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Champion: An automotive group family

B

eing part of the Champion
Automotive group family is
feeling like no other. With
over 35 years in the car business,
Champion Auto Group sets itself
aside from many of the other car
businesses in the area.
From the family oriented environment, to purchasing vehicles from
long term, knowledgeable sales
representatives treat you like family,
time after time, to the five star
service departments.
Champion Auto Group was founded
in 1983 by Norman Hamm, and
passed down within the family to his
two sons, Joel and Jeff Hamm.
We pride ourselves in treating every
customer with a fun, friendly and
easy buying experience in hopes of
creating a lifelong customer.
Whether it is your first time or 100th
time purchasing from us, you will be
treated with a top notch five star
buying experience. We firmly believe
here at Champion, when you take
care of your customers, your
customers will take care of you.
In the words of Don Alden Adams,
“To give real service you must add
something which cannot be bought
or measured with money, and that
is sincerity and integrity.”
Champion Automotive Group is
here to serve you in three
wonderful locations! Champion
Chevrolet, Champion ChryslerDodge-Jeep-Ram in Athens, AL.
Champion of Decatur ChryslerDodge-Jeep-RAM and now Champion Chevrolet-Buick-GMC in
McMinnville, TN! Also for all your
weekend fun, check out our two
Polaris stores located in Athens and
Decatur.

(Photo by Danny Johnson)

Some of Champion Chevrolet's longtime and top employees from left are: General Manager Michael Beck,
11 years at the dealership; Donnie Marlow, a salesman with 19 years at Champion; Chris Herston, the
company's top salesman with three years experience; Larry Burlingame, a 29-year employee who is the
parts and service manager; and Chad Carter, a salesman with 15 years at the dealership.

Alabama Real Estate Solutions
attends the Fall Frenzy in Rogersville

O

tor, and Chris Corum, realtor.

n Saturday, September 29,
Rogersville, Alabama was
bustling with the annual Fall
Frenzy Festival. Organized by our
very own Chamber of Commerce
and Director Leslie Smith, the day
was full of activities of all kinds;
from bouncy houses to craft
booths to live music to car and RV
shows. There was something for
everyone.

Mrs. Smith said that the 2018 Fall
Frenzy Festival, now in the books,
was a huge success. Next year’s
2019 Fall Frenzy organization and
preparation has already begun.
Rogersville is looking forward to
another successful Festival next
year!

“The Cadillacs with Lacy Snider”
performed live for the crowd un-
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James Phillips and James Martinez at the
ARES booth at the Fall Frenzy.
derneath the Heritage Park stage
located at the intersection of Hwy
207 and Lee Street. This popular
musical group performs throughout the North Alabama area.
Chris Corum in front of
the ARES booth.

Page 2

ranty valued at $435 to anyone
who signed up to buy or list property that day. Working the booth
and greeting people with pens,
backpacks, and other gifts, were
Of course, Alabama Real Estate James Phillips, broker at Alabama
Solutions had a booth, too. They Real Estate Solutions Lauderdale,
were giving away a free home war- James Martinez, commercial real-
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Cotton farming is not easy

By Paula Phillips
llen Johnson is helping to operate a cotton module
builder as I approach him
about taking his picture and talking to him for a moment. He is
making sure the mechanical aspect of his equipment is running
properly as well as observing if
there is any moisture in his harvest. He is in his work clothes,
smiling, and obviously focused on
his work. His face and arms are
A cotton picker doing its job.
tanned from working in the sun all
summer and his hands are cal- needed, and prays for sun when posed to be and what it is sup- the stock market and the current
loused from the intensity of the there is too much rain. He can tell posed to be next week. In addition commodity prices. He is an expert
continued on page 16
work he does. His clothes are you what today’s forecast is sup- to knowing weather, he also knows
dusty from the harvest. He is a
man of few words but looks you
straight in the eye when he talks to
you. He projects an honesty about
him that is so rare in today’s society.

A

Allen Johnson
Allen Johnson is a farming success
story. He began at a young age
working beside his farmer dad,
Rufus Johnson. The elder Johnson
taught his son about farming,
about how to handle business
fairly, and how to treat people respectfully. That teaching has paid
off. Allen Johnson is now one of
the premiere crop producers in
Limestone County. His father
would be proud.
Farming is in his blood. It’s part of
his DNA, so much so that if you
were to check his DNA, you would
probably find a farming strand in
there somewhere. It is what he
knows and what he does best. It is
what makes his demeaner even
more calm when talking to him.
Allen started out his own farming
business while still a teenager with
an old 2-cylinder John Deere tractor and working at the Ezell cotton
gin. From those humble beginnings he has managed to grow his
business exponentially. Today he
has all kinds of farming equipment
that includes several tractors, cotton pickers, module builders, and
semi-tractor trailer trucks.
Like every farmer, Allen watches
the weather, prays for rain when
Page 4
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

W

Sarver’s ghost may still
be opening door to past

hen the doors to the
basement open and shut
on their own, employees
at the Limestone County Commission Office shrug and say Mr.
Sarver must be going postal
again.
Workers in the Washington Street
Courthouse Annex building, which
first housed the Athens Post Office, say construction workers
have reported strange noises in
the attic, and two doors in particular, one in the lobby and one in a
first-floor office, have a tendency
to open and close by unseen
forces. Both doors lead to the
basement where, on a June
morning one week after a probe
was begun into alleged absentee
ballot tampering, Postmaster and
former Mayor Charles Wesley
Sarver walked into work, sat
down at a desk, and shot himself
in the head.
“Athens Postmaster Dies of SelfInflicted Wound,” the Limestone
Democrat announced on Thursday, June 11, 1942.
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by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

meantime he was a successful
three-term mayor.
First elected mayor in 1922,
Sarver’s administration saw the
building of a new all-black Trinity
High School, a new white junior
high school – today the south end
of Athens Elementary School –
streets paved, a second water
reservoir constructed, and the
city contracting with Alabama
Power for electricity.
Appointed acting postmaster in
1933, Sarver was expected to be
appointed to a permanent position as postmaster later that
month. However, the June 2 primary election had raised a cloud
of suspicion over Sarver. The Democrat had reported the week
before Sarver died that absentee
ballots showed evidence of having been tampered with, and the
Limestone County Democratic Executive Committee was calling for
a probe.

“Charles Wesley Sarver, Athens
postmaster, died at Limestone
County hospital at 9:10 a.m. this
(Thursday) morning from a wound
in the right temple, self-inflicted
with a .45 caliber pistol two hours
earlier, in the basement of the
post office,” the article began.
The Democrat reported that employees heard the shot at about
7:10 a.m., and two of them went
far enough down the basement
stairway to see Sarver, wounded,
at the desk chair. He was taken to
the hospital, where he died.
Sarver left behind two notes, one
to his family and one to a post office employee, and the coroner
came in to confirm that the
wound was self-inflicted.
Sarver was somewhat of a local
celebrity. He moved to Athens
from Tennessee in the 1890s to
work for the L&N Railroad, and he
married Lavalla Fuller a few years
later. He owned stores with W.H.
Nelson and W.R. Hightower from
1904 until his appointment as
postmaster in 1933, and in the

Sarver’s body was laid to rest in
the Athens City Cemetery, and in
1979, the Limestone County
Commission moved its administrative offices to the former post
office. The Limestone County
Archives was established in 1980
in the basement where Sarver
died, and from 2016 to 2017, returned to the basement while the
Archives was being renovated.
While we were there, I admit that
we saw and heard things that we
just can’t explain either, and at
least once, when I was in front of
the lobby door to the basement
talking about Sarver, the door behind me knocked twice and
swung open… and there was no
one there.
Maybe it was just a breeze, but
perhaps it was Charles W. Sarver,
going postal once more.

North Alabama Title and Escrow is locally owned and operated by
Adria Bonniville. She has served the greater Huntsville metro area for over 15 years
and is experienced in every aspect of title and escrow services. Give Adria a call today!

2311 Market Place, Suite E
Huntsville, AL 35801
Hours
Monday—Friday: 9:00AM–5:00PM
Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Phone • 2569648908
Cell • 2565093103
Fax • 2565856474
Email • adria@northalabamatitle.com
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SCHOOL BELLS

by Debra Johnson

Dot Day at Athens Intermediate School
Submitted by Dana Pressnell

D

id you know Argentina
grows corn, soy, and vegetables, and the famous
soccer player, Messe, grew up
there? Students at Athens Intermediate School recently learned
this first hand during International Dot Week. Classes connected online via Skype to learn
about Argentina and other people
around the world: From Madison, Alabama to Iowa, Pennsylvania, Alaska, Hawaii, Texas, and
more. Based around the picture
book called The Dot, fourth and
fifth graders learned each person
in our world is unique and has
something to offer— a way to
leave their mark in our world.

On Tuesday, September 11th the
entire school connected with U.S.
Coast Guardsman, John Hillin,
who helped with rescue efforts
via boats from Manhattan Island
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in 2001. Students learned about
online safety and being responsible digital citizens prior to making
online Dot Week connections.
For the past 5 years students at
Athens Intermediate School have
connected with various people
who have interesting jobs such as
a scientist studying seals in
Antarctica, Josh Black - video
game designer living in London,
or natural disaster Hurricane Katrina survivors.
Do you know someone whom our
students would find interesting?
Contact Athens Intermediate
School librarian, Dana Pressnell,
with information at 256-2302880. The students are eager to
connect with others in our world
who are leaving their marks in interesting ways— learning reaches
beyond school walls!

Students used maps to find locations
of people who they interacted with.

AIS student using Skype to visit other
students across the country.

Students drew sketch notes as they listened to a
primary source on 9/11/01 Coast Guard hero.

321 South Jefferson Street • Athens, AL 35611
1880 HWY 72 East • Athens, AL 35613
256.216.6373 or 866.363.3344 Toll Free
www.fnbforyou.com
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by Flo Doughty

Halloween and candy

I

t’s fall and time to think about and
make plans for our fall activities!
Football and Hallo-ween are two
that come to mind. When it comes
to Halloween we have to think about
costumes for the kids, decorations
and…candy. Candy, we know it’s
unhealthy for our children, but its
tradition, right? Well, maybe it
doesn’t have to be. Maybe there is a
way for kids to get “treats” that don’t
negatively impact their health.
So, what do we do for Halloween? I
did an experiment with the children
in my Savvy Kids Fitness class one
Halloween a few years ago. I gave
out yo-yos and crazy glasses instead
of giving out candy. The kids were
thrilled! Sounds like it’s not just my
kids that like this idea; according to
an article titled Halloween Candy by
Peter Wehrwein
on Harvard
Health.com, “Yale researchers conducted a study several years ago
that involved giving a total of 284
Halloween trick-or-treaters a choice
between a toy (stretch pumpkin
men, glow-in-the-dark insects,
stickers, etc.) and candy. The toys
proved to be just as popular as the
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adds zero nutrition; diabetes, a high
sugar diet can increase chances of
developing
diabetes
and
fluctuations in blood sugar caused
by consuming high sugar foods can
negatively impact a child’s
concentration and focus. We don’t
want any of these things for our
children!

Don’t forget to be diligent in
protecting your children this
Halloween! Children are twice as
likely to be hit by a car on Halloween
as any other day of the year.

candy (although we suspect that the
particular candy choices might have
had something to do with that). The
researchers argued that the treat in
trick-or-treat needn’t be candy, as
long as it was associated with the
other fun stuff about Halloween
(dressing up, walking around the
neighborhood).” There are tons of
additional options such as: silly
bands or other bracelets, pencils,
fake fangs, temporary tattoos, glow
sticks or necklaces, bouncy balls,
sugar free gum, bubbles, slime, play
dough, spider rings, sticky hands,
tons of inexpensive items that are
still lots of fun and no negative

impact on children’s health!
We know it’s okay for candy to be an
occasional treat. The problem is
that a lot of the time we let our kids
eat high sugar foods for breakfast
(high sugar cereal, pancakes with
sugar filled syrup, pastries, etc.) We
also allow them to drink sports
drinks, soda, fruit juice and eat
sugary treats for snacks. Halloween
just piles the sugar on even higher.
We are drowning in sugar in the days
or even weeks after Halloween
because there is so much candy.
Here are a few of the health
considerations: cavities and obesity,
sugar adds calories to food, but
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*Make sure your child has a
flashlight, glow stick or reflective tape
or stickers on their clothes, shoes
or trick or treat bag to make sure they
can see and be seen by cars.
*Children under 12 should always be
accompanied by an adult.
*Stay in areas you are familiar with
and try to trick or treat in a group.
*Stay on sidewalks.

*Only visit well lit houses never dark
houses, do not accept invitations to
go inside and do not accept rides
from strangers.
*Test make-up on a small area of
skin in case of allergic reaction.
Keep Halloween healthy and fun!
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

2018 Yukon Moose Hunt
By Chuck Vessels

O

nce again I just returned
from a hunt that physically
I should have done 15
years ago. The outfitters will always tell you to get in the best
shape possible but that the
guides will move at your pace and
you will be fine. Ha!
I just got back from nine days in
the Rogue River Valley of Yukon
Territory, Canada. I was hunting
with Jim Shockey Adventures for
the largest of the Moose, the
Yukon Moose. After several
flights that ended with a floatplane in to base camp I was finally on my hunt after two years
of planning. Any hunters reading
this probably are familiar with Jim
Shockey and all his TV shows and
videos. None of them do justice
to the beauty and magnitude of
the Yukon. There is so much hisChuck Vessels with a giant Moose.
tory and other stories to tell about
watch for grizzly and had seen a
this trip but it would make this ar- in an exhausting climb. Let’s,
talk about the terrain. The
lot of “sign” throughout the hunt
ticle way too long.
ground is liking walking on a waso we were prepared for self-deterbed full of bowling balls and is fense if necessary.
covered in willows, alders, spruce We did see a big boar grizzly on
and other vegetation. The willows the next to the last day and
have to be separated and
stalked it for a mile and half till
climbed through with every step.
dark but decided to not become
You can’t walk two steps in a row the hunted and backed out. The
without having to pull yourself
last day we saw a sow and her
and gear through it. Now add, at cub and just watched them feed
times, that you can bend a little
on berries.
at the waist and reach out and
In the end we had an amazing
touch the ground in front of you.
Way too hard for me. I busted the trip and a lot of great stories and
memories. I plan to look for less
stock on my rifle and tore the
front sole loose on my right boot. challenging “adventures” in the
future.
Somehow (pause for prayer), I
made it up and back down to the Good luck this hunting season.
valley floors without major injury. Have fun and be safe!
Jim Shockey and
The guides were amazing and
Wolf harvested by
Chuck Vessels ready to
definitely world-class. But, they
Chuck Vessels.
go on a hunt.
do NOT have a slow-gear! If you
We were told to prepare for 35-55 book a hunt like this, look for
when the outfitters call the hunt
Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work
degree weather. The first mornan ADVENTURE! And, then start
ing it was six! And, you are only
your physical training.
allowed 60 pounds of gear including rifle, ammo, and boots.
A couple of days before we found
So, I was wearing everything I
my moose we jumped a pack of
brought at the same time. We
six to eight wolves running up a
also had tags, for Grizzly Bear,
mountain in the willows. I was
Black Bear, Dall sheep, and Cari- able to take a White Timber Wolf
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
bou. Also, you can take Wolves
as seen in the photos before they
and Wolverines without having to were out of sight.
have tags. All of these other aniLicensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp
The final stalk for my moose remals are chance encounters and sulted in a 350 yard off-hand
not a focus of the hunt. The
shot at about a 30 degree uphill
moose is the hunt.
angle through some spruce trees.
The hunt is spot and stalk and re- I was hunting with a Christensen
quires a lot of binocular and spot- Arms Summit rifle in 375 H&H
ting scope time that culminates
www.trelectrical.com
Magnum. We had been told to
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Athens First Graders Displaying Artwork
Submitted by Leah Pierce

HEART Academy at Julian Newman had the theme
"How I can stay healthy."

October 12, 2018

SPARK Academy first graders did self-portraits with the
theme "I can be an astronaut."

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

Page 9

WE HAVE MOVED…
COME SEe US!
2018 Fiddle Champion
Congratulations to Mr. Bill Jones from
Covington, Georgia for being named the
2018 Alabama State Fiddle Champion!

VALLEY POOLS
OF MADISON

7445 Hwy 72 W Madison
just up the hill from old location,
beside the Sacks Thrift store on 72
Rick Mould, left, of the Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers
Convention; with Bill Jones, center, 2018 Alabama State
Fiddle Champion; and Gayle Davis, right, of the Tennessee
Valley Old Time Fiddlers Convention.
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Same great service
and supplies for all
your pool needs.
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DEB’S

Delights

by Debra Johnson

Party Cheese Spread

I

am always looking for snacks
for the Saturday College football games. I have not tried
this, but sounds good and will
make it soon.
10 oz. sharp cheese
8 oz. cream cheese
2 Tbsp. butter
2 Tbsp. chopped pimento
2 Tbsp. chopped onion
2 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
1 tsp. lemon juice

Cream cheeses and butter together till well blended. Add
other ingredients and mix well.
Serve with crackers.

Spicy Ritz Crackers
1 stick butter, melted
1 pkg. ranch dressing
1/4 cup grated parmesan
1 Tbsp. red pepper flakes
1 tsp. garlic powder
1 box Ritz crackers
Toss box of Ritz crackers with all 5
ingredients in a zip lock bag. Bake
in 350 degree oven for 15 min.

The

Floor Gallery
25065 US HWY 72
Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65
in big tan building

256-216-9055
For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery
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Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

10-4 Good Buddy

I

guess you could say the CB
radio was the first social media
device used by many to communicate on a regular basis. The
CB got it’s real popularity in the
mid 70’s when the government
claimed we were running short on
gasoline. Their solution was to reduce the top speed limit to 55
miles per hour to help conserve
gasoline. Long lines were found
at gasoline stations and some
stations were completely out of
gas. Folks installed the CB in
their cars, trucks, and 18 wheelers to monitor the highways and
keep up with OLE Smokey. The
CB radio brought on a new jargon
of language.

People who had CB’s in their cars
created names for their friends to
recognize. We had names like
The White Tornado, Charlie
Brown, Fire Ball, Mr. Clean and
many more. The antennas were
as short as 3 feet or some folks
had an antenna they called a
whip which was 8 feet or taller. It
got its name from whipping in the
wind as it traveled down the road.
The real power stations were the
base stations located at a home
base. The giant antenna located
on top of the house was called a
moon raker. It resembled a devise used by NASA to reach outer
space. The home units ran powerful base stations, and at night
talked skip. If the atmosphere
was right on a cold given night,
the operators of the base stations could communicate hundreds of miles or one operator
told me half way around the
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world. The CB was a handy radio
to have if a tornado came through
and wrecked the telephone line
system.
When you got in your car, the first
thing turned on was the CB radio.
Usually some of your friends were
already on the airway. You might
start out by saying, “ Bullet, have
you got your ear on? “If you didn’t
recognize the folk talking, you
showed respect and never butted
into a conservation. The early
model CB radio only had 23
channels, but later went to 40
channels. It was practice for
friends to go to another channel
for a more private conversations.
Another common thing you would
hear on a CB radio was for someone out there to give you a radio
check. That was asking for a veri-

fication your CB was pushing a
signal to another unit.
One of the best movies of all
times starred the late Burt
Reynolds, Sally Fields, and Jerry
Reed and was centered around a
fast Pontiac Firebird and a CB
radio. The movie was a favorite of
many, called ‘Smokey and The
Bandit’. How could I have left out
the sheriff, Jackie Gleason.
We 70’s generation had CB radios in our cars and they served
especially handy when traveling
on the interstate highway. Our car
tags had a number assigned to
each county in Alabama. It was
common to strike up a conservation on the highway if someone
passed you with the same country car tags as you were from.
Auto accidents and traffic jams
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were passed along to drivers. Directions were also shared by
other drivers in the area you were
looking for. Often on game day,
Alabama and Auburn would travel
together going to their desired
games. The fans would brag
about their favorite teams.
The CB craze is long gone now.
We use cell phones to communicate with on a daily basis. I miss
the joint conversations you could
have with several folks at a time
with my Johnson 23 channel CB
radio.
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1983 Classic Vehicles

hese four vehicles, all made
and sold in 1983, were some
of GM's most popular automobiles back then. It was also the
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first year Norman Hamm, of Champion Chevrolet Group, opened for
business in Athens. The El Camino,
upper left, the Silverado stepside

pickup truck, the Monte Carlo, not on the road today, but every
lower left, and the Chevy Camaro, now and then, you will see one
were popular vehicles back then. being driven in this area.
Most of those cars and trucks are
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Washing Away Stains

M

y wife and I have three
small boys. I’m sure you
can imagine the messes
we have to deal with. Between
school, baseball, playing outside,
painting at our kitchen table, or
playing on the playground, it
seems like there is always a load
of laundry going. Most of the time,
the laundry comes out clean, but
every once in a while, there is a
stain that just won’t come out: dirt
from the ball field, marker, or a secret substance that we don’t know
about. Stains are a pain. They ruin
good clothes. They are noticeable.
There’s no hiding a stain. Sure,
maybe you can put a jacket over
the shirt, but at the end of the day,
when the jacket comes off…the
stain is still there.

This is exactly how the Bible describes sin. Isaiah 1:18 says,
“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though
your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though
they are red like crimson, they
shall become like wool.” Have you

ever gotten red marker or even
blood on a favorite outfit? It stains.
It’s noticeable. That’s what sin
does. It stains our soul. It puts a
big blotch on our soul. Sin separates us from God.
Unfortunately, so many people try
to hide their sin. They think no one
will notice. They think they can get
away with it. They think they can
cover up their sins with more sin.
We lie to cover an affair. We cheat
to get ahead at work. We cuss,
drink, smoke, or gossip to fit in
with friends. We treat our spouse
and our kids with disrespect. We
skip church for ball games and
other “more important” matters.
Whether we like to admit it or not,
sin is sin. And sin stains our soul.
Revelation 21:27 says that nothing “unclean” or “impure” will
enter into the kingdom of Heaven.
I’m sure if you’re reading this,
Heaven is where you want to be.
Have you stopped to consider that
the sin in your life can actually
keep you from getting there?

1806 Wilkinson Street
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

Kevin Harrington
Don’t worry, it’s not all bad news.
tism is what takes those sins
Remember our verse from Isaiah? away. Romans 6 tells us it’s beGod said He can take our scarlet
cause when we are baptized, we
stains and make them white as
are putting our old, sinful self to
snow.
death (just like Jesus died on the
cross for our sins), then we are
There’s something refreshing
buried under water (just like Jesus
about a fresh blanket of snow.
was buried in the ground), but we
When you look out the window
and see pure white, it’s mesmeriz- raise up a new person who has
ing. That’s what our soul looks like been washed clean (just like Jesus
raised from the dead).
when we ask for forgiveness from
God. The scarlet sins are washed
away. Peter tells us that this is
done through baptism. Acts 2:38
says, “Repent, and let every one of
you be baptized for the remission
of sins.” According to Peter, bap-

Stains are gross. However, God
can take the worse sins and make
them as white as snow. All you
have to do is be willing to repent
and come to Jesus. Let Him make
you clean.

MarionStreet

church of Christ

124 N. Marion Street
256-232-1786
Website: www.marionstreet.org

Also, you can join us Sundays at 9:30 a.m. on Facebook Live.

SERVICES
Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.
Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any
excavation, to have underground utilities located.

Worship 9:30 a.m.

811 is the new national

Wednesday - Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

three digit call number.

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”
October 12, 2018

Bible Classes 5:30 p.m.

Also, you can join us Sundays at
9:30 a.m. on Facebook Live

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington
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Cotton farming continued from page 4

Working hard from sun up until sun down.
in knowing when to store the crop
and when is the best time to sell.
He knows all of this in addition to
knowing the soil types, the crops
themselves; how to fertilize, how to
manage weed infestation, and
what diseases each crop could be
susceptible to.
Today’s farming is not like it used
to be. Today’s farmer has to be
more high-tech than ever. You will
find today’s farmer knowing infor-
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mation technology plus all the latest agricultural science technology. You will find him maneuvering
a computer as easily as he maneuvers a tractor. Gone are the days
of not being connected technologically.
While Allen works all kinds of row
crops to include soy beans, wheat,
and cotton. He seems to like cotton best. And this year’s crop
shows that. Looking out over one

Module bale of cotton.

of the farms that he works, a sea
of white shines in the sun. White
gold. Cotton everywhere. He
smiles when he looks on the field.
He tells me, “I won’t know exactly
how much is produced for a couple
more days when I get it all out. But,
it looks good this year.”
As I survey the field and see the
module builders packing the cotton, I appreciate even more all the

work that farmers like Allen Johnson do all year for just this moment of harvest. There is a lot of
prayer, patience, work, and worry
that go into producing crops. Allen
looks intense as he studies the
cotton picker running, for harvesting has to be done on time and in
time for the best results.
I think he’s going to have another
great year.

Some of the equipment used to pick cotton.
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HORSE SENSE

Getting the Correct Response

ave you ever watched a
horse do some pretty
awesome stuff for its
handler? I’m not talking about
things like circus tricks and such.
I’m talking about things you think
you can do.
Ever wonder how these horses
are taught to do these things?
Teaching horses does take time
but the primary element is
conditioned reponse.
Conditioning is a process where
the behavior response becomes
increasingly consistent as a result
of reinforcement. Reinforcement
occurs following the response to
a stimulus. Reinforcement can be
comfortable or uncomfortable.
The comfort or discomfort can be
physical or psychological
(emotional).
With horses, physical discomfort
includes annoying stimuli such as
prodding, tapping or poking.
Physical comfort, of course, is as
water, food, shelter, rest and
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by Jim Swanner

grooming (stroking).
Psychological comfort includes,
soothing sounds, pleasantness,
and the absence of angered
impatience.
Psychological discomfort is fear,
(usually from anger and
impatience from the human). It
also exist where there may be
impending physical discomfort.
A horse has fear (a psychological
discomfort) because it is fearful
of pain (a physical discomfort).
Every horse is different; we have
to choose our method of teaching
a horse carefully. We have to
understand the horse, read the
horse and determining if the
horse is a right brained horse of a
left brained horse. Right brained
horse is a very fearful horse, a
horse that wants to get away, an
unconfident a horse that is
unteachable until it is more left
brained.
The left brained horse is the
confident horse, the teachable

horse, the curious horse and
sometimes the dominate horse.
Oftentimes I teach a classroom
sitting on this subject at K-I-N
Stables. If you have a group that
would like to attend such a class
(FREE), get in touch with me.
Stay tuned for ALL ABOUT
HORSES TV coming this month.
Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611
www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through
Communication
256.874.6781
Host ‘All About Horses’
radio WKAC 1080 AM
(Streaming at
www.WKAC1080.com)

Member: Board of Director
Alabama Horse Council
Owner KIN Stables Horse Boarding Facility
Natural Horsemanship Sessions
Available one-on-one
Available for Clinics
Speaker, Clinician
Writer for: The Valley Star;
The Star Sportsman newspapers
Tennessee Valley Agriculture Magazine; Horse and Ranch Magazine
Personal page:
www.facebook.com/jim.swanner.9
Professional Page:
www.facebook.com/JimSwanner
www.facebook.com/jimswannermedia
www.facebook.com/jimswanner.kinstables
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GOBLIN
HAYRIDE
PUMPKIN
SPIDER

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

COSTUME
GOOSEBUMPS
JACKOLANTERN
SCARECROW
SPIDERWEB

FLASHLIGHT
HAUNTEDHOUSE
OCTOBER
SKELETON
SPOOKY

October 12, 2018

October 12, 2018

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

Page 19

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Oct 18, 19 & 20, 2018 — The
Haunted Lester Hospital (30338
Lester Road in Lester) with tours
from 7:00PM-11:00PM. Strange
things happen in the old Lester
Hospital — blood curdling
screams, sightings of the undead, and other unworldly apparitions — and they’re saving a
Oct 16, 18, 23, 2018 — Haunt bed for you. Admission: $10.00.
Walks hosted by the Athens-Lime- Oct 19 & 20, 2018 — Doomsday
stone County Tourism Association at Dog Days (Dog Day Flea Maris a walk through Athens spooky ket Grounds 30444 Gowan Road
history starting at Athens-Lime- in Ardmore, TN) with tickets sales
stone Visitors Center (100 North 7:00PM-11:00PM and attraction
Beaty Street Athens, AL). Times open 7:30PM. Try not to get lost
6:30PM or 7:00PM. First come, in the haunted woods and maze.
first served and pre-purchase tick- Haunted Woods & Maze: $18.00
ets sales begin August 27th . Infor- per person or with Fast Past
mation: 256-232-5411
$28.00 asfhaunt.com

Oct 14, 2018 — Music Mission
Concert: Matt Prater at Revival
(305 West Washington Street in
Athens) from 3:00PM-5:00PM.
Free, donation accepted for the
Full Tummy Project to help feed
Limestone County Children.
FPCAthens.org or Julie McNeese
256-566-4013

Oct 16, 2018 — Swamp John’s
with Behind the Badge at the
Athens Police Department Police
Department or by calling 256233-8700

Page 20

Oct 19, 2018 — Fall Festival with
Athens Bible School (507 Hoffman Street in Athens) from
5:30PM-8:30PM with hayride,
haunted house, games, activities,
food, Senior Auction and more.

answers

Oct 22-27, 2018 — Annual
Athens Storytelling Festival in
downtown Athens, AL will make
you laugh, cry, and sigh as the
storytellers fill the tent with entertainment.

any band student starting in October. Proceeds fund the AllCounty Honor Band.

Oct 24 - 25, 2018 — School Days
at Athens Storytelling Festival is
open to all Tennessee Valley area
schools and homeschoolers. At the
request of our storytellers, appropriate ages to attend are grades 3–
12 or ages 9-18. Seating is limited
and reservations are required.
The deadline for reservations
is Monday, October 8. Email
info@athensstorytellingfestival.com

Oct 23, 2018 — 6th Annual Dan
Williams Local Teller Night under
the Storytelling tent in downtown
Athens where you can enjoy amateur tellers as they share tales
in this juried competition for a
chance to be part of the Thursday’s Olio. $5.00 Adults; $3.00
Children Purchase tickets online USW Local 1535’s Women of
at athensstorytellingfestival.com Steel is seeking vendors for their
Oct 23, 2018 — Limestone 1st Annual Steel of a Deal Vendor
County Night of Bands at East event. The event will be held SatLimestone High School Cavnar urday, December 8, 2018 from 9
Field Stadium (15641 East Lime- am - 3pmat the union hall located
stone Road in Athens) starting at at 818 Howell Heflin Lane, Tus6:30PM with bands from Ard- cumbia, AL. Indoor vendor booths
more, Athens, Clements, East are available for $25 and a door
Limestone, Elkmont, Tanner and prize. Contact Angie Grimes at
West Limestone High Schools. 256-762-8366 for more informaTickets are $5.00 available from tion.

Strickland

Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone
Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements
Property Clearing

25
YEARS
EXP

Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
THEVALLEYSTAR.NET
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.
Jefferson Street at Green Street
Athens, AL 35611
256-232-1130
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:
• Personal Injury

• Family Law

- Automobile Accidents
- Workman’s Compensation
- 18-Wheeler Accidents
- Products Liability

- Divorce
- Guardianship
- Custody
- Wills and Probate

• Social Security Disability
• General Law
- Litigation
- Corporate and LLC Formations
- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance
- Landlord — Tenant Matters
- Real Property Issues

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

James M. Corder
jcorder@acpbs.com

Mitch Shelly
mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen
zburgreen@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

PRODUCER

Million

$ Club

Ginna Chittam

Kim Shindorf

James Phillips

Jane Harrington

Missey DeGroﬀ

Anton Etenko

Corporate Broker • Limestone
256-777-3300

Associate Broker/Realtor
256-431-7916

Broker • Lauderdale
256-656-2370

Managing Broker • Madison
256-325-0008

Realtor®
256-508-8432

Realtor®
256-763-3123

Liz Wingard

Christie Bennett

Guy Fry

Chris Shindorf

Linda Toone

Leonel White

Associate Broker, GRI
256-777-3988

Associate Broker/Realtor®
256-771-3744

Realtor®/Auctioneer
256-337-0639

Realtor®/Builder
256-206-2838

Associate Broker
256-777-1069

Associate Broker
256-337-3165

Julie Osborn

Dale Carter

Heather Green

Shewatha Yates Gusler

Glynda Walker

Jacky Patterson Jr.

Realtor®
256-874-1147

Realtor®
256-874-6034

Realtor®
256-431-1474

Realtor®
256-874-6033

Susan Farmer

Allyson Davis

Erica Crunk

Realtor®
256-652-1662

Realtor®
256-508-6782

Realtor®
256-508-6782

James Martinez

Realtor
256-206-0581

Realtor®
256-898-4358

Chris Corum

Dusti Hafner

®

Realtor
256-412-9516
®

Realtor
623-523-1939
®

6400 Snake Road • Athens • $850,000
MLS#1095101 • James Phillips, 256-656-2370

16594 Huntsville Brownsferry Rd. - $185,500
MLS#1104453 - Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

Realtor®
256-335-0611

310 Aqua Vista Drive • Killen • $429,900
MLS#1103007 • James Phillips, 256-656-2370

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
Page 22
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

412 Vine Street • Athens • $53,400
M:S#1102126 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

14149 Lucas Ferry Road • Athens • $79,900
MLS#1079408 • Liz Wingard, 256-777-3988

14536 Ripley Road • Athens • $89,900
MLS#1101449 • Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

17076 Ferry Road • Athens • $89,900
MLS#1098107 • Christie Bennett, 256-771-3744

21759 Hwy 127 • Elkmont • $127,500
MLS#1100295 • Heather L. Green, 256-874-1147

311 Happy Hollow Drive - FLorence - $337,000
MLS#1080710 - Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

25575 Gray Stone Drive • Madison • $219,900
MLS#1085559 • Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

304 Brookwood Drive East • Athens • $219,900
MLS#1097586 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

16714 Mulberry Lane • Athens • $245,900
MLS#1101878 • Glynda Walker, 256-431-1474

18015 Elles Drive • Athens • $249,900
MLS#1093086 • Leonel White, 256-337-3165

604 Box Street • Athens • $259,900
MLS#1094356 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

20355 Hogan Drive • Elkmont • $316,500
MLS#1102046 • Liz Wingard, 256-777-3988

26262 Apple Orchard Lane • Athens • $329,000
MLS#1071599 •Chris Shindorf, 256-206-2838

Equine Farm
1355 Mitchell Road • Pulaski • $599,000
MLS#1098411 • Ginna Chittam, 256-777-3300

2801 Highway 31 • Hartselle • $85,000
MLS#1104346 • Missy DeGroﬀ, 256-508-8432

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
October 12, 2018
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Serving You Across The Tennessee Valley

Land and Lots

COMMERCIAL LAND

4746 Circle Drive • Florence • $99,900
MLS#1101041 • Dale Carter, 256-898-4358

COMMERCIAL LAND
941 Blake Bottom Road - Huntsville - $2,522,545
MLS#1098273 • James Martinez, 256-335-0611

122 Edgebrook Drive • Ardmore • $224,900
MLS#1083412 • Missy DeGroﬀ, 256-508-8432

967 County Road 93 • Anderson • $35,000
MLS#1103650 • James Phillps, 256-656-2370

1784 County Road 89 • Anderson • $75,000
MLS#1096857 • James Phillps, 256-656-2370

1511 Grace Avenue • Athens • $79,900
MLS#1013695 • Erica Crunk, 256-5086782

987 County Road 610 • Rogersville • $95,000
MLS#1102298 • James Phillps, 256-656-2370

11971 Little Coﬀman Road • Lester • $124,500
MLS#1100346 • Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

170 Stevens Street • Lexington • $142,500
MLS#1100614 • Chris Corum, 256-412-9516

7205 Parkwood Street • Florence • $175,000
MLS#1102673 • Chris Corum, 256-412-9516

COMMERCIAL LAND/QUAD APARTMENTS
410 N. Columbia Avenue • Sheﬃeld • $218,000
MLS#1103320 • James Martinez, 256-335-0611

3107 Fouche Drive • Huntsville • $105,000
MLS#1084067 • Missy DeGroﬀ, 256-508-8432

MLS#1104328 - $112,500
21 Acres - Anderson
James Phillips - 256-656-2370

MLS#1053216 - $145,000
Shinnecock Hills Dr. - Athens
Ginna Chittam - 256-777-3300

MLS#1096119 - $28,500
250 Rolling Brook Dr. - Rogersville
James Phillips - 256-656-2370

MLS#1092637 - $18,000
Menefee Road - E. Limestone
Kim Shindorf, 256-431-7916

MLS#1071999 - $59,900
9 W Hwy 72 - Clements
Jacky L. Patterson - 256-874-6033

MLS#1100855 - $139,500
29600 Lester Rd. - Lester
Ginna Chittam - 256-777-3300

MLS#1104422 - $700,000
15434 Hwy 24 - Moulton
Dale Carter, 256-898-4358

MLS#1092860 - $36,900
2847 Saddletree Blvd. - Huntsville
Jane Harrigton, 256-325-0008

MLS#1092640 - $79,900
18821 Bream Bluﬀ Rd. - Clements
Leonel White - 256-337-3165

MLS#1072001 - $225,900
14203 Mooresville Rd. - Athens
Jacky L. Patterson - 256-874-6033

BUYING • SELLING • RENTING • BUILDING • INVESTING • AUCTIONING
“Real Solutions for Real Estate” • ALRealSolutions.com
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