November 13, 2015

FREE

T H E VA L L E Y

STAR

SERVING ATHENS/LIMESTONE COUNTY & THE TENNESSEE VALLEY AREA

www.thevalleystar.net

BeanBeans: a thriving Athens boutique

By Sonny Turner

oted the People’s Choice No. 1
Boutique in Athens after being
open for only two months,
BeanBeans Boutique is thriving at its
U.S. Highway 31 location.
“This was something very exciting to
us,” said BeanBeans owner Sabrina
Hodges of the People’s Choice Award.
“Since day one, the business has
been very successful.”
Hodges, a fulltime dental assistant/hygienist in Athens, said BeanBeans offers trendy boutique clothing
from size small to 3X, boots, boot
socks, scarves, slip extenders, fashion jewelry, and jewel scent candles
that have jewelry inside them.
BeanBeans opened April 22 at the
Highway 31 South location between
Pizza Hut and Roosters. Hodges said
the name of the business is a result
of her nieces and nephews who call
her “Beanbean.”
She said the idea of opening a boutique in Athens came from her ex-husband David Hodges.
“David took me to a lady’s home in an
upscale area of Madison who was
selling boutique clothing out of her
house,” she said. “There were women
coming and going constantly. When I
got back to the car where he was
waiting for me he said, “she has more
traffic than a crack house.” “He en-
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BeanBeans owner Sabrina Hodges, left, and clerk Anissa Greene at the Athens boutique store on U.S. 31 just north
of the Forrest Street intersection.

couraged me to open my own store.
He’s the one who researched the
business and did all the leg work to
get it started. Since day one, the busi-

Southerland
BOUTIQUE

ness has been very successful.”
BeanBeans
employee,
Anissa
Greene, a retired elementary school
teacher, operates the business while

Check us out on Facebook & Instagram
We carry OTBT Shoes, Grace in LA Jeans, Just
Black Jeans, Capri Blue Candies, Jewelry,
Huge Variety of Clothes & Plus Size Clothes!

29976 First Ave., East • Ardmore, Alabama • 256-423-4444
Amy Hobbs Boone / Owner

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat. 10am-2pm

Hodges is at work at Davis and Reese
Dental Associates. Hodges said
Greene “is a vital part of the business.”

THE SONNY SIDE

by Sonny Turner

In Ethridge, they live in rough times
By Sonny Turner

trip to Ethridge, TN, just
north of Lawrenceburg is
something I try to do every
year because we love their molasses and peanut brittle, not to
mention the sweet
potatoes and
peanuts.
If you have never
been to this little
Amish community,
Sonny Turner
it is a trip worthwhile. It is certainly a place that
goes back in time, back to the turn
of the century.
The people there live without electricity, work their ground with onerow plows and discs pulled by
horses, and totally live off the grain
and other crops they grow. It is amazing what a little hard work can do.
A few years back, I was looking for
some homemade furniture there
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because it’s cheap, well-built, and
unique. They make some good
looking outdoor furniture and log
cabins.
A visit to one of their homes (they
all look alike, two-story, white with
big porches) drew my attention because of the sign someone had
posted on a side door. It read, “If
you are asking $100, they want it
for $90, if you are asking $90 they

want it for $80, if you are asking
$80 they want it for $70, and if you
are giving it away, they want you to
load it.”
When you visit there, do not ask for
bargains. They already have it
listed as a bargain and rarely will
they allow you to talk them down in
price.
They have school for their children.

Recently, I noticed them playing
ball outside in the mud. They were
playing ball with sticks and what
appeared to be a stuffed sock. The
bases were made of sticks, the
bats were made of sticks, and they
had no gloves. The playground was
full of mud, but yet the ball game
went on between the boys and girls.
I guess we’ve all had a little Amish
living in us one time or another.
They don’t raise cotton in Ethridge,
but years ago when my family
farmed, we lived in an old, frame
housing with little or no electricity.
We worked the fields, sometimes
barefooted, like they do in Ethridge
because we had only one pair of
shoes, and they were for Sunday
church. We lived off the land, too.
If you haven’t been to Ethridge, it’s
a trip well worth the drive. It’s a little community that certainly will
take you back in time.

AL Cert #97151

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

November 13, 2015

Bear spottings rare in this section of Alabama
By Vickie Turner

ast month a controversial
hunt was allowed in Florida to legalize the killing of black
bears.
In order to dwindle down the population, 3,500 permits were given
out with the expectation of killing
up to 320 bears. The population of
these black bears had soared from
300 in the mid 1990’s to more
than 3,000 presently.
Although protests were rampant,
wildlife officials said it was very
needed due to the nuisance that
the bears had become to people.
The hunt, however, was short-lived
because 295 bears of the 320
had been killed after only the first
two days. According to the denverchannel.com news, wildlife officers quickly added that the “quick
kills” only proved their statement
of over population.
Fortunately for the Alabama black
bear, their numbers are still low.
Thomas Harms of the Alabama
Department of Conservation and

L

Natural Resources, a division of
the wildlife and fresh water fisheries, remarked that Alabama is
now working with Auburn University on a long term study of black
bears. He estimates that the state
has about 1,000 black bears
spread across several counties.
The last known black bear spotted
in Limestone County came late in
2008 when one was found in Ves-

tavia Estates Subdivision in west
Athens. That bear, which authorities believe wandered in here from
the south, had to be put down due
to the danger to the neighborhood.
The most populated counties are
Mobile, Dekalb, Etowah and
Cherokee counties. Outside of
those counties, the bears are just
in transit.
According to Harms, only the females get counted, because the
males are always moving. Will Alabama ever have the population explosion that Florida experienced?
No, not according to Harms.
The only issues that have come up
have been reports of bears eating
deer food that hunters have left
out. Harms said the only other
problem has been when subdivisions are developed next to woodland.
The Great Smoky Mountains are
notorious as a bear habitat. Park
rangers have said this year has
been an extremely hard year for
the bear with the lack of food,

mainly acorns. While searching for
food, not only have they become a
nuisance for visitors at the park,
but a danger as well. Several hiking trails have been closed periodically throughout the summer
season due to bear activity.
Even though black bears generally
shy away from humans, as food
become scarce, the bears will become more aggressive in their territory.
The experts say if you approach a
bear, do not run away, but back up
slowly. Stand tall to make yourself
bigger. Avoid eye contact and
make sure the bear has a way to
escape. Never come between a
mother and her cubs.
Harms remarked, that as more
and more woodlands are taken
away to make room for housing
and development, this will be an
ever increasing problem, not only
with bears but with other wildlife,
too.

Strickland Shoppers
Paradise
Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone • Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements • Property Clearning

Open 7 days

Monday-Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 10-5
• Cemetery Flowers • Painted Furniture
• Vintage Furniture • Modern Furniture • Guitars
• Jewelry • Glassware, etc

25
YEARS
EXP

NEED CASH??
WE BUY NICE FURNITURE & COLLECTABLES

Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
November 13, 2015

256-232-9100
703 Hwy. 31 • Athens, Alabama 35611
(1 block North of Wal-Mart next to Bargain Center)

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

Page 3

Veteran’s Day Parade photos

Veterans enjoying the parade.

Grand Marshall Roger Keyes

John Deere tractor pulling a VFW wagon.

A vintage truck carrying the flag.

Remembering those
who served
and those
still serving!
Mayor Ronnie Marks driving a sharp police car in the parade.
Page 4
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

Facts come to light about historic Trade Days photo

ne of the most popular features of the local side of
“The Way We Worked –
Athens,” the Smithsonian exhibit
that was presented by the
Limestone County
Archives in the
Limestone County
Event Center this
Rebekah
fall, was this
Davis
1922 picture of
Trade Days on the Square.

O

Printed eight feet wide and set
atop a fence panel, this photo
was clear enough for visitors to
picked out their dads in the
crowd, or to wonder, “Why were
those people all there? And why
were they all in hats?”
Fortunately, some visitors helped
us learn more about the rest of
the story of this well-known historic Athens photo, the original of
which hangs in Dobbs Shoe Shop
behind the Limestone County
Archives on Market Street. Here’s
what we learned:
This was not the only Trade
Days photo like this. This one
was taken on Dec. 27, 1922,
and the event went so well that
they did it again, on Dec. 23,
1924. The original 1924 photo
is in the Limestone County
Archives, and both are available for copies.
You can easily see so many
folks because no trees blocked
the view from the courthouse
steps. That’s because the
November 13, 2015

Limestone County Courthouse
was only three years old, and
the mammoth trees gracing the
courthouse lawn today were
mere saplings at the time.

Rawls-Cain, and Edmundson’s
Grocery.

There’s a reason so many people crowded on the square that
day: They were hoping to win a
car, and you had to be present
to win.

Now that the Smithsonian exhibit is closed, the eight-foot
print of Trade Days photo will
hang in the Limestone County
Archives.

You didn’t have to buy a raffle
ticket, you got one for free… IF
you spent money in a participating merchant’s store. And
obviously, everyone spent their
money on…hats. A status symbol of the time, a new hat
showed that you had made
your crop and had made your
money for the year. So every
fall, Herman Swanner’s store
nearly sold out of the thousands of hats he had stocked.

Athens and Limestone County
will celebrate their bicentennials in 2018, and some people
think it would be a great idea to
re-create this photo on our
200th birthday – perhaps without the hats, but certainly with
a car to give away. What do you
think? Would you crowd on the
Square with 10,000 of your
closest friends in hopes of winning the big birthday present?

Winners of the cash drawings
that day were LeRoy Howard;
$5; J. S. Owen and J. M. Cannon, $10 each; Hinson Grigsby,
$15; and W. J. Hudson, $25.
The new car went to Mrs. Lakin
Lambert, who lived in the
Shoalford district in today’s
East Limestone.
Identified businesses in this
photo are, from left: Hendricks
Corner, Gilbert Drug Co., Jaffe
Bros., C.O. Johnston’s Hardware Store, L. L. Rogers’ store;
The Leader, Joe Steinberg, Martin-Richardson-Malone, Farmers & Merchants Bank, W.T.
McDaniel building, Johnson-

A Nashville photographer took
the panorama photograph of
the crowd that day.

To learn more about this and
other items of Limestone County
history, we welcome you to visit
the Limestone County Archives.
About the Archives:
Limestone County Department
of History and Archives
Established: 1980
Staff: Archivist Rebekah Davis and Assistant
Archivist April Davis
Location: 102 W. Washington St., in the 1905
L&N Passenger Depot
Hours: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday
Phone: 256-233-6404
E-mail: Rebekah.Davis@limestonecounty-al.gov
or April.Davis@limestonecounty-al.gov
Web: www.limestonearchives.com
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/limestonecountyarchives

It’s that time of year to service
your chain saws.
21526 AL Hwy 127
Elkmont, AL 35620

256-233-0101

We provide service on most all small engine repair.
Lawn mowers chain saws, generators, to name a few.

JUST 3 MILES NORTH OF ATHENS
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Storytelling Festival 2015 entertains thousands
By Danny Johnson

he month of October is a special time to be in Athens.
Events are held throughout the
month like the ghost walks and the
annual storytelling week. It takes a
host of folks to put these events together, and without their support
the events couldn’t happen. StoryBarry Pugh delivering a tale
telling got under way on Tuesday
from his youth.
with local amateurs competing in
the performers shared their perthe event.
The amateur night has been sonal experiences. When you mix
deemed Dan Williams night by the true life experiences with a little ficstorytelling committee. A good tion, it makes for some good storycrowd was on hand to hear the telling.

T

tales of the amateur tellers. There
were 6 participants who performed
in the 2015 event.
Stories ranged from growing up in
the rural Limestone county to sitting
up with the dead back in the early
60’s. The laughter was generous as

Danny Johnson telling a story
from the past.

and County School children got the
opportunity to attend the telling during the day time shows thanks to the
Alabama State Representatives for
this funding. Thousands of people
Local favorite, Barry Pugh, won first had the opportunity to hear and
place on this night. The tellers and enjoy the entertainment that only
audience seemed to enjoy this spe- comes by once a year.
cial night of telling . The professional The night I attended, Don Davis,
storytellers performed many shows Carmen Deedy, Bil Lepp, Reno Harduring the week until it closed on rell, and Andy Irwin put on a super
Saturday night. All of the Athens City show for the packed tent. Each teller

Ken Kuykendall entertaining
the crowd.

has their own way of taking everyday
experiences and turning it into hilarious stories. Someone coined the
phrase, ‘laughter is good medicine’.
If that’s the case, I’m good for a
while.

If someone would like to compete in
next year’s amateur competition, go
the Athens Al. Storytelling festival
web site and sign up. The 2015
year’s winner can’t compete in the
2016 amateur competition.

Tips to Prepare Your Car for Winter

arsh winter weather can be
tough on vehicles, and the
last thing any driver needs is
to break down. Ensuring your vehicle is winter-ready now is a sensible approach to avoid the
inconvenience of being stranded
out in the cold.
“An investment of an hour or two
to have your vehicle checked is all
it takes to have peace of mind and
help avoid the cost and hassle of
car trouble during severe
weather,” said Rich White, executive director, Car Care Council.
The experts at the Car Care Council recommend the following steps
to winterize your vehicle:
• For good visibility, make sure
that exterior and interior lights
work and headlights are properly
aimed. Also check to see that
heaters, defrosters, lights and
wipers work properly. Consider
winter wiper blades and use cold
weather washer fluid.
• Very cold temperatures reduce a
vehicle’s battery power so it’s important to keep the connections
clean, tight and corrosion-free.
Batteries don’t always give warn-

H
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ing signs before they fail completely, so if your vehicle’s battery
is more than three years old, it’s
wise to replace it.
• Have the brakes inspected and
check the tire tread depth and tire
pressure. If snow and ice are a
problem in your area, consider
special tires designed to grip slick

roads. During winter, tire pressure
should be checked weekly.
• Winter magnifies existing problems such as pings, hard starts,
sluggish performance or rough
idling, so have the problems fixed
before the temperatures drop.
• Clean, flush and put new antifreeze in the cooling system as

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

needed and have the exhaust system checked for carbon monoxide
leaks, which can be especially
dangerous during cold weather
driving when windows are closed.
• Be diligent about changing the
oil and filter at recommended intervals. Consider changing to “winter weight” oil if you live in a cold
climate. Check the fuel, air and
transmission filters at the same
time.
• Keep the gas tank at least half
full at all times to decrease the
chances of moisture forming in the
gas lines and possibly freezing.
• Check the tire pressure of the
spare in the trunk and stock an
emergency kit with an ice scraper
and snowbrush, jumper cables,
flashlight, blanket, extra clothes,
bottled water, dry food snacks and
medication.
• Store important telephone numbers in your cell phone or glove box
in case of a breakdown or travel
emergency. Also keep a car care
resource, such as the Car Care
Council’s 80-page Car Care Guide,
in the glove box as a handy reference tool.
November 13, 2015

The

Floor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery

November 13, 2015

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

9th Annual Heroes Fishing Tournament
By Danny Johnson

he local fishermen and businesses gave a warm welcome and thanks to the men
and women of our
branches of service the first week
of November. Heroes came to
North Alabama
from across our
Danny
great country. The
Johnson
fishing tournament was just one of the many
activities planned for our warriors.
Local fishermen made a new
friend and shared their boat for a
day of fishing on our beautiful

T

lake. Bass-pros, Chris Lane and
Jimmy Mason, were the masters
of ceremony for the tournament
weigh in. Local businesses; like
Lawlers bar-b-que and Wendys
restaurant provided food for the
hungry fishermen.
All species of fish were biting on
this day. Largemouth bass
,smallmouth bass, spotted bass,
striped bass and a few drum were
brought to the scales to be
weighed. High School fishing
teams turned out to support the
heroes and help out with the tournament.
Local fishing anglers enjoyed the
opportunity to spend a day fishing and sharing stories with their

new acquaintance. One of the anglers said, “We fished ,ate ,and
sang during our day on the lake.”
Fishermen are a close-knit group
of people. We are a very competitive sort, but when someone is in
need, we are there for them. I enjoyed spending some time at the
weigh in with everybody, and
would like to welcome our military
heroes to come back to Wheeler
Lake and fish anytime they get a
chance.
These folks protect the freedoms
we take for granted on a daily
basis. Thanks to all of them and
their families for their sacrifice
and service they give to our great David and Dawson King, father and
country we call home.
son, supporting the heroes.

Bass Pro Fishermen, Jimmy Mason
and Chris Lane,
hosting the Fishing
With Heroes Bass
Tournament.

High School Bass teams from across North Alabama volunteered to help
during the tournament.

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

Dwayne Tom finished in 3rd place with partner, Jerry Lawler.

Irv Spector with a Wheeler Lake
smallmouth.
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Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

Burness Britt showcasing a big bass
that was caught in the tournament.

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com
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RC&D grant outfitting community center at
site of Civil War fort and segregated school

The community center being built at the Civil War era Fort Henderson site and the site of Trinity School, which served as the only all-black high school
until integration.
he City of Athens is receiving
grant funds through the RC&D
Council to purchase furniture for
the new community center nearing
completion at the site of Fort Henderson and Trinity School.

The Alabama’s Mountains, Rivers and
Valleys Resource Conservation and
Development Council approved the
project for $3,100. The City of Athens
applied for the grant on behalf of the
Athens-Limestone Community Association, which will operate the new center. The funds will purchase chairs,
tables and storage carts.

The center, newly named the PinchamLincoln Center, will serve to inform and
engage the public through cultural, educational and historical activities. As
part of the RC&D grant application, the
city emphasized how the project has
improved a blighted area and will provide services for about 30 to 40 students, particularly students considered
low- to moderate-income. The prgrams
will be available for students citywide,
but the focus will be on students in the
Cowart Elementary district where 77
percent of students receive free or reduced meals.

A $290,000 Community Development
Block Grant through ADECA paid for
most of the construction of the center.
The association raised money for the
matching funds for construction.

Volunteers from local schools and
churches will tutor students on math
and reading during the school year and
work on STEM (Science Technology
Math Engineering) related activities

T

during the summer. There are also
plans to have programs related to job
skills training, such as how to fill out a
resume and how to prepare for an interview.
The center also will be available for
rental as a means to generate funds for
programs and maintenance.
The center is located at the site of the
Civil War-era Fort Henderson, which
Union troops built to protect the railroad
in Athens because it served as part of
the Union supply line. Runaway slaves
fought for the Union at this site and
were captured by Confederate Gen.
Nathan Bedford Forrest. The site later
served as Trinity School, the only allblack high school in Limestone County.
The school closed amid integration in
1970.

“We are promoting this historic site as a
place that tells the story of slave to soldier to student,” said City of Athens
Grant Coordinator/Communications
Specialist Holly Hollman. “The project
has received community support
through so many groups interested in
its legacy and potential for community
enhancement. On behalf of the city and
Athens-Limestone Community Association, I extend our appreciation to
RC&D for recognizing the benefits of
the center by approving this grant.”

The association plans to hold a ribbon
cutting ceremony for the center on
Thursday, Dec. 17, at 10 a.m. The center is located at 606 Trinity Circle off
Brownsferry Street.

Free online classified ads!!!
Go to www.thevalleystar.net
click on the “classifieds” link and place your ad!
November 13, 2015
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Delights

by Debra Johnson

Spicy Chicken Breast with Pepper
Peach Relish
1/2 tsp salt
1/4 tsp each ground cinnamon,
cloves, and nutmeg

Combine the salt, cinnamon,
cloves and nutmeg; and rub over
chicken.

4 boneless, skinless chicken
breast halves

In a small bowl, combine the
glaze ingredients; set aside.

Glaze:

In a small bowl, combine the
peaches, peppers, onion, mint
and 2 Tbsp glaze; set aside.

1/4 cup peach preserves
2 Tbsp lemon juice
1/4 tsp crushed red pepper
flakes
Relish:
2 medium peaches, peeled
and finely chopped
1/3 cup finely chopped sweet
red pepper
1/3 cup finely chopped
green pepper

Using long-handled tongs, moisten a paper towel with cooking oil
and lightly coat the grill rack.
Grill chicken, covered, over
medium heat or broil 4 in. from
the heat for 6-8 minutes on each
side or until a meat thermometer
reads 170 degrees, basting frequently with reserved glaze.
Serve with reserved relish.

1 green onion, finely chopped
2 Tbsp minced fresh mint

Ornament treats you can eat

s you set out to make this a
holiday to remember, your
creativity doesn’t have to be
limited to your craft room. Let
your imagination loose in other
areas, such as the kitchen, for
delicious treats that taste as
good as they look.

A

These simple pretzel candies,
created by the crafting experts at
Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft Stores,
are sure to be a hit, whether you
let them brighten up the dessert
table at a holiday party or package them in clear cellophane with
a bold bow for a sweet gift.
Easy Christmas Ornament
Pretzel Treats
Prep time: 1-2 hours
Skill level: No experience
necessary
Makes: 12 pieces
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4 ounces Red Candy Melts Candy
4 ounces Dark Green Candy
Melts Candy
2 ounces Bright White Candy
Melts Candy
Christmas nonpareils
Gold sugar pearls
Pretzel rings
Granulated sugar
Mini marshmallows
Wilton food-crafting supplies:
Parchment paper
Cookie sheet
12-inch disposable
decorating bags
Food-safe scissors
Place pretzels on parchment
paper-covered cookie sheet.
Melt red and green candy, separately, in disposable decorating
bags according to package directions. Cut small point off tip of
disposable decorating bag. Use

melted candy to fill hole in pretzels. Allow to cool in refrigerator,
about 10-15 minutes. Reserve remaining melted red and green
candy.
Dip food-safe scissors in granulated sugar. Cut 1/8-inch off top
and back of marshmallows.

Use melted green or red candy to
pipe lines across top and bottom
of pretzels. Use melted white
candy to pipe line across the center. Add gold sugar pearls. Allow
to cool in refrigerator, about 3-5
minutes.

Melt white candy in disposable
decorating bag according to package directions. Use candy to attach marshmallows to top of
pretzel ornaments. Allow to cool
in refrigerator, about 3-5 minutes.
Reserve remaining melted white
candy.
Use reserved melted white candy
to pipe line across top and bottom of pretzels. Add nonpareils.
Use melted red or green candy to
pipe line across the center of ornaments. Allow to cool in refrigerator, about 3-5 minutes.
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CONSIGN
W
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“Something for Everyone”
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Fall Merchandise Arriving Daily
• Name Brand Clothing • Designer Handbags • Jewelry • Shoes
• Home Decor • Furniture • Guitars, Fiddles, Mandolins • Very Upscale

15-75% off
Mondays: Customer Appreciation Day
Tuesdays: Senior Citizens & Military Day
Receive an extra 10% OFF throughout the store

Always great prices, so don't wait, shop and save!
sic Join Us Every 1st & 3rd Saturday of the month
u
M oom for Pickin’ & Singin’ and 4th Saturday for Dulcimers!
R
Lay-a-way Available

We wish everyone a
Blessed Thanksgiving.

661 US Hwy. 72 West • Athens, AL • 256-444-2055 HOURS: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
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SCHOOL BELLS

by Debra Johnson

Veteran’s Day Celebration at AIS

Presentation of Colors
by Boy Scouts.

eteran’s Day was Wednesday, and this week many
schools across the county
presented Veteran’s Day programs in honor of our many veterans and current service men and
women. I attended a program at
Athens Intermediate School,
where some of the 5th grade
classes and the 6th grade choir
sang and led the audience in
sing-a-long patriotic songs.
The program began with the
presentation of Colors by the Boy

AIS 5th graders and 6th grade choir singing at Veteran's program under direction of Mrs. Cynthia Anglin.

V

SPC Priscilla Sheffler, Army Veteran
speaks at program.

Scouts of America Troop 24,
Friendship United Methodist
Church Charter. Principal, Phillip
Jarmon, welcomed the visitors
and special guests and quoted
John F. Kennedy “ My fellow
Americans, ask not what your
country can do for you, ask what
you can do for your country.”
Speakers talked about Who is a
Veteran? and Qualities found in a
Veteran. Students sang a Tribute
to the Armed Services with the
theme song for each branch of
the military as veterans in each

branch stood and were recognized. Many patriotic songs were
sung with the audience encouraged to sing along. This was a
special program dedicated to our
local Veterans.
Thanks to Mrs. Cynthia Anglin,
AIS music teacher, for planning
and conducting this wonderful
program. Mrs. Anglin has been
voted AIS Teacher of the Year for
2015-2016. And, a special
thanks to our many Veterans.
We appreciate you.

Veterans recognized at Athens Intermediate School Veteran's Day Program.
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1806 Wilkinson Street
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

City of Athens November Holidays
Sanitation Schedule
- Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov. 11.
No change. Have bins to the curb by 6 a.m.
- Thanksgiving Week – Nov. 23-28
No change on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
Have bins to the curb by 6 a.m.
- No pickup on Thursday (Thanksgiving Day).

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any
excavation, to have underground utilities located.

- Friday will do the Thursday route.
Have bins to the curb by 6 a.m.

811 is the new national

- Saturday will do

three digit call number.

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

November 13, 2015

the Friday route.
Have bins to the curb by
6 a.m.
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

They called him a shade tree mechanic
very community had need of a
good mechanic located close
by. The automobiles and tractors provided transportation and
muscle to the rural
farm life. Blacksmiths and mechanics were the
members of the
community that
were counted on to
fix things. My Uncle
Uncle Bondee Cooter might have
been the best
‘shade tree’ mechanic for miles
around.

good on gas. When gas is 25 cents a
gallon, gas mileage is to be considered.

E

He could listen to an engine run and
diagnose a problem. His shop was
located under a big white oak tree. A
chain hoist hung from a big limb and
was used to remove car engines.
Humpy and I liked to watch him work
on cars, but he didn’t like a lot of
questions. We often would hand him
wrenches like a 1/2 inch or 9/16
box end. He loved his craftsman
tools, and would never loan one out
to anybody. A driver would drive up
and say, “Cooter, my engine has
been running rough for a few days.”
He would light up a cigarette, place
it in his mouth and say, “Pop the
hood.” He would listen a little while
and reply, “You need a set of points

and spark plugs and maybe a set of
plug wires.”
I remember Bryon, the preacher,
brought his car by one day and said,
“This thang has been back firing
and popping and snapping as I
drove down the road.” Uncle Cooter
said, “Sounds like you got some gas
with water in it. I’ll drain the tank
and put in some new gasoline and
see if that don’t fix it.” The new gas
fixed the problem, and the preacher
man said, “How much do I owe
you?” Cooter said, “About 10 bucksjust put it in the offering Sunday at
church.”
The young men loved to bring their
cars by and get Uncle Cooter to
soupe them up. He could turn a few

Clothing • Boots • Gifts & Toys all Made in the USA

screws and put a 3/4 cam in and
put on a four barrel carburetor increasing the horsepower significantly. The happy customer would
be slinging gravel as they disappeared in a cloud of dust. Uncle
Cooter had only one rule about his
mechanicing. He didn’t work on foreign cars. He didn’t own the first
metric wrench, never used a torque
wrench. He said he could feel when
a bolt was tight enough.
Several wrecked cars rested out
back behind the old oak tree. He
would buy wrecks and use spare
parts on the cars he repaired. His favorite engine was the Chevy 283.
Uncle Cooter said it was a strong little engine that would run forever and

The majority of cars and trucks back
in the 50’s and early 60’s had manual transmissions. Worn out
clutches and pressure plates
needed replacing often, especially if
the driver rode the clutch. Uncle
Cooter worked 6 days a week.
Watching him clean the grease from
his arms and hands was a sight for
sore eyes. He kept a can of Ajax
cleaner by the water hydrant. He
would scrub the cleaner into the
grease a couple of times to remove
it. The finishing touch was a couple
of washings with Lava soap. He used
the bar of soap to clean the grease
from under his finger nails. After a
couple of rinsings with fresh water,
he would towel off and go in for supper.
We boys learned a lot from hanging
around Uncle Cooter about working
and treating everybody with respect.
His saying was “A good day’s work
for a fair day’s pay. “ I have seen
him repair cars for people who didn’t
have the money to pay. He would
say, “When your garden comes in,
bring me some tomatoes.” Uncle
Cooter was a good man and a neighbor to everybody.

Drucilla’s
Hours: 10:30 - 2:00 pm
300 N Marion St. • Athens, AL 35611

256-497-7279

Drucilla’s Autumn High Tea
Friday, November 13th @ 3:30 pm
All High Tea Refreshments, Finger Sandwiches, Tea Biscuits,
Sweet Treats, Hot-Spiced Apple Cider, Spice Tea
and other Tea Varieties Served…

$12.95/person

1207 E. Forrest Street, Suite A • Behind CVS
Phone (256) 444-4825
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Reservations required. • Call 256-497-7279
CHECK OUT OUR DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
We have 18 varieties of salads.
NOW IS THE TIME TO MAKE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY RESERVATIONS.
OUR CALENDAR WILL FILL UP QUICKLY. Call 256-487-7279 today!
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Gaining the world, losing your soul
little hard work never hurt
anyone. My parents always
told me to work hard at
whatever I did in life. I hope I can
say that I work hard at my job, at
being a husband, and at being a
father. I think hard work pays off.
There will always be a reward for
hard work. A laborer is worthy of
his wages. Unfortunately, people
have let hard work get in the way
of salvation for their souls. So
many people today are concerned
with getting ahead at work, getting the promotion, making the
grades at school, and paying the
bills that they forget to take a
break from everything and devote
some time to God. Jesus asked
the question, “what good will it be
for a man if he gains the whole
world, yet forfeits his soul? What
can a man give in exchange for
his soul?” (Matthew 16:26).
Jesus’ questions that were asked

A

two thousand years ago, still hold
true today. When I look at the
world around us, I see people
who have blatantly given their
soul away just so they can get
ahead in life. So many people are
concerned with all the wrong
things. Like I stated previously,
it’s not wrong to work hard, in
fact, it’s actually encouraged in
the Bible to work hard in life, but
we need to have enough sense to
realize when our secular lives are
interfering with our Godly lives.
I’ve seen too many people fall
away from the Lord’s family because they were too concerned
with not upsetting their boss at
work or making grades at school.
I’ve seen too many people forfeit
their eternal salvation because
they would rather be at a sporting
event or a band concert. The
problem is, people are putting the
world above God. Too many peo-

MarionStreet

church of Christ

Kevin Harrington
ple are exchanging their precious
souls, for instant and worldly gratification. People are so concerned with gaining the whole
world and they forget there is life
after this. People would much
rather enjoy this temporary world
than take the time to make sure
they have eternal gratification.
Are we concerned with the
worldly or the Godly? Are we concerned with school, work, and
sports or are we more concerned
about the spiritual well being of
not only ourselves, but our family
members and friends? Take a
moment today to see where your
priorities are. I hope you work

hard at your job. I hope you work
hard at being a good family member and a good citizen of this
world, but please don’t forget to
work hard at being a Christian.
Hard work pays off. If you work
hard in the world, you will receive
the world at the end of this life.
Just a heads up: this world will be
destroyed, so your investment in
the world won’t last long. However, if you invest your hard work
in the Lord’s Kingdom, you will be
rewarded greatly. Remember,
your soul is the most precious
thing that has ever been given to
you. Take care of it and work hard
to make sure your soul will be in
heaven.

124 N. Marion Street
256-232-1786
Website: www.marionstreet.org
Radio Program:
Sunday Mornings at 10:30 a.m.
on WKAC 1080
Services
Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.
Worship 9:30 a.m.
Bible Class 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday - Bible Class 6:30 p.m.
Evangelist - Kevin Harrington
November 13, 2015
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.
Jefferson Street at Green Street
Athens, AL 35611
256-232-1130
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:
• Personal Injury

• Family Law

- Automobile Accidents
- Workman’s Compensation
- 18-Wheeler Accidents
- Products Liability

- Divorce
- Guardianship
- Custody
- Wills and Probate

• Social Security Disability
• General Law
- Litigation
- Corporate and LLC Formations
- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance
- Landlord — Tenant Matters
- Real Property Issues

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

James M. Corder
jcorder@acpbs.com

Mitch Shelly
mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen
zburgreen@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.
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14535 US Hwy 72 • Athens • 256-232-6695
HOURS: 9am-5pm Mon-Sat. CLOSED SUNDAY

Limited quantities, more specials throughout the store
J and G would like to thank you for your continued support this year! We really appreciate you business.
We thank you also for supporting all your local small businesses. We look forward to serving you in the new year!
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Nov 14th — Capital City Wanderers Athens
Group Walk Athens-Limestone Visitors Center 100 North Beaty Street Athens, AL The
public is invited to join the Capital City Wanderers for their annual walk of the Athens Year
Round Volksmarch at 9:00AM. This leasurely
stroll will take you through the cities 5 historic
districts. No fee unless you are pursuing credit
with the American Volkssport Association or International Volkssport Association. Registration book and stamp on site.

Nov 15th — Simply Gospel: Ole Time Spirituals & Hymns Sandridge Student Center Ballroom Athens State University 300 North Beaty
Street, Athens, AL Join the Athens State Community Chorus and Decatur Civic Chorus at
2:00PM for gospel favorites. $5.00 per person. Tickets available at the Center for Lifelong Learning 121 South Marion Street
Athens, AL 256-233-8260

Nov 16th — Veterans Special Event Job Skill
Workshop Alabama Veterans Museum 100
West Pryor Street Athens, AL Veterans in
search of employment are encouraged to join
the Alabama Department of Labor from
9:00AM-2:00PM for an introduction to the
necesarry skills required to be a success at job
fairs including interviews, cover letters, dress
for success and other aspects of transitioning
from military to private sector. Reserve your
spot Decatur Career Center 1819 Bassett Ave

SE Decatur, AL 256-355-0142, Ext. 238
Nov 16th — 2015 Education Week Celebration
Limestone County Event Center 100 West
Pryor Street, Athens, AL Meet school personnel, see student performances, pep rally,
school exhibits, concessions and more from
4:00PM-8:00PM.
Nov 19th – Donnell House Couture Christmas
Preview Day Donnell House 601 1/2 South
Clinton Street, Athens, AL Join the Donnell
House for this exclusive and limited preview
day. All money raised will go to the renovation
efforts of the Donnell House. For more information: (256) 232-0743
Nov 19th — Senior Lunch Matinée Show with
Replay Yesterday’s Event Center 15631
Brownsferry Road, Athens, AL Come enjoy the
sounds of Replay performing your favorite Inspirational favorites. Cost is $11.00 and includes lunch, drink and dessert. Groups
welcome. Events begins 11:00AM - Seating,
Opening, Announcements, Blessing, Lunch
with the show kicking off at 12:00PM. Cancellation policy applies. RSVP required:
info@yesterdaysevents.com
Nov 19th - 21st — Romeo and Juliet McCandless Hall Athens State University 300 North
Beaty Street Athens, AL Join the Athenian
Players as they present this classic play featuring tragedy of teenage lust, love, feuding

families, dueling and death set in a Renaissance-Punk influenced Verona. Tickets: $10.00
per person; $7.00 per student or senior

T H E VA L L E Y

STAR

Nov 20th - 28th — Donnell House Couture
Christmas Donnell House 601 1/2 South Clinton Street, Athens, AL Join the Donnell House
for this annual tradition and celebration. More
information to come. All money raised will go
to the nenovation efforts of the Donnell House.
For more information: (256) 232-0743

Publisher/Editor in Chief
Sonny Turner
sonny.visions@gmail.com
256-431-5498

Co-Publisher/Photography
Danny Johnson
tvsdrj@gmail.com
256-874-7571

Nov 21st — Cowart Elementary 2nd Annual Rivalry 5K Run Cowart Elementary 1701 West
Hobbs Street, Athens, AL James L. Cowart Elementary PTO is pleased to announce the 2nd
Annual Rivalry Run to be held at 9:00AM on a
certified 5K course with computerized timing.
Walkers and strollers welcome. Participants
are encouraged to dress in their favorite SEC
time colors. Pre-Registration $25.00, after November 7th: $35.00. For more information: rivalryrun5k.itsyourrace.com
Nov 21st - 22nd — Christmas Open House
Downtown Athens, AL Christmas comes early
to downtown Athens with caroling, specials for
shopping to help complete your Christmas list
and Santa! The jolly old elf rides into downtown Athens, AL on a shiny red fire truck at
1:00PM and will be available for photos and
gift wishes from 1:30PM-4:30PM at the Center for Lifelong Learning on Marion Street each

Copy Editor
Debra Johnson
tvsdrj@gmail.com
Owners
Chris Shindorf
Advertising staff:
Sonny Turner@256-431-5498,
Danny Johnson@256-874-7571
Kathy Thornton@256-777-1425

day. For more information, contact the Greater
Limestone County Chamber of Commerce at
256-232-2600

Specializing in Residential & Commercial
Tree Removal & Trimming
We Work With Your Insurance Company
On Storm Related Damage

Soil Conditioner Available

Dangerous Tree Removal • Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing • Licensed & Insured
Mention this ad
for a

10% discount
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FREE ESTIMATES
www.eagerbeaverstreeservice.com

Mention this ad
for a

10% discount

256-772-8009
Mobile 256-759-3317

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

November 13, 2015

S m a r t C h o i c e TimeCutter SS

Starting at $47
a Month!
• 3-in-1 cutting system
• Automatic braking system
• Choose from Toro, Kawasaki
or Kohler engine options
• Exclusive Smart Speed Control

TimeCutter zero turn tractor
$

Starting at 57
a Month!

User Fr iendl y
Features

• Exclusive Toro V-Twin Engine
• Intuitive Steering Wheel
• Key Choice Mowing System
• Unique Smart Park
braking system

November 13, 2015

T U R BO F O RC E
Features

Z Master Commercial 2000
$

Starting at 137
a Month!

• 8 gallon fuel tank capacity
• Ground speed up to 8.5 mph
• Heavy-duty canister air
filtration system
• Powerful Kawasaki engines
• Powerful Kohler or Kawasaki
engines
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by Flo Doughty

Ideas for healthy food kids will eat

e all have worked hard to
give our kids a healthy
start in life and a healthy
diet is one of the best things we
can ever do for our kids. But,
sometimes it can be hard to
come up with ways to make
healthy food appealing and to
keep finding new recipes to keep
things interesting. We know variety is important to all of our diets
because different foods contain
different nutrients our bodies
need. I am a mother and I struggle with this too so I want to
share some things that have
helped us and even give you a
healthy recipe my family loves!
There is an online resource for
kid friendly recipes called: superhealthykids.com. It has recipes
for dishes such as baked butternut squash macaroni and
cheese, rosemary squash meatballs and many others that are
yummy enough for kids to enjoy
and packed with lots of nutrients.
I get excited when I find recipes
my son actually loves and I can
feel so good about him eating it
because I know it is super
healthy! There is also a calorie
sensitive website, skinnyms.com
that I have used to find healthy
recipes as well. My favorite is a

W

southwestern black bean recipe
that is plant based, filling, low
calorie and yummy!
Here is a recent recipe I found
and made for my family just this
week and even my son loved it
and has already asked me to
make it again!
Cheesy Asparagus
-spray a little olive oil on a cookie
sheet or in a baking pan
-place asparagus on the sheet or
in the pan

do you get the propane service you deserve??

-We bought a combo pack of
shredded cheese that was mozzarella and parmesan cheese
blend from the refrigerator section of the grocery store and
sprinkled that one top of the asparagus
-sprinkle garlic salt and Italian

seasoning on top of the cheese.
Bake in the oven at 350 degrees
for 20-25 minutes. It comes out
cheesy, yummy and healthy!
Don’t give up and keep pushing
to make positive changes that
contribute to the long term health
of your family!

LIMESTONE DRUG
LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

If not, call
LOCAL PEOPLES GAS at 256-230-3600
or FERGUSON L.P. GAS at 256-423-3320

Offering great service and fair prices,
with professional personnel!
If you are a pre-pay customer of theirs, you can count on them to honor
your pre-buy price no matter how high the price of gas goes and theyare the
only company that kept pumping to their customers during the shortage.

we are available to our customers 24/7 - 365 days a year
LOCAL PEOPLES GAS
19650 CROSS KEY RD.
ATHENS, AL 35614
256-230-3600
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FERGUSON L.P. GAS
27650 PINEDALE ROAD
ARDMORE, AL 35739
256-423-3320

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY ONLY $1
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM • SUNDAY 9AM-5PM
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Waterfront Home with Panoramic View of
Wheeler Lake and Tennessee River
2-story home has just been
wrapped with new Vinyl Siding.
HVAC is 9 months old. Open
floor plan features brand new
hardwood in living space. Kitchen
and baths all have granite countertops, gas log fireplace.
Just a short walk to marina.
Furnished with brand new
furniture. 2 bedrooms, 2 full
baths, 1,240 sq. ft.

5932 Bay Hill Drive

Bay Hill Village Subdivision

Athens • MLS# 1011264

Bluesprings Elementary

$221,900

Clements Middle/High School

Alabama Real Estate Solutions LLC • 256-233-3400
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Alabama
Real Estate
Solutions LLC

CLIFF MANSELL
Broker
(256) 777-5170

218 South Madison Street • Athens, AL 35611
Phone (256) 233-3400
Toll Free 1-877-311-ARES (2737)
Fax: (256) 233-3422
www.alabamarealestatesolutions.com

BRENDA WILSON
Assoc. Broker
(256) 508-6495

GINNA CHITTAM
Assoc. Broker
(256) 777-3300

WHITNEY CHRISTOPHER HUBERT CHITTAM GLYNDA WALKER
Referrals
Realtor
Realtor
(256) 777-3330
(256) 431-1474
(256) 777-1227

LEONEL WHITE
Assoc. Broker
(256) 337-3165

DARLA BUNKER
Realtor
(757) 817-6435

CHRISTIE BENNETT
Assoc. Broker
(256) 771-3744

LINDA TOONE
Realtor
(256) 777-1069

KIM SHINDORF
Realtor
(256) 431-7916

LEXI MCELYEA
Realtor
(256) 278-5553

BARBARA GRAHAM
Realtor
(256) 777-0412

HEATHER GREEN
Realtor
(256) 874-1147

FRED MILLWARD LARRY SCHRIMSHER, ABR
Assoc. Broker
Realtor
(256) 431-2401
(256) 431-6954

New Listing!

New Listing!

New Listing!

REDUCED!

PENDING!!!

15407 Kings Drive
Athens • $169,900
MLS#1030267

184 Rolling Brook Drive
Rogersville • $178,360
MLS#1031989

14235 Fox Hollow Road
East Limestone • $196,000
MLS#1030760

24592 Savannah Trail
Athens • $499,000
MLS#1031178

25575 Gray Stone Drive
E. Limestone • $229,000
MLS# 1024234

405 N Houston Street
Athens • $89,900
MLS#1020106

REDUCED!

REDUCED!

REDUCED!

1500 Pine Street
Athens • $89,900
MLS# 1023339

21747 David Drive
W. Limestone • $109,900
MLS#587886

21867 Williamsburg Drive
Athens - $109,900
MLS#1009485

REDUCED!

REDUCED!

17358 Sledge Road
Clements • $174,500
MLS#1026688

2203 Tanner Drive SW
Hartselle • $146,900
MLS#1007830

FUR

NIS
HED

!

New Listing!

REDUCED!

REDUCED!

ALL CLOSING
PAID

RED

UC

5932 Bay Hill Drive
Athens • $194,000
MLS#473012

REDUCED!

ED

OWNER FINANCING!!

6096 Bay Hill Drive
Clements • $285,000
MLS#1017001

PENDING!!!

14225 Dogwood Rd.
Athens • $134,900
MLS#340133

6138 County Rd. 70
Rogersville • $69,000
MLS#1029526

14697 New Cut Road
Clements • $275,000
MLS#1021318

2800 Peninsula Drive
Clements • $393,000
MLS# 1025772

18364 Red Tail Street
Athens - $349,500
MLS#1009433

5913 Bay Village Drive
Athens • $134,900
MLS#1005247

20914 Johnson Road
Ardmore • $154,900
MLS#1018539

REDUCED!

REDUCED!

22218 Merlot Drive
Athens • $219,900
MLS#1009762

REDUCED!

!

15838 Lapington Road
West Limestone • $159,000
MLS#1014902
BONUS ROOM!!!!

REDUCED!

420 Ariel Drive
Harvest • $161,900
MLS# 1022167

15979 Jackson Lane
E. Limestone • $275,000
MLS# 1027252

NEW PRICE

REDUCED!

24930 Pepper Road
E. Limestone • $372,000
MLS#1012288

17961 Davis Street
Athens • $212,900
MLS#1016977

REDUCED!!!

6122 Bay Village Drive
Clements • $219,900
MLS# 1022010

17876 Watercress Drive
Athens • $247,900
MLS# 1023772

13605 Pipers Square
Clements • $249,900
MLS#1022759

172 Rolling Brook Drive
Rogersville • $199,900
MLS#1020419

TW

OR
IVE

RS

5294 Bay Shore Drive
Clements • $270,000
MLS#1018038

WATERFRONT

12100 Two Rivers Dr., Athens
5835 Bay Village Drive
#205 - $125,000, 2BR/2BA
#103 - $129,900, 2BR/2BA
MLS#309976, 307514

#B1/4 - $150,000
#B2/1 - $159,000, 3BR/3BA
#PH-D - $234,900, 2BR/2BA
#1-2 - $295,000, 3BR/3BA
MLS#300388, & 1000919

5799 Bay Village Drive
#2005 - $89,900, 2BR/2BA
#3006 - $129,900, 3BR/2BA
#2006 - $145,900, 3BR/2BA
MLS#976159, 321393 & 304663

5590 Bay Village Dr.
#106, #107, #302, #B2 • Athens
$239,000, $249,900, $334,900,
$259,000 MLS# 554603

Davis Street, Athens
$29,900 • MLS#453244
15388 Quinn Road., Athens
$365,000 • MLS#840145

Mary Davis Hollow Road, Athens
$14,800 • MLS#679178
Artic Lane, Athens
$15,000 • MLS#715274

20 County Road 70
$16,000 • MLS#908717
15 Bay Village Drive, Athens
$49,000 • MLS#796657

Huntsville Brownsferry Road, Tanner
$55,000 • MLS#654681
25 Bayshore Drive, Athens
$69,000 • MLS#658277

BUYING ◊ SELLING ◊ RENTING ◊ BUILDING … WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!
November 13, 2015
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Southerland
BOUTIQUE

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm
Sat. 10am-2pm • Closed Sun.

29976 First Ave., East
Ardmore, Alabama
256-423-4444

Check us out on Facebook
& Instagram

Amy Hobbs Boone / Owner

We carry OTBT Shoes, Grace in LA Jeans,
Just Black Jeans, Capri Blue Candies
Page 24

Jewelry, Huge Variety of Clothes
& Plus Size Clothes!
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