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Merry Christmas

THE VALLEY

STAR

The Valley Star Christmas Tree

The Valley Star Christmas tree is displayed at the Athens City Park at the duck pond. Photographer-writer

Danny Johnson, and Alabama Real Estate Solutions agents Ginna Chittam and Chris Shindorf Jr. are shown

in front of the tree that was decorated and designed by members of the newspaper's staff. We all wish

everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. See more photos of the tree inside. 

from The Valley Star



Whatever your perfect temperature, you’ll enjoy consistent comfort with 
the heating and cooling systems homeowners ranked number one in 
durability.* American Standard. It’s cool to be comfortable.

CONSISTENT COMFORT.
 WE’VE GOT IT DOWN COLD.

LIFE AT 60°
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Like everything else over the
years, Christmas giving and
get togethers have changed.

Families and friends do not cele-
brate Christmas Day like they
used to. Most families today, if

they gather at all,
do it before Christ-
mas Day and pre-
fer to stay at
home on Decem-
ber 25th.

I remember when
my family would gather at the
home of our landlord every Christ-
mas Day to exchange a gift or two
and enjoy a piece of homemade
coconut cake. But those days are
long gone now.

We, as sharecroppers back in the
day, lived across the field from
our landlords, Joe and Joyce
Maples and family, and each
Christmas Day we were invited to
their home to celebrate Christ-
mas. Those were joyous times
with love and peace among us.

Of course, time changes things

and that ended with death in the
family.

"Mr. Joe," as we called him, got
lung cancer and died in the late
1950s. "Miss Joyce" then sold the
farm and moved to Athens, and

we moved away from the little
farm just north of Elkmont near
the Tennessee state line.

But we kept the Christmas tradi-
tion up by driving to Athens year
after year to her house to cele-

brate on Christmas morning. We
did that for years on end until she
died of cancer. The Christmas
time visits then stopped.

I will always remember those
days on Christmas day with the
Maples family. They are all gone
now, but certainly not forgotten.

Sonny Turner

Christmas Day with the Maples family
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1428 Freeman Ave.
Athens, AL 35611

256-444-0400
Tuesday - Saturday

9am - 5pm

Tony & Belinda Kirk - Owners
Consignment Flea Market

Selling: Crafts, Furniture,
Glass Ware, Jewelry, Tools, Toys,

and many others.

We have made

EASY AND INEXPENSIVE!

Complete Package

CHANGING PROPANE COMPANIES

Includes:
• Delivering a tank to your home and replacing your old one.

• Doing a safety check on your propane system.
• Cleaning and adjusting your gas burning fireplace.

• Giving you free tank rent until next year.
FREE

• Discount on your first Propane purchase
• Service provided when you need it 24/7/365YO

U G
ET

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS
19650 CROSS KEY RD. • ATHENS, AL 35614

256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS
27650 PINEDALE ROAD • ARDMORE, AL 35739

256-423-3320
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Going ‘nuts’ over pecans
By Debra Johnson

Gardening is officially over for me
for a while now. And just when I
thought I could take a break,
guess what? Pecans are ready to
be picked up. The harvest season
for pecans runs from October
through January.  They are quite a
tasty reward if you are willing to
spend hours picking them up. At
least there are gadgets to help
with that.

You can purchase pecan pickers
that have wires on the bottom. You
push it onto the pecans, and it
picks it up and stores it in a cage,
then you dump the collection of
pecans into a container. It really
saves your back from constantly
having to bend down to pick them
up.

But then, there is the problem of
finding the pecans on the ground
under all of the fallen leaves. It is
like hunting Easter eggs, except
the pecans blend into the camou-
flage colors of the ground. Not so

easy to find!

There is a good crop of pecans this
year. It varies from year to year, so
I try to gather as many as possible
on the plentiful years.

Once the pecans are shelled, I
freeze them whole in gallon bags
and take them out as I need them
for recipes. They are also fine to
just eat raw once they are thawed.

I never did like cracking and
shelling the pecans. It would take
forever! Thank goodness there are
machines that do that for you now.
I carried my pecans to have them
cracked, and to my delight, the
machine actually crushed the
pecan shells, leaving the meat of
the pecan in tact. You only had to
go through and pick the pecans
out, saving lots of time.

If you have pecan trees or have a
friend that has some, don’t leave
these treats for the squirrels to
eat. Get out and gather some to
eat now and freeze for later.



By Debra Johnson

We have a certain privilege
and right in this country
that some citizens of

other countries do not have - and
that is the right to vote.   I  think
sometimes that we get compla-
cent with this opportunity and do
not take advantage of casting a
vote for someone who is going to
be representing us.   It is very im-
portant to use this voting privilege
to elect someone that is going to
be your VOICE in the government
that SERVES you.  Sometimes I
think that the elected servants for-
get they are supposed to be the
‘voice ‘ of the people they are rep-
resenting and instead they use
their own views to make decisions.  

I also think that we do not take our
right to vote as seriously as we
should.  I feel that many times we
do not seek out the views of the
candidates on the issues at hand,
and instead rely on someone to
tell us who to vote for.  We have a
state election approaching that
should be very important to all of
the Alabama voters, but any elec-
tion, whether local, state, or na-
tional should be of utmost

importance to us, the voters.  It
seems our country, at this time, is
very divided in its views on issues,
and that is why it is important for
the voter to seek out and vote for
the candidate that aligns with their

views on the issues at hand.  It
seems today the issues are: ap-
pointments to the Supreme Court,
border security, support of military
and law officials, decisions that af-
fect our economy, tax reform, for-

eign relations, energy and regula-
tions, pro-choice/pro-life.   Do a lit-
tle research for yourself and get
out and vote!!  Your vote DOES
make a difference.
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Exercise your right to vote
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By Sonny Turner

Iremember the 1960 Chevrolet
Corvair mainly because it was
the car I used to get my drivers

license way back in 1964.

The candy apple red Corvair was
my brother Winford's car who at
the time was a reporter for The
Decatur Daily. Of course I used
daddy's 1953 Ford pickup truck
(straight shift) a couple of times
before and each time I failed the
drivers test around the Lime-
stone County Courthouse
Square. The automatic Corvair
with its short body style made a
big difference for me.

The Corvair was a compact car
manufactured by Chevrolet for
model years 1960–1969. It was
the only American-designed,
mass-produced passenger car to
use a rear mounted air-cooled
engine. The name "Corvair" is a
portmanteau of Corvette and Bel
Air. The name was first applied in
1954 to a Corvette-based con-
cept with a hardtop fastback-
styled roof.

The Corvair was powered by an
air-cooled horizontally opposed
six-cylinder engine constructed
with many major components
made from aluminum. The en-
gine was mounted in the rear of
the car, driving the rear wheels
through a compact transaxle.
Suspension was independent at
all four wheels. There was no
conventional chassis, being the
first unibody built by Fisher Body.
The tires were an entirely new
wide low-profile design. The
styling was unconventional for
Detroit: subtle and elegant, with
no tailfins or chrome grille. Its en-
gineering earned numerous
patents, while Time magazine
put Ed Cole and the Corvair on
the cover, and Motor Trend

named the Corvair as the 1960
"Car of the Year."

The Corvair's sales exceeded
200,000 for each of its first six
model years. The rear-engine de-
sign offered packaging and econ-
omy advantages, providing the
car with a lower silhouette, flat
passenger compartment floor,
removing the need for power as-
sists, and offered improvements
in ride quality, traction, and brak-
ing balance. The design also at-
tracted customers of other
makes, primarily imports. The
Corvair stood out, with engineer-
ing significantly different from
other American offerings. 

In 1962 Chevrolet introduced the

Corvairs with few changes at the
beginning of the year. The bot-
tom line 500 series station
wagon from the year before was
dropped and the 700 became
the base station wagon. The
"Lakewood" name was dropped.
The ever-popular Monza line
then took on a wagon model to
round out the top of the line. 

In Spring of 1962 Chevrolet com-
mitted itself to the sporty image
they had created for the Corvair
by introducing a convertible ver-
sion, then offering a high per-
formance 150 hp (112 kW; 152
PS) turbocharged "Spyder"[16]
option for Monza coupes and
convertibles, making the Corvair

the second production automo-
bile supplied with a turbocharger
as a factory option, with the
Oldsmobile F-85 Turbo Jetfire
having been released earlier in
1962. Corvair station wagons
were discontinued at that point
in favor the new Corvair Convert-
ible and Chevy II (built at the
same assembly plant). 

Winford drove his Corvair several
years before trading it in for a
new Rambler. He never did like
that Rambler and often spoke
against it compared to his Cor-
vair. But I remember he may
have damaged his new white
Rambler when he accidentally
pumped diesel fuel into the tank.

The 1960 Corvair: It stood out

25% off Holiday | 15% off Storewide
Very unique handmade clothing and accessories

200 Hwy 31 South  • Athens Al 35611

256-444-4437

Owner: Denise Crutcher

Hours 10-4 Thursday and Friday • Sat 10-2Hours 10-4 Thursday and Friday • Sat 10-2

WITH THIS COUPON WITH THIS COUPON

WITH THIS COUPON

STOREWIDE
SALE

UNTIL
CHRISTMAS

STOREWIDE
SALE

UNTIL
CHRISTMAS
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College of Business tours Polaris Industries
Agroup of students from the

College of Business at
Athens State University

recently toured Polaris Industries
in Limestone County. The tour
was part of Dr. Kim Roberts’ Op-
erations Management course.
Polaris is a recognized leader in
the power sports industry. Po-
laris designs, engineers, manu-
factures, and markets
innovative, high-quality off-road
vehicles including all-terrain ve-
hicles (ATVs), the Polaris
Ranger and RZR side-by-side
vehicles, snowmobiles, motorcy-
cles, and on-road electric/ hybrid
powered vehicles. 

The Alabama manufacturing fa-
cility produces the Ranger and
Slingshot vehicles and features
multiple assembly lines with
state-of-the-art technologies.
The facility supports core
processes including vehicle as-
sembly, chassis and body paint-
ing, welding, fabrication, and
injection molding. Students
learned about the Polaris strat-
egy, vision, and operations from
Adam Hopkins in Human Re-
sources. The group then toured

the showroom floor to look at
and sit in the facility’s products.
Finally, students toured the man-
ufacturing line to see concepts
such as process design, cus-
tomer requirements, and lean
manufacturing put into applica-
tion. 

“We would like to thank the Po-
laris facility’s leadership for part-
nering with higher education. For
many students, this is the first
time they’ve seen the inside of a
manufacturing plant and it’s an
excellent learning opportunity,”
says Roberts. 

The Huntsville location continues
to expand and projects to em-
ploy approximately 2,000 work-
ers over the next few years. 

Athens State University was
founded in 1822, making it the
oldest continuously-operated in-
stitute of higher learning in the
state of Alabama. Offering over
50 undergraduate majors and
degree options in addition to
graduate programs, Athens
State focuses on providing af-
fordable, flexible, and high-qual-
ity options for all learners. 

SANTACLAUS
TINSEL
MISTLETOE
RUDOLPH
CANDYCANE
CHRISTMASTREE

NORTHPOLE
ORNAMENTS
FRUITCAKE
DECORATIONS
HOLIDAY
POINSETTIA

YULETIDE
FESTIVE
REINDEER
SUGARPLUM
CIDER
DECEMBER

Solution on page 14



By Danny Johnson

Wheeler Lake has seen an
increase in the popula-
tion of smallmouth bass

over the past few years.  Fall is a
great time to be on the water
catching smallies. There is an
abundance of shad minnows
each year on the Tennessee River
chain of lakes.

The shad serve as a primary food
source for smallmouth. Schools
of smallies roam around the lake
attacking the large bait fish
schools. If a fisherman is lucky
enough to be near one of these
feeding frenzies, action can be
fast and furious.  A top water bait
like the Zorro spook can catch
giant smallmouth bass. 

Bass feed often in the fall build-
ing body fat for the cold water
bass experience in the winter
months. A good place to find
smallmouth is on secondary
points in pockets off the main
lake. River current is a benefit
when searching for feeding fish.
The bass will hold up in eddies
ambushing and prey that goes by.

Fishing smaller diameter line will
increase your bite percentage. I
fish 6 pound fluorocarbon line for
sensitive feel and good hook set.
The plastic grub is a good choice
for deeper points and gravel bars.

When feeding fish are observed,
a rattlebait or swimbait is a good
choice. 

Tail-waters of dams are always
good fishing locations in the
months leading up to Christmas.
The smallmouth will hold behind
boulders or structure getting out
of the current. I like to use a big
spinnerbait or the umbrella rigs
to catch tail-water bass.

These fall live bait fishermen
have been catching good creels
of smallmouth fishing with live
shad minnows. Shad minnows
are caught with throw nets and
maintained in bait wells. The fish-
ermen add a small weight and
hook baited with a live shad to
their line . Cast the line out and
slowly drag the live offering
across the bottom and hold on.
Smallmouth will attack the live
bait with a vengeance.

Whatever the method you enjoy
using to catch smallies, it can re-
sult in some fun fishing days on

your favorite lake. Crappie fishing
can also be rewarding as the
water cools down. Crappie will
school up and be quite fun catch-
ing on light tackle. Small plastic
tube baits fished on 1/16 or
1/32 lead head hooks entice
crappie to strike. 

Remember always practice safety
on the water and wear a quality
coastguard certified pfd when in
a boat.
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Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Catching small smallmouth bass

Mike Kelley with a fall smallmouth bass he caught while on a fishing outing.
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StricklandStrickland
Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone

Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

25
YEARS

EXP
25

YEARS

EXP

Genetics account for 20% of
visible aging, the other 80%
is up to you," Rodan and

Fields.

If you could change one thing
about your skin what would it be?

Wrinkles, firmness, sun damage,
acne, or red irritated skin?

Rodan and Fields has something
to offer all skin care concerns.

Rodan and Fields is a Premier
skincare brand that was created
by the Doctors who created the bil-
lion dollar brand PROACTIV. They
are, Katie Rodan and Kathy Fields,
two well known Stanford trained
dermatologists.

The skin care line was initially sold
in high-end department stores.
Estée Lauder, Inc. bought that
brand a year later. In 2008, the
two dermatologists bought the
brand back and took a direct sales
approach.

Successful? YES! In March of
2017, Rodan and Fields was
named the #1 skin care brand in

2016 and the fastest growing skin-
care brand in the last six years.
They found their products were
selling by word of mouth from sat-
isfied customers, therefore, they
decided to offer business opportu-
nities to people like you and me.

Are you skeptical? Here are a few
things to consider. 1) The products
are clinically proven

2) They use a multi-med therapy
approach: the right ingredients,
the right formulation, and the right
order 3) They are made to work
from the inside out 4) Recom-
mended by the Skin Cancer Foun-
dation 5) Offer a 60-day money
back guarantee.

There are several ways to get the
products. 1) You can place a Retail
order by visiting my website
www.shealewter.myrandf.com 2)
Order as a Preferred customer and
get 10% off and free shipping 3)
become a Consultant and get 25%
off products. For more information,
please contact me. I would be glad
to assist you with your interest in

the products or business opportu-
nities.

There is a Solution tool (free to
use) on my website that recom-
mends what products to consider
depending on your skin concerns.
Give it try! The recommendations
can be emailed to you to use when
you decide to try the products.

"WRITE YOUR PRESCRIPTION
FOR CHANGE"

website:
www.shealewter.myrandf.com

email:
shealewter.randf@gmail.com

Skincare’s little black dress
with all the accessories
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The Athens Bible School sen-
ior class recently embarked
on an educational and fun

filled journey through the Ameri-
can Northeast.  Sites visited in-
cluded Thomas Jefferson’s historic
Monticello Plantation; Washington,
D.C.; Gettysburg National Park;
Theodore Roosevelt’s Sagamore
Hill home in Oyster Bay, New York;
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery of Head-
less Horseman fame; the Vander-
bilt family’s “cottage” The
Breakers in Newport, Rhode Is-
land; the Freedom Trail in Boston,
Massachusetts; New York City;
and Baltimore, Maryland.

One of the trip’s highlights was a
personal tour of the U.S. Capitol,
led by Martha Brooks, wife of Rep-
resentative Mo Brooks.  As well,
four members of the senior class
were able to lay a wreath at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in
Arlington National Cemetery.
Other memorable events included
seeing the production Phantom of
the Opera on  Broadway, a Brook-
lyn Nets vs. San Francisco War-
riors basketball game and a tour
of Camden Yards Ballpark in Balti-
more.
Submitted by Greg Chandler

Athens Bible School seniors’ journey
SCHOOL BELLS by Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnson

Visiting Thomas Jefferson's historic Monticello in Charlottesville, Virginia.

Lela Ball, Vance Dutton, Daniel Eison, and Will Suggs lay a

wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

Seniors pose in front of the Alabama Memorial at Gettysburg

National Battlefield.

Senior boys enjoy visiting the home dugout of the Baltimore

Orioles at Camden Yards Ballpark.
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DEB’S  Delights by Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnson

Mulled Apple Cider
Ialways enjoy having the hot,

spiced apple cider drink during
the Christmas holidays.

Ingredients
1 Gallon apple cider
3 Granny Smith apples
1 Orange
1 Tbsp allspice berries
5 to 7 Cinnamon sticks
1/2 Cup fresh cranberries
1/2 Cup sugar
1 Cup apple brandy or regular

brandy (optional)

Pour the apple cider into a large
pot over medium-high heat. Dice
the apples and pour into the
cider.  Peel the rind off the or-
ange in large pieces and add to
the cider mixture. Add the all-
spice berries, cinnamon sticks,
and the cranberries.  Add the
sugar and stir until dissolved.
Bring the mixture to a low boil,
then reduce the heat to low and
simmer for 45 minutes to 1 hour.
Add the brandy if using, then sim-
mer for another 10 to 15 min-
utes.  Serve warm.

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72
Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65
in big tan building

256-216-9055

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTYYEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

Note: As part of the Limestone County Bi-
centennial Celebration, members of the
Limestone County Bicentennial Commit-
tee are creating a video for each historic
marker in Limestone County, telling more
of the story behind each landmark loca-
tion, and featuring historic photos of the
sties and people for which the place is
renowned. These videos will be available
on the Limestone County YouTube chan-
nel and social media pages in 2018. This
is the story behind the “Athens Sacked
and Plundered” marker on the Limestone
County Courthouse lawn.

When Alabama seceded
from the Union in 1861,
Limestone County was

still so overwhelmingly against
secession that they kept the
Union flag flying over the court-
house for two months before tak-
ing it down in what Athens Mayor
W.P. Tanner called a “peace
measure.” 

But the peace in this little town
was shattered on May 1, 1862,
when Confederate troops, aided
by Limestone residents, clashed
with Union troops who had taken
the town just days before, driving
them back to Huntsville and even
crashing a Union train by burning
out the trestle over Limestone
Creek. In retaliation, General
Ormsby Mitchel sent troops the
next day, under the command of
Russian native and Union Colonel
John Basil Turchin, back to
Athens to drive out the Confeder-
ate forces, telling them, “Don’t
leave a grease spot. Don’t leave a
post standing.” 

Turchin’s troops routed the Con-
federates, and then Turchin re-
portedly sat down on the north
steps of the courthouse and told
his troops, “I see nothing for two
hours.” That’s all the time it took
for Union troops to plunder and
pillage the town. 

According to later testimony, they
raped a young female slave in
Charlotte Hine’s home, plundered
businesses and homes all over
town, and even scared a preg-
nant Mrs. Hollingsworth so badly
she miscarried and died.  They
took surgical instruments from
Dr. Sowell, dental instruments
from William Allen’s drugstore,
and all the money out of the iron
safes at the stores run by John
Turrentine, George Peck, and Pe-
terson Tanner and Sons. At R.C.
David’s office, they destroyed and

trampled a collection of Bibles,
and at Haywood Jones’ house,
they cut bacon on the parlor car-
pets and chopped joints on the
piano with an axe. 

Turchin was court martialed for
the sack of Athens and on July
30, 1862, he was found guilty of
neglect of duty, conduct unbe-
coming an officer and a gentle-
man, and disobedience of orders.
However, his wife Nadine had al-
ready persuaded President Lin-
coln to promote Turchin to
brigadier general on July 17, so
not only was his conviction was
invalidated, the promotion helped
prompt the Union’s strategy
change from conciliation with the
South to punishment for Confed-
erate civilians who resisted
Northern troops.

Turchin resigned his commission
in 1864 due to failing health, and

in 1901, he died in the Southern
Illinois Hospital for the Insane.

Marker Text

Athens Sacked and Plundered:
On May 2, 1862, Union troops of
the 19th and 24th Illinois and the

37th Indian Regiments com-
manded by Col. John Basil
Turchin went on a rampage
thought the town. They looted
and plundered stores and homes,
stealing clothing, jewelry and any-
thing of value, destroying what
they didn’t want. For months af-
terward, the soldiers stabled their
horses in some of the town’s
churches, burned the pews for
firewood and destroyed the interi-
ors. Col Turchin, born Ivan Vasille-
vich Turchinoff in Russia, was
court martialed in Huntsville for
encouraging these actions, but
his wife appealed to Abraham Lin-
coln for clemency on his behalf.
Turchin was promoted to Brig
Gen. one day before the court
martial. 

Marker at the intersection of
South Jefferson Street and West
Washington Street, Athens. GPS
Coordinates: 34.80245, -86.972

Turchin was told “Don’t leave a
grease spot” in 1862 Athens

About the Archives:
Limestone County Department
of History and Archives

Established: 1980

Staff:
Archivist Rebekah Davis and
Assistant Archivist April Davis

Location:
102 W. Washington St.,
in the 1905 L&N Passenger
Depot

Hours: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday

Phone: 256-233-6404
E-mail: archives@limestonecounty-al.gov

Web: www.limestonearchives.com

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/limestonecountyarchives

Owner - Donna Thomas
Alabamacountrytraditions.com• dtantqcountry@aol.com

26636 Main Street • Ardmore, AL 35739
256-423-4353

Merry Christmas

COUNTRY TRADITIONS
Antiques | Primitives

All Christmas will be 30% off
December 21, 22 & 23!

We will be closed December 24 until January 1

Citation: “John Basil Turchin,” Chronicling Illinois,

accessed December 4, 2017,

http://alplm cdi.com/chroniclingillinois/items/show/24380
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondeeby Uncle Bondee

The folks of the holler lived
off the land and each sea-
son contributed a different

offering we enjoyed. The fall was
the opening of
hunting season
and rabbits, squir-
rel, and quail
were abundant in
our county. The
woods were made
up of oak and

hickory trees. These hardwood
trees drop acorns and hickory
nuts in the fall of the year. I asked
Papa once how the seasons got
named. He answered, “ Fall got
it’s name by the leaves falling
from the trees.” That was good
enough for me.

The forests provided game we en-
joyed and also picking up hickory
nuts was an annual thing we took
part in. Humpy and I would take a
hammer with us to the woods.
When we filled our bags with
nuts, we would sit on a stump
and bust open some hickory nuts
for a mid day snack. We used the
hammer and a flat rock for bust-
ing open the shell of the nuts.

The squirrels also had a taste for
the hickory nuts. Competing with
the squirrels for the nuts that had
dropped to the ground was an on-
going challenge. We had a neigh-
bor that had a pecan orchard
down by the creek. We were al-
lowed to squirrel hunt in the or-
chard. Keeping the squirrels
thinned out was the only way the
orchard produced any nuts. We
also were paid for picking up the
pecans for the farmer to sell.
Some years the pecan crop was
bountiful and other years the
pickings were slim.

Scaly bark hickory nuts were our
favorite. These scaly bark, as we
called them, were larger and had
a bigger treat inside of the shell.
Breaking open the shell was not
an easy task. Many times, I would
hit fingers with the hammer while
attempting to crack open the
nuts.

Muscadines were another treat
offered up by the fall cool down.
The vines would grow into the
trees. Humpy would climb in the
tree and shake the vines causing
the purple offering to drop to the
ground.

We would spread out a tarp
under the tree to catch the offer-
ing. The tarp would keep the mus-
cadines from getting lost in the
leaves. Papa had several uses for
the harvested fruit. Muscadine
jelly was quite a treat on the
breakfast table.

Persimmon trees had a good crop
some years. After a few frosts,
the persimmons were ready for
harvesting and began to drop
from the tree. The persimmons
were very bitter before the frost.
Persimmon jelly was another
treat. The opossums would find
the persimmons a treat also. We
would know where the persim-
mon trees were located. After
dark you could shine a flashlight
into the tree and there would sit
Mr. opossum.

Crab apple trees were scattered
through the fields and around the
edge of the woods. These trees
produced small green apples.
They were a little bitter, but made
some of the best jelly. There was
nothing any better than crab
apple jelly on a cat head, but-
tered biscuit. 

We didn’t have a lot of money,
but we never went to bed hungry.
Living in the holler had many
perks, and the abundance nature

had to offer never went unappre-
ciated. We always gave thanks for
every meal prepared before us.

Be thankful for your family and
the freedom this great country
has to offer.

Fall was a special time of the year

Uncle Bondee

SOLUTION
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christby Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

One month left

Kevin Harrington

MarionStreet
church of Christ

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

SERVICES

Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.

Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Classes  5:30 p.m.

Wednesday - Bible Class  6:30 p.m.

124 N. Marion Street

256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

Can you believe we are in the
final month of the year?!
How is that right? I was just

getting used to writing 2017 on
my checks. Even though it seems
like time has slipped through my
fingers, I love looking back at
what the past year has brought.
Every year brings its own set of
highs and lows. Some people
look forward to new beginnings
after a tough year, while others
are wanting to enjoy the ride until
the very end. Whatever kind of
year you had, how will you spend
your last month? Will you waste it
in hopes for a fresh start in 2018,
or will you spend every day trying
to make the best of what little
time we have left this year? 

What if, instead of one month left
in 2017, there was only one more
month left in your life? Well…that
changes the perspective a little
bit. Would you live your life differ-
ently if you knew you only had
until December 31st to live? I’m
sure we would all have different
ideas on how to live the last sev-
eral days of our lives, but I can al-
most guarantee one thing: none
of us would waste the precious
little time we have left. 

When Paul was writing to the
Ephesians, he said, “See then
that you walk circumspectly, not
as fools but as wise, redeeming
the time, because the days are
evil” (Eph. 5:15-16). Here are
some helpful tips on how to not
only spend the last month of the
year, but our remaining time be-
fore Christ comes back.

First, Paul told us to walk circum-
spectly. To be circumspect mean
that we are being watchful and
discreet. Can I tell you some-
thing? Jesus is coming soon. Are
you watching for Him? Are we liv-
ing lives that are worthy of going
home with Jesus? Are we living a
discreet (1 Tim. 2:2 says quiet
and tranquil) life that brings
honor to God and Christ? 

Second, Paul reminds us to be
wise, not foolish. There are good
decisions and bad decisions. We
can choose to live wisely, follow-
ing God’s Word, and living a life
that brings praise and honor to
God; or we can live foolish lives.
We can choose to give into temp-
tation and live in sin. Choose to
live wisely. 

Third, Paul reminds us to redeem
the time. The days are evil and
our time here is short. Make the
best of it. What we do here mat-
ters for our eternal future. Life is
short and it’s up to us to make
the most of the precious time we
have left on this earth. Unfortu-
nately, many choose to redeem
their time by living foolishly. They
say, “It’s my life and I will live the
way I want.” Or we can choose to
redeem our time wisely. 

There is one month left in 2017…
who knows how much time be-
fore Jesus returns. How will you
live what little time we have left?
Walk circumspectly, be wise, re-
deem the time.

To advertise in
The Valley Star

call
Sonny Turner

256-431-5498 or
Kathy Thornton
256-777-1425
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The Valley Star Christmas tree

at the North Pole Stroll.

Alabama Real Estate Christmas tree

at the North Pole Stroll.

2017 Athens
North Pole Stroll

This annual Christmas tradition spon-
sored by Athens-Limestone County
Tourism with the help of Lowe's of
Athens and the Athens Park and
Recreation Department will be open
to the public to stroll, oh and ah from
December 1st to December 30th fea-
turing trees sponsored and deco-
rated by local businesses,
organizations, groups, and fami-
lies.   Keep Athens-Limestone Beau-
tiful's "Tired Family" will be returning
as well with a new theme and scene
to enchant visitors.

Creativity will be unleashed upon the
nearly 7' tall trees and you never
know what you'll find on the tree or
done to the tree!  Last year's crowd-
pleaser was a "Charlie Brown Tree".
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Dec 9th — Mooresville Progressive Din-
ner Tour in historic Mooresville, Alabama.
Check-in begins at 2:00PM at the 1821
Stagecoach Tavern where you will receive
a map and begin your walk through our
beautifully decorated village. $75.00 per
person.
Dec 9th — Santa’s Coming to Ardmore
Santa will be at the Bryan House (Town Hall
1st Avenue and Ardmore Avenue in Ard-
more, AL) from 10:00AM to 12:00PM. Santa
will be having his picture taken with all the
boys and girls.  Santa’s mailbox will also be
there to drop off letters.  Cedar Hill students
will place specially made ornaments on
Santa’s tree prior to his visit.  Culleoka Cho-
rus will be entertaining again this year dur-
ing the event.
Dec 9th — Athens-Limestone Animal
Shelter Open House (1701 U.S. Highway
72W in Athens) from 2:00PM-6:00PM.  Door
prizes, vendors and light refreshments.
Dec 9th — Sippin’ Cider Festival from
5PM to 8PM (tentative) in downtown
Athens, Alabama around the square.  Sam-
ple and vote on your favorite cider, while
shopping and enjoying store specials.
Dec 9th — Sippin’ Cider Festival from
5PM to 8PM (tentative) in downtown
Athens, Alabama around the square.  Sam-
ple and vote on your favorite cider, while
shopping and enjoying store specials.
Dec 10th — Annual Bells of Christmas
Holiday Home Tour sponsored by the
Athens-Ladies Civitan will be from 1:00PM-
5:00PM.  Prominent Athens homes will be
dressed up for the holidays and open for
touring.  Tickets will be $15.00 in advance
and $20.00 day of tour benefitting the spe-
cial needs population of Limestone County.
Ticket purchase on sale at Pimento’s; Pam’s
Home Furniture, Osborne’s Jewelers, Kath-
leen’s Hair Salon; First Nation Bank; Craw-
ford Gifts; Class Act Hair Salon and four
Home Locations, Bed and Breakfast, and
one Farm House Rental with provided pur-
chase of tickets.

Dec 11th — Youth Basketball Opening
Day at Athens High School Gym (100 U.S.
Highway 31N in Athens) starting at 6:00PM.
Registered players are encouraged to at-
tend and receive a special ‘Thank You’ gift
for playing in the Athens Recreation Youth
Basketball League.
Dec 14th — Hope for the Holidays Dinner
at the Limestone County Event Center (100
West Pryor Street in Athens) starting at
6:30PM with Eli’s Block Party Childhood
Cancer Foundation.  Catering by Suzanne’s
Bakery with inspirational speaker Amberley
Snyder, Champion Barrel Racing and
Breakaway Roper. Entertainment, Holiday
Cake Auction and more.
Dec 15th — Christmas Show at Yester-
day’s Senior Lunch Matinee Show at 15631
Brownsferry Road in Athens.   All seating is
reserved - $15.00 each, groups are seated
together, doors open 10:30am, events start
at 11AM with seating, opening announce-
ments, blessing, and lunch, with show be-
ginning about 12 noon.(About 1 hour show)
They have bus parking available, e-mail
reservations are required info@yesterday-
sevents.com.
Dec 15th — 1st Annual Welleswood
Christmas Open House (1005 Elkton
Street in Athens) from 6:00PM-9:00PM.
Santa Claus will be there taking free photo
with all the kids.
Dec 16th — Mark Lowry Christmas Con-
cert at Lindsay Lane Baptist Church (1300
Lindsay Lane South in Athens) from
7:00PM-10:00PM.  Celebrate the Christmas
season with the legendary Mark Lowry -
funny man, singer and co-writer of the de-
finitive Christmas song - “Mary Did You
Know”. Tickets $20.00-$50.00

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
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by Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughty

Hope for the Holidays dinner
Tis’ the season for red and

green, and gold for child-
hood cancer. Eli’s Block

Party Childhood Cancer Founda-
tion will host it’s annual Hope for
the Holidays dinner December
14th to wrap-up this year’s
fundraising effort that goes di-
rectly to pediatric brain cancer re-
search. Don’t miss this
opportunity for a family holiday
tradition. Plus, the family of Eli
Williams, namesake for the foun-
dation who passed away in Au-
gust, celebrates Eli’s December
birthday in a special way. Also,
look for Letters to Santa for a
Make-A-Wish program, and the
auctioning of a Ford Mustang just
in time for Christmas.

The dinner, sponsored by Preston
Builders, features an inspirational
presentation by Amberley Snyder,
a champion paraplegic barrel
racer and roper, and holiday en-
tertainment by pianist Anthony
Sanderson. The meal is catered
by Suzanne’s Bakery, and photog-
raphy studio Elles Photography
will be on hand for professional
holiday portraits. Guests may also
participate in a holiday cake auc-
tion, and enjoy an indoor invita-
tional car show. Eli’s Pony Pride
program will announce the win-
ner of the charity auction for a
2004 40th anniversary Ford Mus-

tang. Closed bids are now being
accepted. The car is on display at
Butler’s Furniture on Highway 72
in Athens. For information on bid-
ding, and for tickets to the dinner
got to www.elisblockparty.org.
Tickets for the dinner can be pur-
chased online, or at Riff Raff Fur-
niture, or SheaLeigh’s Home
Decor.

Starting December 5th, the foun-
dation will be collecting Letters to
Santa as a way of participating in
the Macy’s Department store
“Believe” campaign. The store do-
nates $1 for every letter collected
to Make-A-Wish, so Eli’s Block
Party has set of goal of 10,000
letters to be collected. Letters
may be mailed at Lowe’s in

Athens, or at the Athens News
Courier, or at the Center for Life-
long Learning. Thanks to Lowe’s
and Alabama Realty Solutions
mailboxes will be in Athens City
and Limestone County elementary
schools beginning December 5th
for students to mail their letters.
Letters from kids from “one to 92”
are accepted, and may be written
on any paper. The deadline for
schools is December 15th, for
other boxes is December 19.

Twelve-year-old Eli Williams was a
pioneer in childhood cancer re-
search, and through the founda-
tion the family is able to pick up
the flag and continue supporting
that search for a cure. But, per-
sonally, family and friends remem-
ber Eli as a quiet boy who just
enjoyed being a kid and did not
define himself by cancer. So, in
honor of his birthday and as a way
to remember Eli as a kid, the fam-
ily has collected money to treat
the children of the Boys and Girls
Club to a movie at the theater. Eli
loved movies, and his last few

birthday parties were at the
movies, so this is a perfect way to
honor him and put smiles on the
faces of other kids.

The foundation is making plans
now for 2018, including getting
ready for Eli’s Block Party Car
Show in May, as well as Superhero
Day in September. When making
your end-of-the-year donations for
2017, and when budgeting for
2018, please remember Eli’s
Block Party Childhood Cancer
Foundation. Thanks to the support
of the community, the foundation
is able to give back through these
events, and still raise money for
pediatric brain research. Forty-six
children are newly diagnosed
every year with cancer, and six
children die each day due to the
disease or from the aftermath of
the treatment. In 2017, Limestone
County lost two of its own fighters,
so childhood cancer is here in our
community, and Eli’s Block Party
works to raise awareness to it, and
through that raise money to find a
cure.

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.

1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444

Amberly Snyder

Last year delievering 6500 letters to Macy's.
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HORSE SENSEHORSE SENSEHORSE SENSE by Jim Swannerby Jim Swannerby Jim Swanner

Choosing an Instructor
In the words of the late Andy

Rooney, “Have you ever
wondered”? What I’m speaking

of is this. Picking or choosing the
correct Horsemanship Instructor.

There are a few
rules of thumb to
abide by. I’ve
heard it on many
occasions.  ‘That
instructor didn’t
feel like the right

fit’. ‘That instructor was too gruff’.
‘That instructor didn’t pay
attention to me’. That instructor
didn’t handle their horses very
well’. ‘That instructor’s horses
were afraid of them’.

There are so many more that I’m
sure that have occurred. You
probably have a few of your own.

Listen to your instincts when it
comes to choosing.

Picking an instructor to learn
from, you need to know what it is
you want to learn. Most
instructors don’t teach the same,
have different philosophies and
different beliefs when it comes to
horses.

A few things to look for; How do
you feel when you’re in the
presence of the instructor? You
should feel calm, relaxed and
positive. If not, don’t choose that
instructor. The instructor should
be able to explain what it is you
will be learning and working on in
a way you can understand.

Ask the instructor if you could
observe a teaching session?
Interview the other students that
have employed this instructor to
find out if the concepts fit your
needs.

Observe the instructor’s
interaction with horses, theirs
and students horses. Observe
how the student’s horse
responds or reacts.  Watch for
things such as rudeness,
coercion, and force. You don’t
want that..

Watch for softness, leadership,
communication, understanding,
knowledge and feel. You will want
the instructor to take the time to
explain the reason why they teach
in the manner they do.

Again, observe the instructor’s
interaction with the horse they
are handling. You want to see the

horse respond to the instructor’s
instructions and gestures. You
want to see a conversation
between the two.

Ask questions to the instructor to
get their knowledge of horses
and how to teach. Write the
answers down and research them
to see if true or false.

Do your homework, ask for
references and then ask the
references. I tell every
perspective client, whether
boarding or student, talk to the
ones already here. Ask them
about me and my concepts.

It’s an instructor’s responsibility
to keep the student safe. Not to
push them past their limits as
well as to do the same for the
horse.

There is way more to this subject.
You may contact me at K-I-N
Stables in Athens, AL
256.874.6781 (text or call) or
Jim@JimSwanner.com. Follow
and join us on Facebook and
Twitter.
Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611
www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through
Communication
256.874.6781
Host ‘All About Horses’
radio WKAC 1080 AM
(Streaming at
www.WKAC1080.com)
Member: Board of Director
Alabama Horse Council
Owner KIN Stables -
Horse Boarding Facility

Natural Horsemanship Sessions
Available one-on-one
Available for Clinics
Speaker, Clinician
Writer for: The Valley Star;
The Star Sportsman newspapers
Tennessee Valley Agriculture Maga-
zine; Horse and Ranch Magazine

Personal page:
www.facebook.com/jim.swanner.9 
Professional Page:
www.facebook.com/JimSwanner
www.facebook.com/jimswannermedia
www.facebook.com/jimswanner.kinstables

Merry Christmas
from

K-I-N Stables

Jim Swanner
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Jane Harrington
Managing Broker • Madison

256-325-0008

Julie Osborn
Realtor®

256-206-0581

Dale Carter
Realtor®

256-898-4358

Anton Etenko
Realtor®

256-763-3123t

14931 Hwy 72
Clements• $110,000

MLS#420268

21641 Daveen Drive
W. Limestone • $150,000

MLS#420223

Hwy 207
Rogersville • $18,500

MLS#419776

Kim Shindorf
Realtor®

256-431-7916

James Martinez
Realtor®

256-335-0611

Missey DeGroff 
Realtor®

256-508-8432

Land and Lots
 MLS#1061971 
Meadows Rd. 
East Limestone
8 Acres • $130,000
MLS#1072001
14203 Mooresville Rd.
.57 Acres • $99,900
MLS#1071999
HWY 72
.5 Acres • $59,900

MLS#1064060
19051 Runway Street
.5 Acres • $29,900
MLS#1069051
3733 Timberlake Court 
$24,900
MLS#1053216 
Canebrake
Shinnecock Hills Drive 
$130,000

MLS#1063625
Athens
Menefee Road • 
$16,500
MLS#1079537 
Rogersville
1.5 Acres • $18,500

Leonel White
Associate Broker

256-337-3165

Ginna Chittam
Corporate Broker • Limestone

256-777-3300

Christie Bennett
Associate Broker/Realtor®

256-771-3744

Guy Fry
Realtor®/Auctioneer

256-337-0639

Linda Toone
Associate Broker

256-777-1069

Chris Shindorf
Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Liz Wingard
Associate Broker, GRI

256-777-3988

Heather Green
Realtor®

256-874-1147

Glynda Walker
Realtor®

256-431-1474

Shewatha Yates Gusler
Realtor®

256-874-6034

James L. Patterson Jr.
Realtor®

256-874-6033

James Phillips
Broker • Lauderdale

256-656-2370

301 Wellington Road
Athens • $268,900

MLS#1083279

 197 Rolling Brook Drive
Athens • $96,500

MLS#1082563

5590 Bay Village Drive
Clements • $231,000

MLS#420456
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING

 1224 Market Street
Athens • $139,900

MLS#1080005

 16112 East Glenn Valley
Athens • $175,000

MLS#1078358

 810 Sanders Street
Athens • $30,000

MLS#1075247

 606 Box Street
Athens • $165,000

MLS#1080053

 103 Brookwood Drive
Athens • $209,000

MLS#1076571

 15443 Mill Valley Drive
Athens • $90,000

MLS#1069467

 1009 Coleman
Athens • $109,900

MLS#1079797

 4200 County Road 91
Rogersville • $189,900

MLS#1078529

 23784 E. Clearmont Dr.
Elkmont • $199,900

MLS#1078160

 311 Happy Hollow Road
Florence • $344,000

MLS#1065240

 127 Water Oak Court
Harvest • $179,000

MLS#1081065

 15881 Sorghum Ridge Dr.
Elkmont • $144,000

MLS#1076747

 1109 Trenton Drive
Decatur • $489,000

MLS#1069483

 197 Rolling Brook Drive
Rogersville • $174,250

MLS#1067170

 26262 Apple Orchard Ln.
E. Limestone • $350,900

MLS#1071599

 25405 Cedar Avenue
Elkmont • $127,900

MLS#1061140

 304 North Marion Street
Athens • $229,900

MLS#1078010

 17068 Leatherwood Dr.
Athens • $299,000

MLS#1081757

 1306 Tommy Lane
Athens • $119,900

MLS 1075867

 209 Rolling Brook Drive
Rogersville • $185,306

MLS#1071966

 17633 Watercress Drive
Athens • $339,900

MLS#1073823

 12520 Zehner Road
Clements • $274,500

MLS#1074228

 Shinnecock Hills Drive
Canebrake • $130,000

MLS#1053216

 156 Stoneway Trail
Madison • $529,900

MLS#1073030

 14149 Lucas Ferry Road
Athens • $84,900

MLS#1079408

COMMERCIAL

PEND
ING

PEND
ING

PEND
ING

PEND
ING

Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

Jefferson Street at Green Street

Athens, AL 35611

256-232-1130

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• Personal Injury
- Automobile Accidents

- Workman’s Compensation

- 18-Wheeler Accidents

- Products Liability

• Social Security Disability

• General Law
- Litigation

- Corporate and LLC Formations

- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance

- Landlord — Tenant Matters

- Real Property Issues

• Family Law
- Divorce

- Guardianship

- Custody

- Wills and Probate

James M. Corder

jcorder@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

Mitch Shelly

mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen

zburgreen@acpbs.com
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