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Beanbeans opened April 2015. I
got the idea  from a lady who was
selling boutique clothes out of

her home. When I left her house David
jokingly said that she had more traffic
than a Crack house. He pushed me to
open a store front. My nieces and
nephews call me BeanBean (aka Sab-
rina Hodges). My landlord told me to
name the store something that was
unique and different thus BeanBeans
Boutique was born. 

Voted People’s Choice #1 Boutique two
years in a row.  I am very proud of that!!
We carry the latest trendy and afford-

able ladies apparel from size small to
3X. 

I’ve work full time as an assistant/hy-
gienist for Dr. Davis and Dr. Reese for
the past 16 years.

Between the two full time jobs, I am ex-
tremely busy and Lord willing I will be
even busier when my first grandchild
arrives in early July, 2017.

I have a wonderful employee, Terry
Bravo. She can put together an outfit at
the snap of a finger. The customers
love her. She can make you look Bean-
Bean Fabulous too.  She and past em-

ployees are the true reason for the suc-
cess of this boutique.

Word of mouth is probably our best ad-
vertiser. It amazes me the new cus-
tomers I get on a daily basis. I want to
say thank you to all who have sup-
ported my business. I hope to be
around for years to come. You can Fol-
low us on Facebook and you can visit
us during the store hours Monday-Fri-
day 10-6 Saturday 10-4. We are located
on Hwy. 31 South between Pizza Hut
and Roosters in Athens, 256 206 8090.

(PAID ADVERTISEMENT BY BEANBEANS) 

Something unique and different

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

From left, Sabrina Hodges, owner and Terry Dial Bravo
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Limestone County Legislative Delegation
honors Dan Williams at Athens State
Senator Arthur Orr, Speaker

Mac McCutcheon, Senator
Tim Melson, and Represen-

tative Danny Crawford, members
of the Limestone County Legisla-
tive Delegation, have established
a scholarship to honor the memory
of Representative Dan Williams at
Athens State University.  The Rep-
resentative Dan Williams Memo-
rial Endowed Scholarship will be
available to students beginning
with the fall 2017 semester.

The scholarship, which will be ad-
ministered by the Athens State
University Foundation, was en-
dowed with an initial donation of
$15,000 from the legislators, but
additional gifts to the scholarship
fund from friends and family mem-
bers of Williams will be added to
the endowment. 

The scholarship is limited to in-
coming or current Athens State
students who are Limestone
County residents. Priority will be

given to a student majoring in Po-
litical Science with an interest in
interning at the Limestone County
Delegation office.

The scholarship was announced at
the Limestone County Legislative
Delegation Forum held Tuesday at
the Athens-Limestone Public Li-
brary Community Room.  Kay

Williams and her family were on
hand to be a part of the scholar-
ship announcement.

Those interested in contributing to
The Representative Dan Williams
Memorial Endowed Scholarship
may contact the Athens State Uni-
versity Foundation at 256-233-
8215.
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Whatever your perfect temperature, you’ll enjoy consistent comfort with 
the heating and cooling systems homeowners ranked number one in 
durability.* American Standard. It’s cool to be comfortable.

CONSISTENT COMFORT.
 WE’VE GOT IT DOWN COLD.

LIFE AT 60°

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

1003 South Jefferson St.
Athens, Alabama 35611

Pictured Left to Right: Senator Melson, Speaker McCutcheon, Athens State

Vice President for Advancement Keith Ferguson, Senator Orr, Representa-

tive Crawford.
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Soil Conditioner $25 per yard
Mulch in Chocolate, Brown, Black $29 per yard, Natural $19.99 per yard 

Specializing in Residential & Commercial
Tree Removal & Trimming

We Work With Your Insurance Company
On Storm Related Damage

Soil Conditioner Available

Dangerous Tree Removal • Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing • Licensed & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

Mobile 256-759-3317

www.eagerbeaverstreeservice.com

256-772-8009

Mention this ad
for a

10% discount

Mention this ad
for a

10% discount

—SAWMILL NOW OPEN—

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery
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Southern Hospitality with Victorian Charm
Drucilla’s 

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10:30 - 2:00 pm • Other Hours with Reservation
300 N Marion St. • Athens, AL 35611 • drucillasrestaurant.com • 256-497-7279

Christmas

High Tea
Saturday, December 17

2pm-4pm

Reservations Required

Acrowd of family and friends
gathered Monday night to
celebrate the life of Athens

resident Harry Turner.

The surprise birthday party to cel-
ebrate Mr. Turner's 97th birthday
was at Mac's Steakhouse in
Athens. Some 50 members of his
family and close friends attended.

Mr. Turner was born on Dec. 4,
1919. During the party it was
pointed out that in 1919 the aver-
age family income was $1,125 per
year, a new car cost $826, and a
big T-bone steak was just 34
cents. In 1919 the pop up toaster
was also invented.

Mr. Turner was a farmer where he
grew cotton and corn in the Elk-
mont area until the late 1960s. He
later entered the labor field and re-
tired in the late 1980s from Fafner
Bearings Company in Pulaski,
Tenn. He has two children, Mar-
garet Sides and Sonny Turner; four
step-children, Terry, Ronnie, Timmy
and Vickie Thompson; a number of
grandchildren; and great-grand-
children. His wife, Betty Thompson
Turner, died in 2007. His son, Win-
ford Turner, died in 2006.

Mr. Turner still cooks his own
meals, drives his car, and grocery
shops. He still raises a garden in
the spring and summer.

A party to celebrate his 97th birthday!

Harry Turner with 

his birthday cake.

Harry Turner's grandchildren,

Donna Jones, Cindy Blagburn and

Brandon Turner at the birthday

bash at Mac's Steakhouse.

A crowd of more than 50 people came to help

celebrate Mr. Turner's 97th birthday.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!
from all of us at
The Valley Star!

Grandson Kenny Thompson and his son Wyatt Thompson were on hand

to help their "Pa Pa" celebrate his 97th birthday.
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661 US Hwy 72 West • Athens • 256-444-2055

Let Our Low Prices Light Up Your Holidays!
15% to 75% off  | Shop & SaveDecember Sale

CONSIGN WORLD
“Something for Everyone”

Music

Room
Join Us Every 1st & 3rd Saturday of  the month

for Pickin’ & Singin’ and 4th Saturday for Dulcimers!

Mondays: Customer Appreciation Day
Tuesdays: Senior Citizens & Military Day

Receive an extra 10% OFF throughout the store

Lay-a-way Available

Always great prices, so don't wait, shop and save!

Wishing you a Merry Christmas! and a Happy and Safe New Year!
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Athens’ Christmas Parade 2016
The Reliance Bank Christmas

Parade's theme "A Christmas
Tradition" encouraged parade

participants to create entries that
expressed our holiday customs. 

That led to entries for the Dec. 1
parade that included milk and
cookies for Santa, manger scenes,
superheroes and the Island of Mis-
fit Toys.

An estimated 8,000 to 10,000
spectators lined the route in Down-
town Athens to watch the parade,
which has become a family holiday
tradition.

Hugo Bates, known locally as the
Bubblegum Man, was grand mar-
shal.

Athens’ Christmas Parade 2016
The Reliance Bank Christmas
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expressed our holiday customs. 
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fit Toys.

An estimated 8,000 to 10,000
spectators lined the route in Down-
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Bubblegum Man, was grand mar-
shal.
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Downtown Athens is hosting a
holiday trio that hits the
right notes for the Christmas

season: cider, Santa and seasonal
sales.

The annual Spirit of Athens Sippin’
Cider event is Saturday, Dec. 10,
from 5-8 p.m. at participating mer-
chants. Spirit of Athens is a Main
Street organization that works to
enhance Downtown Athens, and
this event encourages shoppers to
support downtown merchants and
enjoy family-friendly activities. 

“Sippin’ Cider offers families a fun
way to shop,” said Spirit of Athens
Promotions Committee member
Holly Hollman. “There will be sea-
sonal sales to help you finish your
Christmas shopping as well as free
crafts and activities for the children
and music for all ages to enjoy.”

The participating merchants will
compete for the coveted Cider Cup
and offer free samples of nice and
in some cases naughty cider. The
public votes for its favorite cider,
and those who visit the required
number of merchants can submit
their judging sheets for a door
prize drawing.

High Cotton Arts will start the fes-
tivities early with a visit from Santa
and Mrs. Claus, who will be in an
art studio decorated especially for
photo sessions with Santa. Par-
ents can bring a camera and make
photos while children make sure
their Christmas wishes are known.
Santa later will walk around Down-
town Athens visiting merchants
and shoppers.

“I love visiting Athens and meeting
with all the boys and girls who are
out enjoying the festive events
your city offers for the holidays,”
said Santa, who has ordered a
new suit to ensure he looks spiffy
for his Athens appearances. “It
also gives me an opportunity to re-
mind them to continue to be
good.”

The Lions Club Kiddie Carnival
Train will offer free rides for chil-

dren, and there will be a fire pit on
The Square on the Courthouse
side of Washington and Marion
street for marshmallow roasting
and S’mores. There will be music
provided by Athens High School
Choir and Tom Newton.

Here is a list of participating mer-
chants, craft stations and musical
entertainment locations:
Athens Arts League at
High Cotton Arts
Register for in-store ceramic
Christmas item giveaway
Make a snowman ornament
Visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus
from 3-5 p.m.
Our Little Kitchen Food Truck

CEI Books
Free gift wrap on $20 or more in
purchases
15% off children’s materials
Register to win a hymnal $15
value and book $45 value
Athens High School Choir will per-
form from 6 to 6:30 p.m.  

Crawford’s Gifts
Buy one get one 1/2 off
Christmas soy candles
Ornaments 20% off
Register for in store giveaway -
$50 in Christmas decorations

Epiphany Boutiques

20% off store wide
Register for in store giveaway -
$25 gift card

Gray and Holt, Inc.
Register for in store giveaway -
$50 gift certificate

Hendricks-Patton-Rancl, Inc.
Free plastic sled with purchase of
Flexible Flyer Sled
Register in store to win a
Snow Saucer Sled
Football on TV for the big kids

House of Holland
25% off all clothing
50% off all home goods
Register for in store giveaway -
$50 gift certificate
Live music by Tom Newton

LuVici’s
Register to win one free lunch
with beverage - $15 value

Pimentos
20% off storewide from 5-8
Register for in store giveaway -
$60 value 

Snapdragon Kids
20% off all clothes and shoes
30% off Christmas
Register to win in store giveaway -
Christmas toy basket ($50 Value)
Face painting for kids

Square Clock Coffee
Register to win in store giveaway -
$10 gift card

Make a reindeer ornament
The Right Dress Boutique
20% off storewide (excludes sale
items)
50% off Lovelee Soaps
Game day dresses $20 and
under
Register to win in store giveaway -
String Theory Bracelet - $45
Value
Cookie decorating

Trinity’s 
Register to win in store giveaway -
$50 gift certificate

U.G. White Mercantile
Register to win in store giveaway -
ENO Hammock

Village Pizza
Register to win in restaurant

giveaway - $20 gift card

Wildwood Deli
Register to win free lunch
giveaway - $10 value
Enjoy a fresh baked sweet with
your cider

Santa and Mrs. Claus will visit.

Previous Sippin’ Cider photo.

Downtown Athens to offer cider,
Santa and seasonal sales



Deer hunters started the
season faced with record
drought and warm tempera-

tures. The lack of rain made it al-
most impossible to establish the
traditional food plots. The deer
plots become very beneficial to
the deer herds when natural food
like acorns are consumed. Prop-
erty with green fields this year will
draw deer like a magnet. The re-
cent rain fall will jump start any
winter wheat that survived the
drought. 

Acorns are the number one  food
source of deer in early winter
months. White oak acorns seem
to be the first choice of deer.
When they are gone the red oak
and water oak acorns are con-
sumed. 

The first week of December is  a
special time to be in the woods. I
have observed doe starting to
come into estrus in early Decem-
ber and peaks around the full
moon of the month. This is the
best time to harvest a large ma-
ture buck. The big bucks are cau-
tious spending much of the day
light hours bedded down and the
feeding and watering  done in the
dark of the night. Bucks throw

caution to the wind when a doe in
estrus shows up.    

A hunter needs to choose a stand
overlooking large fields this time
of the year. Often the first big cold
front in December triggers a lot of
movement. When you have a full
moon lighting the night skies,  10
a.m. to 3 p.m. are key times to
hunt. 

Alabama fish and game have a
mandatory check in requirement
to collect harvest information
from all deer kills. This is a much
needed program to help manage
the deer herds throughout the
state. This data can be very use-
ful in establishing doe days and
monitor overall deer growth
progress. Deer hunting is a privi-
lege available to residents of Ala-
bama. The deer program
introduced to the state back in
the 60’s has been successful.     

I remember hunting in North Ala-
bama in the early 70’s and only
seeing a couple of deer each sea-
son.  In those days seeing a deer
track was eventful . The abun-
dant farm land and good hunting
laws has supported the deer herd
to expand and now I can see sev-
eral deer on each outing.

We have to be careful about har-
vesting too many doe during the
hunting season. Sometimes a
natural die off of deer can deci-
mate the deer herd in a location.
Allow the small bucks the oppor-
tunity to survive a few seasons,
and they will grow into a trophy in

3 or 4 years.

Hunters take care of our deer
herds and preserve this great
sport we call deer hunting for the
next generations to come. Re-
member to follow all hunting laws
and practice safety first.  

Deer Season 2016
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

Parker Mitchell with a big, mature buck he harvested

while hunting last year.
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The Athens State University
Community Band, under the
direction of Roy Adams, is

gearing up for its annual Christ-
mas Concert.  The Community
Band and is made up of volunteer
musicians from a six county area
who rehearse on a weekly basis
throughout the year.

Adams, who also serves as the Di-
rector of the Athens Middle School
Band, was recently tapped to lead
the Community Band following the
retirement of Dan Havely who had
directed the group since 2003.
This year’s concert honors Havely
and his years of service to the or-
ganization. 

The concert is scheduled for Sun-
day, December 11 at 3 p.m. in the
Carter Gymnasium of Athens State
University. The concert is free and
open to the public.

A reception hosted by the Athens
State University Alumni Associa-
tion will be held following the per-

formance in the Carter Gymna-
sium.  The reception will include a
visit from Santa. Parents are en-
couraged to bring their children
and cameras to make their own
photos.

ASU Community Band Christmas Concert

Athens State University’s Community Band

collinssupply.doitbest.com

DeWalt 37 pc.
Screwdriver Bit Set

$1009

17616 U.S. Hwy 72
(256) 232-3498

Monday thru Friday 7:00am-5:00pm
Saturday 7:00am-4:00pm

SALE PRICES GOOD THRU DECEMBER 2016

$495

December SpecialsDecember Specials
STUMP CHUNKS
.3 cu. ft. Kindling

Fire Starter

Makita 12V L-ION
Drill/Impact Combo Kit

$11289
Regular
$7.99

Regular
$154.99

Regular
$19.99

SALE
PRICE

SALE
PRICE

SALE
PRICE

Taylor Digital Thermometer

$635
Regular
$11.99

SALE
PRICE



DEB’S  Delights by Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnson

Venison Bacon Burgers your way
We are in the middle of

deer hunting season, and
many people love to eat

the venison that has been
processed.  A lot of the deer meat
is usually ground  like hamburger
meat.   You can add many ingredi-
ents to flavor your venison burger
to your taste.  The following is a
recipe that I recently used and was
very good.

2 pounds of venison
1 small onion (chopped)
6 slices of bacon
(cooked crisp and crumbled)
1 Tbsp minced garlic
Moore’s  or Dale’s sauce
1 egg
Salt and pepper to taste
6 buns

Mix all ingredients and divide into
6 round balls.  Press each ball out
into a burger patty.  Place in a shal-
low dish and pour Moore’s sauce
over the burgers.   Cook on grill
until done.  Add your favorite sides
and 
enjoy.

Note:  If you are new to eating veni-
son, you might want to use one
pound of ground beef and one
pound of hamburger meat until
you get used to eating venison. It
adds a little more fat.  

Some foods just seem to
evoke the smell, taste and
feel of chilly weather

months. 

As a beloved fall and winter flavor,
maple syrup can be much more
than a breakfast condiment or
pancake topping – it can be an im-
pressive way to transform simple,
seasonal snacks.

A delicious beverage or dessert
can be enhanced with the flavor of
maple. For example, chef Megan
Miller, of Baker Miller in Chicago,
recommends the crisp, fresh taste
of Homemade Maple Cream Soda
as a seasonal beverage that pairs
perfectly with the smoky kick of
Stacy’s® Fire Roasted Jalapeno
Pita Chips – a pantry staple in her
home. 

For a sweet treat, chef Joanne
Chang, of Flour in Boston, sug-
gests New England Maple Apple
Dip. This dip delivers the flavors of
the season with maple syrup, fresh
apples and cinnamon as another
delectable accompaniment to pita
chips. 

By combining these seasonal in-
gredients, you can create delicious
pairings and mouthwatering
desserts for winter. Find more chef
selections and featured pairings at
stacyssnacks.com. 

New England Maple Apple Dip
Prep time: 5 minutes
Servings: 6

1 cup cream cheese

1/2 cup maple syrup

1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

pinch of salt

1/4 cup Greek yogurt

2 apples, peeled and
chopped into
1/4-inch cubes

Stacy’s Cinnamon Sugar Pita
Chips or Stacy’s Simply Naked Pita
Chips

Using food processor, blend cream
cheese with maple syrup, cinna-
mon and salt until smooth. 

Fold Greek yogurt into cream
cheese mixture; mix in apples.

Serve with pita chips.

Homemade Maple Cream Soda
Prep time: 1 minute
Servings: 1

1/2 ounce maple syrup

1 tablespoon warm water

ice cubes

6 ounces sparkling water
orange or lemon,
for garnish

Stacy’s Fire Roasted Jalapeno
Pita Chips

Stir maple syrup in warm water to
dissolve. Add ice and sparkling
water; stir and garnish with or-
ange or lemon.

Serve with pita chips.

Bring maple to your table
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTYYEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist
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Note: This is the fifth in a series of arti-
cles sharing the stories behind the
names of some local streets.

It’s one of the best-known loca-
tions in Limestone County, and
where a ferry operated well be-

fore the county was established,
cotton shipped out of at one time
the county’s largest port, a
planned town failed, blue-ribbon
tobacco was grown, and what
was once the world’s largest nu-
clear power plant was built.

Multiple roads lead to Browns
Ferry and bear its name, but in
spite of the location’s fame, one
question remains to be defini-
tively answered: Who was Brown,
anyway?

Some say he was a Cherokee
chief. According to the Tennessee
Valley Authority website,
www.tva.gov…

“Browns Ferry Nuclear Power
Plant was named after a ferry in
Lawrence County, Ala., at the
crossing of the Browns Ferry
Road from Huntsville to
Courtland, Ala. The North
Alabama ferry was originally
operated by the Cherokee family
of John Brown and historically
recorded as being used as early
as November 1813 by local
Cherokee Cuttyatoy. John Brown’s
daughter Patsy married Captain
John D. Chisholm who acted as
an attorney for Chickamauga
Chief Doublehead who lived at
Doublehead’s Town at Browns
Ferry. Betsy, another daughter of
John Brown, married a Cox and
for a short period the ferry was
called Cox’s Ferry, but it later
reverted back to Browns Ferry.”

However, John Brown is also
noted as operating Brown’s Ferry
in Chattanooga, so it is not cer-
tain if this was the same John
Brown or perhaps one of his
Brown relatives operating the
ferry that crossed the Tennessee
River between Limestone and

Lawrence counties. And so far I
haven’t found any Limestone
County government record that
names the operator of Brown’s
Ferry.

Regardless, this site has always
been an important one in the de-
velopment of Limestone County,
and roads leading to the ferry
were some of the first to be
named in the county. It appears
to have already been in operation
by 1810, when Gen. Wade Hamp-
ton cut a wagon road from
Huntsville to the ferry.

Joshua Cox homesteaded the
land when Limestone County was
established in 1818 – hence
Cox’s Ferry – and by 1819, it was
the county’s largest cotton ship-
ping port.

Robert Beaty Mason later pur-
chased and farmed the land at
Brown’s Ferry, and barges
stopped at “Mason Place” land-
ing to pick up cotton. Around
1890, Mason decided to estab-
lish a new town at Brown’s Ferry
and name it Bismark. He laid out
town lots and was ready to sell,
but his timing was terrible: Reces-
sion struck and not a single lot

was sold. However, he did end up
with a bit of a consolation prize:
Tobacco he had grown at Brown’s
Ferry won the blue ribbon at the
1893 World’s Fair in Chicago.

In 1966, TVA began construction
on the Browns Ferry Nuclear
Plant on the site. When it began
operation in 1974, it was the
largest nuclear plant in the world.
It was also the first nuclear plant
in the world to generate more
than 1 billion watts of power. As
of 2014, the plant was still the
second-largest power producer in
the United States, employing
1,400 full-time employees onsite. 

Roads leading to Browns Ferry
that were first cut during pioneer
days are still important arteries
connecting the southwestern

section of Limestone County to
Athens and Huntsville.
Brownsferry Road goes from
Browns Ferry to an end at a five-
way stop in downtown Athens, as
Browns Ferry Street north of
Highway 72. Browns Ferry Street
was home to many prominent
African-American owned
businesses during the days of
segregation. Nuclear Plant Road
connects the plant to Highway 31,
and Huntsville-Brownsferry Road
provides a direct route from
Brownsferry Road to growing
communities in East Limestone
and Madison, and to the newest
Interstate 65 exit in Limestone
County, Exit 347, site of a $4.8-
million sale of 280 acres in June,
2016.

Driving Forces: Did Cherokee chief
run ferry at nuclear plant site?

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.

1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444

This photo is of Robert Beaty

Mason, who owned the land at

Browns Ferry in the late 1800s and

failed in his attempt to establish the

town of Bismark there in the 1890s.
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondeeby Uncle Bondee

Christmas was an exciting
time of the year for the folks
of the holler. Rambling

across the hills and hollers for
the perfect cedar tree was always
lots of fun.  The girls and women
folk would string popcorn to use
as decoration on  the tree.  Pine
tree cones would be hung on the
tree along with Christmas cards
we received through the mail.
Candy apples and oranges were
available as a treat for everybody.
If there was any money left from
the cotton crop after the bills
were paid each kid got one pres-
ent from the mail order catalog.

Once the presents were wrapped
and under the tree excitement
filled the house by everyone an-
ticipating what gifts were in store
for Christmas day. Aunt Maudie
would cook up some great cakes-

my favorite being a homemade
coconut cake. What I would give
now for a piece of that coconut
cake washed down with a good
strong cup of coffee.

The kin folks would arrive a day
or two before Christmas, and
everybody would enjoy each
other’s company. The grown ups
got the beds and pallets were
made on the floor for all the
cousins to bed down on. Winter in
the 40’s and 50’s were especially
cold with night time temperatures
dropping into single digits. The
big Warn Morning heater would
be loaded with split oak wood
and turn cherry red from the heat
given off by the wood. The fire
would burn down by early morn-
ing and the frigid air would fill the
room. Many mornings I would go
to the drinking water bucket to
find the water frozen around the
dipper.

On Christmas day the table was
spread with some mighty good
food. Everybody would gather
around the table and after thanks
was given to God  for our bless-

ings, we dug in. As the dinner got
under way, laughter and stories
filled the air. After the meal the
men folks would go outside for a
smoke and pass around the little
brown paper sack containing
some kind of after dinner treat.
Even the dogs liked Christmas for
the food bounty they received as
scraps after the great meal times
were through.

I remember one Christmas in the
early 50’s it came a big snow on
Christmas Eve night. Weather re-
ports were non-existent back
then. You went to bed and woke
the next morning with the ground
covered with the white stuff. We
considered  this a present  from
God to help us enjoy the season.
Dalton took a hood off a junk car
and made a snow sled out of it.
Two or three kids would load up
on the sled and down the steep
hills we would slide going all the
way to the bottom. The metal sled
again brought back to the top for
another group of excited kids to
ride. 

Some of the grown ups would
bring a sack full of fire crackers
and cherry bombs. We would rat-
tle windows and  wake early
sleepers with our fireworks.
Humpy would launch cherry
bombs with a sling shot . The
higher the projectile went, the
more noise it would generate. By
bed time on Christmas night
everybody was tired and ready for
bed. The next morning the kin-
foks would pack up their presents
and head back home. It was al-
ways sad to say good bye and see
them drive out of sight down the
drive way. We didn’t have much
back then, but we were blessed
with loving kinfolk and large fami-
lies.

Merry Christmas from Uncle
Bondee and the boys.

Reprinted from December 13, 2012

A Gaston Hollow Merry Christmas
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BeanBeans unique and different from page 1

Do your Christmas shopping at BeanBeans and find that extra special gift.



The holidays one of my fa-
vorite times of year. Unless
you are a Grinch, you are

probably decorating, cooking, and
shopping for the holidays. It’s
also a time of year when we get
together with family and enjoy
spending the holidays together.
To me, it’s just a wonderful time
of the year. In fact, there is a
word that often gets thrown
around during the holiday season
that describes many people’s atti-
tudes: joy. Joy is a wonderful
thing. The word is defined as, “a
feeling of great pleasure or happi-
ness.” It’s easy to see all the
things that make people happy
during the holidays. However, we
have much to be joyful for every
day of our lives.

First, if you have Christ in your
life, then you should also have joy
in your life. Jesus said in John
15:11, “These things I have spo-
ken to you, that My joy may re-
main in you, and that your joy
may be full.” The things Jesus
was speaking to His apostles was

so they may have joy.

Second, because we have Jesus
in our lives, we have the joy of
heaven. The Hebrew writer said,
“looking unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.”
Jesus knew that dying on the
cross would be difficult, but be-
cause there was “joy” set before
him, he endured it anyways.

Third, we are blessed more than
we know. Sometimes it’s easy to
envy the lives of others. Some-
times it’s easy to want what we
can’t have. We have to get out of
the mindset that our lives are bro-
ken and horrible. We have to re-
member that we have comforts
and blessings other people can
only dream of.

If we have Jesus and we have
heaven as our goal, then we have
so much to be thankful for. How-
ever, I feel like many people go
through life with a rain cloud

hanging over their heads. We
tend to focus on all the negative
in the world that we forget about
the joy that Christ brings. Job
losses and financial troubles are
hard. Sickness and death are dif-
ficult to deal with. However, know-
ing that Jesus is the author and
finisher of our faith should be
something that brings joy to this
dark and painful world.

The holidays are wonderful time

to celebrate the family and
friends we have in our lives. It’s a
wonderful time to remember how
blessed we are. However, let’s not
forget that with Jesus in our lives,
every day is a joyful day. Don’t let
the temptations and the struggles
of this world take that away. Don’t
let the temporary pain or satisfac-
tions of this world distract you
from the eternal joys that are
waiting for us in heaven. Be joyful
and rejoice in the Lord. 
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christby Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

MarionStreet
church of Christ

124 N. Marion Street

256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

Radio Program:

Sunday Mornings at 10:30 a.m.

on WKAC  1080

SERVICES

Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.

Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Class  5:00 p.m.

Wednesday - Bible Class  6:30 p.m.

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

Kevin Harrington

Joy

LIMESTONE DRUG

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY ONLY $1

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM • SUNDAY 9AM-5PM

256-232-3811

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

Jefferson Street at Green Street

Athens, AL 35611

256-232-1130

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• Personal Injury
- Automobile Accidents

- Workman’s Compensation

- 18-Wheeler Accidents

- Products Liability

• Social Security Disability

• General Law
- Litigation

- Corporate and LLC Formations

- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance

- Landlord — Tenant Matters

- Real Property Issues

• Family Law
- Divorce

- Guardianship

- Custody

- Wills and Probate

James M. Corder

jcorder@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

Mitch Shelly

mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen

zburgreen@acpbs.com



by Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughty
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We are in full swing of the
Christmas holiday and
New Years is just around

the corner.  We are scrambling for
gift ideas, finishing shopping lists
and maybe even starting to think
of New Year’s resolutions.  Let’s
give some thought to gifts that
might help the kids we love to de-
velop some healthy habits and
have fun at the same time!

Give some consideration to buy-
ing gifts for kids that might help
them to move more and add a lit-
tle exercise to their life.  Here are
a few ideas of things that will get
kids moving.  Some of these
ideas even help them to get out-
side and get some sunshine and
fresh air:  backyard badminton
set, skateboard, rip stick, jump
ropes, soccer balls, basketball
goals, roller blades, trampoline,
Nerf guns, tricycles, bicycles,

pogo stick, air hop balls, yoga
games, t-ball sets, Just Dance
game, frisbees, hockey sets, foot-

balls, golf clubs, Twister game,
Dodge Tag game and so many
others!  Some of these may
sound “old school” like a pogo
stick and jump rope, but what I

have found is sometimes kids get
so curious and they try these “old
school” toys and LOVE them!

When kids get out-
side and play they get
sunshine, fresh air
and may even have
some friends join in
and make some great
childhood memories!

I admit, I have already
been considering
some New Year’s res-
olutions for myself.
Let’s not leave the
kids out of these
goals for the New
Year!  I am asking my-
self right now what is

something I can do to help my
son to improve his health and fit-
ness.  What are things we know
our kids need to do to be health-
ier?  Do we need to reduce the
consumption of sweets and cut

out soda?  Do we need to get our
kids to eat more vegetables or
more variety of vegetables?  Do
we need to pack healthier
lunches for them?  Do we need to
eat at home more or pack some
healthy snacks/meals for times
we are on the run to activities?
It’s important for us to sit down
with them and discuss what
changes we feel need to be made
and get them on board.  It works
best when they are part of the
process and help us come up so-
lutions.

It truly is the most wonderful time
of the year and let’s use it to help
our kids with one of the most im-
portant things ever…their health!
The good thing is exercising and
improving our health can be lots
of fun in the process!

It’s the most wonderful time of the year!

Shoppers
Paradise
Shoppers
Paradise
Shoppers
Paradise

• Cemetery Flowers • Painted Furniture
• Vintage Furniture • Modern Furniture • Guitars

• Jewelry • Glassware, etc

Open 7 days
Monday-Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 10-5

NEED CASH??
WE BUY NICE FURNITURE & COLLECTABLES

256-232-9100
703 Hwy. 31 • Athens, Alabama 35611

(1 block North of Wal-Mart next to Bargain Center)

Savvy Kids Fitness kids preparing

to run a road race!

Tanning Beds with Tanning Supplies for Sale
8 beds | 4 turbo, 1stand up, 2 standard ones with stock.

Call 256-206-2934 for more information.
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HORSE SENSEHORSE SENSEHORSE SENSE by Jim Swannerby Jim Swannerby Jim Swanner
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#9 The Backup from Rhythmic Pressure #2
Yep, you read that correctly.

The Backup from Rhythmic
Pressure #2.

If you read the article in the last
publication of this paper you re-
member it was in the title, Rhyth-
mic Pressure the Backup. That

one was getting
the horses pre-
pared for the sad-
dle backup using
your leg pressure.

In this article we
will be teaching

the backup using rhythmic pres-
sure with the lead rope. Again, as
always, we are in the teaching
mode, not the making mode. We
are always teaching, not making.
That’s our LOGO at K-I-N Stables,
“Enjoying Horses Through Com-
munication”.

All of the Pressure and Release
articles are based off how horses

communicate with one another.

Let me say, If you want to know
more or have a hands on of learn-
ing this language and to have a
better communication with your
horse, contact us at K-I-N Sta-
bles. Jim@JimSwanner.com or

call or text 256-874-6781. If text,
give your name.

The equipment you will need for
this teaching is as previously, a
rope halter and a 12’ marine
braid lead rope.

Now, #9 in the series of Pressure
and Release..

I’m going to explain this proce-
dure in a step by step process..

1. After bring your horse to your
teaching area with the halter and
lead rope you will stand in front of
your horse so the belly of the
rope will barely touch the ground
with your arm is extended toward
the horse.

2. You will step with your rope
side foot (depending if the rope is
in your right hand or left hand) to-
ward the horse with your arm ex-
tended toward the horse with this
look on your face as to tell the
horse to back up.

3. You will hold the rope with your
palm to the side with it coming
out of your hand from the top.

4. You will extend your index fin-
ger toward the horse and begin to
wiggle it from side to side. (Keep
in mind, you are wiggling your fin-
ger only, not the rope).

5. Give the horse 3 seconds then
turn your wrist with palm up and
begin to wiggle the rope on your
end only. Ensure the clip isn’t wig-
gling at the horse.

6. Again, give the horse 3 sec-
onds to think. If it hasn’t taken a
step backwards or actually
leaned you will begin to wiggle
the rope so that the clip is wig-
gling also.

7. Again, give the horse 3 sec-
onds, if it hasn’t moved or leaned
backwards become a little more
assertive until the horse makes a
move backwards. When it does
stop immediately.

Keep in mind you are teaching
the horse to back up as light as
you can, with your finger. Always
begin in the beginning each time
so the horse has a place to go to,
the soft feel. Remember, you’re
teaching not making.

After your horse makes a try ask
it to come to you by picking up on
the rope and combing it to you in
a ‘come here’ manner.

There is more to this story but too
much to put into this article. So, if
you would like more information
contact us at the information
above.

Thank you for reading..

Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611
www.JimSwanner.com

Enjoying Horses through
Communication
256.874.6781

Jim Swanner

StricklandStrickland
Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone • Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements • Property Clearning

Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

25
YEARS

EXP
25

YEARS

EXP
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Dec 10th - Come downtown the
second Saturday of December
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. to the Sip-
pin’ Cider Festival. Voted a Top 20
event in the Southeast in 2014,
it’s a night of holiday festivities.
Sample and vote on your favorite
cider, while shopping and enjoying
store specials.  The merchant with
the most votes wins the coveted
Cider Cup and bragging rights for
the next year. Other activities in-
clude in store children’s activities,
train rides by the Athens Lions
Club, live music, roasting marsh-
mallows, and a visit from Santa.

 Dec. 10th — FREE admission
event will offer a collection of
handcrafted crafts and unique gift
items that will be perfect for your
Holiday shopping! 10am - 5pm!
Come Shop with local craft and di-
rect sales vendors for your Last
Minute Christmas Gifts plus help-
ing a family for the Holidays!
**FREE Admission ***Fun
***Food *** Free  Parking ***
Register for Door Prizes *** Cash
& Carry items . Fundraiser for a
family to help with Holiday food &
a few Gifts!  Location: Vietnam
Veterans of America Chapter 511,
17915 W. Elm Street,Athens, AL  

 Dec 11th - Athens Ladies Civitan
Holiday Home Tour. Prominent
Athens homes will be dressed up
for the holidays and open for tour-
ing.  1-5 p.m. Sunday,  Advance
tickets are $15 and available at
Pimentos and Crawford’s Gifts (on

The Square) and First National
Bank (U.S. 72) in Athens. Tickets
are $20 day of event and can be
purchased on-site at any home on
the tour. This fundraiser benefits
the developmentally challenged of
the community. More information
call Carolyn Stair 256-233-0258.

Dec. 11th —  The Athens State
University Community Band,
under the direction of Roy Adams,
At 3 p.m. in the Carter Gymnasium
of Athens State University. The con-
cert is free and open to the public.
A reception hosted by the Athens
State University Alumni Association
will be held following the perform-
ance in the Carter Gymnasium.
The reception will include a visit
from Santa. Parents are encour-
aged to bring their children and
cameras to make their own photos.

 Dec. 13th — Ardmore Christmas
Parade “I’ll Be Home For Christ-
mas” Parade starts at 6:00PM 

Dec. 13th — You are invited to
watch Creekside Drama club
“Twas the Week After Christmas”
at 6:00 p.m. Creekside Elemen-
tary gym...admission is FREE!

Dec. 17th — Big Spring Memorial
Park from 5-7pm with
Santa available for photos.
This FREE, Quality of Life event is-
supported by Lowe’s of Athens. 

Santa will be available for photos
and will read “The Night Before
Christmas” for the children.

Dec 19th - Vietnam Veterans
Spaghetti Lunch/Dinner Vietnam

Veterans Chapter 511 Post 17915
West Elm Street.  Join the VVA
Chapter 511 for an all-you-can-eat
Spaghetti meal including salad,
garlic bread, dessert and bever-
age for $7.00.  Choose lunch from
11:00AM-1:00PM or dinner from
5:00PM-7:00PM or both!

Dec. 31st - New Years Eve Early
Dinner Show.  Yesterdays Event
Center 15631 Brownferry Road.
Join Yesterdays and bring in the
New Year!! Bus parking available.
Pre-reservation required.
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16544 Becky Street
Lauderdale Co. • $164,459

MLS#1057896

16544 Becky Street
Athens • $105,000

MLS#1053472

12524 US Hwy 31 S
Athens • $139,900

MLS#1049640

Curtis Lane
Clements • $139,900

MLS#1049908

CALL ONE OF OUR AGENTS TODAY!CALL ONE OF OUR AGENTS TODAY!

NEW LISTING!

BUYING•SELLING•RENTING•BUILDING… We Have the Solution
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16365 Cannon Road
West Limestone • $475,000

MLS#1045037

22232 Merlot Drive
Athens • $250,000

MLS#1044133

PRICE REDUCED!

9131 Stanford Road
Clements • $99,500

MLS#1049109

25575 Gray Stone Drive
E. Limestone • $224,000

MLS# 1024234

12872 Saint Andrews Dr.
Clements • $395,000

MLS#1053730

17961 Davis Street
Athens • $198,000

MLS#1016977

17358 Sledge Road
Clements • $155,000

MLS#1026688

2087 N Looney Road W
Element • $129,900

MLS#1046135

PRICE REDUCED!

3.9 ACRES!

12526 U.S. Why 31 S
Athens • $139,900

MLS#1049640

14764 Seven Mile Post Road
Clements - $79,900

MLS#1037121

14160 Hunter Road
East Limestone - $255,000

MLS#1042941

5796 Bay Hill Drive
Clements - $199,000

MLS#1042157

PENDING!! POOL!!

Curtis Lane
Clements • $139,900

MLS#1049908

21850 Oakland Meadows
Ardmore • $114,00

MLS#1043981

Henry Drive
Athens • $64,900

MLS#1037289

Fort Hampton Road
Elkmont • $250,000

MLS#1056029

PRICE REDUCED!

305 Wickerberry Way
Athens - $218,000

MLS#1040755

SO
LD

!!!

SO
LD

!!!

SO
LD

!!!

SO
LD

!!!

NEW construction!

PRICE REDUCED!PRICE REDUCED!

TN River

Commercial For Sale

5799 Bay Village Drive

Clements • $1,050 mo.

MLS#1050651

Land & Lots
For Sale

RENTALS

24362 Sycamore Lane

Elkmont • $10,000

MLS#1039092

Tract 7 Cannon Road

Elkmont • $40,000

MLS#1044630

Tract 6 Cannon Road

Elkmont • $71,500

MLS#1046678

Tract 2 Cannon Road

Elkmont • $82,500

MLS#1044625

Tract 1 Cannon Road

Elkmont • $88,000

MLS#1044608

16031 Parker Road

Athens • $60,000

MLS#1053024

Shinnecock Hills Drive

Athens • $130,000

MLS#1053216

Tract 4 Fort Hampton Road

Elkmont • $165,000

MLS#1044621

PRICE REDUCED!

Mary Davis Hollow Road, Athens • $14,800 

727 W. Market Street
Athens • $184,900

MLS#1047831


