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Derek and Olivia Pirtle, married December of 2015. This is their 2nd Valentine’s together. Photo by Joel and Amber Photography

Athens' Nip & Tuck Florist:
Hard to beat at Valentine's Day
By Sonny Turner

nesses in Athens. The florist, located at "The florist was purchased in 1972 by
ip & Tuck is a one-of-a-kind type 808 U.S. Highway 72 West, has been my parents, Eugene and Martha Tuck,"
florist that this year will celebrate family owned and operated since 1972. said Jeannie Pirtle. "My parents moved
here from Memphis, Tenn. to raise their
45 years in business.
"We keep our prices the children in a small town."
Owned and operated by Limestone same year round even
Jeannie worked co-op while a junior
County's own, Jeannie Pirtle, Nip & Tuck
has all there is to offer for this Valen- during Valentines Day: A and senior at Athens High School. She
to working at the florist alongtine's Day, February 14th. They keep dozen
roses wrapped returned
side her parents when she started
prices the same year round, even dur$29.99
or
$31.99
in
a
doing floral décor for weddings in
ing Valentine's Day. A dozen wrapped
March, 1999.
roses cost $29.99 and those in a vase vase."
continued on page 15
are $31.99.
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Nip & Tuck is one of the oldest busi-

- Jeannie Pirtle

THE SONNY SIDE

by Sonny Turner

Snails delaying Greenbrier bridge work
move to replace a washed
out bridge on old Alabama
Hwy. 20 near Greenbrier is
moving as slowly as the endangered snails the feds are protecting
in that area.
Yes, that is right - a river snail and
two other endangered species in
Limestone Creek beneath the
bridge. Officials say not only are
the snails causing a delay in construction, they also are driving up
the costs of the bridge replacement.
But Limestone County officials said
this week that after lengthy delays
to replace the flooded out bridge,
there may be some signs of life to
replace it which has been out since
Christmas Day 2015.
Officials said the bridge replacement has been slowed by concerns
the work might negatively impact

started today, it will be well into
2018 before the bridge work is
completed and the road reopened
for traffic.
In my opinion, it's a lot of red tape
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wetlands and the federally protected snails that know the nearby
creek as their home.
Limestone District 3 Commissioner
Jason Black told The Decatur Daily
this week that his phone "has been
melting" with complaints when
asked about the delays in construction. The road that allows motorists to travel from Mooresville
Road to Greenbrier has forced residents who live on it to take de-

tours. One major restaurant, the
Old Greenbrier Barbecue, is also
affected.
Apparently, funding is in place for
the project but the Alabama Department of Transportation is still
waiting for approvals from several
agencies including an environmental recommendation from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Agency.
But the downside to all this is they
say even if the project construction
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CONSISTENT COMFORT.
WE’VE GOT IT DOWN COLD.

Whatever your perfect temperature, you’ll enjoy consistent comfort with
the heating and cooling systems homeowners ranked number one in
durability.* American Standard. It’s cool to be comfortable.
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Alabama Supreme Court Justice
Tom Parker to visit Athens

through our daily lives and don’t realize how much of our freedom is based
on our long legal history. Understanding the basis for those laws is essential to understanding our role at
citizens. I look forward to having
Judge Parker share some of that rich
history with our community.”

om Parker, associate justice of
the Alabama Supreme Court, is
coming to the Athens-Limestone
County Public Library on Tuesday,
February 21 to present a talk on the
Christian foundations of early American law. He will give the talk twice on
the same day, once from 3:00 to 4:00
and again from 6:00 to 8:00. Both
presentations are free and open to
the public.

T

The event is hosted by the Limestone
County Republicans. Noah Wahl,
chairman of the LCR says, “We’re
pleased to bring Justice Parker to the
Athens area. Parker has proved himself to be a remarkable constitutional
scholar.” As well as the U.S. Constitution, Justice Parker has spent considerable time studying William
Blackstone’s Commentaries on the
Laws of England, an influential eighteenth century treatise on the common law of England. His discussion
will include Blackstone’s Commentaries, its influence, as well as the in-

Justice Parker was first elected to the
Alabama Supreme Court in 2004 and
was re-elected in 2010. Previously, he
served as the deputy administrative
director of courts, where he advised
trial court judges, and as the director
of the Alabama Judicial College, providing training for new judges and
continuing legal education for all the
trial judges in Alabama.

fluence of Christianity, on early American lawmakers.
Hosting an Alabama Supreme Court
justice is also a proud moment for

Athens-Limestone County Public Library. “The library is excited to welcome Judge Parker,” says Paula
Laurita, director of the library. “We go

For more information:
Paula Laurita
Director
Athens-Limestone County
Public Library
(256) 232-1233
plaurita@alcpl.org

—SAWMILL NOW OPEN—
Specializing in Residential & Commercial
Tree Removal & Trimming
We Work With Your Insurance Company
On Storm Related Damage

Soil Conditioner Available
Soil Conditioner $25 per yard
Mulch in Chocolate, Brown, Black $29 per yard, Natural $19.99 per yard

Dangerous Tree Removal • Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing • Licensed & Insured
Mention this ad
for a

10% discount
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www.eagerbeaverstreeservice.com

Mention this ad
for a
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256-772-8009
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Downtown Athens Chocolate Walk
makes for one sweet Saturday

rownie bites paired with a
succulent 20 percent off
storewide sale.
A popcorn bar with chocolate toppings coupled with acoustical
music.
Chocolate fondue matched with a
tempting $25 gift card.
All this delectable goodness indicates it is time for the annual Spirit
of Athens Chocolate Walk for
Downtown Athens. The chocolateshopping romance will be Saturday, Feb. 11, from 1-6 p.m. Tickets
are $5 and are available by ordering online through Event Brite.
Several downtown merchants are
participating, and this is but a sample of some of the sweet deals:
● Epiphany will have chocolate
rosebuds and 20 percent off
storewide.
● Square Clock Coffee will have
brownie bites.
● CEI Bookstore will have chocolate dipped matzos, a book giveaway and other store specials.

B
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● High Cotton Arts will have a popcorn bar with chocolate toppings,
Valentine-themed artwork for sale
and acoustical music from 2-4
p.m. by Sharpshooter, a band from
the Shoals area.
● Crawford’s Gifts will have chocolate treats, 20 percent off
storewide and a $25 gift card door
prize drawing.
● Spirit of Athens Executive Director Melanie Newton said Spirit of

Athens and Athens Saturday Market will have chocolate fondue and
register for a $25 Saturday Market
gift card and an individual membership for Spirit of Athens.
“The Chocolate Walk gives the

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

Spirit of Athens an opportunity to
provide a fun event for the community and for our merchants,
boost their retail sales, which tend
to drop off after the Christmas holidays,” said Spirit of Athens Promotions Chair Holly Hollman.
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CONSIGN WORLD

Prom & Pageant 2017
It’s all about the gown!

Lay-a-way Available
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661 US Hwy 72 West • Athens • 256-444-2055
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Thank you for shopping
Consign World!
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5 Easy Ways to Say “I Love You”

f gift-giving isn’t your strong suit,
occasions like Valentine’s Day
are likely to bring on stress and
worry, but procrastinating will only
serve to elevate your unease.
Follow these steps to simplify your
shopping, and while you may not
come to love the task of finding
the perfect gift, your loved one will
undoubtedly appreciate your effort.
Browse for ideas online. Many retailers offer special promotions
and gift idea sections on their websites, so finding inspiration can be
as easy as visiting the sites of your
loved one’s favorite stores. There
are also dozens of articles online
to help get the ideas flowing.
Searches such as “gifts for horse
lovers” or “Valentine’s gifts for a
new boyfriend” will reveal a long
list of ideas to peruse.
Keep it simple. Although the advertising industry works hard to
convince consumers otherwise,
Valentine’s Day isn’t really all
about the bling. Sure, a pretty

I
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bauble is a welcome gift, but there
are plenty of ways to show your affection that don’t require spending
a month’s salary. A heartfelt card
paired with a memento of a meaningful event or place in your relationship sends the same loving
sentiment.

Make it a (different) date. For
many couples, navigating the demands of work, kids and life make
spending time together a luxury.
Instead of fighting crowds at busy
restaurants on the official date,
celebrate your love on a day of
your own choosing, when you can

relax and enjoy the time together
without the pressure to rush
through dessert so your table can
be flipped for the next waiting couple.
Give blooms a boost. A dozen
long-stem red roses is a beautiful
gesture, but unless your intended
rose receiver is a strictly traditional
type, try adding a little spice to
your floral arrangement. Go for a
bouquet in her favorite color, or
have the flowers arranged in a
practical vessel she can reuse to
remember the occasion, such as a
cocktail shaker or a watering can.
Go ahead, gift yourself. It may
seem counter-intuitive, but finding
a gift you’ll enjoy may inspire an
idea for your loved one. The trick is
finding something you can share
together, whether it’s tickets to a
show or his and hers mugs for enjoying your favorite brew. Just be
sure the item is something your intended will share your enthusiasm
for, or you may as well go buy a
blender.

The

Floor Gallery

25065 US HWY 72 Athens, AL 35613
3 miles East of I-65 in big tan building

256-216-9055

For Friendly Service and
Top Quality Flooring
Come by The Floor Gallery
Owners, Steve & Wanda Clutts
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You can’t have ‘Heart’ without the ‘Art’
● Share an affection for creativity
with your children by bringing them
to the free pre-Mardi Gras Street
Fair activity on Feb. 28 at 5:30
p.m. to make Mardi Gras masks
and decorate their wagons for the
Downtown Athens celebration and
mini-parade. Athens Arts League
will provide art supplies and Moon
Pies while supplies last. The Mardi
Gras Street Fair will start at 6:30
p.m. and will include marching by
High Cotton Arts.

ocal artists are encouraging
the community to become infatuated with High Cotton Arts
in February, and they are using
their artistic talents, a popcorn bar
and Mardi Gras decorating event
to lure visitors.

L

Athens Arts League operates High
Cotton Arts, a non-profit art incubator in Downtown Athens. Look
for the building on Washington
Street with window galleries, including one that will become home
to artist Karen Middleton’s Willy
Wonka creation. The 30x40 painting depicts Gene Wilder in his famous Willy Wonka role, and ties
into the upcoming Chocolate Walk
event that High Cotton Arts is participating in this month.

High Cotton Arts is open to the
public Wednesday and Thursday
from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Friday, and Saturday from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Athens Arts League in partnership with H.C. Blake and Co. of
Huntsville provides the facility for
the community.

“If you have not visited High Cotton
Arts, we are hoping to entice you to
come by this month,” said Athens
Arts League Chairwoman Amy
Golden. “February is known for
Valentine’s Day and Mardi Gras,
and we are offering events that celebrate love and fun. One visit and
you’ll become infatuated with what
all High Cotton Arts offers.

Here are some of the events and
programs offered in February:

Artist Karen Middleton’s Willy Wonka painting.
● Shop for your Valentine. Artists
have made heart-themed pieces
service at High Cotton Arts.
from ceramics to paintings to tile.
There also are gift certificates ● Savor the written word with the
monthly Listening Lounge on Feb.
available.
16 at 6:30 p.m. with author Jim
● Enjoy a sweet Saturday at High
Nesbitt, who is launching his new
Cotton Arts during the Feb. 11
book “The Right Wrong Number.”
Spirit of Athens Chocolate Walk
There will be readings from the
(Spirit of Athens is selling tickets
book by Nesbitt and author Jerry
online at Eventbrite). High Cotton
Barksdale and light refreshments.
Arts is one of the stops for ticket
This is a free event.
holders and will offer a popcorn
bar with chocolate toppings from ● Make an emotional connection
1-6 p.m. In addition, there will be with art by taking a class from one
acoustical music provided by of the studio artists. Classes inSharpshooter from 2-4 p.m., and clude watercolors, acrylics and alvisitors can meet the studio cohol ink on tile. There are
morning and evening classes for
artists.
all ages. For class information, call
● Fall in love with old photos again
256-232-7717 or go on Facebook
by getting them restored. Photogto “High Cotton Arts.”
rapher Randall Lewter offers this
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“High Cotton Arts is more than a
building where artists rent space,”
said Athens Arts League Vice President Diane Lehr. “It is a gathering
place for creative souls. I have
seen those who are intimidated by
art learn from our classes that
High Cotton Arts is a safe zone.
With a little instruction, they begin
to lose their fear of failure as they
see their own artwork become
something meaningful to their
lives.”
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OUTDOORS with Danny Johnson

Bass fishing in Florida

ocal fishermen ready to start
the 2017 bass fishing season travel south to the big O
to get things under way. Florida
is a fisherman’s paradise with the
many lakes found throughout the
state. The Kissimee River chain
of lakes offers big bass opportunities. The Stick Marsh is another
popular Florida lake that produces good numbers of fish, and
at the same time, provides the
angler with a trophy opportunity.
South Florida is home to one of
the most popular big bass lakes
in the country. The big O, as it is
referred to by fishermen, are talking about Lake Okeechobee. This
30 mile wide lake is blessed with
fish holding cover vegetation
which provides cover for the rapid
growing Florida bass. Saw grass,
cattails, reed, and hydrilla, are
commonly found aquatic plants
growing in the lake. This, with
good water quality and abundance of bait fish, makes Okeechobee a top notch fishery.
There are several methods to
catch big bass on Okeechobee
one of them being flipping creature baits into the grass beds. A 1
oz. sinker or heavier is required to

L

punch through the tightly grass
mats. Another technique is running a top water swim bait
around the more broken up grass
patches.
Wind plays a big role on the
Southern lake. When high winds
blow a couple days the silt with
color up the water and this can
be a show stopper.
Sight fishing is another method of
locating and catching big bass on
clear water lakes. The big female
bass will hold on sandy beds
when the spawn is under way.
Pitching an offer into an active
bed can produce rod jarring
strikes.
The top water fishermen also fish
the plastic frogs across the matted grass. The big blow up has
been referred to as looking like a
commode flushed.
The sunshine lakes also provide
great crappie fishing. This state
would be a good place to call
home if you like to fish. Fresh
water fishing at its best and the
inland bays off the Gulf of Mexico
offer some super red fish fishing.
Warm weather, beautiful golf
courses, and great fishing make
this state a favorite place for re-

tired folks.
Plan a fishing trip to Florida with

friends and build some memories
that will last a life time

Covering North Alabama With Quality Electrical Work

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

Licensed, Insured, and Workman’s Comp

FREE ESTIMATES
256-206-5776
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www.trelectrical.com
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A Big O bucketmouth bass.
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Local woman tells cancer: ‘You picked the wrong person’

hen Daveen Raby Stanford received a cancer diagnosis last year, she
responded with grit determination.
“Cancer, you have picked the
wrong person this time,” she told
the disease.
Stanford now is cancer free but
still helping battle the disease. As
secretary of the Limestone County
Cattlemen’s Association, she is
working with the City of Athens
Relay for Life Team to host a ribeye
steak sandwich fundraiser for the
American Cancer Society on March
31 in Athens. The luncheon will be
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Friendship United Methodist Church. Tickets are $10 each. Members from
Cattlemen’s will prepare the steaks
on site.
“When I was diagnosed with cancer, I thought about what a tough
fight I had ahead of me with
chemo and/or radiation,” Stanford
said. “Little did I know the type
cancer I had didn’t respond to either. I am clear of cancer at this
time, but there is always the
chance it could come back. If it
does, I hope researchers have
found a way to fight it. Supporting
Relay for Life is very important to
me. Money raised goes for research, so just maybe it will save
my life, or someone who has the
same type cancer as I do.”
According to the American Cancer
Society’s latest data, in 2015, it
spent $151 million on cancer research, $348 million on patient
support programs, $123 million
on prevention information/education programs and $87 million on
detection and treatment.

W

Relay T-shirts.

“Daveen is working with us to get
supplies at a good price so we can
raise as much as possible from
this fundraiser for the American
Cancer Society,” said City of
Athens Relay for Life Captain Holly
Hollman. “We hope to serve about
600 people, and I believe our community will help us reach that
goal.”
Hollman said the community already is responding. Friendship
United Methodist Church offered to
host the event. Athens Rotary is
having its weekly luncheon at the
event. Athens High School choir director John Malone is bringing 40
talented students to provide inspirational singing, and CDPA is sponsoring them for lunch.
“It motivates us as a team to see
farmers, an accounting firm, a

church, high school students, community leaders and city employees
work together to show cancer that
as a community, we are like Daveen. We mean business,” Hollman
said. “We will not sit idly by. We will
continue the fight.”
Tickets are pre-sale only so organizers can obtain the needed
amount of supplies. Tickets are
available from Stanford, Hollman,
city Relay team members and by
calling City Hall at 256-233-8730.
The luncheon is dine in or carry
out. Relay members will deliver
large orders in the Athens area.
The City of Athens Relay for Life
Team has other fundraisers underway as well. This year’s countywide theme is “Passport to a
Cure.” To coincide with that theme,
the City Team is selling T-shirts

with the slogan “Light the Journey
with Hope.” The purple Comfort
Color T-shirts have a lighthouse
shining over the world and a star
for Athens, Ala., on the globe.
Short sleeve shirts are $15 and
long sleeve are $20. The team is
taking pre-orders through Friday,
Feb. 10, and is ordering only a few
extra shirts. To pre-order, call Vicky
Dowd at 256-233-8730 or email
Holly Hollman at hhollman@athensal.us.
The annual City of Athens Relay for
Life Bass Fishing Tournament is
earlier this year, so save the date
for April 8 at Ingalls Harbor in Decatur. More details are coming
soon. The City of Athens Relay for
Life Celebrity Waiters Night also is
in the planning stages.
Relay for Life of Limestone County
will host its countywide celebration
on May 12 at the Sportsplex.
Those interested in participating
as a team can contact American
Cancer Society Community Manager Cherry Hammonds at 256221-3926.
City of Athens Relay for Life/Cattlemen’s
Ribeye
Sandwich
Fundraiser Sponsored by CDPA
When: Friday, March 31, 2017
Where: Friendship
United Methodist Church
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Cost: $10
(includes sandwich,
chips and drink)
Get Tickets: Call Athens City Hall
at 256-233-8730
Additional Info: Dine in or carry
out. Music provided by
Athens High School Choir.
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Delights

by Debra Johnson

Vegetable Rice Pilaf
hange up your plain rice side Place artichoke heart quarters on
dish by adding a few veggies paper towels: pat dry. Thinly slice
each artichoke quarter lengthwise:
and garlic!
reserve.
Ingredients:
In skillet, heat oil over medium
heat. Add carrots, celery and gar1 can (14 oz) quartered
lic; cook, stirring frequently, until
artichoke hearts, drained
almost tender, 5-7 minutes. Stir in
1 Tbs. olive oil
rice and cook, stirring until coated
3 carrots, diagonally cut into 1/4” with oil, about 2 minutes.
thick slices, about 1/2 cup
Add chicken broth, bay leaf, thyme
2 cloves garlic, minced
and salt; over high heat, bring to
3/4 cup uncooked rice
boil. Reduce heat to low; cover
and simmer until liquid is almost
1 3/4 cups lower sodium
absorbed and rice is tender, about
chicken broth
25 minutes.
1 bay leaf
Stir in artichoke slices and scal1/4 tsp. dried thyme
lions; cover and heat through. Re1/4 tsp. salt
move bay leaf before serving.
About 4 servings.
2 scallions, halved and thinly
sliced- about 1/3 cup

C

Show off your sweet side this Valentine’s Day
reat family, friends and coworkers to something they
will all love this Valentine’s
Day by making easy and impressive cookies. Start with your favorite roll-out cookie recipe or
simply dress up store-bought ones
by adding some simple details with
icing.
• Desserts with dimension.
Triple your treats by stacking
three decorated cookies in different sizes together and attach them with icing.
• Complement with color. A
simple piping technique looks
stunning when piped in different colors on your cookies.
• Get to gifting. Wrap your finished treats in a Valentine’s
Day treat bag or box.

and full-strength tinted icing to outline cookies. Use thinned tinted
icing in cut decorating bag to fill in
cookies; gently tap to smooth
icing. Let dry overnight.
Use icing to attach cookies, stacking largest to smallest; place icing
decoration on top.

T
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Stackable Ombre Heart Cookies
Each stacked cookie serves 1.
Favorite roll-out cookie recipe
Royal Icing
Rose Icing Color
Heart Micro Mini Icing
Decorations
Prepare and roll out cookie dough
following recipe directions. Use 3
smallest cutters from 4-piece heart
nesting cookie cutter set to cut out
shapes. Bake and cool cookies.
Divide royal icing into three equal
portions, and tint 3 shades of rose.
Thin a portion of each shade following recipe directions. Use tip 3

Scalloped Heart Cookies
Each cookie serves 1.
Favorite roll-out cookie recipe
Ready-To-Use White Creamy
Decorator Icing
Icing Colors: Burgundy, Red-Red
and Christmas Red

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

Prepare and roll out dough following recipe directions. Use largest
cutter from the 4-piece heart nesting cookie cutter set to cut out
shape. Bake and cool cookies.
Divide icing into four equal portions. Tint one of each portion light
burgundy, dark burgundy and combination of red-red/Christmas red.
Reserve last portion white.
Starting from top edge of heart,
use tip 102 and icing in dark burgundy, light burgundy, red and
white to pipe V-shaped groups of
two petals, one piped from left and
one from right, to create row of
petals in alternating colors. Repeat
with second row between petals in
first row. Continue to repeat pattern until cookies are covered.

February 10, 2017

Acclaimed Novelist, Jim Nesbitt to celebrate launch of new novel,
‘The Right Wrong Number’ at High Cotton Arts Center
Nesbitt will autograph and discuss The Right Wrong Number
at High Cotton Arts Center on February 16, 2017 beginning at 6:30 PM

cclaimed novelist Jim Nesbitt
will celebrate the release of
his new novel, The Right
Wrong Number with a launch
event at High Cotton Arts Center at
103 West Washington Street,
Athens on February 16, 2017 beginning at 6:30 PM. The event, part
of the Athens Arts League’s “Listening Lounge” series, will feature
readings from The Right Wrong
Number and a book signing. Fellow
Athens author and humor columnist Jerry Barksdale will serve as
emcee. The event is free and open
to the public.
Nesbitt, an award-winning novelist
and well-traveled correspondent,
takes readers on a tour de force
that races from the gleaming towers of Houston to the stark desert
mountains of the Texas Big Bend
country and northern Mexico in
The Right Wrong Number. Gritty
and remorseless, hard-hitting and
hard-boiled, The Right Wrong
Number features an indelible protagonist, Dallas private eye Ed Earl
Burch. He’s smart, tough, profane
and reckless: Ed Earl Burch is nobody’s hero—and nobody’s fool.
About The Right Wrong Number:
When the phone rings long after
midnight, it spells trouble of the
lethal kind for Ed Earl Burch. A
cashiered homicide detective with
bad knees, a wounded liver and an
empty bank account, Burch has
been hired to protect an old flame
after the disappearance of her
husband, a high-flying Houston financier who ripped off his clients,
including some deeply unsavory
gentlemen from New Orleans. It’s
a simple job that goes wrong fast,
plunging Burch into a ruthless contest where nothing is as it seems
and no one can be trusted. Money
and sex— twin temptations served
up by the old flame, a rangy strawberry blonde with a violent temper
and a terminal knack for larceny
and betrayal—tempt Burch to
break his own rules. But when his

A

February 10, 2017

best friend gets murdered by hired
muscle in Dallas, Burch blames
himself and grimly sets out for
vengeance.
Bristling with relentless action, a
pulse-racer of a plot, a solid storyline, and a colorful cast of characters, The Right Wrong Number is
hard-boiled detective fiction at its
finest. With his pitch-perfect voice
and keen eye for detail, Jim Nesbitt uses the skills honed over
decades of deadline journalism to
create an extraordinary story centered on a protagonist like no
other: the deeply flawed but wildly
compelling Ed Earl Burch.
About the author: For more than
30 years, Jim Nesbitt chased presidential candidates, hurricanes,
earthquakes, rodeo cowboys,
ranchers, neo-Nazis and nuns as a

roving correspondent for newspapers and wire services across the
country. Also the author of The
Last Second Chance, Nesbitt lives
in Athens, Alabama. Visit Jim Nesbitt online at: www.jimnesbitthardboiledbooks.com.
Nesbitt has received high praise,
including:
“Nesbitt channels the lyricism of
James Crumley, the twisted kick of
Jim Thompson, and the cold, dark
heart of Mickey Spillane.” – Jayne
Loader, author of Wild America
“If Chandler’s noir was a neon sign
in the LA sunset, Nesbitt’s noir is
the Shiner Bock sign buzzing outside the last honky-tonk you’ll hit
before the long drive to the next
one. Roll down the window; it’s a
hot night. It’s a fast ride.”
– James Lileks, author of The
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Casablanca Tango
“In Burch, Nesbitt has created a
more angst-ridden and bad-ass
version of Michael Connelly’s
Harry Bosch and a Tex-Mex landscape much meaner than the
streets of LA.” –Bob Morris, Edgar
Award nominee and author of Baja
Florida
The Right Wrong Number will be
published in trade paper (ISBN:
978-0-9983294-0-6, 308 pages,
$14.99) and eBook (ISBN: 978-09983294-1-3, $4.99) editions and
available nationwide in February,
2017. Members of the news media
wishing to request additional information about Jim Nesbitt or The
Right Wrong Number are asked to
contact Maryglenn McCombs by
phone: (615) 297-9875, or by
email: maryglenn@maryglenn.com
Page 11

YEARS AGO IN LIMESTONE COUNTY

by Rebekah Davis
Limestone County Archivist

Limestone’s first settlers were illegal immigrants in Chickasaw nation
The Early Days of Limestone
and Alabama
What: Limestone County Archivist
Rebekah Davis and Athens State
University Professor Dr. Harry Joiner
will tell stories about the
beginnings of our county and state.
When: 11:30 a.m.,
Saturday, March 4
Where: Revival Center,
W. Washington St. across from
First Presbyterian Church of Athens
For more information:

Call 256-233-6404 or e-mail
archives@limestonecounty-al.gov.

hey came to the “great bend”
of the Tennessee River as
they pushed westward across
the new country, and, drawn by the
lush beauty of the land, they
stayed.

T

But they were not welcome.

The story of Limestone County before it ever became known by that
name is one of two tenacious societies, both fighting for the right to
live and thrive in the place that
they called “home.”

Long before the first European soldier, a member of Hernando de
Soto’s expedition, set foot in the
Tennessee Valley in 1540, the
Cherokee and Chickasaw nations
fished the rivers and hunted the
elk in what would one day become
Limestone County.

The Chickasaws inhabited the
western area of the valley, raising
their crops on land controlled by
the women of the families, while
the men of the villages waged
fierce battles with rival tribes and
settlements. Meanwhile, the
Cherokees established settlements
northeast Alabama, raising crops
and hunting in the river valley. The
two tribes clashed where their
lands met – in central North Alabama, today’s Limestone County.
After the Cherokees ceded this
area to the United States in 1806,
the Chickasaws moved right in and
claimed it.

The only problem was, the Europeans kept on coming. And in the
fall of 1806, a group of settlers
piled into flat boats in East Tennessee and paddled down the Tennessee River and up the Elk River,
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finally settling at Buck Island. The
first ones to build a cabin were
brothers William and James Sims,
and the group became known as
the Sims Settlement. The settlers
had names that you can still see in
the Limestone County phone book
today, like Murrell, Redus, French,
and Greenhaw.
They planted corn and started
making a living and a life in different ways. Thomas Redus built a
mill on Witty Creek, while James
Ford established a ferry service
near Prospect, Tenn. Benjamin
French built a cabin for his wife
and 11 children, and Elizabeth
Sims got a job teaching native
women how to spin and weave for
$15 per month plus 37.5 cents a
day for board.
But they were illegal immigrants in
the Chickasaw nation. The Chickasaw border ran diagonally across
the northeast corner of today’s
Limestone County, and any settler
living west of that line was breaking federal law.

frightened away by a passing person, saying as soon as he is past,
they return.
The settlers wrote to Madison in
1810, and 450 of them signed the
letter begging him to let them stay.
Part of that letter read, “We will not
remove our fellow citizens off,
which will bring many women and
children to a state of starvation
merely to gratify a heathen nation
who have no better right to this
land than we have ourselves.”
Ultimately, the tenacity of the settlers won out. The Chickasaws
ceded the land including Limestone County to the federal government in 1816; the area was
designated Elk County and then
became part of the Alabama territory in 1817; and Limestone
County was established in 1818
prior to Alabama’s statehood in
1819.
On March 3, 2017, as Alabama
kicks off two years of celebration
of the state’s bicentennial on the

anniversary of its establishment as
a territory, Limestone County will
kick off its own bicentennial celebrations. You are invited to learn
more about the Chickasaws, the
Sims Settlement, and more about
the earliest days of Limestone
County, Alabama by joining me and
Athens State University Professor
Dr. Harry Joiner for a learning event
at 11:30 a.m., Saturday, March 4,
at the Revival Center on Washington Street, across from the First
Presbyterian Church. We’ll see you
there!
Sources for this article include “Encyclopedia
of Alabama;” “An Archaeological and Historical
Study of Fort Hampton, Limestone County, Alabama (1809-1816)” by Tonya Chandler; “Sims
Settlement: Our Squatter Ancestors;” by Ruth
Dixon and Bob Priest; and “Early History of
Limestone County” by R.A. McClellan.

*PLEASE NOTE: The Limestone County Archives
will be closed to the public from Aug. 1, 2016,
through early 2017, while the Archives building is
under renovation. Researchers may make an appointment to visit the Archives' temporary office
at 310 W. Washington St. by calling 256-2336404 or by e-mailing archives@limestonecountyal.gov<mailto:archives@limestonecounty-al.gov>.

The Chickasaws weren’t having it.
They wrote to the federal government in 1808, saying that allowing
the squatters to remain would be
an example for others to follow,
and “we can be no more a nation.”

1806 Wilkinson Street
Athens, AL 35611

So President Madison dashed off
an order as soon as he took office
in 1809, demanding that the
troops be sent in to forcibly remove
the settlers. Fort Hampton was established as home base for these
troops, and time and again they
tore down homes and fences to
drive out the squatters.

256-216-8621

256-242-1444
1-877-885-5592
Emergency Line:

Amos French was one such squatter, about whom R. A. McClellan
wrote:
“In about 1810 one of the Indians,
who had shared his hospitality,
came to him in a ‘little new ground’
in which he was at work, and in
bad English, made him understand
that evil was impending and he left
as quickly as he could. Before he
had gotten out of sight, however,
he saw the smoke arising from his
cabins on fire.”
However, one Chickasaw chief
compared the settlers to crows

Alabama State Law requires you to call the
Alabama One Call Center 48 hours prior to any
excavation, to have underground utilities located.

811 is the new national
three digit call number.

Athens Gas Department reminds you
“MAKE EVERY DIG A SAFE DIG”
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UNCLE BONDEE’S ADVENTURES

by Uncle Bondee

A Country Valentine’s Day
alentine’s day has always
provided a chance to show
your love to that special one
in your life. The boys in the holler
were very creative when it came
to gift giving. There wasn’t any
fancy card or boxes of candy to
woo your loved one.

V

Dalton was handy curing out animal hides he had trapped. Dalton
made his girl friend a pretty purse
from rabbit fur. The fur purse was
a special gift that displayed his
feelings for the young lady. A
hand made purse was a special
gift made for a special person.
I got Grandma to bake me a
chocolate pie to give to my girl
friend on Valentine’s day. You
could not go wrong with a fresh
baked pie.
Sweet smelling perfume was also
a favorite with the local girls. I recall a perfume called Blue Waltz
that provided a strong fragrance.

new girls and boys to be shy, but
soon they overcame it and were
dancing and enjoying each
other’s conversation.

Another crafty way to say ‘ I love
you’ was carving it on a slick skin
beech tree. You could find the
names of boys and girls carved
on the tree with a heart shaped
carving surrounding the name of
the pair that was courting. This
was a means of marking your territory and informing other suitors
of ‘hands off’ on that special person.

The 14th day of February was the
only holiday until spring, then
Easter was celebrated. January
and February were cold months
and keeping a hot wood fire going
was your primary job. Keeping
water to the live stock un-frozen
was also a challenge. The
branches & ponds would freeze
up when the temperatures
dropped into the single digits.

Sometimes we would make home
made valentines from brown
paper bags. We would make up
poems and be creative with sayings as we wrote them down with
crayons. A dance was also lots of
fun with local musicians playing
music for the dance. A stand up
bass, fiddles, and guitars made
up the instruments. A square
dance was popular and a good
way to meet girls from other communities. It was common for the

Life was hard in the good old
days, but families were close and
took care of each other’s needs.
There was good food and shelter
and plenty of love to go around.
Cupid did his magic on Valentine’s Day back then just like
today, only the means of expressing love might be a little different.
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Nip & Tuck Florist continued from front page

eannie purchased the florist in
July, 2014 and has been running the operations since.
Nip & Tuck has fresh live flowers in
stock for purchase, special order
bulk fresh or silk flowers available,
fresh and silk funeral sprays, baskets and family pieces, novelties,
framed pictures and collegiate
trimmings for arrangements, and
live plants ranging from $15 to
$75.
Nip & Tuck offers free delivery to
hospital, nursing homes, funeral
homes and all businesses.

J

Services offered by Nip & Tuck include full service event planning,
floral décor for corporate events,
full service floral design for weddings, free consultation, and during the Spring and on Mother's Day
they will have fresh shipments of
hanging baskets and blooming
pots.
If you need a florist,
call Jeannie at
256-232-4640.
Visit them on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/
Weddings-by-Jeannie198434296897251
https://www.facebook.com/
NipandTuck-Florist782235705159309

Matt and Kasey Maze with their dog Maddie. They were married in 2016 so this is their first married Valentine’s day.

Nip & Tuck

Florist

Photo Courtesy of Twelve 31 Photography

Wby Jeannie
EDDING’S

808 US Highway 72 West • Athens, AL 35611
256-232-4640
February 10, 2017
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SEARCHING FOR TRUTH

by Kevin Harrington, Marion Street Chuch of Christ

Don’t break the chain
man was driving his car,
when he saw an old lady,
stranded on the side of the
road. He saw that she needed
help. So he stopped his Pontiac
near her Mercedes and got out.
He smiled, while he was approaching her, still she was worried, as nobody had stopped for
hours. Moreover, he did not look
safe, as his appearance was so
poor and shabby. He could see,
how frightened she was, so he
tried to calm her: “I’m here to
help you, don‘t worry. My name is
Bryan Anderson.”
The tire was flat, so he had to
crawl under the car. While changing the tire, he got dirty and his
hands were hurt.

A

When the job was done, she
asked how much she owed him
for his help. Bryan smiled. He
said: “If you really want to pay me
back, the next time you see
someone, who needs help, give
that person the needed assistance. And think of me.”
At the same evening, the lady
stopped by a small cafe. That
place looked dingy. Then she saw
a waitress, nearly eight months
pregnant, wiping her wet hair with
a towel. The waitress had a sweet
friendly smile, although she had
spent on her feet the whole day.
The lady wondered how someone, who has so little, can be so
kind and giving to a stranger.
Then she remembered Bryan.
The lady had finished her meal
and paid with a hundred dollar
bill. The waitress went to get
change and when she came
back, the lady was gone. She left
a note on the napkin: “You don‘t
own me anything. Somebody
once helped me, just like now I‘m
helping you. If you really want to
pay me back, do not let this chain
of love end with you. ”The waitress found four more one hundred bills under the napkin.
That night the waitress came
Page 16

Kevin Harrington
home earlier. She was thinking
about the lady and the money
she left. She was wondering, how
the lady could know, how much
she and her husband needed it,
especially now, when the baby
will soon arrive. She knew that
her husband worried about that,
so she was glad to tell him good
news. Then she kissed him and
whispered “Now everything will
be all right. I love you, Bryan Anderson.”
~ Author Unknown
We are so blessed to have a God
who was willing to send His Son,
Jesus, to die for the forgiveness
of our sins. His love is so great for
His children, that He was willing
to watch His Son die. Jesus’ love
was so great for us that He was
willing to stay on the cross and
suffer an excruciating death. The
chain has been started. What will
you do with God’s love? Will you
pass it on to someone else? Or
will you throw it away and live
your life by your own rules? Find
someone today that needs God’s
love.

MarionStreet

church of Christ

124 N. Marion Street
256-232-1786
Website: www.marionstreet.org

SERVICES
Sunday - Manor Service 8:30 a.m.
Worship 9:30 a.m.
Bible Class 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday - Bible Class 6:30 p.m.

Evangelist - Kevin Harrington
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ALEXANDER, CORDER, & SHELLY, P.C.
Jefferson Street at Green Street
Athens, AL 35611
256-232-1130
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Our #1 goal is to provide the best legal representation
for each and every person that we work with.

AREAS OF PRACTICE:
• Personal Injury

• Family Law

- Automobile Accidents
- Workman’s Compensation
- 18-Wheeler Accidents
- Products Liability

- Divorce
- Guardianship
- Custody
- Wills and Probate

• Social Security Disability
• General Law
- Litigation
- Corporate and LLC Formations
- Real Estate Closings & Title Insurance
- Landlord — Tenant Matters
- Real Property Issues

NO MATTER IS TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREE
CONSULTATIONS
So call or email us today to schedule your appointment.

James M. Corder
jcorder@acpbs.com

Mitch Shelly
mshelly@acpbs.com

Zac Burgreen
zburgreen@acpbs.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the legal services performed by other lawyers.

February 10, 2017
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by Flo Doughty

Eli William’s Non-profit is Helping
Siblings of Kids Diagnosed with Cancer
to accept online "applications"
from cancer parents for the backpacks, limiting distribution to 9
backpacks each month for 2017.
Each backpack will be of nice
quality, and useful. They will include some combination of a
book, toy, small electronic, and
snack, plus the personal note.
Watch for special fundraisers
they will be doing, help them get
started with a donation to Eli's
Block Party/Team Victory 4 All
that will be earmarked for Sibling
Survival Sacks. You can use paypal with the address
donate@teamvictory4all.org, or
send a check made out to Team
Victory 4 All to 24900 Savannah
Trail, Athens, AL 35613.
Don’t forget the Brown Bag Challenge this month! The first shipment of Sibling Survival Sacks is
ready to ship, with the second
close behind. Money raised
through the Brown Bag challenge
goes directly to shipping costs for
these bags. SSS challenges the
workforce to take a sack lunch instead of eating out, and donate
that money to their efforts in
sending encouragement to siblings of cancer kids. Shipping
costs and supplies are major
parts of this project, and not one
with which there are many discounts to be found. So, even $5,
the cost of a fast food lunch can
help. Share with your co-workers,
and make a big impact.
Watch for the car show coming
up in May as well!!

li's three siblings are teaming up to encourage other
siblings of cancer kids with a
"Sibling Survival Sack"! Hg,
Abbey, and Caleb have discussed
what was (and is, since Eli is still
in treatment) helpful to them as
they sat on the sidelines waiting,
waiting, waiting so many times in
doctor's offices over the last five
years, or the many times they
were told to "go pack a bag" to go
to a sitter's house while Eli and
his parents had to be gone.
Everyone's world is turned upside
when a child is diagnosed, and
siblings are expected to go about
their normal days of school, ballgames, activities, but outside normal circumstances.
They are often tag-alongs to their
brother or sister's appointments,
with no purpose except that the
parent didn't have a choice. Or
they are asked to keep up with
their normal activities while being
shuffled around to relatives, or
their parents' friends. This is all
part of the evil of the disease,
and how it reaches beyond the
cancer kid. These siblings can
feel helpless to the situation that
is in their home, and feel alone
even within the business of what
is going on around them.
Hg, Abbey, and Caleb decided they
wanted to send a backpack to siblings of cancer kids with an encouraging note that they are not
alone, and include in it some of
their favorite things that are age
and gender appropriate. They plan

E

This link will take you to the place you can make your donation!
https://form.jotform.com/70113860122139
Or, you are always welcome to donate via paypal with the address
donate@teamvictory4all.org
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HORSE SENSE

by Jim Swanner

Natural Horsemanship, for Women Only?
f you notice, the title is a question.

I

For women only, uh!!!
Seems as it is, because more
women are using this concept
than men, Why is
that I wonder?
I wouldn’t think
this is a true assessment of what
Natural HorseJim Swanner manship ‘really’ is.
Some of the following information
is from a book written by Dr. R.M.
Miller, DVM and horse behaviorist. The book is entitled ‘Natural
Horsemanship Explained’. If you
are around horses, I highly recommend you get this book and
study it.
As you go on your journeys across
this nation or any nation, you will

see a great number of statues
with figures of leaders and
statesmen on horseback and the
truth is, many of these figures
never rode a horse. But the horse
promotes majesty and adds to
the persons being. The HORSE, a

Strickland

Dirt Works, LLC

Services Include:
White Gravel • Stone • Fill Dirt • Top Soil
Ponds • Basements • Property Clearning

25
YEARS
EXP
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Rusty & Russell Strickland

(256) 771-3857

MAJESTIC creature….. But, I day
dream, back to the writing.
Some folks want to conquer a
savage beast, the bronc, the wild
horse by using whips and spurs
every time it jumps and continue
until it submits or surrenders.
Others, on the other hand, get
more satisfaction using Natural
Horsemanship concepts to help a
troubled, panicky, fearful horse
become a trusting, calm dependent horse. This way is not as hard
on the human either. Kids and
adults alike are building self-esteem in the bonding with the
horse using the natural way with
horses.
Natural Horsemanship is for
everyone, especially the horse.
(Natural Horsemanship is working with a horse using the horse’s
nature, not ours. We need to
think like the horse but first we
need to know how the horse
thinks). Natural Horsemanship is
a relationship first based program/concept. It is for everyone
who wants to have a good foundation first to build on. It is for
everyone who does not want to
put the goal before the principle.
You do not have to be dominating
over the horse by coercion or
using force, you just have to be
the leader. Examples of dominant people who gained it by

THEVALLEYSTAR.NET

using force and coercion: Genghis
Kahn, Adolf Hitler, Saddam Hussein. Example of people that has
influence over us without using
force, coercion or other domineering methods: Gandhi, Aristotle,
Socrates, Martin Luther King, Jr.
There is not another individual
that influenced us more by using
Love, Reason and Persuasion to
achieve dominance and leadership than Jesus Christ.
So, from this list, who would you
want to be like? Who does your
horse need you to be?
You’ve heard the saying; you attract more bees with sugar than
with vinegar. Try it with your
horses. Learn to be the leader,
not the dictator.
Still think NH is for women only,
here’s a few folks using NH: Larry
Mahan, Mel Hyland, and Ty Murray. Just a few who don’t think it’s
for women only, so why would
we?
Jim Swanner
13124 Carter Road
Athens, AL 35611
www.JimSwanner.com
Enjoying Horses through
Communication
256.874.6781
Host ‘All About Horses’
radio WKAC 1080 AM
(Streaming at
www.WKAC1080.com)
Member: Board of Director
Alabama Horse Council
Owner KIN Stables Horse Boarding Facility
Natural Horsemanship Sessions
Available one-on-one
Available for Clinics
Speaker, Clinician
Writer for: The Valley Star;
The Star Sportsman newspapers
Tennessee Valley Agriculture Magazine; Horse and Ranch Magazine
Personal page:
www.facebook.com/jim.swanner.9
Professional Page:
www.facebook.com/JimSwanner
www.facebook.com/jimswannermedia
www.facebook.com/jimswanner.kinstables
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Feb. 14th

VALENTINE’S DAY

retired after 28 years as the first
director. There are still team slots
available if you are interested,
however teams are urged to sign
up as soon as possible. For more
information on Hospice of Limestone County, visit www.hospiceolc.org.

Feb. 15th — Ribbon Cutting Eastside Animal Hospital. 11:30am12:20pm

Feb 16th — Listening Lounge at
High Cotton Arts. High Cotton
Arts offers the Listening Lounge,
alternating each month between
music and the spoken word. The
Feb. 16 event will be a book
launch with book reading by Jim
Nesbitt with guest Jerry Barksdale. 6:30pm-8:00pm. 103 West
Washington St.

Feb 18th — Hospice of Limestone County Chili Challenge.
Suzanne Paysinger is the new director of Hospice of Limestone
County replacing Pat King who
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Feb. 20 — Vietnam Veterans
Spaghetti Supper. Vietnam Veterans Chapter 511 Post, 17915
West Elm Street, Athens, AL. All
you can eat spaghetti meal, includes salad, garlic bread,
dessert and beverage for $7.00.
Chose lunch from 11 am - 1 pm
or supper from 5pm-7pm or
both!
Feb 21st — The Athens-Limestone County Public library is
proud to be partnering with the
Limestone County Republicans to
bring Alabama Supreme Court
Justice Tom Parker to Athens. He
will present
a talk on
the Christian foundations of
early American law. He
will give the talk twice on the
same day, once from 3:00 to
4:00 and again from 6:00 to
8:00. Both presentations are free
and open to the public.

Feb 28th — Mardi Gras Street
Fair. 6:30-8:30pm Kids can
come by High Cotton Arts at 5:30
to decorate a Mardi Gras mask
and decorate their wagons/bikes
for parade. Parade starts at 6:30
p.m. at Center for Lifelong Learning and will make loops on Marion and Washington streets.
Downtown Athens Center for Lifelong Learning High Cotton Arts.

Poke Sallet Follies
March 2, 3, & 4 — Athens Senior
Center 912 West Pryor Street
Athens, AL The successful Poke
Sallet Follies is an annual
fundraising event hosted by the
foundation board each spring.
This 3-night dinner event provides entertainment and comedy
while showcasing many local
politicians and dignitaries. Tickets for the 2017 show will go on
sale Saturday.

March 4 — Alabama Veteran’s
Museum Coffee. 8:00am10:00am. 100 Pryor Street, 256771-7578

March 10 & 11 — Limestone
County Home & Garden Show,
Friday 5 pm - 8 pm; Saturday 8
am - 4 pm, at the Limestone
County Event Center, 114 Pryor
Street. Call 256-232-2600 for
more info. $2.00 admission.
Coupons for free entry will be
available in various publications.

March 4 — Elk River Canoe &
Kayak Clean Up. Contact Keep
Athens Limestone Beautiful at
256-233-8728.
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NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

600 Horton Street
Athens • $36,000
MLS#1061396

901 W. Prior Street W.
Athens • $63,600
MLS#1060434

29958 Lester Road
W. Limestone • $72,000
MLS#1061508

507 W. 1st Ave. W.
Athens • $73,900
MLS#1060791

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

15308 Line Road
Athens • $119,900
MLS#1061367

25405 Cedar Avenue
Elkmont • $127,900
MLS#1061140

17358 Sledge Road
Clements • $154,900
MLS#1061059

183 Rolling Brook Drive
Lauderdale Co. • $164,459
MLS#1057896

BUYING•SELLING•RENTING•BUILDING…We Have the Solution
February 10, 2017
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PRICE REDUCED!

PENDING!!

!!
!
D

L

SO
22232 Merlot Drive
Athens • $250,000
MLS#1044133

13597 Shaw Road
Clements • $235,000
MLS#1059923

183 Rolling Brook Drive
Lauderdale Co. • $164,459
MLS#1057896

25575 Gray Stone Drive
E. Limestone • $224,000
MLS# 1024234

22153 N. Yarbrough Road
Elkmont • $72,900
MLS#1058943

15530 Curtis Lane
Clements • $139,000
MLS#1059857

17961 Davis Street
Athens • $198,000
MLS#1016977

PRICE REDUCED!

NEW construction!

PRICE REDUCED!

12526 U.S. Why 31 S
Athens • $139,900
MLS#1049640

Curtis Lane
Clements • $139,900
MLS#1049908

2087 N Looney Road W
Element • $129,900
MLS#1046135

POOL!!

RENTALS

TN River

5796 Bay Hill Drive
Clements - $199,000
MLS#1042157

5799 Bay Village Drive
Clements • $1,050 mo.
MLS#1050651

14160 Hunter Road
East Limestone - $255,000
MLS#1042941

16234 E. Glenn Valley Dr.
Athens • $950/mo.
MLS#1057366

407 Washington Street
Athens • $950/mo.
MLS#1059309

Land for Sale: Mary Davis Hollow Road, Athens • $14,800

!!

!
LD

SO
Tract 2 Poplar Creek Rd.
Clements • $25,000
MLS#1059893

Land & Lots
For Sale
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24362 Sycamore Lane
Elkmont • $10,000
MLS#1039092

Henry Drive
Athens • $64,900
MLS#1037289

Fort Hampton Road
Elkmont • $250,000
MLS#1056029

16031 Parker Road
Athens • $60,000
MLS#1053024

Commercial For Sale
727 W. Market Street
Athens • $184,900
MLS#1047831

Shinnecock Hills Drive
Athens • $130,000
MLS#1053216
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