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If you live in North Alabama it is a
commonly known fact that Lime-
stone County is a community

known for tradition, service,
achievement, and vision.

The Limestone Farmers Coopera-
tive located in Athens is a large
contributor and is a true testament
to this reputation that will hope-

fully live on for many generations
to come.

Established in 1932, the founders
of Limestone Farmers Cooperative
had a vision to create a coopera-
tive in order to provide local farm-
ers in Limestone County with
reasonable priced agricultural
products and services. Through vi-

sion and dedication they were able
to achieve their goal and through
generations of hard working dedi-
cated employees the tradition con-
tinues today. Over the past 83
years, Limestone Farmers Cooper-
ative has taken pride in providing
the local community with top qual-
ity products and customer service

that can only be described as true
southern hospitality.

Now in 2015, Limestone Farmers
Cooperative is still providing
quality products and services to
our local farmers, but also
has expanded to keep up with the

continued on page 5

The Farmers CO-OP: Serving Limestone County 83 Years

Limestone Farmers Cooperative employees Debbie Ledbetter and Darryl Brock behind the counter at the U.S. 31 South business in Athens.

The local Cooperative has been serving Limestone County for the past 83 years.
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Jul 10th & 11th — Jul 23rd, 24th &
25th   Jul 30th, 31st & Aug 1st   Athens
Lions Club Kiddie Carnival -Kiddie Car-
nival Grounds 309 East Forrest Street
Athens, AL   Bring the little ones for a
night of rides - Scrambler, Roller
Coaster, Train, Swings, Carousel, Ferris
Wheeler, and Rocket Ships - from
6:30PM-9:30PM.  Big kids and adults
can enjoy bingo under the pavilion.
Concessions available - hamburgers,
hot dogs, chicken sandwich, french
fries, cokes, cotton candy, Dip-n-Dots
and funnel cakes.  Rides are 1 ticket
each; tickets are $0.50 each.
www.athensal.lionwap.org

Jul 11th — 9th Annual Boat Party
3:00 p.m. until ???

Jul 16th — 10th Annual Cruz-In Ard-
more Sonic Drive-In 26909 Main Street
Ardmore, AL  Join the Ardmore Boys and
Girls Club from 6:00PM-8:00PM and
share the nostalgia of yesterday.  Bring
your unique collectible car or truck.  No
Fee. No Judging. Donations appreciated. 

Jul 17th — Blue Handel Band   Hickory
Barn BBQ 12250 U.S. Highway 72,

Athens, AL  Come early and get a good
seat and good bbq and good music mix
of Blues, Rock and Soul with Blue Han-
del Band.  Information: 256-729-9600

Jul 18th — 4th Annual Sam Gibbons
Walking Horse Show Limestone Sher-
iff’s Arena Alabama Highway 99,
Athens, AL   Join the Alabama Veterans
Museum and Archives for their annual
fundraiser benefitting the expansion of
the museum.   For more information
contact the Veterans Museum at 256-
771-7578.

Jul 18th — CASA Mud Volleyball 2015
Athens Swan Creek Park 100 U.S. 31,
Athens, AL  Up to 100 teams come to
sling a little mud and have a little fun as
they raise funds for CASA starting at
9:00AM.
For information or individual/team reg-

istration:www.active.com/athens-
al/volleyball/casa-mud-volleyball-2015

?cmp=39-28

Jul 22nd — Senior Rehab & Recovery
Center Swamp Johns Dinner Senior
Rehab and Recovery Center 1600 West
Hobbs Street, Athens, AL  Enjoy dinner

from 3:00PM-6:00PM with a selection
of Shrimp, Fish and Chicken plus all the
sides.  Eat in or carryout.  Plates are
$10.00.  Proceeds to benefit Limestone
Co. Council on Aging.

Jul 24th  — Singing in the Park Big
Spring Memorial Park Intersection of
Beaty and Market Street, Athens, AL
Rain Location:  Emmanuel Baptist
Church 1917 U.S. Highway 72 Athens,
AL.   Join sponsor Champion Chevrolet
of Athens for an evening of music in the
park at 6:00PM with this month’s fea-
tured artist - Matt Prater for two hours
of music. Free.  For more information:
256-232-5411  

Jul 25th — Ardmore Crape Myrtle Festi-
val Pageant Details to come.

Jul 27th - 28th — Athens-Limestone
County Homebuilders Parade of
Homes TBA  Visit select homes during
the annual event showcasing builders,
homes, ammenities and the Limestone
County community.  For more informa-
tion or to view the map:  www.athensal-
abamahomebuilders.com/parade.html

Jul 31st- Aug 1st — Tanner Champi-
onship Tractor and Truck Pull Tanner
High School 12060 Sommers Road
Athens, AL  Come to the Southeast pre-
mier pulling event at 7:00PM organized
by the Tanner Quarterback Club. Tickets
at the gate — Adult: $15.00; Children 7
& Up $10.00; Children 6 & Under: Free
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Th
eFloor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring

Come by The Floor Gallery

Athens and Limestone County
lost an icon last week with
the passing of Dan Williams.

Williams, who served as the city’s
mayor from 1992 until his election
to the State House in 2010, was
diagnosed by doctors in February
with leukemia. He was 73.

“Dan spent his lifetime serving this
community,” said Mayor Ronnie
Marks, who served with Williams
in city government and in the Na-
tional Guard. “Dan was popular
throughout this community. We will
all miss not only his service to the
community but his friendship. We
will miss his humor, his laugh, his
stories, his gift of singing, and so
many other traits that made him a
friend.”

Williams served on the Athens City
Board of Education from 1979 to
1984. He was elected to the
Athens City Council in 1984 and
served on the council until voters
elected him mayor in 1992. He
was the first Republican elected to
the District 5 seat in Limestone
County for the State House of Rep-

resentatives.

Williams served 26 years in the Al-
abama National Guard and
worked for 25 years as a supervi-
sor for the State of Alabama De-
partment of Human Resources.

During his tenure as mayor he
worked with the Greater Lime-
stone County Chamber of Com-
merce, Limestone Industrial
Development Association, Council
on Aging and with many other en-
tities.

As state representative, he contin-

ued to support the City of Athens.
Most recently, he joined other
members of the Legislative Dele-
gation to provide a TVA-in-lieu of
tax grant to fund supplies for High
Cotton Arts, non-profit art incuba-
tor for downtown Athens. He also
provided TVA-in-lieu of tax grants
for equipment for the Athens Po-
lice Department and Athens Fire
and Rescue. One of those grants
allowed Athens Police to become

one of the first in this area to pro-
vide body cameras for officers.

“Dan has a strong family whose
members will be there for each
other during this time, but they
also need our thoughts and
prayers,” Marks said. “I want his
family to know how much he was
loved and will be missed by this
City of Athens family. We appreci-
ate Dan’s service to Athens and its
citizens.”

Rep. Dan Williams with Mayor Ronnie Marks, Athens Fire and Rescue,
Athens Recreation and Sen. Bill Holtzclaw during a grant presentation to
our city to fund defibrillators.

Athens mourning the loss of Rep. Dan Williams
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Limestone Cooperative continued from page 1
changing times and the addition of
many new products and services
to meet the needs of members of
the entire community. Limestone
Farmers Cooperative is proud to
have contributed to Limestone
County’s history and now looks for-
ward to being part of its future.

“We have a full line of pet supplies,
and recently expanded our poultry
section for all of our new cus-
tomers with “backyard” flocks,”
said Farmers Cooperative
spokesperson Amy Wright. “A com-
monly asked question we receive

is “Do you have to be a member to
shop here? The answer is simply
“no” because we are open to the
public and welcome anyone and
everyone who would like to come
by and check us out.”

John Curtis is the general manager
of the Limestone County Co-op.
Blair Shook is the store manager.

The Farmers Co-op in Limestone
County is located on U.S. 31 South
just south of the Sanderfer Road
intersection.

If you have a question just give
them a call at 256-232-5500.

StricklandStrickland
Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone • Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements • Property Clearning

Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857
Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

25
YEARS

EXP
25

YEARS

EXP

1910 Hwy 31 South • Athens, AL 35611

(256) 232-5500
HOURS:

Mon. - Fri. 7am-5pm • Sat. 7am-Noon



"No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

205 West Washington Street • P.O. Box 1061

Athens, Alabama 35612

256.233.3377 Phone • 256.233.3232 Fax

kavalls@bellsouth.net

JUST 3 MILES NORTH OF ATHENS

We provide service on most all small engine repair. 
Lawn mowers chain saws, generators, to name a few.

21526 AL Hwy 127
Elkmont, AL 35620

256-233-0101
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Fiberglass
Hand Shovel

$6.99

DeWalt 7 1/4 15A Circular Saw
$94.99

8’ T-1A Fiberglass
Stepladder
$99.99

6’ T-1A Fiberglass
Stepladder
$69.99

15” Lopper/Pruner Combo
$8.99

1”x25’ Stanley
Yellow Tape Rule

$5.99

While Supplies Last

17616 U.S. Hwy 72 • (256) 232-3498
Monday thru Friday 7:00am-5:00pm

Saturday 7:00am-4:00pm
collinssupply.doitbest.com

July Sale Items



July 10, 2015 the valley star Page 7

Six new members were re-
cently inducted  into the
Limestone County Sports

Hall of Fame.

The 2015 class is comprised of
three football players, two basket-
ball players and a former wrestling
coach. The banquet honoring this
year’s inductees was held at the
Limestone County Event Center.  

The Limestone County Sports Hall
of Fame was organized in 2003 to
recognize deserving individuals in
sports.

The 2015 Limestone County class
is as follows:

Billy Don Anderson
Anderson played football and bas-
ketball at Athens High School from
1951-54. He later played football
at the University of North Alabama
(UNA) and was three-year starter
at guard for the Lions. Anderson is
a member of UNA’s Athletic Hall of
Fame.

Teneka Burrell
Burrell was a first-team All-State
basketball player for the Athens
High School Golden Eagles. She

was a three-time selection to the
state All- Tournament team. She
played two years at Kilgore Junior
College and earned All-State hon-
ors and finished her basketball ca-
reer at Middle Tennessee State
University garnering numerous
Ohio Valley Conference honors.

Daryle Qualls
Qualls was a longtime successful

wrestling coach at Athens High
School who posted an overall
record of 732-217. Qualls pro-
duced 31 individual state champi-
ons and five All-Americans during
his 18 years as wrestling coach.
His teams claimed six state cham-
pionships.

Johnny Orr
Orr was a three-year letterman in

basketball and football for Athens
High School. He was named to the
All-State team in basketball. Orr
played basketball at Union Univer-
sity in Tennessee where he earned
All-Conference honors.

Zeke Parker
Parker was a letter winner in four
sports (football, basketball, track
and tennis) at Athens High School.
He earned All-State honors in foot-
ball and won two state sprint titles
in track. He played football at the
University of Louisville where he
was an All-Conference performer
at wide receiver for the Cardinals.

Ben Wiley
Wiley was a standout on the Elk-
mont Red Devils basketball team.
He was later named Alabama Jun-
ior College Player of the Year at
Southern Union Community Col-
lege. He played one season at the
University of Tennessee-Chat-
tanooga before finishing his career
at Athens State. He helped the
Bears advance to the Elite Eight of
the NAIA National Tournament in
1991.

Six new members inducted into Limestone Hall of Fame



The Autism Benefit Bass Tour-
nament was held on June
20, 2015 at Ingalls Harbor.

This was the 4th annual event
and is held each year to help fam-
ilies with  children with autism. 

The support provided from the
Riley Center in Huntsville makes
the event possible. I urge local
anglers to participate in this tour-
nament next year. It provides help
to so many people, but also has
good pay back to the fishermen

who place in the
tournament.

Weather was a lit-
tle hot on tourna-
ment day, but that
didn’t keep the
bass from biting.
My partner, Jerry

Lawler, and I knew with the water
temperature in the low 90’s the
early morning bite was critical.
We had a 20 mile run ahead of
us to reach our starting spot. The
hot water temperature had
pushed the fish we were targeting
20 to 25 feet deep.

Having an early draw, we arrived
at our fishing hole before the sun
got very high. Rubber jigs and
plastic worms were the primary
bait the bass were eating on this
day.

Lawler made a couple of casts
and said, “Get the net, this is a
good one!” The fish made a cou-
ple of strong runs, then popped
to the top and I slid the next
under the 4 ponder.   Before I
could get the fish in the live well,
Jerry had another bass on the
line.

The fish were in a feeding frenzy
which was over by 8:30 am. We
had five fish that were pushing a
twenty pound bag in the well. The
bite slowed completely by 9 a.m.
Now, we had the job of keeping
the fish alive until weigh in time.
Running the aerator non-stop and
keeping the live well water cool
with ice helped. A dead fish had a

one pound penalty. All our efforts
were committed to keeping the
catch alive.

The wind had gotten up and
made for quite a rough ride back
to Ingalls. Some good bags of fish
were making it to the scales. Fish
were being returned back to the

water as fast as possible. This
was a well run tournament and I
plan on fishing it again next year.

This fishing event provided some
good fishing competition for us
local anglers, and also the entree
fees served to help others.

Thanks to Mark Bradshaw and
the volunteers who made this
tournament possible. Fishermen,
make plans to fish this event next
year. 

OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Autism Benefit Bass Tournament
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Danny
Johnson

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL         COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com

Danny Johnson with a Wheeler Lake

hot weather bass.

First place winners Grant Hopson & Wes Ward with a 23.66 pound catch.

Winners of the tournament
were as follows:

First Place
Grant Hopson & Wes Ward

Second Place
Leon Brewington & Nathan Ragasa

Third Place
Jerry Lawler & Danny Johnson

Fourth Place
Kenny Terry & Samuel Wilhite

Fifth Place
Jacob & Jimmy McNairy
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SCHOOL BELLS by Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnson

Patience Dameron, an Athens
Intermediate School student
won this year’s State con-

test for the Missing Children’s
Day poster.  She was recognized
in Montgomery in May.  This is
the 3rd consecutive year that
Athens Intermediate School has
had a state winner for this con-
test.  Last year, Dawson Mack,
from Athens Intermediate School
won this contest at the state level
as well as the national level. 

In 1983, President Ronald Rea-
gan proclaimed May 25 as Na-
tional Missing Children’s Day.
Each year, the Department of Jus-
tice (DOJ) commemorates Miss-
ing Children’s Day with a
ceremony honoring the heroic
and exemplary efforts of agen-
cies, organizations, and individu-
als to protect children.  Missing
Children’s Day is dedicated to en-
couraging parents, guardians,
caregivers, and others concerned

with the well-being of children to
make child safety a priority. It
serves as a reminder to continue
our efforts to reunite missing chil-
dren with their families and an
occasion to honor those dedi-
cated to this noble cause.

With an annual theme of “Bringing
Our Missing Children Home”, the
Missing Children’s Day poster con-
test provides teachers with tools to
educate children and parents
about safety and initiate conversa-
tions regarding prevention.

Congratulations to Patience for
winning this contest at the state
level.  Her poster was chosen the
winner from over 100 entries.
The National winner of the 2015
poster contest was Sydney Kekel
from City School in Grand Blanc,
Michigan.

Local student wins
Alabama State
art contest

Patience Dameron receiving her award in Montgomery with art teacher

Debra Johnson, State Superintendent Dr. Bice, District Board Member Mary

Scott Hunter, and family members.

CONSIGN WORLD

Music

Room
Join Us Every 1st & 3rd Saturday of  the month

for Pickin’ & Singin’ and 4th Saturday for Dulcimers!

Mondays: Customer Appreciation Day
Tuesdays: Senior Citizens Day

Receive an extra 10% OFF throughout the store

Lay-a-way Available
661 US Hwy. 72 West • Athens, AL • 256-444-2055 

HOURS: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

“Something for Everyone”

At Consign World
you will find

bargain prices on a
great selection
of very upscale

items…

Hot
JULY Sale!

15%-75% off
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The 24th Annual Athens State
University Alumni Golf Classic
was held on  Thursday, May

14th at Canebrake Club in Athens.
Over $15,000 was raised and will
go directly to scholarships for 2015-
2016. 

First place went to Allen Brown,
Michael Mobley, Brooks Friday and
Brad Dahlke; second place was JJ
Donahue, Oliver Carlota and Paul
Crowell; and third place was Barry
Devine, John Blenkinsopp, David
Martin and Jarrod Harrison. The
Longest Drive prizes went to Oliver
Carlota, Mike Watts and Jarrod Har-
rison. Closest to the pin was Robert
Pitman, Casey Thomas, Mike Watts
and Paul Crowell who took home
$50 Osborne’s Gift Cards .

Greenbrier Restaurant and Jerry
Evans donated the lunch, Pepsi of
Decatur donated the beverages,
Port of Huntsville donated a $500
travel voucher, and McClary Ford
covered the hole-in-one prize of a

2015 Ford Mustang. The 2014-
2015 Golf Scholarship recipients

were on hand helping out at the
tournament as part of their schol-

arship commitment.

Athens State Golf Classic raises
$15,000 for 2015-2016 Scholarships

Left to right: 2014-2015 Golf Scholarship Recipients Jarrod Hardy, Alyssa Schultz, Georgiana Lamar, Katie Roberts,

Ali Partlow, Kelsey Cooper, Kelton Riley and Jasmin Malone.
Photo courtesy of Janet Newman Smith.
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTYYEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

The mid-century summer was
hot, but in Athens and Lime-
stone County, folks had a

cool reason to celebrate: The en-
tire Tennessee Valley was coming
to town to celebrate 15 years of
electricity with the Tennessee Val-

ley Authority. 

As Athens was the
first city in Ala-
bama to contract
with TVA for elec-
tric power (just 30
days behind the
first city in the

country, Tupelo, MS), and it was
smack dab in the middle of TVA
service area, Athens was tapped
to host the big parade and cele-
bration, June 1, 1949. 

In recent weeks, a special item
has made its way into the Lime-
stone County Archives: The origi-
nal, 25-cent, 24-page booklet
that was published for the cele-
bration. Titled “Moving Forward
with Athens and Limestone
County,” the booklet provides a
snapshot of life in Limestone
County 15 years into this relation-
ship with TVA. It includes literal
snapshots of government build-
ings, houses, churches, and
schools, as well as facts about
Athens and Limestone County.
Here are some of the things that
were deemed worth recording
about the community in 1949:

• TVA power began flowing in
Athens on June 1, 1934. At that
time, the electric plant was val-
ued at $72,608 and served
about 1,000 customers on less
than 100 miles of line.

• By 1949, the Athens electric
distribution system was worth
$1.2 million and served more
than 6,000 customers on 750
miles of line. It paid $25,000 a
year in tax equivalent to the city.

• On March 22, 1819, the people
of Limestone County made
Athens the county seat by a one-
vote margin. On March 22, 1934,

the county made TVA the electric
power provider… with only one
dissenting vote. That vote came
from man who got confused and
thought he was voting against the
other company.

• The cost of electric power had
dropped from 7 cents per kilowatt
hour before TVA to 1.3 cents.

• Athens population was about
6,000; Limestone County,
40,000. 

• There were about 4,400 farms
in Limestone County, encompass-
ing about 220,000 of the
county’s 348,800 total acreage.
There were about 1,750
landowners.

• Transportation options in-
cluded Highways 31 and 72, the
Tennessee River, L&N Railroad,
and the Greyhound and Capital
Bus Lines. Pryor Airport was soon
to be equipped to handle com-
mercial flights.

• Athens had 25 miles of paved
streets. Limestone County had
1,000 miles of roads, of which
150 miles were paved, and state
roads added another 65 paved
miles.

• Athens had “two good weekly
newspapers” and North Al-
abama’s newest radio station.

• The two stockyards in Athens
both did “a large amount of busi-
ness.” The county had 6,671
hogs and 4,775 cows.

• Limestone County had pro-
duced $10 million in cotton that
year. The county had 54 Grade
“A” dairies and 1,100 Grade “B”
dairies, producing $1 million in
milk annually, and 83 commercial
broiler hen growers and 23 com-
mercial egg producers.

The entire “Moving Forward”
booklet has now been digitized,
so to take a look or to order
copies of the entire book or par-
ticular photos, come by the Lime-
stone County Archives. 

Web: www.limestonearchives.com

Looking back at moving forward

Rebekah
Davis

Photo above: Parade in 1949 celebrating 15 years of TVA power.

Photo below: Cover of the booklet that was published for the celebration.



Summertime jobs in the
holler consist of hard work.
The hay crop was good this

year with the abundance of
spring rains. Farmers were always
looking for good, dependable
hired help in the hay fields. 

The hay business
has changed from
the days of old.
Grandpa told sto-
ries of cutting hay
with a mule drawn
mower, loading it

on a wagon with pitchforks and
carrying it to a stationary bailer
powered by a steam engine. The
steam-powered bailer would pack
the hay in square bails and se-
cure the bail with wire. Grandpa
would say, “Hard work never hurt
anybody.”

The method used today involves
cutting the hay and taking the
hay bailer to piles of fresh cut
straw. Hay bailers engulf the hay
and spit out bales of hay in a few
seconds. Hay workers walk be-
hind the bailer and load the fresh
bailed hay on a flat bed trailer.
The bales weigh between 40 to
65 pounds depending on the type
grass being cut. When the trailer
gets fully loaded the boys would
take it to the barn and unload the
fresh bailed hay into the loft of
the barn. In the summer time one
can imagine how hot the temper-
ature in the barn loft could reach.
The tin roof absorbed the suns
rays and made the heat almost
unbearable. 

We had 2 teams of workers and
would rotate loading the barn du-
ties. Picking up the hay bales in
the field wasn’t too bad.  Usually
a breeze was blowing that
helped. Starting around 6am in
the morning helped beat the heat
also. You had to keep a keen eye
open for snakes getting bailed
into the straw. The bailing didn’t
kill the snake, and they would
strike your hand if they got a
chance. Copperheads were the

most common snakes found in a
bail, but occasionally, a timber
rattler would turn up in fields
around the flat woods near
Lester.  

Hay haulers made sure to have a
good pair of leather gloves and a
jug of water nearby. We got paid
by how many bails we got in the
barn each day. If rainy weather
was forecast, we would work to
late in the day getting every bail
hauled. If hay bails got wet, that
would spoil them. 

The hay fieldwork was hard work,
but it made men out of us that
weren’t afraid of a good day’s
work. 

We always knew in a few weeks
the hot, hard work would be a
thing of the past. With crops laid
there wasn’t much work available
in the mid to late summer. 

After a hot day of working in the
hay field, a dip in the waters of
Shoal Creek sure was refreshing.
This cooled us down and also
washed the hay trash off us. 

UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES by Uncle Bondeeby Uncle Bondee

Uncle Bondee
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Hard work never hurt anybody

HOURS: 10:30 am - 2:00 pm

Monday - Friday

Our lunch menu now includes at

least 8 vegetable dishes daily.

300 N Marion St. Athens, AL 35611 • 256-497-7279

Several Options Available
Refreshments include:

Party Sandwiches
Biscuits/Scones/Muffins

Sweet Desserts
Berries & Cream

Your Choice of 3 Types of Tea

Drucilla’s High Tea

Afternoon High Tea

held on any

Tuesday, Thursday or Friday

3:30-5:30 pm

Call to schedule

yours today!

Minimum of 4

Drucilla’s 

For information on advertising
256-431-5498, 256-874-7571 or 256-777-1425

A turn of the century steam engine powering a hay baler.

THE VALLEY

STAR
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The Athens Lions Club Kiddie
Carnival will be open every
Thursday, Friday & Saturday

night June 25th-August 1st
(Closed July 4th) from 6:30 pm-
9:30 pm.

We have rides for kids along with
great concessions and bingo! The
rides are: small Ferris wheel,

rocket ships, small swings,
carousel, cars, train, roller coaster,
parachutes, large swings and the
scrambler.

Concessions available include
hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken
sandwiches, French fries and
cokes. Also available are the crowd
favorites of cotton candy, Dippin

Dots and funnel cakes. Our con-
cessions are very reasonably
priced and each of the rides is just
one ticket, which is 50 cents, with
free admission. 

The Kiddie Carnival has provided
family fun for kids and their fami-
lies for several generations.  The
Athens Lions Club Kiddie Carnival

is located in Athens at 309 E For-
rest Street, across from Athens
Middle School.

More information is available at
our website:

http://e-
clubhouse.org/sites/athensal/
or our Facebook page: Athens

Lions Club Kiddie Carnival. 

Much anticipated yearly tradition in Athens is open

do you get the propane service you deserve??
If not, call

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS at 256-230-3600

or FERGUSON L.P. GAS at 256-423-3320

Offering great service and fair prices,
with professional personnel!

If you are a pre-pay customer of theirs, you can count on
them to honor your pre-buy price no matter how high the

price of gas goes and they are the only company that kept
pumping to their customers during the shortage.

we are available to
our customers 24/7 - 365 days a year

LOCAL PEOPLES GAS
19650 CROSS KEY RD.

ATHENS, AL 35614
256-230-3600

FERGUSON L.P. GAS
27650 PINEDALE ROAD
ARDMORE, AL 35739

256-423-3320

LIMESTONE DRUG

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY ONLY $1

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM • SUNDAY 9AM-5PM

256-232-3811

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE



SEARCHING FOR TRUTH by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christby Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ
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Recently we celebrated the
fourth of July. It’s typically a
day where we take off work,

fire up the grill, and shoot off
some fireworks. Very rarely do we
think about what the day actually
means. Over two hundred years
ago, our founding fathers signed
the Declaration of Independence
stating that the thirteen colonies
would become the United States
of America. On July 4, 1776, we
became free from the rule of
Great Britain. Over the short his-
tory of our great nation, there
have been many people who have
fought and died to keep our free-
dom. It’s not unusual to read
bumper stickers that say, “Free-
dom Isn’t Free” or “Your freedom
has been paid by a Veteran”.
Even though we live in an ever-
changing society, I am so thank-
ful that I live where I do and have

the freedoms I do. But, what I’m
even more thankful for is the
freedom we have through Jesus
Christ.

Paul said in Romans chapter six
that before we came to know
Jesus, we were slaves to sin. That
means that we were living lives of
sin and we didn’t know any bet-
ter. Before Jesus, we didn’t think
that certain things were right or
wrong. Yet, when we are baptized
in Christ Jesus, Paul says, “having
been set free from sin, and hav-
ing become slaves of God, you
have your fruit to holiness, and
the end, everlasting life” (Rom.
6:22). Paul also said, “do you not
know that as many of us as were
baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death? There-
fore we were buried with Him
through baptism into death, that
just as Christ was raised from the

dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in
newness of life” (Rom. 6:3-4). 

One of the greatest blessings we
have been given is the ability to
be freed from our sins. Paul tells
us that baptism is a symbol of
what Christ did for us. Just as
Christ died and raised from the
dead, we can do the same thing
through baptism. We die to sin
when we are buried under the
water and we rise up in newness
of life, just like Jesus rose from
the grave. At that moment, God
takes away our sin. We are no
longer slaves to sin, but we have
freedom through the death of
Jesus Christ. 

We take one day out of the year
to celebrate our freedom in Amer-
ica. We honor our veterans that

fight for our freedom and give
their lives so we can continue to
enjoy the freedoms in this coun-
try. If we do it for our country, why
don’t more people do it for the
Savior who gave them freedom
from sin? Freedom from sin
means we have eternal life in
heaven. Isn’t that worth celebrat-
ing? Isn’t that worth remember-
ing? Isn’t that worth being
thankful for? 

I am thankful for the freedoms I
have in this country, but I am
even more thankful for the free-
dom I have through Jesus Christ.
Without Him I would be a slave to
sin. But because of his death,
burial and resurrection, I can live
in holiness and have everlasting
life.

MarionStreet
church of Christ

124 N. Marion Street

256-232-1786

Website: www.marionstreet.org

Radio Program:

Sunday Mornings at 10:30 a.m.

on WKAC  1080

Services

Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.

Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Class  5:00 p.m.

Wednesday - Bible Class  6:30 p.m.

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington

Finding Freedom

Kevin Harrington
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

FREE
CONSULTATIONS

So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

Jefferson Street at Green Street

Athens, AL 35611

256-232-1130

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• Personal Injury
- Automobile Accidents

- Workman’s Compensation

- 18-Wheeler Accidents

- Products Liability

• Social Security Disability

• General Law
- Litigation

- Corporate and LLC Formations

- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance

- Landlord — Tenant Matters

- Real Property Issues

• Family Law
- Divorce

- Guardianship

- Custody

- Wills and Probate

James M. Corder

jcorder@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

Mitch Shelly

mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen

zburgreen@acpbs.com



DEB’S  Delights by Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnsonby Debra Johnson

Strawberry Spinach Salad
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Ingredients:

1 bunch fresh spinach, washed

1 cup sliced fresh strawberries

1/2 cup crumbled Gorgonzola
cheese

1/2 cup raw pecans
(some people like them toasted)

Dressing

1 tablespoon poppy seeds

1 cup white sugar

1/2 cup olive oil

1/4 cup distilled white vinegar

1/2 teaspoon
Worcestershire sauce

Directions

In a medium bowl, whisk together
the poppy seeds, sugar, olive oil,
vinegar, and Worcestershire

sauce. Cover, and chill for one
hour. In a large bowl, combine the

spinach, strawberries, pecans 
and cheese. Pour dressing over

salad, and toss. Refrigerate 10 to
15 minutes before serving.

We are offering you
BIG SAVINGS NOW!!

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU.
Hwy. 72 in Athens, across from Walmart • 256-771-2990

Hwy. 72 in Madison across the street from
the new Hobby Lobby • 256-536-8008

Mon-Fri  9:00am–6:00pm
Sat  9:00am–1:00pm • Sun Closed

valleypoolsofmadison.com

With Summer getting closer, this would be the time to start thinking
about that  NEW POOL, NEW POOL LINER, or convert to SALT WATER
and we're here to JUMP START your swimming experience. Maybe you
were thinking about replacing your liner, going ahead with a salt sys-
tem, upgrading your cleaner, or filtration system, or sand change.

We also have great Deals to offer
with a purchase of a NEW POOL

or just a purchase of  NEW POOL LINER !!
Come see Kayla for more details — We want to help you start

early and save money! Remember FREE water testing and
20% off every Thursday and 2 locations to serve you.  



by Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughtyby Flo Doughty
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It’s summertime and there is no
school and no homework so
this is a great time to work on

forming some healthy habits that
can continue once our schedules
heat up after school starts back.
It can be overwhelming to try to
figure out where to start and how
to do that in way that seems
manageable. This article will give
you some tips on ways to get
started! No one ever regrets get-
ting healthy habits!

One important thing is to set a
small obtainable goal. In my
Savvy Kids Fitness class I ask the
kids to set a goal for the coming
week. Sometimes they may have
a goal to “eat more vegetables”.
Some get very specific and say, “I
want to eat some green veggies
this week.” If you know eating
veggies is a rare thing in your

family, start there. But, make it
obtainable and fun if you can. If
your family hates veggies think of
ways to hid them in food they al-
ready eat or would be more will-
ing to eat. I wrap raw spinach
around mandarin oranges and
put a toothpick through it and my
teenager will eat tons of them.

The sweet fruit disguises the
taste of the spinach but he is eat-
ing vitamin rich spinach and that
makes me happy! He doesn’t
complain because the flavor is
good. It’s a win-win and that’s al-
ways good! Sometimes you can
sneak carrots, spinach, kale or
other veggies into spaghetti
sauce or brownie mix. My Savvy
Kids love smoothies with spinach,
kale, beets, blueberries, straw-
berries and pineapple juice. Lots
of ways to disguise healthy food!

Plan ahead, spend an evening
with your family discussing what

your family goal for healthier liv-
ing will be and get input from
each family member. Work to-
gether to find an activity everyone
can agree on to do together. It
may be playing badminton in the
yard, walking three times a week
as a family, riding bikes, playing
wiffle ball, kickball, freeze tag,
any number of things that can get
family members moving together
and making memories. I’m
amazed sometimes at the conver-
sations we have when we go walk-
ing as a family. Get away from the
“screens”: tv screens, computer
screens, smartphone screens and
spend some time making memo-
ries and playing games as a fam-
ily! You never regret time spent
face to face being active and
healthy with your family!

Helping kids get healthy this summer

Specializing in Residential & Commercial
Tree Removal & Trimming

We Work With Your Insurance Company
On Storm Related Damage

Soil Conditioner Available

Dangerous Tree Removal • Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing • Licensed & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

Mobile 256-759-3317

www.eagerbeaverstreeservice.com

256-772-8009

Mention this ad
for a

10% discount

Mention this ad
for a

10% discount

Gracie Carter plays wiffle ball in

Savvy Kids Fitness class.
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If you have had horses, been
around horses or just enjoyed
watching horses, you’ve proba-

bly heard the term ‘Natural
Horsemanship’. The term Natural

horsemanship,
what it means to
me is, being with
horses, handling
horses, teaching
horses using their
nature, not ours.

The term Natural Horseman is
usually associated to the western
horsemanship side of horses.

Well, it’s way more than that.
Handling a horse and teaching a
horse according to their nature is
the foundation for all disciplines
in horsemanship. Whether it is
Dressage, Hunter Jumper, Rein-
ing, Western Pleasure, Western or
Cowboy Dressage, Trail Riding
Competitions or Trail Riding,  it
would benefit you and your horse

to look into it.

It is a ‘Trust and Relationship’
first based program. We have
come a long way from the ride
the buck out of them kind of
horsemanship. That’s actually not
horsemanship, that’s more to-
ward the gunsel side of things.
Oh, what’s a gunsel? A gunsel is
someone handling or riding a
horse that thinks they know
everything and is going to make
the horse do.

So, if you are looking to begin
doing some type of eventing or
just simply want to enjoy your
horse, I would suggest looking
into getting a teacher of the Natu-
ral Horsemanship way to help you
begin. It’s not that hard but does
take a little effort to learn. But
once you learn and keep on
learning, the better you and your
horse will get. Even every horse

you come in contact with will be
better.

There are ground skills to learn to
become the horses’ leader. I
highly encourage you to learn
these skills. Also, I encourage you
to learn the different characteris-
tics of the horse so you know how
to apply the ground skill you are
learning. (Note: I have both of
these classes at KIN Stables in
Athens, AL. Interested n learning
more about horses, contact me).

So, Natural Horseman is more
about the horse, learning the
ways of the horse. When teaching
horses we have to think like the
horse but first we must know how
the horse thinks. It is way more
than training. It’s gaining the
trust from your horse and your
horse from you. Then and only
then will you begin to build that
relationship. Once you have that
then your horse will be trying its
best to please you. Yes, they want
to please their leader. So, be-

come your horses’ leader…

If you have questions you may
contact me at
Jim@JimSwanner.com

Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road Athens, AL
35611
www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through
Communication
256.874.6781

Host ‘All About Horses’ radio
WKAC 1080 AM
(Streaming at
www.WKAC1080.com)

Member: Board of Director
Alabama Horse Council

Owner KIN Stables -
Horse Boarding Facility
Speaker, Writer, Clinician
Horsemanship Sessions
Riding Lessons

Personal page...
www.facebook.com/jim.swanner.9 

Professional Page... 
www.facebook.com/JimSwanner

HORSE SENSEHORSE SENSEHORSE SENSE by Jim Swannerby Jim Swannerby Jim Swanner
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Jim Swanner

What is it all about?

Shoppers
Paradise
Shoppers
Paradise
Shoppers
Paradise

• Cemetery Flowers • Painted Furniture
• Vintage Furniture • Modern Furniture • Guitars

• Jewelry • Glassware, etc

Open 7 days
Monday-Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 10-5

NEED CASH??
WE BUY NICE FURNITURE & COLLECTABLES

256-232-9100
703 Hwy. 31 • Athens, Alabama 35611

(1 block North of Wal-Mart next to Bargain Center)

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any 

excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.

1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

1806 Wilkinson Street 
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
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No matter the Season, we're here for you,

all your Floral and Decorating needs

and Tools too!

14535 US Hwy 72 • Athens • 256-232-6695
HOURS: 9am-5pm Mon-Sat. CLOSED SUNDAY

*ALL PICTURES ARE REPRESENTATIONS ONLY, ACTUAL ITEMS IN STOCK MAY VARY

Limited quantities, more specials throughout the store

J and G would like to thank you for your continued support this year! We really appreciate you business.
We thank you also for supporting all your local small businesses. We look forward to serving you in the new year!



BUYING ◊ SELLING ◊ RENTING ◊ BUILDING … WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!

218 South Madison Street • Athens, AL 35611
Phone (256) 233-3400

Toll Free 1-877-311-ARES (2737)
Fax: (256) 233-3422

www.alabamarealestatesolutions.com
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HEATHER GREEN

Realtor
(256) 874-1147

LARRY SCHRIMSHER, ABR

Assoc. Broker
(256) 431-2401

CLIFF MANSELL

Broker
(256) 777-5170

labamaA
R E

S
eal state

olutions LLC

6388 Turtle Bay Way

Athens • $267,400

MLS#1004310

5932 Bay Hill Drive

Athens • $219,900

MLS#473012

5849 Bay Hill Village

Athens • $275,000

MLS#1002043

403 Treymore Avenue

Madison • $250,000

MLS#1017592

5595 Bay Village Drive

Athens • $194,900

MLS#1003154

6096 Bay Hill Drive

Clements • $295,000

MLS#1017001

22218 Merlot Drive

Athens • $219,900

MLS#1009762

5294 Bay Shore Drive

Clements • $275,000

MLS#1018038

705 Cloverdale Drive

Athens • $118,900

MLS#1017925

1514 Pine Street

Athens • $79,900

MLS#1019383

405 N Houston Street

Athens • $89,900

MLS#1020106

21747 David Drive

W. Limestone • $119,900

MLS#587886

14225 Dogwood Rd.

Athens • $139,900

MLS#340133

5452 Bay Village Drive

Athens • $295,000

MLS#347771

160 Rolling Brook Drive

Rogersville • $179,014

MLS#1020415

11200 Kelly Road

Tanner • $170,000

MLS#1018919

17961 Davis Street

Athens • $221,900

MLS#1016977

172 Rolling Brook Drive

Rogersville • $204,661

MLS#1020419

12731 Elk River Mills
West Limestone • $339,900

MLS#1016276

6010 Bay Hill Drive
Clements • $298,000

MLS#1018401

15838 Lapington Road

West Limestone • $159,000

MLS#1014902

21867 Williamsburg Drive

Athens - $119,900

MLS#1009485

12100 Two Rivers Dr., Athens

727W Market Street

Athens • $219,900

MLS#841116

18364 Red Tail Street

Athens - $349,500

MLS#1009433

322 Santana Drive

Athens • $129,900

MLS#1020565

20951 Tucker Road

Athens - $185,900

MLS#1008499

20914 Johnson Road

Ardmore • $158,000

MLS#1018539

408 Gale Lane

Athens • $153,000

MLS#1016985

310 Poplar Street

Athens • $134,900

MLS#1016883

18944 Canoebrook Lane

East Limestone • $134,000

MLS#1015435

#B1/4 - $150,000

#B2/1 - $159,000, 3BR/3BA

#PH-D - $234,900, 2BR/2BA

#1-2 - $295,000, 3BR/3BA

MLS#300388, & 1000919

5835 Bay Village Drive

#205 - $125,000, 2BR/2BA

#103 - $129,900, 2BR/2BA

MLS#309976, 307514

5799 Bay Village Drive

#2005 - $89,900, 2BR/2BA

#3006 - $129,900, 3BR/2BA

#2006 - $145,900, 3BR/2BA

MLS#976159, 321393 & 304663

1704 Plantation Way

Athens • $286,900

MLS#339919

24930 Pepper Road

East Limestone • $399,500

MLS#1012288

14697 New Cut Road

Clements • $275,000

MLS#1021318

1302 W. Market Street

Athens • $229,900

MLS#1016505

5913 Bay Village Drive

Athens • $139,900

MLS#1005247

2203 Tanner Drive SW

Hartselle • $149,900

MLS#1007830

11374 Friend Road

Athens • $129,900

MLS#1007718

16686 Greer Street

Athens • $109,900

MLS#1016983

5590 Bay Village Dr.

#106, #107, #302, #B2 • Athens

$239,000, $249,900, $334,900,

$259,000 MLS#  554603
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Davis Street, Athens

$29,900 • MLS#453244

15388 Quinn Road., Athens

$365,000 • MLS#840145

20 County Road 70

$16,000 • MLS#908717

15 Bay Village Drive, Athens

$49,000 • MLS#796657

Huntsville Brownsferry Road, Tanner

$55,000 • MLS#654681

25 Bayshore Drive, Athens

$69,000 • MLS#658277

Mary Davis Hollow Road, Athens

$14,800 • MLS#679178

Artic Lane, Athens

$15,000 • MLS#715274

BRENDA WILSON

Assoc. Broker
(256) 508-6495

GINNA CHITTAM

Assoc. Broker
(256) 777-3300

LEONEL WHITE

Assoc. Broker
(256) 337-3165

KIM SHINDORF

Realtor
(256) 431-7916

BARBARA GRAHAM

Realtor
(256) 777-0412

CHRISTIE BENNETT

Assoc. Broker
(256) 771-3744

GLYNDA WALKER

Realtor
(256) 431-1474

DARLA BUNKER

Realtor
(757) 817-6435

HUBERT CHITTAM

Referrals
(256) 777-3330

LINDA TOONE

Realtor
(256) 777-1069

LEXI MCELYEA

Realtor
(256) 278-5553

6 ACRES

UPDATED!

NEW COMMERCIAL LISTING!

REDUCED!

REDUCED!

RE
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ALL  CLOSING
PAID
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Waterfront Home with Panoramic View of
Wheeler Lake and Tennessee River

2-story home has just been
wrapped with new Vinyl Siding.
HVAC is 9 months old. Open
floor plan features brand new
hardwood in living space. Kitchen
and baths all have granite coun-
tertops, gas log fireplace.
Just a short walk to marina. 
Furnished with brand new
furniture. 2 bedrooms, 2 full
baths, 1,240 sq. ft.

5932 Bay Hill Drive
Athens • MLS# 1011264

$221,900

Bay Hill Village Subdivision
Bluesprings Elementary

Clements Middle/High School

Alabama Real Estate Solutions LLC • 256-233-3400
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