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Valley Pools and Leisure Fiberglass Pools
here is no denying that swimming
pools are functional. They create a
convenient way to cool off in the
summer, provide a means of exercise and
numerous means of entertainment.
While functional is great, why not have
both functional and beauty?
That's what Valley Pools in Athens and
Madison is offering. Valley Pools has
been in Athens just off U.S. 72 across
from Wal-Mart for four years and have all
your pools needs including the now popular Leisure Pool.
With a Leisure Pools swimming pool, you
can enjoy the functional aspects of their
pools, but also a stunning and breathtaking pool that complements your landscaping and home.
Valley Pools in Athens is managed by
Kayla Stundtner who says Leisure is the
largest fiberglass dealer worldwide. It is
made in nearby Knoxville, Tenn. Valley
Pools is the exclusive North Alabama
Leisure Pools dealer.

T

The Allure

Valley Pools has been the exclusive Leisure Fiberglass Pool dealer for the last two
years in Northern Alabama. We have been in business for 30 years.
Benefits of fiberglass: no replacing liners, less maintenance, easy
upkeep, unique designs & colors, installation process is much
quicker than vinyl liner. Dupont Kevlar Composite armor surface, lifetime structural warranty.

You have confidence and peace of mind because you have chosen a superior product that is supported with the best warranties.

Although traditional fiberglass pools
provide the feature of flexibility, they
Leisure Pools believes that when you also have the weakness of not feeling
step into a swimming pool, or sit on a solid under foot as the pool shell is debench in a swimming pool, it needs to signed to flex.
feel solid.
Leisure Pools through its Composite Armour™ Step Technology™ has been
able to reduce step and bench deflection providing a “solid” foundation for
entry and exit steps and benches compared with normally constructed fiberglass pools.

Bella Brook is perfect
shopping place for boutique
clothing & accessories.
Now carrying JuJu Bee frames

The Composite Armour™ Step Technology™ provides the customer with a feeling of a solid foundation while still
maintaining the many benefits of structural flexibility in the design of the
swimming pool shell.
Leisure Pools, is one of the largest in the
World. Leisure Pools has developed the
United States’ most experienced fiber

continued on page 5

New shipments come weekly. You will find our prices affordable
& good old one-on-one southern hospitality customer service.
You can find us on Facebook and
Instagram @bellabrookboutique.
SHOP LOCAL!
Open Mon-Fri 10:30 to 6 • Saturday 10:30 to 2:30
Wednesday & Sunday Closed
30500 Ardmore Ave. • Ardmore, AL 35739 • 256-777-0913

THE SONNY SIDE

by Sonny Turner

Stanley McNatt:
An officer and a gentleman
imestone County lost a valuable piece to its law enforcement community recently
when Captain Stanley McNatt retired.

L

McNatt, the chief investigator with
the Limestone County Sheriff's
Department, said goodbye to
Sheriff Mike Blakely and his work
staff Sept. 30 after 38 years on
the job. McNatt, 62, is now enjoying his time at home with his wife,
Alice, and family.
"It was so humbling to look out
and see all the folks at my retirement luncheon," McNatt said on
Facebook. "For that I am thankful. I want to thank my family,
friends, church family, all those
from other law enforcement
agencies and all my co-workers

for being there. Words just cannot
express my feelings."
He added,
"Thank you,
Sheriff
Blakely and
all of the
staff. It has
been an
honor to
work for the
greatest
Sheriff's
office in the
state, as well as to serve the
great citizens of Limestone
County. To my dear investigator
friends, you are the best! I love
each and every one of you. I
have been blessed so much."
McNatt's career began in 1976

when he was hired as a corrections officer at the Elkmont Police
Department. Two years later, he
was hired by Limestone County's
then-Sheriff Buddy Evans.
Blakely, who was elected to office
in 1982, selected McNatt as chief
of his investigative division in
2004.
Blakely, who said he has known
McNatt for most of his life, said
the investigator is highly respected not only for his wealth of
knowledge as a criminal investigator but also for his character.
"He's a good Christian man who's
also respected by the courts,
lawyers and all of the citizens we
serve," Blakely told reporters.
McNatt's son, Daniel, who is a
patrol sergeant with the Athens
Police Department, considers his
dad a role model who goes
"above and beyond" not only as a
dad and grandparent but his professional life as well. Daniel said

his father always taught him, "to
treat others as you want to be
treated."
I have known and worked with
Capt. McNatt while in the newspaper business during those 38
years Stanley was on the police
force. Not only was he one of the
best in the business, he was a
gentleman first, and a first-class
professional to everyone he
served.
Yes, indeed, Limestone County is
going to miss Stanley McNatt.
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60°

1003 South Jefferson St. • Athens, Alabama 35611

CONSISTENT COMFORT.
ANYTHING ELSE IS UNBEARABLE.

Whatever your perfect temperature, you’ll enjoy consistent comfort with
the heating and cooling systems homeowners ranked number one in
durability.* American Standard. A better way to chill.
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Celebrating 100 years of life!

argaret (Mama Mouse)
Stonecypher celebrated
her 100 year birthday in
September at
St. Paul’s Catholic Church, in
Athens, Alabama, with her family
and friends. Margaret was born in
Birmingham, Alabama, 20 September 1916. Anyone that has
lived 100 years has been able to
experience many periods of history. She has lived through The
Great Depression, World War II,
and the attack on Pearl Harbor to
mention a few.
To help provide for their family, she
drove a truck for Floral Park Bakery and afterward worked for
Golden Flake, Inc. where she retired after 30 years. She also witnessed positive life changing
events in her life; air travel, space
travel, technology advances, wireless communication and numerous medical advances. Through all

M

of these events, George and Margaret, married for 73 years, managed to raise and provide for their
four children through faith, love
and perseverance. Her life is
blessed with numerous grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Margaret’s unique ability to bake
delicious cakes and pies were enjoyed by all her family and friends.
Whenever Christmas and special
occasions occurred, the house
was filled with the aroma of her
“Southern Living” cakes and pies.
George and Margaret were active
Square Dancers and the club was
always treated to her famous
brownies and cakes. Each child
had a favorite cake she baked for
them on their birthday. We wish
Margaret (Mama Mouse) a Happy
100th Birthday and wish her many
more.
Margaret (Mama Mouse) Stonecyphers celebrated 100 years of life with
Kathy Hamilton and many family members and friends.

—SAWMILL NOW OPEN—
Specializing in Residential & Commercial
Tree Removal & Trimming
We Work With Your Insurance Company
On Storm Related Damage

Soil Conditioner Available
Soil Conditioner $25 per yard
Mulch in Chocolate, Brown, Black $29 per yard, Natural $19.99 per yard

Dangerous Tree Removal • Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing • Licensed & Insured
Mention this ad
for a

10% discount

FREE ESTIMATES
www.eagerbeaverstreeservice.com

Mention this ad
for a

10% discount

256-772-8009
Mobile 256-759-3317
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Athens State University’s Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers Convention

A “Fiddle Champ” is crowned

addie Denton was named
“Fiddle Champion” at the
50th annual Tennessee
Valley Old Time Fiddlers Convention at Athens State University Saturday night on the Alabama
Farmer’s Cooperative Main Stage.
The Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers Convention is the home of
the Alabama State Fiddle Champion.

M

Denton of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, won the title by winning
the “fiddle off” which pits the top
fiddlers from the junior, intermediate, and senior divisions. Joel
Whittinghill of Bowling Green, Kentucky finished runner-up. Denton,
who won the junior fiddle division,
earned the convention’s top prize Rick Mould, left, of the Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers Convention, Maddie Denton, Fiddler Champion, Gayle
David, right, of the Tennessee Valley Old Time Fiddlers Convention.
of $1,200.

The convention is sponsored by dation and the Greater Limestone The convention contributes to scholarships and University projthe Athens State University Foun- County Chamber of Commerce. Athens State by funding student ects.
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The

Floor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery
Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts
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Valley Pools and Leisure Fiberglass Pools continued from front page
pools like the Reflection, the Elegance, the Harmony, the Icon and
the Ultimate. There is beauty in the
simple, elegant look of a rectangular pool with aesthetically pleasing lines.
Valley Pools was founded in 1988
in Huntsville. Ronnie Hughes,
owner and President, built his first
pool in 1972 giving him decades
of experience designing, constructing and refurbishing swimming pools of all types. Ronnie
specializes in swimming pool design, construction, pool service,
and most of all customer satisfaction.
Valley Pools is a current member of
the BBB of North Alabama and
makes every effort to maintain an
A-plus rating for customers. If you
are moving here or live in the Tennessee Valley, Valley Pools will strive
to earn and keep your trust and your
business.
Valley Pools features a variety of
products from the following vendors: Hayward Pool Products,
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Collegiate items
Primo Grills, and Polaris AutoVisit the stores at locations
mated Pool Cleaning Systems.
in Madison and Athens or
They are also your Authorized Tara
go to the website at
Liner dealer.
www.valleypoolsofmadison.com
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Christmas ornaments
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50th Annual Old Time Fiddlers Convention
all was in the air last weekend
with cool temperatures and
big crowds for the 50th annual Fiddlers Convention. There
was plenty to entertain the whole

F
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family with a variety of choices of
food vendors, crafts for everyone,
clogging competitions, and the
bluegrass music that could be
seen in every corner of the Athens

State College campus. And of the 1st weekend in October, so be
course, the actual fiddling compe- sure and make plans for next year.
titions were center stage. This traditional event is one that you don’t
want to miss each year. It is always
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Grant to kick start preservation of iconic Scout House
first date, a first dance or a first
kiss. Taking a trip with a grandmother to play games and make
art crafts.
These are memories cherished by
many in Athens who used to attend
dances and youth activities at the
iconic red structure on East Washington Street known as the Scout House.
It served the youth of this community
for decades until its closure in 2012.
Athens Arts League and the Friends
of the Scout House Committee are
working to again make it a vital part
of the downtown area.
The circa 1938 Scout House first
served youth in the community as a
recreational and social gathering
place when it was operated for the
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. It provided this service until it became the
central office for the Athens City
Board of Education in 1965.
It served the youth through school
system programs operating within the
facility until 2012 when Athens City
Schools built a new central office. For

A
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Mayor Ronnie Marks thanks Lowe's store manager Darwan Kerr and Keep
Athens-Limestone Beautiful Executive Coordinator Lynne Hart for their work
in the community and for the grant obtained for the Scout House.

four years, it has been dormant, its
historic rooms vacant - absent any
laughter, music and dancing.
On Sept. 23, Keep America Beautiful
and Lowe’s have given Athens Arts
League the funding to kick start renovations on the Scout House to repurpose this empty historic structure and
make it a vital facility to promote art
through music. Keep Athens-Limestone Beautiful worked with Athens
Arts League to apply for and obtain a

$20,000 Keep America Beautiful/
Lowe’s Community Partner Grant. This
is the only project in Alabama to receive
a $20,000 grant from the program.
“Keep Athens-Limestone Beautiful is
so happy to be part of this project and
to secure the $20,000 Keep America
Beautiful/Lowe’s Community Partner
Grant to get things moving,” said
KALB Executive Coordinator Lynne
Hart. “Refurbishing this building and
putting it to such good use will just
add to the beauty and culture that we
cherish in Athens.”
The purpose of Keep America Beautiful/Lowe’s Community Partner grants
is to engage local volunteers to take
action to benefit communities across
the country. Over the past five years,
Lowe’s has supported Keep America
Beautiful affiliates with more than $5
million in contributions and the support of Lowe’s Heroes employee vol-
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unteers.
The goal of Athens Arts League is to
turn this unused historic structure into
a musical venue that pays tribute to
Limestone County’s musical heritage,
provides musical programs for the
community, and offers students
hands-on experience in an educational music lab. Athens Arts League
wants to empower youth by offering
them the opportunity to learn about
local music history, making music,
and the music business. Athens Arts
League also wants to enhance the
community’s art experience by providing a venue for house concerts, workshops, and other musical programs.
The grant will provide funding to improve the front façade by repairing
and preventing water intrusion and
using xeriscaping to beautify the entrance with pollinator gardens, native
plants and rain barrels. Hart said
xeriscaping is landscaping with slowgrowing, drought-tolerant plants to
conserve water and establish a wasteefficient landscape. Hart thanked Distinctive Landscaping for its assistance
with the landscape design.
“This plan is fulfilling a promise we
made to Alabama Shakes two years
ago when they helped us raise money
for High Cotton Arts,” said Diane Lehr,
a Friends of the Scout House Committee member. “We promised we
would promote the musical arts as
well as the visual arts.”
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

New Zealand 2016 Hunt
Wallaby and Wild Hog
By Chuck Vessels

n April of this year I travelled to
New Zealand for a once in a
lifetime hunt primarily for Red
Stag with hopes of Bull Tahr,
Chamois, Fallow Deer, and Pacific
Mountain Goat. In parts one thru
five we covered the hunts for the
Red Stag, Bull Tahr, Chamois, Fallow Deer, and Pacific Mountain
Goat. In this article we will discuss Wallaby and Wild Hog.

I

Part 6
Nuisance Hunts

I don’t need to tell anyone reading this article the devastating effects of wild hogs on the
environment and farms. Since
there are no predators in New
Zealand all of their wild animals
have to be controlled by hunters
and trappers.

The night of the Fallow Deer hunt
we were coming off the mountain
at dark and one of the guides
spotted a wild hog running down
a drainage. All the guides started
screaming to shoot him. We ran
to the edge of the drainage and
as I was getting set-up one of the
guides was calling out position
and range. I shot this hog at 191
yards. They all processed the hog
and cooked some of it that night.

What I didn’t know was how devastating wallabies are to farm
land and crops. Because of the
rough rocky ground in most of the
region the biggest farms are
Merino Sheep. The Wallabies
come out at night. The farmers
claim they eat more grass than
the sheep and everywhere they
leave scat kills the grass. The
farmers beg hunters and trappers
to eliminate wallabies like we do
coyotes and wild hogs.

One evening coming off a mountain pass we saw hundreds of
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Chuck Vessels with his wild hog.

them moving out of the hills into
the valley. When we got out of
the truck they ran away quickly.
In the picture is one of about
medium adult size.
Remember there are not any
predators in New Zealand. I
couldn’t begin to estimate the
number of wallabies and rabbits
we saw. In fact in some areas
you really had to watch where you
walked because of all the holes in
the ground.

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com
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Changes in regulations for
deer, elk and moose and bowhunters
By David Rainer
Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources

eer hunters who travel out of
state to pursue deer, elk and
moose as well as bowhunters
in Alabama need to be aware of
changes in regulations regarding
those activities.
Bowhunters will find relaxed regulations, while hunters who harvest
deer and other affected cervids in
states with confirmed cases of
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) will
be under strict regulations on the
importation of deer carcasses.
Under the new regulations, hunters
who harvest white-tailed deer, mule
deer, elk and moose in those CWDaffected states are not allowed to
bring the whole deer carcass back to
Alabama. Any deer body part that
contains spinal or brain tissue is
specifically banned from Alabama.
“Alabama’s late to the dance, but
we’re at least there now,” said
Chuck Sykes, Director of the Alabama Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division. “We have now joined
36 other states with similar regulations. It’s been prohibited to bring
live deer into the state for some time
now. The intent of that regulation
was to help prevent the potential to
spread diseases. A dead deer can
transmit diseases just like a live one.
So this was just logical. We finally
did something that should have
been done a long time ago.”
Sykes said to be in compliance with
the new regulation, hunters who harvest a deer in a CWD-affected state
must debone the meat, cape the
deer and cut off the skull plate with
the antlers attached. That skull plate
must be thoroughly cleaned of all
brain material before it is imported
into Alabama.
CWD is a disease similar to Mad
Cow Disease in cattle and scrapie in
sheep that affects deer, elk and
moose. CWD is a form of transmissible spongiform encephalopathy that
starts to debilitate the affected animal and results in death.

D
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Thankfully, adjoining states have not
had any confirmed CWD cases. However, the insidious disease has been
confirmed in Arkansas, Texas, Missouri, Ohio and numerous other
states and parts of Canada. States
with confirmed cases of CWD have
been severely impacted by the disease.
“Unfortunately, that’s not that far
away,” Sykes said. “The threat for us
is the fear of the unknown. I just
know what other states are going
through. I know I don’t want the
state of Alabama to have to go
through it. I know people in Ohio and
Arkansas, and it’s devastating to the
way of the life, to the economy and
to the resource. This is something
that impacts me, too. I’ve hunted in
Ohio. I’ve hunted in Texas. I’ve
hunted in Missouri.
“No, you can’t just go kill a deer in
those states, throw it in the back of
the truck and come back to Alabama.
That may be an inconvenience, but it
pales compared to the inconvenience
if CWD gets to Alabama.”
Sykes said some states with confirmed CWD cases have set up CWD
containment zones where every
deer harvested in those zones must
be taken to a check station.
“Not only is that interfering drastically with what hunters are used to
doing, but look at the budget drain it
is causing the agencies that are having to devote all this time and manpower to check all those deer,” he
said. “We don’t want it here. The
only way to stop it is to never let it
cross the border. This is one more
step to help that.
“Remember, this is just from states
with confirmed CWD cases. If you go
to Mississippi, Georgia, Tennessee,
Kentucky or Florida, you’re fine. If
the state has CWD, you can’t bring
the whole deer back.”
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries
(WFF) has been testing deer since
the 2001-2002 season and none of
the more than 5,000 deer sampled
have tested positive for CWD.
“We sampled about 300 deer from

the wild last year,” Sykes said. “All
captive cervids over a year old that
die, by regulation, have to be tested
for CWD.”
Sykes has been traveling all over Alabama conducting seminars to help
hunters understand the new regulations, including the Game Check harvest-reporting system, which is
mandatory for the upcoming deer and
turkey seasons. One thing he discovered during the seminars is that between 60 and 80 percent of the
hunters in attendance said they
hunted deer in states other than Alabama.
“With that many people hunting out
of state, this is a serious, serious
matter,” he said. “CWD never goes
away. It is 100 percent fatal. If the
deer gets it, it dies, plain and simple.
If you get it, you never get rid of it,
not just in the deer but the environment. It’s always there.
“When I say you never get rid of it, in
Colorado where it was first found in
captive mule deer, they killed all the
deer and waited many years to put
more deer back there, and CWD
killed those deer, too. Once you get
it, you never get rid of it. We don’t
want it in Alabama, and the best
chance to keep it out is to make sure
it never crosses our border.”
Sykes said deer infected with CWD
will exhibit symptoms similar to EHD
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(epizootic hemorrhagic disease) –
lethargic, a need to be around water,
loss of the fear of humans and emaciated bodies. Hunters who see a
deer that has any of those symptoms should contact WFF biologist
Chris Cook at 205-399-5716.
On a more upbeat note, WFF has relaxed some of the regulations that
govern the use of archery equipment
to hunt deer. The minimum draw
weight for bows has been reduced
from 35 to 30 pounds. The restrictions on arrow length, broadhead
weight or blade thickness have been
removed. However, arrows must have
a broadhead with at least two sharpened edges and a minimum cutting
diameter of seven-eighths of an inch.
The revised regulation also states
that crossbows must be equipped
with a working safety and have a
minimum peak tension of 85
pounds at normal draw.
“The technology has improved so
that the kinetic energy and speed
are there to hunt effectively and be
responsible to the resource,” Sykes
said. “Things are a lot different from
when I started bowhunting with an
old Bear Whitetail II. You had to get
that thing up to the highest draw
weight to get the arrow speed
needed.
“These changes are just to make it as
simple as possible and make it easier
for anyone who wants to get into
bowhunting and enjoy the outdoors.
This could apply to anybody. My
neighbor just had rotator cuff surgery,
and he had to dial his bow down to
where he could shoot.”
Speaking of new technology, one air
gun company has produced a model
that uses compressed air to propel
full-length arrows at lethal speeds.
Sykes said those type weapons will
fall under the air gun regulations and
not archery. The air bows will be allowed during the air rifle and muzzleloader season and open gun deer
season. Air guns must be at least 30caliber to hunt deer and are legal during the same seasons as air bows.
Page 9

DEB’S

Delights

by Debra Johnson

Orange Juice Vanilla Wafer Balls

sweet treat for the fall. Orange balls fit in nicely as a
party food for ballgames or
the holidays coming up.

A

Ingredients:
1 6-oz. can frozen
orange juice (thawed)
1 stick butter (softened)
1 box X-10 sugar
1 box crushed vanilla wafers
1 cup chopped nuts

Mix juice, margarine, and sugar in
mixer. Refrigerate 1 hour. Add
nuts and wafers: Roll into balls
and then roll the balls in chopped
pecans. Other options are to roll
the orange balls in powdered
sugar, coconut, or ground
pecans.

Athens Leaf Pickup
DUE TO WEATHER
CONDITIONS THIS
SCHEDULE IS
SUBJECT TO CHANGE
Please DO NOT
mix limbs with leaves.
Leaves WILL NOT
be collected if mixed.
Do not block Traffic
Lanes with Leaves
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Round 1 of
Leaf Collection

Round 2 of
Leaf Collection

Leaf Schedule
October 31 – Nov 10,
2016

Leaf Schedule
November 14 – Dec 9,
2016

Leaf Collection will be
as follows…
If your garbage pickup day is
Tuesday or Wednesday your leaf
collection will be the week of Oct.
31 thru Nov. 4
If your garbage pickup day is
Thursday or Friday your
leaf collection will be
the week of Nov. 7
thru Nov. 10

If your garbage pickup day is Tuesday your leaf collection will be the
week of Nov. 14 thru 18
If your garbage pickup day is
Wednesday your leaf collection will
be the week of Nov. 21 thru 23
If your garbage pickup day is
Thursday your leaf collection
will be the week of Nov. 28 thru
Dec. 2
If your garbage pickup day is Friday
your leaf collection will be the
week of Dec. 5 thru Dec. 9

WEATHER CONDITIONS MAY
AFFECT THE COLLECTION SCHEDULE.
THEVALLEYSTAR.NET
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CONSIGN
W
ORLD
“Something for Everyone”
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Fall Merchandise Arriving Daily
• Name Brand Clothing • Designer Handbags • Jewelry • Shoes
• Home Decor • Furniture • Guitars, Fiddles, Mandolins • Very Upscale

15-75% off
Mondays: Customer Appreciation Day
Tuesdays: Senior Citizens & Military Day
Receive an extra 10% OFF throughout the store

Always great prices, so don't wait, shop and save!
sic Join Us Every 1st & 3rd Saturday of the month
u
M oom for Pickin’ & Singin’ and 4th Saturday for Dulcimers!
R

Lay-a-way Available

661 US Hwy. 72 West • Athens, AL • 256-444-2055 HOURS: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

Blueprints, photos tell story of Limestone icon
ost folks around here would
agree that the most iconic
symbol of Limestone County
– and certainly the image used most
often to promote Athens and Limestone County – is our nearly-centuryold courthouse.
Sitting at the heart of the county
seat, the courthouse and surrounding square have been at the heart of
government, business and community life since the first settlers
chopped down trees to clear the
square and then used the resulting
logs to build the first courthouse
there.
That’s why you have to be careful
when you talk about making changes
to the courthouse. Careers have
been lost and companies bankrupted
over merely renovating it, to say nothing of tearing down an old one to
build a new one in its place.

M

And that’s why we’ve had a few folks
in the Limestone County Archives
lately looking for some very specific
photos of the courthouse. They’ve got
changes to make, and they’re not
going to do it without at least some
semblance of proof that if they could,
Limestone County’s forefathers
would put their stamp of approval on
the plans.
The first photo we’ve tried to track
down has been a depiction of the inside of the courtrooms. The court-

1806 Wilkinson Street
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

rooms have been renovated over the
years, but contractors are trying to
get them back to the way they looked
when they were brand-new, with the
detailing of the early 20th century.
The only problem is that while photos
of the courthouse exterior abound,
taking a photo inside has never been
that easy. We’ve had to make do with
a handful of photos from earlier renovations, and copies of the original
1919 blueprints like the image here.
This drawing, available in the
Archives’ collection, depicts a crosssection of the interior of the courthouse. Many other details are
available in these blueprints, from
the dimensions of the clock on the
dome to the type office chairs that
would be used to the layout of the
very courtrooms where renovations
are now planned. Even though the
work didn’t always go according to
plan – for example, the courthouse
steps were built from concrete instead of the intended marble when
the cost of materials skyrocketed during World War I – the blueprints still

provide a priceless look at the way
the courthouse was “supposed” to
be.
The second set of photos we’ve
looked for were images of the courthouse east side; specifically, photos
of the hemlock tree now dropping
limbs on the lawn. We’ve been more
successful at finding those, thanks to
the many events on the east side of
the square that have been chronicled
over the years. Because of those, we
know that the tree was planted
sometime between a 1931 hay rake
auction and the 1936 Athens parade
and celebration of 15 years of TVA
electricity in North Alabama. That
makes the tree old, certainly, but not
necessarily “historic.” Contrary to legend, the tree wasn’t planted by city
founder Robert Beaty, and no Civil
War generals ever surrendered under
its branches.
Because these images and thousands of other photos, documents
and other artifacts are preserved at
the Archives, people who want to find
the truth from decades gone by can
still get it straight from the horse’s
mouth, so to speak, whether they’re
looking for more about a local icon or
simply want to know who their greatgreat-granddaddy was. We always
welcome submissions of photos,
books and documents to add to our
collections. You never know when the
story of your family might help tell the
shared story of our community.

ATTENTION ALL SENIORS!!
Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any
excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”
Page 12

Medicare Part D Open Enrollment begins October 15th
and will last until December 7th, 2016. The Limestone
County Council on Aging provides free counseling sessions
during this period and usually averages seeing 400 or more
clients. These sessions are by appointment only, and appointments may be set beginning this month. Please don’t
delay your call for one of these important sessions. Call
(256) 233-6412 to set your appointment. The counselors are
trained each year on the latest changes and developments
and can offer you updated information about changes in premiums, deductibles, etc.
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

Ghost stories from the past
W

ith Halloween just
around the corner, it reminds me of the scary
stories told by the old folks. When
we were kids on a cool, October
night Papa would build a bon-fire
and sit around it telling tales from
events that had occurred in his
lifetime. Papa Smith didn’t call
the apparitions of the after life
ghosts. He referred to them as
haints. The young folks of the
holler looked forward to this folklore entertainment because there
was no TV or other sources of
fun. When the stories started
rolling off Papa’s tongue, you
could hear a pin drop. Grandma
would always interrupt with her
warning for the weak hearted. I
can still hear her say, “There you
go again telling them old scary
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tales. Them kids will wet the bed
tonight because they will be
afraid to go outside to the outhouse.” Then Grandma would go
back in the house and that was
the last we would hear from her.
One of my favorite stories was the
time my Grandpa was going for
the doctor to attend to a field
hand who had been severely injured while clearing a new
ground. The young lad was using
a mule and a long pole to twist
stumps out of the ground. The
trees had been cut leaving only
the stumps. This young man had
worked hard all morning and was
asking to stop for a lunch break.
As the story goes the lad was told
to pull one more stump and they
would all take a hour lunch
break. This was a big, tough

chestnut stump, and the mule
was struggling, trying to free it
from the ground. The mule was
exerting lots of pressure on the
twist poles when it snapped into
half hitting the young man across
the forehead knocking him unconscious.
After loading the injured boy up in
the wagon, he was carried home,
but you could tell the strike
across the forehead had done
bad damage to his head. The
women folk at the house washed
the injured boy’s face, but he
never regained consciousness.
Papa said the nearest doctor was
Mr. Edmondson at Bethel 8 miles
away. Papa was the one that sent
for the doctor. Papa had a high
spirited mare that could run like
the wind. After keeping the horse
at a good pace for a few minutes,
he soon reached the Gourdsville
Bridge that crossed Shoal Creek.
Papa said, “When the mare left
the bridge we were next to the old
Indian grave yard when things
went crazy. The fleet footed mare
just froze in her tracks. Then I
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saw what looked like a white coffin come from my right, then the
object rose to about 10 feet
crossing the road and disappearing into the cedar thicket that
covered the Indian graveyard.”
This apparition scared the young
mare so badly she bucked off
Papa leaving him in the middle
of the road.
The horse ran off and out of
sight. Papa said, “With no horse
and scared out of his hide, I returned home to find everybody
crying about the young man having passed. He later found out
the death of the young lad was
about the same time he encountered the apparition on the road
to Bethel.
Papa shared that story with me
and friends many times while we
were growing up. Each time he
told it with so much compassion
the hair on your neck would stand
up. I never got tired of hearing
these tales from the past experiences of my ancestors.

Previously published October 25, 2012
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Harvest your own home decor

arm up your home with
this season’s trendiest
looks. Put your personal
touch on your home’s decor with
crafting projects that highlight the
best of fall: copper detail, animal
icons and pumpkins of every color,
including white.

W

Create a seasonal tablescape or
mantel decoration with these Harvest Fall Lanterns created by the
crafting experts at Jo-Ann Fabric
and Craft Stores. The lanterns lend
a coppery sheen to complement
the seasonal hues of the pumpkins and gourds. Place them atop
a swatch of soft plaid for a multitextured look that celebrates the
season indoors.

Harvest Fall Lanterns
Skill level: Beginner
Crafting time: 3-5 hours

Birch Wreath
Skill level: Beginner
Crafting time: 1-2 hours

Supplies and Tools:
2 boxes fall pumpkin
and gourd decorations
1 bottle (2 fluid ounces)
cloud white paint
Black sponge paint brush
2 metal and glass lanterns
Hot glue gun and sticks
Select two pumpkins to paint
white. Paint them and let dry.

Supplies and Tools:

Choose multiple sized pumpkins
and gourds and attach them to the
inside bottom of each lantern with
hot glue to begin building a design.
Add more pumpkins and gourds,
For a unique outdoorsy look, piece and glue them to each other.
together a birch wreath using nat- Insert leaves and berries to accent
ural supplies such as twig stems, pumpkins and fill in any empty
cattail stems and foliage.
spaces.
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Burlap garland
Dark brown raffia
Florist wire (22 or 24 gauge)
Burlap-wrapped wreath
Hot glue gun and glue sticks
Wire cutters
Beige twig stems
Brown floral tape
2 pinecone pick stems
2 onion grass cattail stems

into burlap wreath in desired location. Secure with hot glue.

With wire cutters, cut twigs to
length and tape together with
brown floral tape. Add pinecone
stems to twigs and tape together
with floral tape.

Wrap twig and pinecone stems
with wire and poke wire into
wreath under bow. Use hot glue to
secure.

Add cattails and fall foliage to accent. Attach to wreath in desired
locations with hot glue.

Cover remainder of wreath with
birch rounds using hot glue.

5 fall leaf foliage
5 bags medium birch rounds
Craft bow out of burlap garland
and dark brown raffia. Wrap wire
around middle of bow and poke it
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Find more harvest perfect fall
home decor at joann.com.
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

God in the home

veryone wants God in their
home. Everyone also assumes that God is already
there. We assume that because
we go to church and take our kids
to Bible class that we live in a
Godly home. However, looks can
often be deceiving. Did you know
that most religious denominations only offer about 3-4 hours
of Bible classes and worship at
their buildings during the week?
That means that even if you attend every service for the rest of
your life, you are spending less
than 1% of your life in a church
building. Let me repeat that:
that’s less than 1% of our life
spent in a church building.

E

Just because church and Bible
class attendance is stellar, does
not mean we live in a Godly
home. If we are using attendance
as the bench mark upon which
we measure our family’s spiritual
success, then we are doomed for
failure. I have seen countless
people “attend” services, but
talk, sleep, text, or surf the web
during the sermon. I have seen
countless people “attend” Bible
classes, but never pick up the

homework, memory verses, or
their Bibles throughout the week.
A Godly home does not start at
services or Bible classes. A Godly
home starts in the home. That
means that we are using our
Bibles on more than just Sundays
and Wednesdays. That means we
are singing songs with our kids
throughout the week. That means
we are having daily Bible studies/readings as a family. That
means we are talking about our
Bible classes, memory verses,
etc. on a daily basis.
In Philippians, Paul said, “Finally,
brethren, whatever things are
true, whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever
things are of good report, if there
is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on
these things” (4:8). Can you
imagine what your family life
would be like if you focused on
things that are true, noble, just,
pure, lovely, good, and praiseworthy in your home? If we are going
to “meditate” on these things, it
means we will spend time every

Kevin Harrington
day thinking about and applying
and the Bible in the car on the
these attributes as a family.
way to school? Do you share with
Moses wrote, “Teach them to your your family the importance of
treating others kindly and obeying
children, talking about them
teachers because God wants us
when you sit at home and when
to be obedient and loving?
you walk along the road, when
you lie down and when you get
up” (Deut. 11:19). Moses said
the parents will teach them to
their children at home and all
throughout the day…not just on
Sundays and Wednesdays. Do
you talk to your kids about God at
the breakfast or dinner table?
Does your family talk about Jesus

Is God in your home? Is He a welcomed member of your family? Is
He a normal topic of conversation? Do your kids, grandkids, etc.
know that following and obeying
God is the most important thing?
Invite God into your home…you
won’t be disappointed.

MarionStreet

church of Christ

124 N. Marion Street
256-232-1786

Drucilla’s
Southern Hospitality with Victorian Charm

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10:30 - 2:00 pm • Other Hours with Reservation
300 N Marion St. • Athens, AL 35611 • drucillasrestaurant.com • 256-497-7279

Autumn High Tea
Saturday, Oct 22, 2:00-4:00 PM

Thanksgiving High Tea
Saturday, Nov 19, 2:00-4:00 PM

Christmas High Tea
Sat, Dec 17, 2:00-4:00 PM.
Reservations will be required so that we can
specially prepare just the right amounts of our
sweets and savories. Please call and reserve your
spot for any and all of these.

High Teas • More than 18 Salads Available Daily • Delicious Desserts

Website: www.marionstreet.org
Radio Program:
Sunday Mornings at 10:30 a.m.
on WKAC 1080
Services
Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.
Worship 9:30 a.m.
Bible Class 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday - Bible Class 6:30 p.m.

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

• Salads - Sandwiches - Soups • Private Parties • Meeting Rooms • Special Events • Dinners To Go • Holiday Dinners
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.
Jefferson Street at Green Street
Athens, AL 35611
256-232-1130
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:
• Personal Injury

• Family Law

- Automobile Accidents
- Workman’s Compensation
- 18-Wheeler Accidents
- Products Liability

- Divorce
- Guardianship
- Custody
- Wills and Probate

• Social Security Disability
• General Law
- Litigation
- Corporate and LLC Formations
- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance
- Landlord — Tenant Matters
- Real Property Issues

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

James M. Corder
jcorder@acpbs.com

Mitch Shelly
mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen
zburgreen@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.
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by Flo Doughty

How much exercise is best?

he pace and structure of the
typical American family’s life
makes it difficult to keep
kids physically active. Playing outside and riding bikes are activities being replaced by
smartphones, TV watching and
video game play. Another challenge is the decrease in time
spent in physical education
classes at school. Parents want
to help, but often don’t really
know how much or what kind of
exercise should kids be getting.
This article seeks to give parents
some guidance on what kind of
exercise should be the focus and
how much is recommended for
optimal health and wellness.
While the sports related parts of
physical fitness (agility, balance,
and speed) are important, the
health related parts (aerobic endurance, muscular strength and

T

flexibility) are a good place to
focus.
The National Association for
Sport and Physical Education and

the 2000 Dietary Guidelines for
Americans, recommend young
people accumulate at least 60
minutes per day of moderate to
vigorous physical activity (US De-

partment of Agriculture and US
Department of Health and
Human Services, 2000). The
focus should be on accumulating
these 60 minutes over the course
of each day. Kids sometimes lose
interest in continuous vigorous
exercise. Frequent, three or more,
sessions per day is considered
optimal.
What kind of exercises would
meet this goal? It may not be as
complicated as it sounds! Running and playing tag, taking a
brisk walk as a family in nice
weather, climbing and playing on
playground equipment, swimming, bike riding, flexibility
stretches as family in the morning before breakfast or at night
before bed, all of this counts and
if done as a family can be good
for everyone physically and family
bonds are strengthened, too!

Strickland Shoppers
Paradise
Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone • Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements • Property Clearning

Open 7 days

Monday-Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 10-5
• Cemetery Flowers • Painted Furniture
• Vintage Furniture • Modern Furniture • Guitars
• Jewelry • Glassware, etc

25
EXP
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YEARS

NEED CASH??
WE BUY NICE FURNITURE & COLLECTABLES

Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

256-232-9100
703 Hwy. 31 • Athens, Alabama 35611
(1 block North of Wal-Mart next to Bargain Center)
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HORSE SENSE

by Jim Swanner

#7 Rhythmic Pressure continued

e continue the Pressure
and Release teachings in
this article. In the last article we wrote about asking the
horses’ hind quarters to move
using rhythmic pressure. We will
continue, in this article, using
rhythmic pressure
asking the front
end to move away
from you. As you
begin to ask you
will want the front
Jim Swanner end to move away
from you without
the hindquarters moving. The
front end moving away with the
hindquarters staying put within a
hoola –hoop circle.
You will begin, again, using your
communication stick and string,
holding the string in your hand
with the stick. You begin by standing at the point of the shoulder
which we call the drive line. Any-

W
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thing in front of the drive line
should cause the horse to move

away or back up. Adding pressure
behind the drive line should
cause the horse to move forward,
go sideways or move the
hindquarters away.
So, you stand at the point of the
shoulder, you will begin in this
manner. You will suggest the
horse move its front quarters
away, you will ask the horse, you
will tell the horse and finally you
will promise the horse, it’s going
to move. Always begin at suggest.
Suggest, Ask, Tell, Promise…
Take your time when performing
these communication tasks. Remember you are teaching, not
making. You will always begin at
suggest.
Here is the physical part performed. Standing at the point of
the shoulder, about two to three
feet away, holding your stick and
string in a downward position
bring your body to a tall position
to push your energy toward the
front of the horse, this is Suggesting…. Give the horse four seconds.. next the Ask-you will raise
you stick parallel with the horses’
neck—hold it there four seconds.
If horse doesn’t move away begin
rotating your stick in circles, this
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is the telling, not fast but rhythmic. If horse doesn’t move you
will push stick closer to horses’
nose and will begin to bump the
horses’ nose; this is the Promise.
Remember, when the horse
moves during any of these steps,
you will stop immediately. Always
begin in the beginning. Begin as
light as possible and go to as firm
as necessary. But give the horse
the benefit of the doubt. Watch to
see if the horse is trying to figure
out what it is you are asking of it.
Remember, you are teachingteaching-teaching. The horse
won’t try to do the wrong thing it
will do things to try to figure out
what it is we are asking. We have
to continue until the horse makes
a move in the right direction.
Keep in mind, performing this
task, moving the front end, will
help to set you up as the lead
horse. If you are working with the
ALPHA horse, moving the front
end may be a bit difficult as the
ALPHA horse is usually the one
moving others horses’ front quarters.
As always, if you have questions
about any of these maneuvers
you may call me at 256-8746781 to make an appointment to
come observe what it is I’m
speaking of and to get more precise information. It’s very hard to
put it in words the specifics of
each task.
Next Pressure and Release article will be the backing up from
Rhythmic Pressure and the benefit of it. It’s a CONCEPT not a technique.
Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611
www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through
Communication
256.874.6781
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Oct 14th & 15th, Oct 21st &
22nd, Oct 27th - 31st — Lester
Haunted Hospital Lester Hospital 30338 Lester Road Lester, AL
There’s always a bed waiting for
you at Lester Hospital where no
one will hear you scream. Wander the halls but beware you may
not leave.
Tours start
a 7:00PM
and operate
until
11:00PM
on Friday
and Saturday 7:00PM-12:00AM. Prices:
$10.00 per person. Concession
on site.
Oct 17th — Vietnam Veterans
Spaghetti Lunch/Dinner - Vietnam Veterans Chapter 511 Post
17915 West Elm Street Athens,
AL Join the VVA Chapter 511 for

an all-you-can-eat Spaghetti meal
including salad, garlic bread,
dessert and beverage for $7.00.
Chose lunch from 11:00AM1:00PM or dinner from 5:00PM7:00PM or both!
Oct 18th, Oct 25th— Haunt Walk
Athens-Limestone Visitors Center
100 North Beaty Street Athens,
AL Join the Athens-Limestone
County Tourism Association for
this annual walk through Athens
spooky history. First come, first
served and must be purchased
ahead of time, available 8:00AM
until 4:00PM Mon-Fri. $5.00 per
person. Information: 256-2325411
Oct 18th - 22nd — Athens Storytelling Festival - Downtown
Athens, AL Imagine a crisp fall
weekend spent listening to stories of adventure and excitement... a place where memories
and magic are captured and
spun into tales that make you
laugh and cry. Stories will be told
on the courthouse square in
Athens, Alabama within close

LIMESTONE DRUG

proximity of an eclectic mix of
shops offering a wide variety of
antiques, gifts, gourmet foods,
clothing and hardware. The
courthouse square boasts several warm and inviting restaurants, and food vendors will be
present for good old-fashioned
festival fare. Featured artist include Three on A String, Donald
Davis, Andy Offut Irwin, Michael
Reno Harrell, and. Delores Hydock. Tuesday night will be the
4th Annual Dan Williams Storyteller Night (Amateur Night).
Oct 20th — Senior Lunch Matinee Show Yesterdays Event
Center 15631 Brownferry Road
Athens, AL Join Yesterdays for a
complete lunch including drink
and dessert for $11.00, and entertainment featuring The Cadillacs with your favorite Oldies,
Doo-Wop and Old Country. Doors
open 10:30AM, Event begins
11:00AM and showtime
12:00PM with a show length 6075 minutes. Groups of all size
welcome. Bus parking available.
Cancellation fee may apply. Prereservation required. send reservation email
Oct 21st & 22nd — Doomsday at
Dog Days Dog Days Grounds

30444 Gowan Road, Ardmore,
TN. ASF Haunt invites you to join
them for night of screams and
nightmares.
Wonder the
treacherous
path in 6-acre
Haunted
Woods, as
creatures
stalk you and
terrorize you. Cost $16.00 per
person. Group booking: 256606-0141.
Oct 22nd - 23rd — Rails to Trails
Fall Color Ride or Walk - Elkmont, AL Come to Elkmont, AL
and enjoy all the beautiful fall
colors by horseback, bicycle or
foot. For more information about
the event call 256-732-4211.
Oct 22nd — VMC Racing Frames
National Dirt Track Series - Limestone County Sheriff’s Rodeo
Arena AL-99 Athens, AL Tennessee Valley Flat Trackers host
the VMC Specialty Frames national dirt track series as it
comes to Athens, AL. Gates open:
1:00PM; Sign-up: 3:00PM5:00PM; Practice: 5:30PM; Race
to follow Gate Fee: $10.00; Kids
6 and Under: Free. Camping
Available.

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY ONLY $1
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM • SUNDAY 9AM-5PM
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256-232-3811

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

October 14, 2016

CALL ONE OF OUR AGENTS TODAY!
NEW LISTING!!

NEW LISTING!!

NEW LISTING!!

NEW LISTING!!

16544 Becky Street
Athens • $105,000
MLS#1053472

12524 US Why 31 S
Athens • $139,900
MLS#1049640

Curtis Lanet
Clements • $139,900
MLS#1049908

12872 Saint Andrews Dr.
Clements • $395,000
MLS#1053730
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PRICE REDUCED!

19051 Runway Street
Athens • $29,900
MLS#1048551

9131 Stanford Road
Clements • $99,500
MLS#1049109

16365 Cannon Road
West Limestone • $475,000
MLS#1045037

PRICE REDUCED!

22232 Merlot Drive
Athens • $250,000
MLS#1044133

705 Cloverdale Court
Athens • $109,900
MLS#1047724

PRICE REDUCED!

PRICE REDUCED!

13415 Sweet Pea Street
Athens • $229,000
MLS#1043516

21850 Oakland Meadows
Ardmore • $114,00
MLS#1043981

PRICE REDUCED!

PRICE REDUCED!

PENDING!!
305 Wickerberry Way
Athens - $218,000
MLS#1040755

2800 Peninsula Drive
Clements • $393,000
MLS# 1025772

PRICE REDUCED!

POOL!!

Curtis Lane
Clements • $139,900
MLS#1049908

TN River

14160 Hunter Road
East Limestone - $255,000
MLS#1042941

5796 Bay Hill Drive
Clements - $199,000
MLS#1042157

12526 U.S. Why 31 S
Athens • $148,900
MLS#1049640

16158 Oneal Road
14764 Seven Mile Post Road
West Limestone • $144,900
Clements - $79,900
MLS#1043638
MLS#1037121

PRICE REDUCED!

3.9 ACRES!

PRICE REDUCED!
2087 N Looney Road W
Element • $149,900
MLS#1046135

9622 Sgt. Holden Lane
W. Limestone • $315,000
MLS#1047815

25575 Gray Stone Drive
E. Limestone • $224,000
MLS# 1024234

17961 Davis Street
Athens • $198,000
MLS#1016977

Davis Street, Athens • $29,900 • MLS#453244 • 15388 Quinn Road., Athens • $365,000 • MLS#840145
Mary Davis Hollow Road, Athens • $14,800 • MLS#679178 • Artic Lane, Athens • $15,000 • MLS#715274
Huntsville Brownsferry Road, Tanner • $55,000 • MLS#654681 • 25 Bayshore Drive, Athens • $69,000 • MLS#658277
20 County Road 70 • $16,000 • MLS#908717 • 15 Bay Village Drive, Athens • $49,000 • MLS#796657

17358 Sledge Road
Clements • $155,000
MLS#1026688

Commercial
For Sale

RENTALS

12100 Two Rivers Drive
Clements • $1,500 mo.
MLS#1045962

Land & Lots
For Sale
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6122 Bay Village Drive
Clements • $1,500 mo.
MLS#1045968

24362 Sycamore Lane
Elkmont • $10,000
MLS#1039092

12100 Two Rivers Drive
Clements • $1,500 mo.
MLS#1045972

5799 Bay Village Drive
Clements • $1,050 mo.
MLS#1050651

5976 Bay Hill Drive
Clements • $1,500 mo.
MLS#1050249

Tract 7 Cannon Road Tract 6 Cannon Road Tract 2 Cannon Road Tract 1 Cannon Road Tract 4 Fort Hampton Road
Elkmont • $40,000
Elkmont • $71,500
Elkmont • $82,500
Elkmont • $88,000
Elkmont • $165,000
MLS#1044630
MLS#1046678
MLS#1044625
MLS#1044608
MLS#1044621
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727 W. Market Street
Athens • $184,900
MLS#1047831
16031 Parker Road
Athens • $60,000
MLS#1053024

Shinnecock Hills Drive
Athens • $130,000
MLS#1053216
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