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This store is a knife factory

St. Nick's Knives now open in Athens
By Sonny Turner

f you're looking for a knife, one
for hunting, an every day pocket
knife, a fishing fillet knife or a
collectable, there is a new Athens
store that has them all.
"We sell sharp stuff, an awesome
selection of knives, multi-tools and
fantasy weapons," said St. Nick's
Knives Chief Operating Manager
Jeremiah Prevatt. We have pocket
knives, hunting knives, survival
knives, collector's knives, fantasy
weapons, zippos, sharpeners and
pretty much anything else knife related."
St. Nick's Knives carry name
brands such as Benchmade, Buck,
CRKT, Case, KA-BAR, and Shun.
They offer payment methods with
debit, cash, and all major credit
cards. The Athens store is located
at 928 U.S. 72 East between Sonic
Drive-In and Zaxby's Chicken, located in the same shopping center
as Papa John's.
The following is a history of St.
Nick's Knives:
In 1993, Kenny Winter Sr. started
a Christmas shop in Orange Beach, Jeremiah Prevatt and Ashley Hie at the counter behind some of the knives offered to the public by the new St.
Nick's Knives store at 928 U.S. 72 East in Athens between Sonic and Zaxby's. The Athens store opened last August
continued on page 11 and offers many name brands such as Case, Buck, Benchmade, and Kershaw knives.
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Mar 14th — Athens Volksmarch - Group
Walk of the Year Round Event Athens-Limestone
Visitors 100 North Beaty Street, Athens, AL Join
the Capital City Wanderers at 9:00AM for this
annual walk of the Athens AL Historic Volksmarch. Everyone is invited, no member. Members will be able to get their stamp at location
before the walk. For more information kevansant @wowway.com

Mar 14th — Athens Home and Garden
Show presented by the Greater Limestone
County Chamber of Commerce at the Limestone
County Event Center on 114 West Pryor Street
in Athens, AL from 8:00AM-6:00PM. For more
information: 256-232-2600

Mar 14th — Ardmore Shamrock Shuffle
Race Registration TBA Ardmore Shamrock Shuffle is a chip-timed 5K Run and 1 Mile Fun Run/
Walk located in Ardmore, Alabama benefitting
Ardmore area charities. The event is an annual
event celebrating the good times and fun of the
St. Patrick’s Day holiday with Irish music and
food and with a variety of vendors. The race kicks
off at the First Baptist Church 26670 5th Street
Ardmore, AL 35739 with a crowd of
runners/walkers dressed in their best St. Paddy’s
Day garb hitting the streets of Ardmore. The 1
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mile Fun Run /Walk follows with walkers and
runners of every age heading to that Pot O’
GoldFor more information, Jackie Graham
jferg10099@aol.com and www.ardmoreshamrockshuffle.com
Mar 14th — Basic Blacksmithing Artistic
Anvil 208 Commercial Drive, Athens, AL Students will be guided in the basics of forging
metal using tools to hammer, bend and cut. The
students will learn about safety, fire instruction,
tapering, bending, twisting and more. No experience necessary. Students will need to bring their
own gloves and be prepared to wear safety
glasses, cotton long-sleeve shirts, long pants,
leather high top boots. Instructors: Travis Fleming & Al Stephens; From 8:00AM-4:00PM. Cost
is $79.00.
athens.edu/cll/personalinterest.php?category=PI
Mar 14th — Seeing the Face of God In Each
Other - Anti-Racism Workshop St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church 207 East Washington Street
Athens, AL For all ordained person, professional
staff and those elected or appointed to positions
of leadership on committees, commissions and
boards. This training is offered in the spirit of
hope and offers a positive vision of the unity that
can be achieved through Christ. From 8:00AM-

5:00PM. www.local.com/events/event/E0-001080029923-8/seeing-the-face-of-god-in-eachother—-anti-racism-workshop.aspx
Mar 14th — Cooking For Books Event
Athens-Limestone Public Library 603 South Jefferson Street, Athens, AL Celebrate the release
of Tasia Malakasis’ newest cookbook, Southern
Living Southern Made Fresh in the Community
Room from 11:30AM-1:30PM. Tasia will speak
about the food to be enjoyed, its preparation,
inspiration for her new cook book and her personal journey. Tickets are $100.00, $50.00 of
which is tax-deductible donation to ALPLF. Each
attendee will also receive a signed copy of the
cookbook. Limited tickets available. Tickets
available at the library or at Cooking For Books
Page
Mar 15th — The Comedy of Errors - The Musical Black Box Theatre, Fine Arts Building Calhoun Community College 6250 U.S. Highway
31N, Tanner, AL Come enjoy a twist on William’s
Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors as a musical featuring songs by Meghan Trainor, Fergie,
Christina Aguilera and Colbie Caillat at 2:00PM.
For tickets and information, 256-306-2693 or
whp@calhoun.edu

Mar 17th — Annual Dogwood Luncheon
Beasley Center 202 West Bryan Street, Athens,
AL Doors open at 11:15AM to view tablescapes.
Luncheon begins at 12:00PM. There will be
fashion and culinary demonstrations. Tickets are
$25.00 per person and may be purchased at
KALB Office 125 East Street, Athens or the RSVP
Office at 409 West Washington Street in Athens.
For more information: 256-232-7207

Mar 17th — Our Town: Limestone County
Archives Center for Lifelong Learning 121 South
Marion Street Athens, AL Join Rebekah Davis
of the Limestone County Archives from 2:30PM3:30PM for a glimpse inside how the archives
works for the citizen of Athens and Limestone
County. Cost is $5.00 per person. For more information 256-233-8262

Mar 21st — Launch Party - Southern Made
Fresh Belle Chevre 18849 Upper Fort Hampton
Road, Elkmont, AL Join Belle Chevre for the
launch of Tasia Malakasis’s second cookbook,
Southern Made Fresh. Downtown Elkmont will
be one big bash with food, music, book signings, face painting and more from 1:00PM4:00PM. For more information: 256-732-3577

The

Floor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery
Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts
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Spirit of Athens to honor volunteers, celebrate High Cotton
By Pam Hartmann
pirit of Athens will honor volunteers who enhance downtown
and celebrate the soon-to-open
High Cotton Arts Center during its annual Spirit Awards Luncheon on Thursday, March 19, from 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. at the Limestone County Event
Center. The public is invited to this celebration that brings the community
and downtown stakeholders together.
The organization, dedicated to the revitalization and preservation of Athens’
historical downtown, holds the event to
recognize outstanding volunteers and
supporters.
“We will honor those who have worked
to keep downtown Athens active and
beautiful,” said SOA Director Trisha
Black. “This is also an opportunity for
those who want to know more about
our organization to learn about our efforts in downtown Athens.”
Spirit of Athens will present four
awards: Volunteer of the Year, Downtown Revitalization Award, Spirit of Giving and Friend of Downtown. There will
be a special presentation on the High
Cotton Arts Center, opening downtown
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A rendering of what the exterior of
the High Cotton Arts will look like
once completed.

this spring.
The High Cotton Arts Center is a nonprofit art incubator that will include
studio rental spaces, classrooms, and
event and gallery space to advance
the arts in our community. Construction is almost complete in the center,
which is housed in the former W.E.
Estes & Sons building on The Square.
The Athens Arts League, a committee
of the Spirit of Athens, is accepting applications from artists to claim their
spot in the 10 studio spaces. The
League also is planning children’s art
camps, special art events and extensive education and entertainment opportunities.
Gail Bergeron, a Spirit of Athens board
member and Athens State University

professor at the Alabama Center for
the Arts, said having a space for artists
has been a dream since 2006 when
organizers hosted the first juried Art on
the Square Festival on the courthouse
lawn. After seven years of hosting the
successful event, organizers decided
to focus on other art opportunities instead of working on just one big event.
In 2013, Art on the Square organizers
merged with Spirit of Athens and
changed the name to Athens Arts
League. A partnership with H.C. Blake
Co. provided the group with a building
giving the committee a space to create
affordable spaces for local artists.
“It’s so exciting to see our discussions
and planning finally become a reality,”
Bergeron said.
Black will also provide a peek at other
upcoming news and events as well as
a recap of Spirit of Athens’ 2014 highlights and accomplishments.
Local musician and member of
Kozmic MaMa, Matthew Ennis, will entertain guests as they enjoy a meal
prepared by Endless Catering.
The luncheon is a great opportunity to
learn more about the Spirit of Athens,

whose members include merchants,
community members, local leaders
and volunteers. The organization is responsible for bringing the Athens Saturday Market, Athens Grease Festival,
Sippin’ Cider Festival, Chocolate Walk
and many other events. Each of these
brings tourism and revitalization to the
downtown historic district, which covers a 15 block area that includes 147
buildings, over 90 of which are listed
on the National Registry of Historic
Places.
The Limestone County Event Center
is located at 114 West Pryor St.
Space is limited, and the deadline to
purchase tickets is Monday, March
16. Tickets are $25/person and may
be purchased online at
spiritawards2015.eventbrite.com
or mail check payable to: Spirit of
Athens, 107 N. Jefferson St,
Athens, AL, 35611.
To make reservations and pay at door,
RSVP to spiritofathens @att.net. For
more info, call 256-729-1160. For
more information about High Cotton
Arts Center or to make a donation,
email athensartsleague @gmail.com.

Allen Brown Heating & Cooling
256-233-4844
AL Cert #97151
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Garden time just around the corner

cording to Better Homes and Gardens there are some “must grow”
plants. Tomatoes, sweet and hot
peppers, cucumbers, snow peas,
salad greens, either cabbage, lettuce or spinach, and surprisingly
basil, which is described as a
tomato’s perfect partner.
Pick up a Farmers Almanac to determine your area’s perfect planting time. Once crops have been
planted, mulch and water about
once a week. Also, be aware of
any pest problems. Taking care of
insects problems early can prevent
losing your whole garden to these
uninvited guests. To encourage
more production, pick your ripe
crops frequently.
Vegetable gardens do not have to
be gigantic, a $2 tomato plant can
easily provide you an abundance
of fruit for a season.
With the coming of Spring, I can almost taste those fresh vegetables.

By Vickie Turner
f your idea of a good meal involves venturing out your back
door and picking your food off a
vine, then it’s never too early to
plan that garden.
If you’re a beginner here are a few
helpful tips:
- Pick a sight that has full sunlight,
preferably six hours of sun a day.
No amount of fertilizer can replace
sunshine.
- Next, the soil should drain well,
and windy areas avoided. Also
steer clear of planting near trees,
which can zap the plants’ nutrients. It’s a good idea to have rows
run east to west, thus allowing you
to plant taller crops on the North
end to help prevent shading of
smaller plants. Become aware of
the early and late season frost
dates, and plant only after you feel
there should be no more frosty
mornings.
Even though your garden will be
planted to your family’s likes, ac-

I
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Shoppers
Paradise

CONSIGN
W
ORLD
“Something for Everyone”

Everything for Prom
From head to toe, we have a
great selection of prom and pageant
gowns, accessories and formal shoes.

Open 7 days

Monday-Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 10-5
• Cemetery Flowers • Painted Furniture
• Vintage Furniture • Modern Furniture • Guitars
• Jewelry • Glassware, etc

NEED CASH??
WE BUY NICE FURNITURE & COLLECTABLES

50% off

retail prices

(many are NEW
company overstock)

Layaway
Available
also at CONSIGN WORLD
you’ll ﬁnd
Name Brand Clothing
Home Decor
Furniture - Musical Instruments

256-232-9100
703 Hwy. 31 • Athens, Alabama 35611
(1 block North of Wal-Mart next to Bargain Center)

March 13, 2016

We have 100’s
of dresses and
more arrive daily!

the valley star

sic Join Us Every 1st & 3rd Saturday of the month
u
M oom for Pickin’ & Singin’ and 4th Saturday for Dulcimers!
R
661 US Hwy. 72 West • Athens, AL • 256-444-2055
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2015 Hospice Chili Challenge

This year marked the 25th annual
Hospice of Limestone County Chili
Challenge and Silent Auction. The
event was held last Saturday with
a good turnout, as usual.
This has become one of the community’s favorite fundraisers. The
community can help support these
programs by competing in the Chili
Challenge as well as buying tickets
to attend and taste the chili
recipes, voting on your favorite.

You can also bid on donated items
in the silent auction.
All proceeds go to Hospice of Limestone County. The funds are used
for in -home respite workers, indigent care that is non-funded care
and non-Hospice bereavement
counseling. Hospice of Limestone
County is a non-profit Hospice organization. The Chili Challenge
generates between $40,000 and
$50,000.

Winner of Best Booth: Skills USA

People's Choice - First United
Methodist Church. Servers
were Reagan Boyett and
Grayson Jones.
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Amanda Speegle, Chili Challenge
Chairwoman, said, “Everyone in
our community has been touched
by grief, and likely everyone in our
community has been helped by
Hospice of Limestone County or
knows of someone who has been
helped. This is a way to give back
and keep good programs going.”
The Athens High School gym and
cafeteria were packed with people
eating, enjoying the music by Brad

Pullum, bidding on silent auction
items, and tasting the chili recipes.
The results of the voting are as follows:
Best Booth: Skills USA
Best Individual: Kristi Valls
People’s Choice: First United
Methodist
Best Group: Boy Scouts Troop 24
Congratulations to the winners!!

Best Group - Boy Scouts Troup 24 with Chili
Challenge Director, Amanda Speegle

Best Individual: Kristi Valls

the valley star

Brad Pullum providing
musical entertainment
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• Loan Closings • Wills and Estates
• Divorce and Domestic Law
• Personal Injury and Auto Accidents

For all your real estate closing needs

Call today for an appointment

256-233-7772
www.charlottechristianlaw.com
the valley star
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

March is a good month for big bass
S
By: Danny Johnson

pring fishing excitement has
arrived in the Tennessee
River chain of lakes. Guntersville Lake is hot with big bags
of bass being weighed at local
tournaments. This past weekend
it took over 30 pounds to take
first place in a fishing contest.
When an angler can bring 5 fish
to the scales that go over 30
pounds, that’s impressive. Guntersville Lake is the lake that
keeps on producing big bass despite the fishing pressure. The
aquatic vegetation plus very little
draw down during winter makes
this a first class fishery. The umbrella rig fished with plastic minnows is the ‘go to’ bait when the

river current is plentiful.
Other lakes are also heating up,
like Wilson Lake. The current flow
below Wheeler Dam is always a
great spring time favorite among
anglers. Largemouth, smallmouth, and giant stripers can be
caught in the tail-waters below
the dam. Safety should always be
practiced when on the water and
a pfd worn while in a boat is the
law below the dam.
Wheeler Lake is at summer pool
due to the abundance of rain fall.
The bass will be moving up to
shallow cover. The warm rainfall
flowing into the back end of
creeks should increase fish
Blake Dunkin of Lawrenceburg with movement to the shallows.
a Wilson Lake bucketmouth
There are bass tournaments

WEST LIMESTONE YOUTH BASEBALL/SOFTBALL ASSOC.

CHAMPION CHEVROLET & CHAMPION POWERSPORTS
Big Largemouth $200
Big Smallmouth $200

ENTRY FEE
$60
PER BOAT
Early Registration by mail
Deadline: 3/27/15

planned for April on Wheeler
Lake. Good Friday Bass Tournament held out of 1st Creek is
scheduled for April 3, 2015.
This tournament is a benefit for
the summer West Limestone
baseball and softball programs.
The Limestone Home Builder
Bass Tournament is scheduled
for April 25th out of Ingalls Harbor, Decatur. Both of these bass
events are operated with a professional atmosphere. American
Bass Anglers will be conducting
the weigh- in for the Good Friday
tournament at 1st Creek. Get on
the lake, be safe, and enjoy the
great fishing in the Tennessee
Valley.

GOOD FRIDAY
APRIL 3, 2015
Weigh-In Held By
AMERICAN BASS ANGLERS
1st Place $1000
Champion Chevrolet
Dodge Chrysler Jeep & Champion Powersports
Sponsored by

2nd Place $500
Sponsored by

Total Payout of $3000
is based on a
Minimum of 50 boats

Sponsored by
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J&L Mechanical

4th Place $200
Sponsored by

CDPA

5th Place $150

Contact
256-874-4480

Sponsored by

Roberson Backhoe Service

6th Place $100
Sponsored by

Gin House BBQ

7th Place $100
Sponsored by

Professional Dent Repair, Inc.

8th Place $100
Sponsored by

BASS
TOURNAMENT

GOOD
FRIDAY

6th AL
U
N
N
A

Premier Structures

3rd Place $250

LAUNCH SITE: FIRST CREEK BOAT RAMP
JOE WHEELER STATE PARK

the valley star

Complete Home Exterior

9th Place $100
Sponsored by

Christos

10th Place $100
Sponsored by

Alabama Farm Credit

Big Smallmouth $200
Sponsored by

Alabama Farm Credit

Big Largemouth $200
Sponsored by

Alabama Farm Credit

April 3, 2015 • First Creek
Safe Light - 3:00 pm
March 13, 2015

March 13, 2015
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SCHOOL BELLS

by Debra Johnson

National Read Across America Day
(Dr. Seuss Day) 2015
ead Across America is an
initiative on reading created
by the National Education
Association. One part of the project is National Read Across
America Day, an observance in
the United States held on the
school day closest to March 2,
the birthday of Dr. Seuss. Dr.
Seuss, (Theodor Seuss Geisel)
became the definitive children’s
book author and illustrator with
the release of The Cat in the Hat
book. At the time of his death on
September 24, 1991, Ted had
written and illustrated 44 children’s books.
Athens Intermediate School celebrated Read Across America
Week March 2-6, however it was
interrupted with our snow days.

R

That did not discourage students
from participating in events that
had been planned by Media Specialist, Dana Pressnell.
To add some fun to the week set
aside for extra reading, dress up
days were scheduled. Monday –
Reading is for all ages: Dress up
as a baby, teen, mom, dad, or elderly person. Tuesday – Be the
best you: Dress your best.
Wednesday – Crazytown Brights
out: Dress in neon and crazy
socks. Thursday – Twin Day:
Dress like a twin with your friend.
Friday – National and International Day: Dress to represent a
state, USA, country, or continent.
Students also enjoyed the famous meal, Green Eggs and
Ham, for lunch.

Josiah Smith dressed as an elderly
man on Monday's dress up day Reading is for All Ages.

AIS faculty member, Brewer
Wilbanks, joining in
Read Across America Week.

Hendon Jones, Alyssa Carlota, and
Ella Wolfe dressed as babies
on Monday's dress up day Reading is for All Ages.

K.J. Gardener, 5th grader, dressed
up for Tuesday's - Be the Best
You, Dress your Best.

Strickland

Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone • Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements • Property Clearning

We Repair iPhone Screens

25
EXP
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We repair iPhones, Androids, Tablets, iPods, Kindles, and handheld game systems.

YEARS

256-414-1199

Types of Repairs include:
Cracked or damaged touch screens • Bad LCDs or displays
Water damage • Button Replacement • Software Problems
Charge port and battery replacement • Any other issues
Other services:
Jailbreaking • Unlocking • Rooting • Page Plus Service
Custom software and firmware • Sim Card Cutting

Email: thesmartphonemedics@gmail.com • Website: www.thesmartphonemedics.com

Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

We offer same day service on most devices at our main location in Madison, and next day
service for drop off locations. iPhones can be repaired within an hour at Madison Store.
Madison (Main Store)
7449 Hwy 72, Ste D • Madison, AL 35758
(between Nance Rd. and Jeff Rd. across from Academy Sports)
inside The Mailbox Store

Hours: 11am-6pm • Weekdays 11am-2pm Saturday

the valley star

Faster
Huntsville (Drop off location)
517
Jordan
Lane • Huntsville, AL 35805
Cheaper
(inside Boost Mobile)
Better
Hours: 11am-7pm Monday - Saturday
March 13, 2015

St. Nick’s knives

continued from page 1

Alabama. Shortly after that, Kenny
noticed that his customers were predominately women. He also noticed
that most of the women had husbands who weren't interested in
shopping for Christmas products. So
he decided to open a pop-up knife
store so the men could shop for
knives while the women shopped for
Christmas products. After some time,
Kenny's knife sales out-paced his
Christmas product sales so he made
the switch and opened "St. Nick's
Knife Factory".
The St. Nicks Knife Factory in Foley
has been in business for 16 years. In
September, 2007, Kenny opened a
new store in Huntsville. The Foley Location is located in the Tanger Outlets
and the Huntsville Location is located
in Parkway Place Mall.
Fast Forward to Spring 2014: Kenny's
son, Kenny Jr., acquires the
Huntsville location and re-brands the
company as St. Nick's Knives. A few
months later, Kenny Jr. opens a new
location in Athens, to serve as the
home office and distribution center

March 13, 2015

Ashley Hie at the counter with some more of the knives offered to the public by the new St. Nick's Knives store

for the St. Nick's Knives brand. Winter
also owns Winter Homes, a homebuilding business in this area.
"We do a lot of outdoor promotions,"
said Prevatt. "There is a huge market

for knives in this area of the state."
Kenny Sr. still owns the St. Nick's
Knife Factory location in Foley, and
has also launched a wholesale knife
company named SN-Wholesale.com.

the valley star

In addition to being a specialty knife
store, St. Nick's carries a lot of selfdefense weapons such as tasers, etc.
They also have martial arts weaponry
such as swords.
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YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

Sweet dreams of Alabama
cotton mattresses

Sewing

Stuffing
As the Tuscaloosa News of Feb.
n 1974, John Denver released
an instant-classic song about a 28, 1939 stated: “In homes
where the father has spent many
bed that was “nine feet wide,
and six feet high, soft as a downy a day behind a mule in a cotton
patch, only to lose money on his
chick,” the “Grandma’s Feather
crop because of the low ‘surplus’
Bed” of childhood memories.
price paid for his cotton, the famYou may not know that the song
was penned by Gadsden, Ala., na- ily is sleeping on mattresses
made from straw or corn shucks
tive Jim Connor, originally as a
or hay that has been borrowed
poem to his own Grandma, who
from the winter feed supply of
ran a boarding house in Birmingone or two mules.”
ham. But you might guess that

I

the bed was more likely stuffed
not with “the feathers of fortyeleven geese,” but with Alabama
cotton, like tens of thousands of
mattresses across the state that
were carefully stuffed and sewn
by the ladies of the home demonstration clubs in the late 1930s.
Like the rest of the state, Limestone County was still reeling
from the Great Depression in
1937, when the Federal Surplus
Commodities Corporation
launched its mattress-making
program. The program was designed to address a great irony of
the time: In the midst of one of
the greatest cotton surpluses of
all time, cotton prices had dipped
so low that cotton farmers themselves couldn’t make enough
money off the sale of cotton to
buy cotton itself.
Page 12

The FSCC addressed this problem
by supplying ticking to families at
no charge, as well as 45 pounds
of “scrap” Alabama-grown cotton
per mattress. The only cost was
about 30 cents per mattress, for
tufts and twine.
County agents trained ladies at
mattress-making centers, and in
Limestone County, that meant
that ladies in home demonstration clubs from French’s Mill to
Salem turned out for what
amounted to huge mattress-making parties. At the end of the day,
the ladies would pose beside –
and on top of – huge stacks of
mattresses worthy of the
Princess and the Pea.
The same scene was repeating itself in counties all over the state.
By 1940, 58,490 Alabama
women had made 34,762 mat-

Finished
tresses, and cotton farmers and
of those cotton beds would “hold
their families were no longer
eight kids and four hound dogs
sleeping on corn shucks.
and a piggy we stole from the
And odds are, at least one or two shed.”

21526 AL Hwy 127 • Elkmont, AL 35620

256-233-0101

Come in for a Spring
Tune-up and bring
this ad for 10% off

We provide service on most all small engine repair.
Lawn mowers chain saws, generators, to name a few.

JUST 3 MILES NORTH OF ATHENS

the valley star
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

Taking My Cross
these difficult times. We ask ourselves questions like, “Why does
God allow me to hurt?” We may
tell ourselves that when we became a Christian, it was supposed to get easier.

Kevin Harrington
f you had to list all the difficulties you are currently go
through in your life, how long
would that list be? Some lists
might be very short, while other
could fill an entire notebook. No
matter what stage of life we are
in, it always feels like there is
some sort of problem to deal
with. It may be problems with
friends, family, school, work, sickness, a death in the family,
money trouble, etc. It’s very easy
to start questioning God during

I

Let me suggest something to you.
God never promised an easy life,
but he did promise eternal life.
Just because we call ourselves
Christians does not mean that life
will get any easier. In fact, quite
the opposite is true. Jesus told
His apostles, “If the world hates
you, keep in mind that it hated
me first” (John 15:18). God
makes the “sun to rise on the evil
and on the good, and sends rain
on the just and on the unjust”
(Matthew 5:45). We always ask
ourselves why good things happen to bad people while bad
things happen to good people.
But don’t good things happen to
both bad and good people? And
don’t bad things happen to both
good and bad people?
So why is life so difficult? Why

LIMESTONE DRUG

by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

can’t life be fun and easy? Why
do we have to go through sickness and pain? Why do we have
hardships and difficulties? First,
we need to understand that man
brought sin into this world, not
God (see Genesis 1-3). Sure, God
gave us freewill and the ability to
choose to do right or wrong, but
that is not the same as God making our lives difficult. If I’m truly
being honest with myself, most of
the difficulties I have in my life
are the fault of no one but myself.
I can’t blame God.
The second thing we need to understand is that God does not like
seeing us suffer. God loved us so
much that He sent His only Son
to die on the cross so that you
and I can have relief from this sin
stricken world (John 3:16).
The third thing we need to understand is this: I am a firm believer
that a difficult life here on earth
will only make heaven that much

Yes, life is difficult. Yes, there are
times I wish life would be easier.
However, we can’t blame God and
we can’t give up. God wants each
one of us to be with him in
heaven (2 Peter 3:9). “Jesus told
His disciples, ‘If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save
his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake will find
it. For what will it profit a man if
he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a
man give in return for his soul?”
(Matthew 16:24-26)
It’s time we take up our cross and
follow Him.

MarionStreet

church of Christ

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ATHENS ON THE SQUARE

124 N. Marion Street
256-232-1786
Website: www.marionstreet.org
Radio Program:
Sunday Mornings at 10:30 a.m.
on WKAC 1080
Services
Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.
Worship 9:30 a.m.
Bible Class 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday - Bible Class 6:30 p.m.

CITY-WIDE DELIVERY ONLY $1
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM • SUNDAY 9AM-5PM

March 13, 2015

better. Matthew 10:22 says, “You
will be hated by everyone because of Me, but the one who
stands firm to the end will be
saved.”

256-232-3811
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Evangelist - Kevin Harrington
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

Going car trading with Papa Smith
T
he family car was about 16
years old and Papa was getting in a trading mood. Used
cars were scarce as hen’s teeth
after WWII. The big three auto
makers had ceased production of
personal cars during the war
years. The big
three focused on
building tanks,
planes, and machines and things
needed for the war
Uncle Bondee effort. This lack
car production had
many car owners driving 15 to 20
year old cars. The name, ‘shade
tree mechanic,’ got its name from
the folks who kept these old cars
on the road. Most cars were running tires with patched inner tube
and a rubber boot to cover holes in
the tire.
Papa had spotted a nice ‘58 Ford
at a car dealer in Athens. He really
liked the looks of the Ford and allowed Dalton and I to go with him
on a trading trip. We made plans
to go and hoped a trade could be
worked out this coming Saturday.
When we got to the car lot, Papa
parked his old car next to the shiny
tan colored Ford. This was the
most beautiful car I had ever seen.
About the only color car I had ever
seen was black in color. This Ford
had a straight shift transmission
and an AM radio. I was thinking, “
How could Papa afford such a nice
and expensive car?”
The salesman walked out of the
building and said, “Ain’t she a
beauty?” He started talking car
talk and Dalton and I didn’t have a
clue what he meant. The salesman said, “This baby is a one
owner, and it has good rubber.”
Papa asked, “ How many miles
does this car have on it?” The
man replied, “47,000 miles,
mostly highway miles.” Papa went
on to ask, “ Does it use any oil?”
The salesman said, “About a
quart between oil changes. The
owner kept a record book of all the
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oil changes. This car had it’s oil
changed every 2000 miles.”
Papa asked, “How much can you
allow me on my old car?” The
salesman walked around Papa’s
car, kicked the tires, and said,
“This old heap has seen it’s better
days.” Papa answered, “Yes, she
sure has been a good old car. I
hate to see her go.” The salesman
decided he didn’t want to take
Papa’s car in on the trade. He
said, “I can make you a better deal
if you pay in cash with no trade in.”
Papa asked, “What is your bottom
dollar for the Fairlane Ford?” The
salesman replied, “It’s the cleanest car on the lot.” “How much
do you want for the car?” Papa
asked again. The answer was,
“The bottom dollar to take this car
home is $1850 green backs.”
Papa was known for his negotiation skills. His reply was, “I
thought this was a used car lot,
not a new one. I’ll give you $1450
and pay you right on the spot.”
After some serious dickering, Papa
closed the deal at $1600, and the
salesman included tax and title on
the car. Humpy drove the old car
back to the holler, and Papa and I
rode in the ‘58 Ford. Papa said, “I
hope you boys learned something
today. You never pay a man his
asking price for nothing. You got to
remember he is wanting to sell the

car as bad as you want it. The
salesman will most likely never turn
down a fair offer.”
We sure enjoyed that Fairlane Ford
for many years to come. The car
had amenities like a radio and a
warm heater, something the old

car didn’t have. Dalton and I
watched as Papa worked the
salesman and finally negotiated a
deal. This was a valuable experience we boys learned that day
which came in handy in years to
come.
1806 Wilkinson Street
Athens, AL 35611

256-242-1444
1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

256-216-8621

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any
excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”
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205 West Washington Street • P.O. Box 1061
Athens, Alabama 35612

256.233.3377 Phone • 256.233.3232 Fax
kavalls@bellsouth.net
"No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."
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For information on advertising

256-431-5498, 256-874-7571
or 256-777-1425

We are oﬀering you BIG SAVINGS NOW!!
With Spring around the corner, this would be the time to start thinking
about that NEW POOL, NEW POOL LINER, or convert to SALT WATER
and we're here to JUMP START your Spring. Maybe you were thinking
about replacing your liner, going ahead with a salt system, upgrading
your cleaner, or filtration system, or sand change.

We also have great Spring Deals
to offer with a purchase of a NEW POOL
or just a purchase of NEW POOL LINER !!

Come by the store or call for more details — We want to help you start early and save money!
Remember FREE water testing and 20% off every Thursday and 2 locations to serve you.

March 13, 2016

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU.
Hwy. 72 in Athens, across from Walmart • 256-771-2990
Hwy. 72 in Madison across the street from
the new Hobby Lobby • 256-536-8008
Mon-Fri 9:00am–6:00pm
Sat 9:00am–1:00pm • Sun Closed
valleypoolsofmadison.com

the valley star

Page 15

Honoring a champion

West Limestone players with state championship trophy
ing on, the "Big Blue" Alabama
Class 4A state basketball championship trophy was presented to
the West Limestone High School
Wildcats by Alabama High School
Athletic Association ambassador
Wanda Gilbert. It was the fitting
With some members of the 1956 end to a great season just like it
state basketball champions look- was 59 years ago, the last time

he Salem community honored a champion Tuesday - a
champion state and county
officials said was made up of
"great leaders" who won a state
title because they played as a
team.

T
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West Limestone captured a state January to injury. Taylor said this
basketball championship.
group of kids played and worked
West Limestone Coach Justin Tay- together to get things done. He
lor thanked his staff, players and said they are well deserving and a
community, along with school true state champion.

leaders, for their support. He said West Limestone beat Westminster
it was a great team that played to- Christian 53-42 on Feb. 27 to win
gether all year long even after they the state title in Birmingham.
lost their starting point guard in

West Limestone players, coaches and cheerleaders at awards ceremony
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Honoring a champion continued

1956 state champions at ceremony from left,
Tommy Smith, Hubert Chittam,
Billy White Davis and Paul Ridgeway

Coach Justin Taylor addressing the student body and guests
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Congratulations
West Limestone!
Alabama High School Athletic Association
Ambassador Wanda Gilbert presenting state trophy

West Limestone seniors and coaches

the valley star
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by Flo Doughty

Dangers of Childhood Obesity
W

e hear a lot in the news
about childhood obesity.
This article will seek to
provide information about the
dangers of childhood obesity and
a local program to combat it! In a
2008 article by Jerome Brand,
Ph.D. and Larry Proctor, Ph.D.,
published by the American College of Sports Medicine, it is reported that childhood obesity has
tripled to more than 15 percent
of children.
Obesity is dangerous for children
because other health issues develop as a result of the obesity.
These issues include, but are not
limited to: diabetes, cardiovascular disease, metabolic syndrome,
high cholesterol, high blood pressure, orthopedic problems,
asthma, sleep apnea, and psychological difficulties such as low
self-esteem, anxiety and depression.
The American Council on Exercise
published an article in 2009, by
Natalie Muth, M.D. that reported
if a child is diagnosed with diabetes at age 10, boys will lose
18.7 years and girls will lose 19
years of life. That is scary!
According to the Centers for Dis-

ease Control, in a sample of 5-17
year olds, almost 60% of overweight children had at least one
cardiovascular risk factor and
25% of overweight children had
two or more cardiovascular risk
factors.
The CDC estimates that sleep

apnea affects 7% of overweight
children. Sleep apnea is defined
as the cessation of breathing that
lasts for at least 10 seconds and
oxygen levels in the blood can fall
dramatically.
The psychological and social
challenges that come with child-

hood obesity are difficult for
young children to navigate.
Sometimes they are discriminated against or stigmatized.
This can impact their self-image,
as well as, academic performance.
Childhood obesity is also linked
with obesity later in life. It is important to realize the seriousness
of childhood obesity and develop
a plan to help the children in your
life obtain and maintain a healthy
weight. The good news is there is
a lot that can be done to help
children struggling with weight issues!
You can check out a local program working to help kids with
health, fitness and nutrition at
Athens Recreation Center called
Savvy Kids Fitness. It’s designed
for kids ages 6-12 and includes
nutrition education, healthy
snacks and exercise!
It is led by an American College of
Sports Medicine Certified Personal Trainer who also holds a
Fitness Nutrition specialty certification and youth fitness training
from the American Council on Exercise. You can call 256-2161526 for more information.

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

300 N. Marion St. • Athens, AL 35611 • 256-497-7279

Daily Specials
$8.95

Join Us For Lunch
Mon-Fri 10:30am
until 2:00pm

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp
Casual Dining in a Vintage Setting!
Monday: Pork Chop with Gravy, Field Peas w/Snaps, Baked
Sweet Potato, Broccoli, Cornbread Muffin.

Thursday: Chicken & Dressing, Green Beans, Sweet Potato
Casserole, Macaroni & Cheese, Yeast Roll.

Tuesday: Chicken & Dumplings, Green Beans, Yeast Roll.

Friday: Beef Tips & Rice, Pinto Beans, Coleslaw, Hushpuppy
Muffin.

Wednesday: Meatloaf, Purple Hull Peas, Steamed Cabbage,
Mexican Cornbread Muffin.
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FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
www.trelectrical.com
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HORSE SENSE

by Jim Swanner

Horse/Human Relationship: The Beginning

hen building a relationship
with someone
where would it
begin? It would
Jim Swanner probably begin
with building some trust and understanding. In building a relationship with our horses, where
would be a good place for us to
start? Of course, we would start
in the same way, even if we have
had our horses for a number of
years but the relationship isn’t
where we would like for it to be
we can still begin again.
Where is the beginning? The beginning would be as though you
just got your horse and you are
sort of evaluating each other,
learning each other’s personality/horse-anality. You will need to
find out where you are in the relationship and also where you want
to go.
To build a bridge across a gorge,
you wouldn’t start in the middle,
would you? Course not; you have
to know where you are starting
and how far it is to the other side.
Next is, how do we get there? The
beginning of our relationship with

W

our horses is begun as any other
relationship would begin. You
would invest some time in learning about the other person and
give them time to learn about
you, in this case, the horse. You
wouldn’t just start a relationship
with someone you just met. Invest some time.
You build a respect system, and
with the horse the human takes
the leadership role. But, I want to
say this, and this is VERY important, we humans have to know
what we are doing when we are in

did you get the propane service you deserved
through these last winter days?
If not, call LOCAL PEOPLES GAS at 256-230-3600
or FERGUSON L.P. GAS at 256-423-3320.
Offering great service and fair prices,
with professional personnel!
If you are a pre-pay customer of theirs, you can
count on them to honor your pre-buy price no
matter how high the price of gas goes and they
are the only company that kept pumping to their
customers during the recent shortage.

the horses’ world. We have to
know their language and what
makes them tick. To be able to
have a relationship with your
horse we must know how to listen
to them. We must know what we
are telling them and what we are
asking them. Horses are like
computers, they never do what
we want but they always do what
we say.
Allowing the horse to know we
know its language and want to be
the leader is where we start. And
the best place to let them know is

Daryl Sammet

ALL TREE
Owner

Tree Services of ALL KINDS
Tree Removal • Brush Chipping • Tree Trimming
Storm Damage Clean-Up • Lot Clearance

we are available to our customers 24/7 - 365 days a year
LOCAL PEOPLES GAS
19650 CROSS KEY RD.
ATHENS, AL 35614
256-230-3600
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with us on the ground. By beginning on the ground you will build
loyalty, you start your respect system and you begin your partnership. We want to become the
leader of the herd.
It’s all a matter of trust, respect
and understanding.
Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611
www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through
Communication
256.874.6781
Host ‘All About Horses’ radio
WKAC 1080 AM
Streaming at:
www.WKAC1080.com
Member: Board of Director
Alabama Horse Council
Owner KIN Stables—
Horse Boarding FacilitySpeaker,
Writer, Clinician
Horsemanship Sessions
Riding Lessons
Personal page... www.facebook.com/jim.swanner.9
Professional Page... www.facebook.com/JimSwanner

FERGUSON L.P. GAS
27650 PINEDALE ROAD
ARDMORE, AL 35739
256-423-3320

Licensed & Insured
Phone: 256.423.6517 • Cell: 256.431.4647
26706 Thatch Road • Athens, Alabama 35613
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Our new spring ﬂowers have arrived and
we’re busting at the seams with inventory!

Come pick your flowers while they are fresh! Cemetery Vase Inserts starting at $25.00
Cemetery Saddles starting at $18.00 Funeral Sprays starting at $35.00

Bushes starting at .79 cents

See us for all your memorial needs! We keep hundreds of vase insert, saddles, sprays and palls in
stock for you to chose from. You can also pick out your flowers and we can custom design your
arrangement to your liking (please allow plenty of time for us to do your customs).
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Wide Mesh Ribbon 21" x 10yd $7.88

Come check us out! We have something for everyone!
Come see the tool side, we now carry everything for welding, including the gases!

14535 US Hwy 72 • Athens • 256-232-6695
HOURS: 9am-5pm Mon-Sat. • CLOSED SUNDAY
We’re only a short five miles out 72 West and county taxes are only 6%!
Check us out at facebook.com/jandgvariety
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DEB’S

Delights

by Debra Johnson

Broccoli
salad
1 pkg of broccoli heads
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1/2 cup chopped apples
1/2 cup raisins
1/2 cup chopped purple onion
6-8 slices crisp bacon
(crumbled)
Dressing
1 cup mayo
2 Tbsp apple cider vinegar
1/2 cup sugar
Cut broccoli heads from stems and
place in a bowl. Add all other ingredients. Mix dressing and pour
over broccoli mixture. Cool in refrigerator before serving.

Specializing in Residential & Commercial
Tree Removal & Trimming
We Work With Your Insurance Company
On Storm Related Damage

Soil Conditioner Available

Dangerous Tree Removal • Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing • Licensed & Insured
Mention this ad
for a

10% discount
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FREE ESTIMATES
www.eagerbeaverstreeservice.com

Mention this ad
for a

10% discount

256-772-8009
Mobile 256-759-3317
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.
Jefferson Street at Green Street
Athens, AL 35611
256-232-1130
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:
• Personal Injury

• Family Law

- Automobile Accidents
- Workman’s Compensation
- 18-Wheeler Accidents
- Products Liability

- Divorce
- Guardianship
- Custody
- Wills and Probate

• Social Security Disability
• General Law
- Litigation
- Corporate and LLC Formations
- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance
- Landlord — Tenant Matters
- Real Property Issues

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

James M. Corder
jcorder@acpbs.com

Mitch Shelly
mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen
zburgreen@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Alabama
Real Estate
Solutions LLC
Larry Schrimsher
Assoc. Broker

Glynda Walker
Realtor

218 South Madison Street • Athens, AL 35611
Phone (256) 233-3400
Toll Free 1-877-311-ARES (2737)

Fax: (256) 233-3422
www.alabamarealestatesolutions.com

Darla Bunker
Realtor

Linda Toone
Realtor

Barbara Graham
Realtor

Heather Green
Realtor

103 Years Experience
FHLBA Home Improvements Grants
For Low Income Veteran Homeowners

What does the Grant Cover:
Provides up to $12,500 or $15,000 (15-20% used for processing fees) in grant funding for weatherization, energy efficient and/or handicap
accessibility improvements of an existing owner-occupied home. Grant funding does not require repayment as long as the homeowner does
not sell the home or do a cash-out refinance within 5 years. Eligible improvements include exterior doors, HVAC systems, insulation, water
heaters, roofs, windows, low-flow plumbing fixtures, exterior ramps and sidewalks, bathroom and kitchen renovations (for handicap accessibility), door widening, floor replacement, and other general repairs. The grant starts at $12,500 for all veterans/active military, but goes up to
$15,000 for veterans/active military who have served in an Overseas Military Intervention Environment. As a FHLB member bank, Reliance
Bank, processes and facilities applications for the counties listed below.
Please note: We can only work applications that are requesting the above rehabilitation work. The FHLB cannot fund applications for removable improvements
such as dishwashers, refrigerators, washers, dryers, or air conditioning window units.

Who Qualifies:
1. Veterans, active duty members of any branch of the U.S. military, or their surviving spouse
2. Household Income: The household income must be below the following limits
Number of People in the
Household

1
Person

2
Person

3
Person

4
Person

5
Person

6
Person

7
Person

Madison & Limestone County $39,050

$44,640 $50,240

$55,760 $60,250

$64,720

$69,200

Morgan, Marshall, and
Lawrence County

$34,600 $38,950

$43,300 $46,750

$50,200

$53,650

$30,300

3. Homeowners: You must have owned and occupied the subject property for at least 30 days
4. Intent to Occupy the Property for Five Years: Each applicant must sign a Security Agreement that is attached to the title for five
years. If the home is sold or a cash-out refinance is done over the five year period, then there is a possibility the grant will have to
be repaid. The amount on the Security Agreement (amount to be paid payback if sold, etc) decreases 20% each year over the five
year period. This is to prevent fraud and abuse of the grant program.
Please pick up Applications @ CGS Construction, located at 218 S. Madison St., Athens, AL 256-233-3400 or 256-431-7917
Required with Application: copy of your deed, DD-214, and if a surviving spouse, a marriage and death certificate.
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