 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

1202 South Madiso St. - Athens - $139,000
MLS#1106490 - Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033

22 Rolling Brook Drive - Rogersville - $210,000
MLS#1116308 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

304 Brookwood Drive East - Athens - $219,900
MLS#1115497 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

23318 St. John Road - Athens - $245,000
MLS#1116703 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

9 W Hwy 72 - Athens - $59,999
MLS#1071999 - Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033

184 Rolling Brook Drive - Rogersville - $224,800
MLS#1113784 - James Martinez, 256-335-0611

14149 Lucas Ferry Road - Athens - $74,900
MLS#1079408 - Liz Wingard, 256-777-3988

3905 Triana Blvd. • Huntsville • $125,000
MLS#1112425, Jacky Patterson, 256-874-6033

PENDING
PENDING

SOLD
SOLD

1202 South Madiso St. - Athens - $139,000
MLS#1106490 - Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033

310 Aqua Vista Dr. - Killen - $399,000
MLS#1103007 - Erica Crunk, 256-349-8300
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“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

708 North Dr. - Athens - $249,900
MLS#1109039 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

17492 Spring View Dr. - Athens - $329,000
MLS#1108827 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

13576 Rising Run Circle • Clements • $189,900
MLS#1111948 • Susan Farmer, 256-325-0008

23466 St. John Road - Athens - #292,500
MLS#1114140 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

22785 Oakdale Ridge Lane - Athens - $294,900
MLS#1113991 - Allyson Davis, 256-508-6782

23428 St. John Road - Athens - $294,900
MLS#1117592 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

20355 Hogan Dr. - Elkmont - $312,900
MLS#1102046 - Liz Wingard, 256-777-3988

17454 Spring View Dr. - Athens - $339,000
MLS#1108828 - Heather Green, 256-874-1147

3107 Fouche Drive • Huntsville • $85,000
MLS#1084067 • Missy Degroff , 256-508-8432

691 John Hicks Road • Hazel Green • $147,500
MLS#1112623 • James Martinez, 256-247-4010

17995 Newby Chapel Road - Athens - $249,240
MLS#1113988 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

220220 Ida Lane - Athens - $263,900
MLS#1114069 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

PEND
ING PEND

ING
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7142 Hwy 72 W - Athens - $259,000
MLS#1107827 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

7205 Parkwood Street NE - Florence - $165,000
MLS#1102672 - Chris Corum, 256-412-9516

20888 Alabama Hwy 101 - Town Creek - $45,000
MLS#1107160 - James Martinez, 256=335-0611

15844 Coldwater Dr. - Harvest - $229,000
MLS#1109422 - Erica Crunk, 256-349-8300

11971 Little Coff man Road - Lester - $115,400
MLS#1100346 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256=431-7916

806 County Road 421 - Killen - $329,900
MLS#1111953 - Chris Corum, 256-412-9516

23446 St. John Road - Athens - $297,640
MLS#1113935 - Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

27362 Salem Minor Hill Rd. - Lester - $38,000
MLS#1109246 - Kim G. Shindorf, 256-431-7916

250 Rolling Brook Drive - Rogersville - $28,500
MLS#1096119 - James Phillips, 256-656-2370

0 Bayles Street - Anderson - $102,500 - MLS#1104328
James Phillips, 256-656-2370, Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474
29600 Lester Road - Lester - $139,300 - MLS#1100855
Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300
14203 Mooresville Road • Athens - $225,900 - MLS#1072001
Jacky L. Patterson, 256-874-6033
0 Wiley Ayers Road - Grant - $115,000 - MLS#1108396
Missy Degroff , 256-508-8432
179 Reynolds Drive • Rogersville • $27,900 - MLS#1112297,
Erica Crunk, 256-247-4010
0 Parker Point Road • Grant - $160,000 - MLS#1108773
Missy Degroff , 256-508-8432
941 Blake Bottom Road - Huntsville - $2,522,545 - MLS#1098273 
James Martinez, 256-335-0611
311 Happy Hollow Drive - Florence - $329,900 - MLS#1080710 - 
Kim G. Shindorf, 256=431-7916
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800 Lucas Street - Athens - $20,000
MLS#1103403 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

Shinnecock Hills Dr. - Athens - $144,000
MLS#1053216 - Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300
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There is a new and different style 
of subdivision at Oakdale at the 
corner of Newby Chapel Rd and 

St. John Rd. Lonnie Dale Subdivision 
lots are now available.  The architecture 
chosen for this development is based 
on a farmhouse style with a modern 
twist.  CGS Construction, LLC, is 
the premiere builder for this new 
development.  James and Paula Phillips 
of Athens are developing Lonnie Dale 
in 3 phases.  Phase 1 lots are available 
now and Phase 2 development should 
begin soon. 

The minimum square feet for houses 
begin at 1800 sq ft and should have a 
farmhouse exterior appeal.  Spectrum 
cable has agreed to service this lo-
cation and natural gas is available.  A 
copy of restrictions is available at the 
Limestone County Court House or 
with James Phillips, developer/owner.   

Named for James’ grandfather, Lon-
nie Dale Phillips, the subdivision was 
designed to honor the elder Phillips.  
Lonnie Dale Phillips was a lifetime 
farmer and was the janitor for the old 
“Hillbilly” school located in that area. 
He made the baseballs for the school 
children and was a beloved member of 
the community.  As a farmer, Mr. Phil-
lips diversifi ed by rotating row crops 
of cotton, corn, and beans, as well as 
owning cattle and bee hives. He and 
his wife, Alma Stroud Phillips, had 
eight children. 

James’ dad, Andrew Dale Phillips, 
worked the land alongside his broth-
ers, Marvin Howard, Lee, and Law-
rence.  The sisters, Lizzie Mae, Reba, 
Ever, and Bonnie remained close to 
the home place until their deaths.  It 
has been in the Phillips family for three 
generations.   

CGS Construction is the premiere 
builder for Lonnie Dale and located in 
Athens, AL.  Teaming with CGS was 
a natural partnership.  Lonnie Dale 
Subdivision is based on 3 generations 
of local land ownership.  CGS Con-
struction is a local company based on 
3 generations of premiere workman-
ship.  Specializing in custom homes, 
this company has the experience of 
Chris Shindorf, Sr., his father Gerald 
Shindorf, and now his son, Chris Shin-
dorf Jr.  

The quality of their workmanship is 
unrivalled.  They work tirelessly to 
make sure every attention to detail 
is given and that they stay current on 
new style trends.  CGS Construction is 
large enough to take on any size home 
building task, but small enough to give 
the customers the specialized atten-
tion they need and deserve. 

Anyone interested in fi nding out more 
about Lonnie Dale Subdivision can 
contact James Phillips at 256-656-
2370 or Chris Shindorf at 256-431-
7917. 

New Subdivision in Oakdale

Alma and Lonnie Dale Phillips

Back row Left to Right: Lizzie Mae Robison, Lee Phillips, Law-
rence Phillips, Andrew Dale Phillips, Marvin Howard Phillips.
Front row Left to Right: Bonnie Vessels, Reba Pressnell, Alma Stroud Phillips, 
Lonnie Dale Phillips  (Eva Phillips Clem, who died in 1945, is not shown in this 
photo).
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